
Chapter 5
The Thaniya Entertainment Area: 

Empirical Study of Setta i Dynamics

Chapter 4 deals w ith the history, its dynam ics and the unique 
business style of estab lishm ents at Thaniya entertainm ent area. This 
chapter takes on an em pirical approach by settin g  case stud ies of 
Japanese custom ers and Thai hostesses. D ata were collected by m eans of 
observing the behavior of Japanese custom ers and conducting inform al 
in terview s w ith Thai h ostesses. Through analysis of the survey resu lts, it 
w ill be exam ined how the Thaniya entertainm ent area reflects social and 
cultural factors relating to Japanese corporate culture and the Thai sex  
industry.

5 . 1  S u r v e y - 1  J a p a n e s e  C u s t o m e r s

5.1.1 Method of the survey and introduction of Mr. Y
Participant observation was conducted in order to explore the actual 

conditions of settai carried out at the Thaniya area. Since the author is a 
woman, it is difficult and dangerous to go around in order to conduct a 
survey at Thaniya in  the evenings. It is effectively im possible for a 
woman to interview  Japanese men who are going to take Thai h ostesses  
out to buy sexual services. They w ill be sure not to answer any questions, 
on the contrary, they would kick her out from Thaniya regarding her as 
crazy and dangerous. Karaoke m anagers, some of whom are said to be 
connected w ith  gangsters, m ight threaten her life i f  she does not 
disappear from the spot because they m ight think she would be a fem inist
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journalist and try to expose prostitution at the Thaniya entertainm ent 
area, at worst.

The author asked a Japanese resident officer, who w ill be called Mr.Y 
hereinafter, to help in taking th is survey. Mr. Y w illingly accepted the  
author’s request because he and the author have known each other for 
over ten years. Mr. Y, in his late 30s, arrived at h is post in October 1996, 
since then he has worked for the Bangkok office of a Japanese  
governm ental affiliated organization. Mr. Y has been provided a sufficient 
budget in order to accomplish his task s in Bangkok. He has many visitors  
from various sectors, not only from Japanese governm ental offices but 
also private enterprises. Mr. Y is also the representative of the other 
branch offices of the agency scattered in the ASEAN countries, 
furthermore, he adm inisters the whole settai budget — under the pretext 
of the budget for m eetings and conferences expenses -  of the branch  
offices throughout the ASEAN countries. Mr. Y, therefore, has to take care 
of alm ost all of the settai opportunities carried out by the agency not only  
in Bangkok but also in other ASEAN countries.

He is  in a position to escort a large number of Japanese business  
guests to the Thaniya entertainm ent area, and at the sam e tim e to 
observe other evening’s entertainm ent districts in the ASEAN countries. 
Mr. Y therefore can be a su itable object as w ell as an assistan t to survey  
and analyze the actual conditions and background of settai. We d iscussed  
research item s and m ethod before conducting the survey several tim es so 
that Mr. Y com pletely understood the author’s in tention  in  the research, 
and so that the resu lt could reflect the actual conditions and problems of settai, and the behavior of Japanese salary men at the Thaniya area. It 
m ust be kept in mind that such research is  delicate and can easily  cause 
an invasion of privacy. The em pirical research w as accordingly conducted
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b y m e a n s  o f  o b se r v in g  Mr. Y ’s v is i to r s ’ b eh a v io r  a n d  ta k in g  d o w n  th e ir  
b a ck g ro u n d  from  c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  in  a s e c r e t  a n d  c a r e fu l m a n n e r  in  
o rd er  n o t to  a r o u se  su s p ic io u s . Mr. Y  n ev e r  m a d e  a n y  n o te s  a t  th e  sc e n e  
b u t j u s t  k e p t  th e  in fo r m a tio n  in  h is  m in d . T h e a u th o r  h a d  Mr. Y  r e p o r t  
th e  r e s u lt s  w h e n e v e r  h e  e sc o r te d  h is  v is ito r s  to  a k a ra o ke  h o u se  a t  
T h a n iy a .

W h en  h e  h a s  v is i to r s  from  J a p a n , h e  h a s  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e m  
th r o u g h o u t  th e ir  s ta y  in  B a n g k o k  a s  i f  th e y  w er e  ig n o r a n t  c o u n tr y m e n  
w h o h a d  n e v e r  v is i t e d  a b ig  c ity  b efore . F ir s t  o f  a ll, h e  g o es  to  th e  
B a n g k o k  I n te r n a t io n a l  A irp o rt to  p ick  th e m  up a n d  s e n d  th e m  to  th e ir  
h o te l . H e  w il l  c h eck  in  a t  th e  h o te l  for so m e  (m any, in  fa c t) o f  th e m  w h o  
u n d e r s ta n d  l i t t l e  E n g lis h  or are  m a k in g  b u s in e s s  tr ip s  a b ro a d  for th e  f ir s t  
t im e . In  th e  m o rn in g  Mr. Y  h a s  to  go to  th e  h o te l  to  p ick  th e m  up a n d  ta k e  
th e m  to  p la c e s  or p e r so n s  w h e r e  th e y  m a d e  a p p o in tm e n ts . U s u a l ly  M r.Y  
h a s  to  a rr a n g e  th e ir  s c h e d u le  for th e m  in  a d v a n c e . I f  th e y  h a v e  sp a r e  tim e ,  
Mr. Y  sh o u ld  g u id e  th e m  to  to u r is t  sp o ts  or sh o p p in g  m a lls .

H e a ls o  h a s  to  a rr a n g e  s e t ta i  d in n e r  a n d  n ig h t  e n t e r ta in m e n t  for  
th e m . H e o fte n  ta k e s  th e m  to  k a ra o ke  h o u s e s  a t T h a n iy a , s o m e t im e s  to  
m a s s a g e  p a r lo r s  i f  a n y  w is h  so . I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  for h im  to  g e t  w e ll  
in fo r m e d  a b o u t w h ich  ka ra o ke  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a llo w  c l ie n t s  to  d a te  w ith  
h o s t e s s e s  o u ts id e  o f  h o u s e s  for th o s e  w h o  w is h  to  do so . S om e, b u t v er y  
few  cu rren tly , ka ra o ke  h o u s e s  do n o t m a k e  su c h  s e r v ic e s . Mr.Y, th e r e fo r e ,  
m u s t  in q u ir e  to  h is  v is i to r s  w h e th e r  a n y  o f  th e m  w a n t  ta k e  h o s t e s s e s  o u t  
for  ‘a  s p e c ia l  d a te ’ in  a d v a n c e . Mr. Y  h a s  to  f ix  e v e r y th in g  for th e m , su c h  
a s  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  e v e n in g , d a te  fe e  a n d  h ow  to  g e t  b ack  to  h is  h o te l , in  
c a s e  h e  g e t s  in  tr o u b le  c a u se d  b y  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  e a c h  o th er . A ll  th e  
e x p e n s e s , su c h  a s  a lco h o l, ka ra o ke  room s, h o s t e s s  c a l ls  a n d  so  on, e x c e p t  
d a te  fe e s  to  be p a id  to  h o s t e s s e s  from  c l ie n t s ,  sh o u ld  b e c h a r g e d  to  Mr.Y.
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S om e o f  h is  c o l le a g u e s  p a y  d a te  f e e s  for v is ito r s . In  t h is  w ay, M r.Y w o r k s  
a s  h a rd  a s  a to u r is t  o p era to r  d o es  w h ile  h is  v is i to r s  s t a y  in  B a n g k o k . 
H ow ever, M r.Y  is  n o t  a n  e x tr a o r d in a r y  r e s id e n t  o fficer  a t  a ll  b u t s e e m s  to  
be q u ite  a ty p ic a l o n e .

5 .1 .2  S u r v e y  r e s u lts

a) N u m b e r  a n d  occupation o f  Ja p a n ese  v is ito rs

D u r in g  th e  su r v e y  p er iod , from  O cto b er  1 9 9 7  to  J u n e  1 9 9 8 , Mr. Y  
h a d  9 4  J a p a n e s e  v is i to r s  from  J a p a n . T ab le  5 .1  sh o w s  th e ir  o ccu p a tio n .

