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‘This thesis was developed from interaction, observation and questioning
Buddhist lay people and monks over four Kears since my leaving the ordained
Buddhist monkhood. This studY is more than empirical, relyingalso on historical and

hilosophical analysis as well. 1lived in or visited many temples for this study of

ing Rama IV’ mo_rnlnﬂ and even;nﬂ orcer for chanting in Thai Buddhist temples.
The obae_ctlve, 15 to literally and socially investigate or determine exactly what is being
chanted in d_a|I}/_ chanting sessions, beyond the Surface level translations, which arose
from: participation, intefaction, observation and questioning, and education. The
chantlng ceremony is examined from phrases orlgilnatmg inthe Tipitaka - the primary
source for orthodox Theravada Buddhnists in Thailand and other Thai Iltera_rr SOUrCes
vis-a-vis the ‘Buddhism’ as demonstrated in evergd_ay life currently in Thailand. The
ultimate objective is to illustrate where Thai Buddhism is today. _

Finally, the thesis attempts to answer the following quéstion: Is the meaning of

the ‘tam wat chaolyen’, Theravada Buddhism or Budahism as King Rama IV felt
|mPortant,,for promotion in Thai society? The discqveries are listéd in the conclusion
of the thesis, but major findings follow: the system for refug_e IS flawed and is
redunda_ntl}/ expressed; the méthod of ‘apolody’ should be discarcled, as it is counter
to doctrinal philosophy that I have, unraveledT The entire thesis should give anyone,
ordained or not, a firni understanding of the Buddhist doctrine as contained in “tam
wat chaofyen’, as obviously stated of hidden beneath layers ofmetaﬁhors inthe .
chanting. ‘One can assert that what is discovered herein, was to be the doctrine King
Rama |V intended the public to understand. The thesis does more than make
assumptions, because the social inquiries revealed few people genuinely understand
what is being chanted in the temples. My work is devoted to eradicate dogtrinal
ignorance and allows insight into a complex web of ideas disputed throughout

ailand for strengthening Thai Buddhist society through education.
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