T ab le 5 .1  O c c u p a tio n  o f  9 4  J a p a n e s e  v is ito r s
O c c u p a t io n N u m b e r  o f  

v i s i t o r s
P e r c e n t a g e

G o v er n m e n t O ffic ia l 47 5 0 .0

S t a f f  o f  e x tr a -g o v e r n m e n ta l  
o r g a n iz a t io n s * 1

32 3 4 .0

P r iv a te  c o m p a n y  w o rk er 9 9 .6

A tto r n e y 3 3 .2

T h e o th e r s , e x . P r o fe s so r 3 3 .2

T o ta l 9 4 100

Mr. Y  took  c a re  o f  v is i to r s  fro m  v a r io u s  b u s in e s s  f ie ld s  b e c a u se  h e  
w a s  w o r k in g  for a J a p a n e s e  e x tr a -g o v e r n m e n ta l o r g a n iz a t io n  c o n c e r n in g
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e x te r n a l  tr a d in g . H is  o r g a n iz a t io n , th e re fo r e , h a s  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  
J a p a n e s e  g o v e r n m e n ta l a u th o r it ie s ,  p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e s ,  p a te n t  
a t to r n e y s ’ o ff ic e s  a n d  so m e  sp e c if ic  u n iv e r s it ie s .

C o n ce r n in g  th e  p er io d  o f  th e ir  s ta y  in  B a n g k o k , th e  s h o r te s t  s t a y  
w a s  o n ly  o n e  n ig h t  a n d  th e  lo n g e s t  w a s  e ig h t  n ig h ts . T h e  m e a n  w a s  2 .6 3  
n ig h ts . J a p a n e s e  b u s in e s s m e n  u s u a lly  v is i t  tw o  or m ore A s ia n  c o u n tr ie s  
on th e ir  b u s in e s s  tr ip s  a n d  so m e  s ta y e d  in  B a n g k o k  ju s t  for tr a n s it .

b) N u m b e r  a n d  occupation o f  Ja p a n ese  who v is ite d  T haniya  

T ab le  5 .2  N u m b er  o f  v is i to r s  w h o  w e n t  to  T h a n iy a

N u m b e r
v i s i t o r s

o f  P e r c e n t a g e

W e n t  to  T h a n iy a 6 8 7 2 .3

(T w ic e ) (1 3 ) ( 1 3 .8 )

(T h r e e  t im e  o r  m o r e ) (2 ) (2  1)

D id  n o t  g o  to  T h a n iy a 2 6 2 7 .7

T o ta l 9 4 1 0 0

A s sh o w n  in  T ab le  5 .2 , 6 8  p e r so n s  or 7 2 .3  p e r c e n t o f  a ll  v is i to r s  w e n t  
to  th e  T h a n iy a  e n t e r ta in m e n t  a rea . In  a d d it io n , th ir te e n  p e r so n s  v is i t e d  
T h a n iy a  tw ic e  d u r in g  th e ir  b u s in e s s  sta y , a n d  tw o  o th e r s  v is i t e d  th e r e  
th r e e  t im e s  or m ore. S in c e  Mr. Y  a c tu a lly  o ffe r e d  to  e sc o r t  a lm o s t  
ev e r y b o d y  to  th e  T h a n iy a  e n te r ta in m e n t  p la ce  a n d  7 2 .3  p e r c e n t  a cc e p ted
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h is  o ffer  w ith  p le a su r e , w e  ca n  c o n c lu d e  th a t  b e in g  e s c o r te d  th e r e  c a n  be  
q u ite  a co m m o n  se tta i,  or b u s in e s s  e n te r ta in m e n t  t h a t  J a p a n e s e  v is i to r s  
w ill  e x p e c t  to  r e c e iv e  w h ile  s ta y in g  in  B a n g k o k .

O n th e  con tra ry , th e  r e a s o n s  o f  26  p e r so n s  n o t v is i t in g  T h a n iy a  a re  
a s  fo llo w s;

(1) N o  t im e  to  v is i t  T h a n iy a : 12 p e r so n s
(2) T h e ir  su p e r io r s  d ec id ed  n o t  to  go: 7 p e r so n s
(3) Too tir ed , m a in ly  b e c a u se  o f  t ig h t  sc h e d u le : 4  p er so n s
(4) D is lik e :  3 p er so n s

A sid e  from  th r e e  p e r so n s  in  (4), w h o  d is l ik e  g o in g  to  a n  e n te r ta in m e n t  
p la ce , th e  r e m a in in g  m ig h t  h a v e  v is i t e d  T h a n iy a  i f  th e y  cou ld . R ea so n  (2) 
s ig n if ic a n t ly  r e f le c t s  o n e  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  J a p a n e s e  co rp o ra te  
c u ltu re , t h a t  i s  p a te r n a l is t ic  b eh a v io r  o f  se n io r s .

T ab le  5 .3  sh o w s  th e  n u m b er  o f  p e r so n s  w h o  v is i t e d  T h a n iy a  a n d  
th e ir  o c c u p a tio n s . T h e to ta l  n u m b er  o f  g o v e r n m e n ta l o f f ic ia ls  a n d  s t a f f  o f  
e x tr a -g o v e r n m e n ta l o r g a n iz a t io n s  a re  la r g e r  th a n  a n y  o th e r  se c to r  
b e c a u se  Mr. Y  i s  d isp a tc h e d  from  a n  J a p a n ’s e x tr a -g o v e r n m e n ta l  
o r g a n iz a t io n . S o m e  o f  th e  tw o  fo rm er  s e c to r s  d id  n o t v i s i t  T h a n iy a  m a in ly  
b e c a u se  o f  t ig h t  s c h e d u le s . M e a n w h ile , th e  v is ito r s  from  th e  o th e r  th r e e  
s e c to r s  w er e  r e la t iv e ly  fe w  in  n u m b er , th o u g h , e v e r y  p erso n  v is i t e d  
T h a n iy a .
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T ab le  5 .3  N u m b e r  o f  v is i to r s  w h o  v is i t e d  T h a n iy a  a n d  th e ir  o c c u p a tio n s

O c c u p a t io n  N u m b e r  o f  V i s i t e d
v i s i t o r s  T h a n iy a  a m o n g  

t h e m
G o v e r n m e n t o f f ic ia l  4 7  3 4j
S t a f f  o f  e x tr a -g o v e r n m e n ta l  
o r g a n iz a t io n s

32 19

P r iv a te  c o m p a n y  w o rk er 9 9
•

A tto r n e y 3 3

O th e r s 3 3

T o ta l 9 4 6 8

18 a m o n g  6 8  v is i to r s  (2 6 .5  p ercen t) to o k  o u t  h o s t e s s e s  from  k a ra o ke  
h o u s e s  for ‘a s p e c ia l  d a te ’ (co m m erc ia l s e x  se r v ic e ) . T h e  f ig u r e  m e a n s  o n e  
in  e v e r y  fo u r  J a p a n e s e  w h o  v is i t e d  ka ra o ke  h o u s e s  a t  T h a n iy a  e n jo y e d  
b u y in g  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s . C o n s id e r in g  t h a t  th e  m e a n  o f  th e ir  s t a y  
i s  o n ly  2 .6 3  n ig h ts , a s  d e sc r ib e d  b efore , th is  r e s u lt  sh o w s  h o w  in te r e s te d  
th e y  w er e  in  s e x u a l  e n te r ta in m e n t  a t  T h a n iy a . In  a d d it io n , th r e e  o f  th e m  
h a d  ta k e n  o u t h o s t e s s e s  tw o  or m ore t im e s  d u r in g  th e ir  s ta y .
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In  th is  p a r t, th e  su b je c t  o f  th e  su r v e y  w a s  w id e n e d  to  J a p a n e s e  
r e s id e n t  o ff ic e r s  in  ord er  to  ex p lo r e  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  b u y in g  c o m m e r c ia l  
se x  s e r v ic e s  a n d  p e r so n a lity . F o c u s in g  on  a to ta l  o f  2 3 0  J a p a n e s e  m en  o f  
b oth  r e s id e n t  o ff ic e r s  a n d  v is ito r s , w h o m  Mr. Y  e s c o r te d  to  T h a n iy a  
d u r in g  O ctob er  1 9 9 7  a n d  J u n e  1998 , th e  fo llo w in g  r e se a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c te d  
w ith  th e  sa m e  m e th o d  a s  th e  form er.

c) A g e  d is tr ib u tio n  

T ab le  5 .4  A g e  a n d  b u y in g  se x

A g e  N u m b e r  o f  E n j o y e d  P e r c e n t a g e
J a p a n e s e  v i s i t e d  c o m m e r c ia l
T h a n iy a s e x

2 0 s 1 j.......; ......... 9 ................... 3 3 3 .3

3 0 s 4 0 11 2 7 .5

4 0 s 1' .............1 3 7 .................... ..  3 9 2 8 .5

5 0 s 4 4 1 2 2 7 .2

T o ta l 2 3 0 6 5 2 8 .3

T a b le  5 .4  in d ic a te s  a g e  d is tr ib u tio n , n u m b er  a n d  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  
J a p a n e s e  m e n  w h o  b o u g h t c o m m e r c ia l se x  s e r v ic e s  a t  T h a n iy a . M ore th a n  
h a lf  o f  th e  2 3 0  J a p a n e s e  w h o  v is i t e d  T h a n iy a  w er e  in  th e ir  fo r t ie s , on  th e  
co n tra ry  o n ly  n in e  w er e  in  tw e n t ie s .  A lm o st a l l  J a p a n e s e  w h o  v is i te d  
T h a n iy a  w ith  M r.Y  w er e  in  th e ir  t h ir t ie s  a n d  o ld er. T h e  r e s u lt  ca n  be
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in te r p r e te d  to  sh o w  th a t  ka ra o ke  h o u s e s  a t  T h a n iy a  a re  o p e r a te d  to  
ta r g e t  c l ie n t s  for  se tta i.  S in c e  J a p a n e s e  w o r k e r s  in  th e ir  tw e n t ie s  a re  
r e g a r d e d  a s  in e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  J a p a n e s e  b u s in e s s  co m m u n ity , th e y  a re  
u s u a lly  n o t  in v ite d . T h ey  h a v e  s m a ll  b u d g e ts , i f  any, for se tta i.

I t  is  n o t ic e a b le  th a t  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  J a p a n e s e  w h o  e n jo y e d  
co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  w ith  T h a n iy a  h o s t e s s e s  sh o w s  few  d iffe r e n c e s  
a m o n g  a n y  a g e  g ro u p s. In  th e  fo rm er  su rv ey , 2 6 .5  p e r c e n t  o f  a ll  J a p a n e s e  
t h a t  v is i t e d  T h a n iy a  e n jo y e d  c o m m e r c ia l se x . A lth o u g h  th e  r a t io  o f  th e  
grou p  in  th e ir  tw e n t ie s ,  3 3 .3  p e r c e n t, i s  a l i t t l e  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  o f  a n y  
o th er  a g e  grou p  w ith  a ro u n d  2 7  p er c e n t, th e s e  su r v e y s  in d ic a te  th a t  o n e  
in  e v e r y  th r e e  to  fou r  J a p a n e s e  m e n  l ik e  to  b u y  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  
w h e n  th e y  h a v e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  do so . F u r th e r  th e  tr e n d  d o es  n o t d ep e n d  
o n  o n e ’s a g e  b u t d is p o s it io n .
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d) M arital status

In  th is  p a rt, th e  2 3 0  J a p a n e s e  m en  w ere  d iv id e d  b y  m a r ita l  s ta tu s :  
S in g le , B u s in e s s  b a c h e lo r * 2 , a n d  L iv in g  w ith  w ife .

T ab le 5 .5  M a r ita l  s t a t u s  a n d  b u y in g  se x

M a r i t a l  s t a t u s  N u m b e r  o f  E n jo y e d  P e r c e n t a g e  
p e r s o n s  c o m m e r c ia l

s e x

S in g le 2 4 6 2 5 .0

B u s in e s s
b a ch e lo r

36 11 3 0 .6

L iv in g  w ith  
w ife

1 7 0 4 8 2 8 .2

T o ta l 2 3 0 65 2 8 .3

T ab le 5 .5  sh o w s  t h a t  th e  b u s in e s s  b a c h e lo r s  h a d  th e  h ig h e s t  
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  J a p a n e s e  m en , w h o  en jo y ed  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s .  
T h ey  w er e  fo llo w e d  b y  th e  grou p  o f  m en  s ta y in g  w ith  w iv e s  a n d  th e  grou p  
o f s in g le  m en  r e sp e c t iv e ly , th o u g h  th e  d if fe r e n c e s  w er e  v e r y  sm a ll. I t i s  
p a r t ic u la r ly  n o t ic e a b le  th a t  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  m en  b u y in g  co m m erc ia l s e x  
s e r v ic e s  w a s  h ig h e r  for m a rr ied  m e n  s ta y in g  w ith  th e ir  w iv e s  th a n  t h a t  o f  
th e  s in g le  grou p , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  d iffe r e n c e s  in  p e r c e n ta g e  w er e  sm a ll.  
T h is  su r v e y  a lso  sh o w s  th a t  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  J a p a n e s e  m en  w h o  b o u g h t  
co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  h a d  a lm o s t  th e  sa m e  r e s u lt  a s  th e  su r v e y s  
d esc r ib e d  b efore . I t  i s  su r p r is in g  to  g e t  r e s u lt s  th a t  sh o w  t h a t  w iv e s  h a v e  
no p ow er  to  a v o id  th e ir  h u s b a n d s ’ b e tr a y in g  b eh a v io r . T h e  r e s u lt  m a y
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in d ic a te  p oor r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  J a p a n e s e  c o u p le s , w h ic h  h a s  b ee n  
o fte n  p o r tr a y e d  in  w o m e n ’s m a g a z in e s  a n d  p o in te d  o u t  in  th e  r e c e n t  
d eca d e  b y  J a p a n e s e  so c io lo g ic a l s c h o la r s  m a jo r in g  in  h u m a n  
r e la t io n s h ip s .

e) A cadem ic backg ro un d

T ab le 5 .6  A ca d em ic  c a r e e r  a n d  b u y in g  se x

A c a d e m ic  c a r e e r  N u m b e r  o f  E n j o y e d  P e r c e n t a g e
p e r s o n s  c o m m e r c ia l  s e x

U n iv e r s i ty  1 5 6  3 7  2 3  7

(U n iv e r s ity  o f  (40 ) (5) (1 2 .5 )
Tokyo)

S e n io r  h ig h  sc h o o l 4 6  2 4  5 2  2

T o t a l  2 0 2    6 1 ______  3 0 .2 ___

T h e 2 3 0  J a p a n e s e  m en  a re  c la s s i f ie d  a cc o r d in g  to  th e ir  a c a d e m ic  
c a reer . *3 F or 2 8  J a p a n e s e , th e ir  sc h o o l b a c k g r o u n d s w e r e  u n c lea r . T h e  
r e s u lt  o f  th e  su rv ey , th e r e fo r e , w a s  d er iv e d  from  th e  to ta l  n u m b er  o f  2 0 2  
J a p a n e s e . In  th e  grou p  o f  u n iv e r s ity  g r a d u a te s , th e  n u m b er  a n d  
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  from  th e  Tokyo U n iv e r s ity , th e  m o st  
r e p u ta b le  u n iv e r s i ty  o f  J a p a n , i s  sh o w n  se p a r a te ly .

T h e  r e s u lt  o f  t h is  su r v e y  i s  d iffe r e n t from  th e  p r e v io u s  o n e s . A s  
sh o w n  in  T ab le  5 .6 , o v er  5 0  p e r c e n t o f  th e  grou p  o f  s e n io r  h ig h  sch o o l  
g r a d u a te s  e n jo y e d  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  w h e n  th e y  v is i t e d  T h a n iy a .
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T h e r e s u lt  is  m u ch  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  m e a n  r a te , 2 7  p e r c e n t  f ig u r e d  in  th e  
p r e v io u s  s u r v e y s . H o w ev er  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  u n iv e r s ity  g r a d u a te s ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  Tokyo U n iv e r s ity  g r a d u a te s , i s  m u ch  lo w er  th a n  th a t  o f  h ig h  
sc h o o l g r a d u a te s . T h e  r e s u lt  c le a r ly  sh o w s  d iffe r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  a ca d em ic  
ca r e e r  a n d  b u y in g  c o m m e r c ia l sex .

Two r e a s o n s  for th e  d iffe r e n c e s  c a n  be s u g g e s te d . F ir s t ly , s in c e  m a n y  
u n iv e r s ity  g r a d u a te s  are  th e  e l i t e  o f  g o v e r n m e n ta l a u th o r it ie s  or p r iv a te  
e n te r p r is e s ,  th e y  m a y  be c o n sc io u s  o f  th e ir  r e p u ta t io n s  a n d  a re  c a r e fu l  
n o t to  g iv e  a n y  b a d  im a g e  to  th e ir  r e sp e c t iv e  a u th o r it ie s  or e n te r p r is e s  
th r o u g h  th e ir  in a p p r o p r ia te  b eh av ior . H ig h  sch o o l g r a d u a te s  o fte n  w ork  
in  th e  se c o n d  a n d  lo w e r  p o s it io n s , th e y  te n d  to  la ck  su c h  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
t h a t  th e  e l i t e  h a v e . A cco rd in g  to  1 9 7 0 ’s rep o rt c o n d u c te d  b y  an  
e d u c a t io n a l in v e s t ig a t io n  c o m m iss io n  o f  O EC D , th e  h ie r a r c h y  o f  J a p a n e s e  
s o c ie ty  w a s  s e t t le d  by o n e ’s  e d u c a tio n a l career, n o t by o n e ’s b ir th  (A sa h i  
S h im b u n  1995: 126). A  J a p a n e s e  so c io lo g is t , N a k a n e  s t a t e s  t h a t  J a p a n e s e  
s o c ia l  p ro m o tio n  d o es  n o t d ep e n d  on  th e ir  fa m ily  b u t o n  th e  grou p  th e y  
b e lo n g  to . F u rth er , w h a t  g ra d e  o f  grou p  a J a p a n e s e  w o u ld  b e lo n g  to  in  th e  
s o c ie ty  is  d e e p ly  r e la te d  w ith  o n e ’s sc h o o l b a ck grou n d . T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
T okyo h a s  m a in ta in e d  th e  top  s t a t u s  in  b o th  e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  s o c ia l  
h ie r a r c h y  (N a k a n e  1972: 1 0 4 -1 11 ).

S eco n d ly , s in c e  w e ll-e d u c a te d  p e r so n s  are g e n e r a lly  m o re  in te r e s te d  
in  o b ta in in g  k n o w le d g e  a n d  in fo r m a tio n  th a n  le s s -e d u c a te d  p e r so n s , 
u n iv e r s ity  g r a d u a te s  a re  w e ll  v e r se d  in  S T D  (S e x u a l T r a n sm itte d  
D is e a s e )  or H IV /A ID S  c o n tr a c te d  by c o m m e r c ia l se x , co m p a red  w ith  
s e n io r  h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d u a te s . T h is  te n d e n c y  i s  p o in te d  o u t in  th e  
M u n a k a ta  s u r v e y  r e p o r t* 4 (M u n a k a ta  1993b: 7 9 -8 8 ).
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f) Smoker and non-smoker

T ab le  5 .7  S m o k in g  a n d  b u y in g  se x

N u m b e r  o f  
p e r s o n s

E n j o y e d  
c o m m e r c ia l  s e x

P e r c e n t a g e

S m o k er 112 46 4 1 .1

N o n -sm o k e r 118 19 1 6 .1

T o ta l 2 3 0 6 5 2 3 .3

T h is  w a s  n o t a n  ite m  o f  th e  su r v e y  a t  f ir s t , h o w e v e r  a s  Mr. Y  w a s  
c o n d u c tin g  c a r e fu l o b se r v a tio n  o f  J a p a n e s e  in v o lv e d  in  b u y in g  
c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s , h e  n o tic e d  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th o s e  w er e  sm o k e r s .  
A c tu a lly  a s u r p r is in g  r e s u lt  w a s  o b ta in e d  in  th is  su rv ey . A t f ir s t  g la n c e , 
th e r e  d o es  n o t se e m  to  be a  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  b u y in g  c o m m e r c ia l se x  
an d  sm o k in g . H o w ev er, th e  n u m b er  o f  J a p a n e s e  sm o k e r s  w h o  b o u g h t  
co m m e r c ia l se x  a t  T h a n iy a  w a s  2 .5  t im e s  a s  m a n y  a s  t h a t  o f  th e  grou p  o f  
n o n -sm o k e r s . A cco rd in g  to  Mr. Y s  o b se r v a tio n , m o st o f  th e  sm o k in g  grou p  
are h e a v y  sm o k e r s . T h ey  to ld  h im  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t q u it  sm o k in g  e v e n  
th o u g h  th e ir  c o l le a g u e s  a n d  fa m il ie s  w er e  d is g u s te d  b y  th e m .

R e c e n t ly  n o n -sm o k in g  c a m p a ig n s  h a v e  g ro w n  p o p u la r  m ore a n d  
m ore in  m a n y  c it ie s  in c lu d in g  th o s e  in  J a p a n . In  fa c t, th e  la c k  o f  m a n n e r s  
o f sm o k e r s  h a s  o fte n  b eco m e th e  ta r g e t  o f  c r it ic is m  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  in  
J a p a n e s e  so c ie ty . J a p a n e s e  sm o k e r s  a re  l ik e ly  n o t  to  p a y  a t te n t io n  to  
o th e r s  w h e n e v e r  a n d  w h e r e v e r  th e y  sm o k e . M o st do n o t m in d  th r o w in g
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c ig a r e t t e s  s tu b s  a w a y  on  p u b lic  r o a d s  a fte r  sm o k in g . T ra in  s t a t io n  
w o r k e r s  u s e d  to  c le a r  a w a y  a b a n d o n e d  c ig a r e t t e s  a s  th e ir  r o u tin e . 
N o w a d a y s  m a n y  s t a t io n s  a llo w  sm o k e r s  to  sm o k e  a t  o n ly  l im ite d  p la c e s ,  
b u t sm o k in g  on  th e  roa d  h a s  n o t b ee n  p r o h ib ited  y e t  in  J a p a n . W e c a n  s e e  
m a n y  sm o k e r s  sm o k in g  on  crow d ed  s t r e e t s .  T h ey  a lm o s t  fo r g e t th e y  a re  
w a lk in g  w ith  fire , w h ic h  is  s m a ll  b u t m ig h t  h u r t  o th e r s  or c a u s e  d a m a g e  
to  o th e r s ’ b e lo n g in g s .

F rom  th e s e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , i t  i s  g e n e r a lly  r e g a r d e d  th a t  sm o k in g  in  
p u b lic  i s  a g a in s t  e t iq u e t te  in  u rb a n  s o c ie t ie s .  B u y in g  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  is  
g e n e r a lly  r e g a r d e d  a s a n  im m o r a l a c t iv ity  a s  w e ll .  T h u s, n e ith e r  sm o k in g  
in  p u b lic  n or b u y in g  c o m m erc ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  i s  a n  a c t o f  a  s e n s ib le  p erso n . 
In  a s e n s e , th is  s u r v e y  r e s u lt  m a y  r a th e r  be u n d e r s ta n d a b le .

5 . 2  S u r v e y - 2  T h a n i y a  H o s t e s s e s

5.2.1 M e th o d  o f  th e  su rv e y

Mr. Y  a n d  th e  a u th o r  c o n d u c te d  p e r so n a l in te r v ie w s  w ith  4 0  T h a i  
h o s t e s s e s  w o r k in g  a t  n in e  ka ra o ke  h o u s e s  a t  th e  T h a n iy a  e n te r ta in m e n t  
a rea . Mr. Y  w a s  th e  m a in  in te r v ie w e r  a n d  th e  a u th o r  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  
in te r v ie w in g  s e v e r a l  t im e s  in  t h is  su rv ey . I n te r v ie w s  w er e  c o n d u c te d  
c a r e fu lly  n o t to  g iv e  th e  h o s t e s s e s  a h in t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  b e in g  in te r v ie w e d .  
T h is  (Was in  o rd er  to  o b ta in  h o n e s t  r e s p o n s e s  a n d  o b se r v e  h o s t e s s e s ’ 
b eh a v io r  a s  th e y  w ere . B o th  Mr. Y  a n d  th e  a u th o r  v is i t e d  ka ra o ke  

e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a s  c l ie n ts ,  p ic k e d  h o s t e s s e s  a s  o rd in a ry  c l ie n t s  d id , a n d  
e n jo y e d  ka ra o ke  for a co u p le  o f  h o u rs . I t  w a s  su r p r is in g  th a t  a w o m a n  
c l ie n t  w a s  s e e m in g ly  w e lc o m e d  a t  so m e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a n d  a llo w e d  to  
p ick  a h o s t e s s  to  be a cc o m p a n ie d  W e p re p a r e d  s e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s  on
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b ir th p la c e , a g e , fa m ily  c o n d itio n , e d u c a tio n  b a ck g ro u n d , r e m it t a n c e s  to  
th e ir  p a r e n ts , c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s , a n d  so  on. We p u t  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  
in to  c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  th e  h o s t e s s e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  th e  m e th o d  o f  
t h is  su rv ey , i t  to o k  s ix  m o n th s  for US to  in te r v ie w  fo r ty  h o s t e s s e s  from  
O ctob er  1 9 9 8  to  M a rch  1 999 .

T h e l im ita t io n  o f t h is  su r v e y  w a s  th e  la n g u a g e . B o th  o f  Mr. Y  a n d  
th e  a u th o r  w er e  a b le  to  e x c h a n g e  s im p le  c o n v e r sa t io n s  in  T h a i, b u t w h e n  
th e  ta lk s  b ec a m e  a l i t t l e  c o m p lic a te d , w e  co u ld  n o t h e lp  b u t f e e l  th e  
l im ita t io n  o f  ta k in g  th e  in te r v ie w s  d eep er  in to  p e r so n a l m a t te r s  w ith  o u r  
l im ite d  T h a i v o ca b u la ry . D e s p ite  our l im ite d  a b il i ty  to  c o n d u c t d eep  
in te r v ie w s , ou r poor T h a i a b ili ty  a llo w e d  a n  u n e x p e c te d  e f f ic ie n c y  by  
l e t t in g  d ow n  th e  h o s t e s s e s ’ g u a rd  to w a r d s  p e r so n a l q u e s t io n s . A s  m o s t  o f  
th e  h o s t e s s e s  m ig h t  th in k  th a t  w e w er e  m a k in g  a n  e ffo r t  to  c o m m u n ic a te  
w ith  th em , th e y  w ere  m o s t ly  p le a s e d  to  a n sw e r  our q u e s t io n s  t h a t  
o th e r w is e  m ig h t  h a v e  s e e m e d  too  p e r so n a l.

5 .2 .2  R e s u lts  o f  th e  in te rv ie w s  

a) E s ta b lish m e n ts  a n d  h o s te s se s

T h ere  are  a b o u t th r e e  h u n d r e d  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a t  th e  T h a n iy a  
e n t e r ta in m e n t  a rea . A s e x p la in e d  in  th e  C h a p ter  4, a l l  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  
ca n  b e d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  ty p es: 1) lu x u r y  k a ra o ke  h o u s e s  w h e r e  th e  
h o s t e s s e s  n e v e r  a c c e p t a  d a te  w ith  c u s to m e r s , in  o th e r  w ord s, th e y  n e v e r  
offer  or a c c e p t c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s ;  2) ka ra o ke  h o u s e s  w h e r e  so m e  
h o s t e s s e s  a re  r e a d y  for a  d a te , or a c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e , th e  o th e r s  are  
n o t a v a ila b le ;  a n d  3) d is g u is e d  ka ra o ke  h o u s e s  w h e r e  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  
w o r k e r s  are w a it in g  for c u s to m e r s  for th e  n ig h t .
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Mr. Y  m a in ly  u s e s  n in e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  for e s c o r t in g  h is  b u s in e s s  
c l ie n t s .  T ab le  5 .8  d e ta i ls  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  w e  v is i t e d  to  
in te r v ie w  h o s t e s s e s .  A m o n g  th e  n in e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts ,  B u n n y  C lub, E ly se e , 
J u n o  C lu b  a n d  P o ck y  C lub  a llo w  or e n c o u r a g e  th e  h o s t e s s e s  to  m a k e  e x tr a  
in co m e  th r o u g h  co m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s . J u n o  C lu b  a n d  P o ck y  C lu b  
o b v io u s ly  tr y  to  s o l ic i t  J a p a n e s e  c u s to m e r s  for co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  by  
a llo w in g  h o s t e s s e s  to  w ea r  s u g g e s t iv e  c lo th in g . E m p r e ss , M arcop olo , C lub  
S a c h i, a n d  R o k u m e ik a n  (w ith  a fe w  e x c e p t io n s  a s  d e sc r ib e d  in  C h a p ter  4) 
do n o t le t  a n y  h o s t e s s e s  a ccep t a d a te  w ith  c u s to m e r s . S o m e  h o s t e s s e s  a re  
r e a d y  for c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  a t  Y uka.
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T ab le  5 .8  K araoke  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a n d  n u m b er  o f  h o s t e s s e s  in te r v ie w e d

E s t a b l i s h m e n t N o . o f C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f C o m m e r c ia l
N a m e h o s t e s s e s T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s s e x

B u n n y  C lu b '...5 K arao ke  c o m p a r tm e n ts A v a ila b le

E ly s e e 3 K araoke  lo u n g e A v a ila b le

E m p r e ss .....3 ................. K araoke  lo u n g e N o

J u n o  C lu b 2 H o s te s s e s  c h a n g e  c lo th e s  to  
u n d erw ea r , n u r s e  u n ifo rm , 
a ir l in e  u n ifo rm , a n d  o th e r s  
a s  r e q u e s te d  b y  c u s to m e r s

A v a ila b le

M arcop o lo 2 L u x u r io u s  ka ra o ke  
c o m p a r tm e n ts

N o

P o ck y  C lu b 5 H o s t e s s e s  w e a r  J a p a n e s e  
h ig h  sc h o o l u n ifo rm  o n  
W e d n e sd a y s  a n d  S u n d a y s

A v a ila b le

C lu b  S a c h i 1  1 K arao ke  c o m p a r tm e n ts N o

Y u k a 10 K arao ke  c o m p a r tm e n ts A v a ila b le

R o k u m e ik a n

T o t a l

โ 9 ..................

4 0

L u x u r io u s  k a ra o ke  
c o m p a r tm e n t a n d  lo u n g e

S e e m in g ly  n o
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b) Age distribution

T ab le  5 .9  A ge  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  th e  fo r ty  h o s t e s s e s

A g e N u m b e r P e r c e n ta g e

-1 9 5 1 2 .5

2 0 -2 4 2 3 5 7 .5

2 5 -2 9 8 2 0 .0

CO : 1:;©
: 3 7 .5

N o a n s w e r 1 2 .5

T ota l 4 0 1 0 0 .0

90  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  h o s t e s s e s  w er e  c o n c e n tr a te d  in  th e  a g e  grou p  
u n d er  th ir ty . F u r th e r m o r e , 70 p e r c e n t o f  th e  w o m en  w e r e  u n d er  25 y e a r s  
old , a n d  5 7 .5  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  w h o le  w er e  a g e d  b e tw e e n  2 0  a n d  24 . T h ere  
w ere  f iv e  w o m e n  w h o  a n sw e r e d  t h a t  th e y  w er e  19 y e a r s  o ld . S o m e  o f  th e m  
m ig h t be y o u n g e r  th a n  19, e v e n  i f  so , th e y  w o u ld  b e in s tr u c te d  by th e ir  
m a n a g e r s  t h a t  th e y  a n sw e r  th e y  a re  19 y e a r s . T h is  i s  b e c a u se  o f  th e  la t e s t  
P r o s t itu t io n  P r e v e n t io n  a n d  S u p p r e ss io n  A ct, in  w h ic h  a s e v e r e r  
p u n is h m e n t  is  s e t t le d  a g a in s t  th o s e  w h o  b u y  s e x  s e r v ic e s  from  w o m e n  
u n d er  18 y e a r s  old .

In  c o m p a r iso n , B o o n c h a la k s i  a n d  G u e s t’s  s u r v e y  r e s u lt s  sh o w  th a t  
75 p e r c e n t o f  th e  5 4  w o m en , w h om  th e y  in te r v ie w e d  a t  m a s s a g e  p a r lo rs  in
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B a n g k o k  in  1 99 2 , w er e  a g ed  2 5  a n d  u nd er, a n d  8 9  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  w h o le  
w er e  3 0  a n d  u n d er  (1 9 9 4 : 57). B o th  th e  r e s u l t s  sh o w  s im ila r  a g e  
d is tr ib u t io n s  a lth o u g h  th e  ty p e s  o f  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a re  d iffe r e n t. 
A n a ly z in g  th e  r e s u lt s ,  th e  ta b le  sh o w s  th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  w o m e n  
w o r k in g  in  s e x u a l  e n te r ta in m e n t  se c to r  in  B a n g k o k  a re  a g e d  2 5  a n d  
u n d er . In  c o n tr a s t , th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th o s e  a g e d  3 0  a n d  o v er  w il l  
c o n s id e r a b ly  d im in ish .

c) B ir th p la ce

T ab le  5 .1 0  B ir th p la c e

R e g io n  o f  b ir t h p la c e N u m b e r P e r c e n t a g e

B a n g k o k ;....... ....1 2 ......... . 3 0 .0

V ic in i t y  o f  B a n g k o k 2 5 .0

C e n t r a l ■ 1 “ .... ..... .....2 . 5 ..~

E a s t e r n 3 7 .5

W e s t e r n 0

jjo]ol

N o r t h e a s t e r n 11 2 7 .5

N o r t h e r n ..............8 ......... ......... 2 0 .0

S o u t h e r n 1 2 .5

N o  a n s w e r ..2 5 .0

T o t a l 4 0 1 0 0 .0
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A b o u t 80  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  sa m p le  h o s t e s s e s  c a m e  from  th e  th r e e  
reg io n s; N o r th er n , N o r th e a s te r n  a n d  B a n g k o k  a rea . T h a t m a n y  y o u n g  
w o m en  m ig r a te  from  N o r th e r n  a n d  N o r th e a s te r n  to  B a n g k o k  is  v e r if ie d  in  
th e  su r v e y  r e s u lt s .  C o m p a r in g  s im ila r  su r v e y s  d on e  by P h o n g p a ic h it , a n d  
B o o n c h a la k s i  a n d  G u e s t  a s  sh o w n  in  C h a p ter  3, h o w ev er , th e  p ro p o rtio n  
o f  th e  w o m en  b orn  in  B a n g k o k  is  la r g e r  th a n  th o s e  from  th e  N o r th  a n d  
N o rth  E a s t . In  b o th  o f  P h o n g p a ic h it , an d  B o o c h a la k s i  a n d  G u e s t’s  su r v e y s ,  
th e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  w o m e n  from  B a n g k o k  w a s  in c lu d e d  in  t h a t  o f  th e  
re g io n  o f  th e  C e n tr a l P la in , u p  to  2 0  p er c e n t. M e a n w h ile , ou r  su r v e y  
r e s u lt  o b ta in e d  th a t  3 0  p e r c e n t o f  th e  w h o le  sa m p le  w a s  o cc u p ie d  by th o s e  
b orn  in  B a n g k o k .

S e v e r a l r e a s o n s  w h y  th e r e  are m ore w o m e n  from  B a n g k o k  c a n  be  
h y p o th e s iz e d . F ir s tly , th e  T h a n iy a  e n te r ta in m e n t  p la c e  is  r a r e ly  p o p u la r  
a m o n g  T h a i p e o p le  e v e n  in  B a n g k o k , m u ch  le s s  in  th e  r u r a l d is tr ic ts ,  
s in c e  i t  i s  c a te g o r iz e d  a s  a J a p a n e s e -o n ly  sp o t. J o b s  a t  T h a n iy a , th ereb y , 
are n o t e a s y  to  f in d  a m o n g  th o s e  n o t s t a y in g  in  B a n g k o k  for a c e r ta in  
p er iod . S eco n d ly , o w n e r s  a n d  m a n a g e r s  o f  m a s s a g e  p a r lo r s  g e n e r a lly  h a v e  
c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  a g e n ts  w h o  r e c r u it  y o u n g  w o m e n  a n d  su p p ly  th e m  to  
m a ssa g e  p a r lo r s . A g e n ts  a re  a c t in g  in  v i l la g e s  in  N o r th e r n  a n d  
N o r th e a s te r n  T h a ila n d , a n d  r e c r u it  y o u n g  r u r a l w o m e n  in  e x c h a n g e  for  
a n  a d v a n c e  p a y  to  th e ir  p a r e n ts . M a n y  m a s s e u s e s , th e r e fo r e , go d ir e c t ly  
from  th e  h o m e to w n s  to  B a n g k o k  to  w ork  a s  m a s s a g e  g ir ls  (P h o n g p a ic h it  
1982: 15, B o o n c h a la k s i  a n d  G u e s t  1994: 59). In  a s e n s e , th e  w o m e n  
w o r k in g  a t T h a n iy a  m ig h t  be l e s s  c o n tr o lle d  or p r e s s u r e d  th a n  th o s e  
w o r k in g  a t  m a s s a g e  p a r lo rs .
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d) R e m itta n c e s  to fa m ily

T ab le  5 .11  p r o v id e s  th e  n u m b er  o f  th e  sa m p le d  h o s t e s s e s  d iv id e d  
in to  th e  r e g io n s  o f  b ir th p la c e , a s  w e l l  a s  th e  n u m b er  a n d  th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  
th o s e  m a d e  r e m itta n c e  to  th e ir  p a r e n ts .

T ab le  5 .1 1  R e m itta n c e s  to  fa m ily

B ir t h p la c e N u m b e r N u m b e r  o f  
R e m it t in g

P e r c e n t a g e

B angkok " ' 1 2 .......... ...........  2 ..... 16.7
N o rth e a s te rn 11

i
7 63.6

N o rth e rn 8 ■....5..... ......62 .5 .........
T he o th e rs 9 2 : 2 2 .2

T o ta l ......... 40.......... ...... ■.... 16... 4 0 .0

M ore th a n 60 p e rc en t of th e h o stesses  w hose hom etow ns
N o r th e r n  a n d  N o r th e a s t  d is t r ic ts  r e s p e c t iv e ly  a n sw e r e d  th a t  th e y  m a d e  
r e m itta n c e  to  th e ir  p a r e n ts . T h e  p ro p o r tio n s  w er e  m u ch  h ig h e r  th a n  th o s e  
in  th e  o th e r  r e g io n s . T h e se  f ig u r e s  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  d a u g h te r s ’ o b lig a t io n  
in  th e  tw o  r e g io n s  r e m a in s  m u ch  s tr o n g e r  th a n  a n y  o th e r  d is tr ic t  in  th e  
n a tio n . F or e x a m p le , w h e n  in te r v ie w in g , o n e  from  th e  N o r th e a s t  r e p lie d  
th a t  sh e  r e m it te d  2 ,0 0 0  b a h t e v e r y  m o n th  to  h er  p a r e n ts . A n o th e r  from  
th e  N o r th e r n  s a d ly  s a id  to  US th a t  h er  m o th e r  c o m p la in e d  to  h e r  a b o u t  
in s u f f ic ie n t  r e m itta n c e . M e a n w h ile , o n ly  16 p e r c e n t  a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  
w er e  b orn  in  B a n g k o k  p ro v id e  eco n o m ic  su p p o r t to  th e ir  p a r e n ts . T he  
d iffe r e n c e  ca n  s u g g e s t  a g ap  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n ’s c o n s c io u s n e s s  to w a r d s
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w o r k in g  b e tw e e n  u rb a n  a n d  ru ra l: w o rk in g  for th e ir  p a r e n ts  u n d er  th e  
p r e ssu r e  o f  d a u g h te r s ’ o b lig a t io n  a n d  for s a t is fa c t io n  o f  th e ir  o w n  
d em a n d s.

e) E d u ca tio n a l background

T ab le 5 .1 2  N u m b er  a n d  p e r c e n ta g e  d is tr ib u t io n  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  
b a ck g ro u n d

A c a d e m ic  l e v e l N u m b e r P e r c e n t a g e

P r im a r y 2 4 6 0 .0

L ow er  se c o n d a r y 10 2 5 .0

U p p er  se c o n d a r y : 3...... ... 7 .5

N o  a n sw e r 3 7 .5

T o ta l 4 0 1 0 0 .0

T h e  la r g e s t  p ro p o r tio n  o f  th e  h o s t e s s e s  f in is h e d  o n ly  p r im a ry  
e d u c a tio n . O n ly  2 5  p e r c e n t o f  th e  w h o le  s tu d ie d  up  to  lo w e r  se c o n d a r y  
sc h o o ls . T h is  v a lu e  is  a l i t t l e  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  1 6 .7  p e r c e n t  o b ta in e d  by  
B o o n c h a la k s i  an d  G u e s t ’s  s u r v e y  r e s u lt s  (s e e  C h a p ter  3), b u t m u ch  lo w e r  
th a n  th e  39  p e r c e n t r e p o r te d  in  “W orld  E d u c a t io n  R ep o rt 1 9 9 6 ” by  
U N E S C O  (J a p a n e s e  E co n o m ic  P la n n in g  A g en cy  1997: 2 4 5 ). A ll  o f  th e  
th r e e  h o s t e s s e s  in  th e  s e c t io n  o f  u p p er  se c o n d a r y  r e p lie d  t h a t  th e y  w ere  
s tu d y in g  a t  u n iv e r s it ie s .  Two o f  th e m  h a d  b een  w o r k in g  a t th e  sa m e  
lu x u r y  ka ra o ke  lo u n g e  w h e r e  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  w er e  n e v e r
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p r e se n te d . T h e  o th er , w h o  w a s  w o r k in g  for c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s ,  
r e sp o n d e d  th a t  s h e  w a s  a s t u d e n t  o f  R a m k h a m h a e n g  U n iv e r s ity .* 5 W e 
d id  n o t h a v e  c le a r  a n s w e r s  from  th e m  w h e th e r  th e y  w er e  w o r k in g  a t  
T h a n iy a  for th e ir  s tu d y  or j u s t  for b e tte r  p a y  a s  a p a r t  t im e  job . N o  
r e la t io n  co u ld  be fo u n d  b e tw e e n  e d u c a tio n a l b a ck g ro u n d  a n d  b ir th p la c e .  
In  c o n c lu s io n , th e  n u m b e r s  o b v io u s ly  sh o w  th a t  poor e d u c a t io n a l  
b a ck g ro u n d  is  s t i l l  o n e  o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  fa c to r s  th a t  le a d  y o u n g  w o m e n  
in to  th e  s e x u a l  e n t e r ta in m e n t  secto r .

f) H om e backg ro un d

T ab le  5 .1 3  M a r ita l s t a t u s  o f  th e  h o s t e s s e s ’ p a r e n ts  a n d  th e m s e lv e s

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c N u m b e r P e r c e n t a g e

E v er h a d  an y  problem  in  fam ily 2 0 5 0 .0

D etails o f the problem s
l i i iB

P a re n ts  a re  s e p a ra te d  or d ivorced
'

1  8 2 0 .0

B oth or e i th e r  of p a re n ts  a re  dead 6 1 5 .0

E ver m a rried 7 1 7 .5

H ave ch ild ren 2 5 .0

S u ch  q u e s t io n s , a s  th e y  a re  v er y  p e r so n a l, m u s t  n o t  be d if f ic u lt  to  
a n sw er , b u t 3 6  o f  th e  fo r ty  m a d e  so m e  r e s p o n s e s . A s  T a b le  5 .1 3  in d ic a te s , 
i t  i s  r a th e r  s u r p r is in g , b u t n e v e r t h e le s s  tru e , th a t  h a l f  o f  th e  h o s t e s s e s
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h a d  p ro b lem s c o n c e r n in g  fa m ily  m a tte r s . W h en  th e  p ro b le m s w er e  so r te d  
a cco rd in g  to  c h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  i t  w a s  c le a r  th a t  so m e  h o s t e s s e s  h a v e  b een  
in v o lv e d  in  tw o  or th r e e  p ro b lem s in  th e ir  l iv e s .

T h e  fo llo w in g s  a re  th e  s t o r ie s  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  e v e r  m arried :
- A  25  y e a r -o ld  h o s t e s s  d iv o rced  a n d  h er  e x -h u sb a n d  took  th e ir  c h ild  a w a y  
from  her.
- A  25  y ea r -o ld  h o s t e s s  d iv o rced  b e c a u se  h er  h u sb a n d  h a d  n o t tr ie d  to  f in d  
a job  a n d  o fte n  b e a t  her.
- A  20  y e a r -o ld  h o s t e s s  h a d  m a rr ied  a J a p a n e s e  m a n , b u t h e  h a s  g o n e  to  
J a p a n  a lo n e .
- A  23  y e a r -o ld  h o s t e s s  ra n  a w a y  from  h er  h u sb a n d  w ith  h er  ch ild . H er  
p a r e n ts  w er e  d iv o rced  a s  w e ll.
- A  19 y e a r -o ld  h o s te s s ,  w h o  h a d  b ee n  a co m m erc ia l s e x  w o rk er  b efo re  b u t  
n o t a t  p r e se n t , h a d  a p r e g n a n t  1 7 -y e a r -o ld  s is te r . S h e  n o te d  t h a t  h er  
y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  h a d  s ta y e d  w ith  a J a p a n e s e  c u sto m e r  a n d  b ee n  g iv e n  
m o n th ly  a llo w a n c e , b u t s h e  w a s  a b a n d o n e d  so o n  a fte r  h e  b ec a m e  a w a r e  o f  
h er  p reg n a n cy .

S e e in g  th e s e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , m a n y  o f  th e m  h a v e  l ik e ly  g ro w n  up  in  
fa m il ie s  la c k in g  th e  p a r e n ts ’ a t te n t io n  to  th e  c h ild r e n . T h e  la c k  o f  fa m ily  
e d u c a tio n  c o u ld  be o n e  e le m e n t  t h a t  p u s h e s  th e  y o u n g  w o m en  in to  th e  
s e x u a l  e n te r ta in m e n t  se c to r  to  m a k e  e a r n in g s  e n o u g h  to  b eco m e  
in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e ir  p a r e n ts , or ta k e  ca re  o f  th e m  a s  w e ll .
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g) Commercial sex services

T ab le  5 .1 4  R e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  k a ra o ke  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  
a n d  th e  w o m en  in v o lv e d  in  c o m m e r c ia l se x  s e r v ic e s

C h a r a c t e r  o f  N u m b e r  o f  N u m b e r  o f  P e r c e n t a g e
E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  h o s t e s s e s  h o s t e s s e s  e a r n in g

fr o m  c o m m e r c ia l  
s e x  s e r v ic e s

C o m m erc ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s 2 5 21 8 4 .0
a v a ila b le

N o t  a v a ila b le 15 0 0 . 0

T o ta l 4 0 21 5 2 .5

T ab le  5 .1 5  E s ta b l is h m e n ts  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s * N u m b e r  o f N u m b e r o f  A v e r a g e  f r e q u e n c y  o f
t h e  h o s t e s s e s c o m m e r c ia l s e x  c o m m e r c ia l  s e x
in t e r v ie w e d w o r k e r s e r v i c e s  ( a  w e e k )

B u n n y  C lu b .." ...... 5 ........ ... ..........4 ......... 3 .5 0

E ly s é e 3 3 1 .6 7

J u n o ............2 ................ 2  ......~~ 1 .2 5

P o ck y  C lu b 5 5 4 .0 0

Y uka 10 ’"'ไ'....~7 1 .4 3

* The listed  e sta b lish m en ts allow  or encourage the h o ste sse s  to earn extra
earn in gs from com m ercial sex  serv ices offered by the clien ts.
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W h eth e r  th e  h o s t e s s e s  a re  in v o lv e d  in  co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  or n o t  
a p p a r e n t ly  d e p e n d s  on  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts .  S o m e  p la c e s  
a llo w  a ll  th e  h o s t e s s e s  to  m a k e  e x tr a  e a r n in g s  from  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  
s e r v ic e s  r e q u e s te d  by th e  c l ie n ts ,  o th e r s  do n ot. 21 w o m en  o f  th e  25  
w o r k in g  a t  th e  fo rm er  ty p e  o f  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  a n sw e r e d  th a t  th e y  se r v e d  
co m m e r c ia l sex , b u t th e  a v e r a g e  fr e q u e n c y  o f  c o m m e r c ia l se x  s e r v ic e s  w a s  
d iffe r e n t a cc o r d in g  to  e s ta b l is h m e n ts .  A s d e sc r ib e d  in  C h a p ter  4, B u n n y  
C lub  e m p lo y s  m ore th a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  h o s t e s s e s  a n d  m o st o f  th e m  are  
re a d y  for c o m m e r c ia l se x  se r v ic e s , w h ile  P o ck y  C lub  p er fo rm s a s p e c ia l  
s e r v ic e  to  s o lic it  J a p a n e s e  m en . In  th is  w ay, th e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  h a v e  
th e ir  ow n  r e p u ta t io n s , a n d  J a p a n e s e  c l ie n t s  w h o  are  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  
c h a r a c te r s  o f  T h a n iy a  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  l ik e ly  s e le c t  an  e s ta b l is h m e n t  to  
e sc o r t  th e ir  b u s in e s s  c l ie n t s  for th e  n ig h t  a cco rd in g  to  th e ir  ta s te s :  d e s ir e  
or n o t for c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s .

S in c e  i t  i s  q u ite  n a tu r a l th a t  th e  w o m e n  w o r k in g  a t  th e  la t te r  ty p e  
o f e s ta b l is h m e n ts  h a v e  n e v e r  s e r v e d  a n y  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s , w e  
a sk e d  q u e s t io n s  in  a d iffe r e n t w ay, “W h a t w il l  y o u  s a y  i f  y o u  a re  a s k e d  for 
a d a te  by J a p a n e s e  c lie n ts ? ” M a n y  o f  th e m  a n sw e r e d  “n o ”, b u t so m e  o f  
th e m  r e p lie d  t h a t  sh e  w o u ld  a c c e p t i f  h e  w ere  h er  ty p e . T h e  in te r v ie w  
sh o u ld  be e v id e n t  th a t  co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  h a v e  a lr e a d y  b eco m e a 
v er y  p o p u la r  s e r v ic e  a t  T h a n iy a  ka ra o ke  e s ta b l is h m e n ts .

5 . 3  Concluding R e m a r k s

T h is  s t u d y ’s r e s u lt s  sh o w  th a t  T h a n iy a  is  s t i l l  a com m o n  p la c e  for  
se tta i, or c o rp o ra te  e n te r ta in m e n t . I t is  s t i l l  c u s to m a r y  for J a p a n e s e  
r e s id e n t  o ff ic e r s  to  in v ite  th e ir  v is i to r s  to  d r in k  a t T h a n iy a . In  th is  su rv ey ,
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7 2 .3  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  v is i to r s  w h o m  Mr. Y  o ffered  to  e sc o r t  to  T h a n iy a  
a c c e p te d  h is  offer. A m o n g  th e  2 7 .7  p e r c e n t, th e  2 6  p e r so n s  w h o  d id  n o t  
a c c e p t h is  offer, o n ly  th r e e  d e f in it e ly  r e fu s e d  b e c a u se  th e y  d id  n o t l ik e  to  
v is i t  su c h  a p la ce . T h e  o th e r  s e v e n  p e r so n s  r e fu s e d  h is  o ffer  b e c a u se  th e ir  
su p e r io r s , w h o  w ere  a cc o m p a n ie d  w ith  th em , d ec id ed  n o t to  go to  T h a n iy a . 
T h is  r e f le c ts  a  ty p ic a l fe a tu r e  o f  J a p a n e s e  co rp o ra te  cu ltu re : in fe r io r s  a re  
su p p o se d  to  o b ey  th e ir  s u p e r io r s ’ d e c is io n .

A m o n g  th o s e  w h o m  Mr. Y  e sc o r te d  to  T h a n iy a , 2 8 .3  p e r c e n t  o f  th e m  
b o u g h t c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s . T h ere  a re  no s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e s  in  
th e  c o n d it io n s  o f m a r ita l  s t a tu s  a n d  a g e  d is tr ib u tio n  a m o n g  th e  J a p a n e s e  
m en  w h o  b o u g h t c o m m e r c ia l s e x  se r v ic e s . H o w ev er , n o t ic e a b le  r e la t io n s  
are fo u n d  in  th e  tw o  s u r v e y s  b e tw e e n  b u y in g  co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  a n d  
e d u c a tio n  career , a n d  sm o k in g . T h e  p e r c e n ta g e s  o f  th o s e  b u y in g  
c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  o f  u n iv e r s ity  g r a d u a te s  a n d  h ig h  sc h o o l  
g r a d u a te s  a re  2 3 .7  p e r c e n t  a n d  5 2 .2  p e r c e n t r e sp e c t iv e ly . T h o se  o f  
sm o k e r s  a n d  n o n -sm o k e r s  are 4 1 .1  p e r c e n t a n d  16.1  p e r c e n t r e sp e c t iv e ly .  
B o th  s u r v e y s  in d ic a te  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e s  in  th e  r e s u lt s .

A cco rd in g  to  a su r v e y  in  1 99 1 , c o n d u c te d  by H IV  r e se a r c h  g ro u p  in  
th e  M in is tr y  o f  H e a lth  a n d  W elfa re  o f  J a p a n , th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  J a p a n e s e  
m en  w h o  e n jo y e d  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  w h e n  v is i t in g  a b ro ad  w a s  21  
p e r c e n t  a s  th e  m ea n , w h ile  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th o s e  a g e d  fo r ty  a n d  o v er  
w e n t  up  to  2 5  p e r c e n t  (M u n a k a ta  1993b: 86). A n o th e r  o b se r v a t io n  
c o n d u c te d  b y  a fe m in is t  grou p  in  J a p a n  sh o w s  th a t  2 3 .5  p e r c e n t o f  2 5 0 0  
J a p a n e s e  m e n  h a v e  e n jo y e d  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s  w h e n  th e y  m a d e  a 
b u s in e s s  tr ip  ab road . T h e  f ig u r e  w a s  n o t in f lu e n c e d  by th e ir  m a r ita l  
s t a t u s  (Y om iu ri S h im b u n  J u n e  3, 1 9 9 8 ). Mr. Y ’s o b se r v a t io n  sh o w e d  2 8 .3  
p e r c e n t  from  th e  sa m e  su rv e y . F rom  th e s e  f ig u r e s , i t  c a n  be s e e n  th a t  o n e  
in  e v e r y  th r e e  or fo u r  J a p a n e s e  m en  te n d  to  en jo y  co m m e r c ia l s e x  s e r v ic e s
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w h e n  th e y  go a b ro a d  on  b u s in e s s  tr ip , a n d  th e  te n d e n c y  is  n o t in f lu e n c e d  
by th e ir  m a r ita l  s t a t u s  or a g e  d is tr ib u t io n  b u t is  v a r ie d  a cco rd in g  to  th e ir  
m o ra l n a tu r e  or s e n s e  o f  v a lu e .

It is  o fte n  s a id  th a t  T h a i p eo p le  a re  fr ie n d ly  to  a n y o n e  in  g e n e r a l. I t  
w a s  g r e a t  h e lp  th a t  a lm o s t  o f  a ll th e  h o s t e s s e s  w e  in te r v ie w e d  r e p lie d  to  
our p e r so n a l q u e s t io n s  in  a fr ie n d ly  m a n n er , e v e n  th o u g h  o n ly  a fe w  o f  
th e m  r e p lie d  u s in g  m ore th a n  th e ir  n ic k n a m e s . T h e  s u r v e y  r e s u lt  is  l ik e ly  
to  r e f le c t  th e  s ig n if ic a n t  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f y o u n g -w o m e n  m ig r a n ts  in to  
th e  T h a i s e x  in d u s tr y  th a t  h a s  b een  d is c u s s e d  for a lo n g  p er iod . F ir s tly , a t  
l e a s t  h a l f  o f  th e m  h a v e  h a d  fa m ily  p ro b lem s, su c h  a s  d iv o rce  or se p a r a t io n  
o f  th e m s e lv e s  or th e ir  p a r e n ts . S eco n d ly , th e ir  e d u c a t io n  b a ck g ro u n d  w a s  
poor, p oorer  th a n  th e  a v e r a g e  o f  th e  w h o le  n a tio n  a s  r e p o r te d  b y  U N E S C O . 
L a stly , m a n y  o f  th e m , e s p e c ia l ly  th o s e  from  N o r th e r n  a n d  N o r th e a s te r n  
d is tr ic ts , m a k e  r e g u la r  r e m it ta n c e s  to  th e ir  fa m ilie s .  T h e se  are  th e  p o in ts  
th a t  P h o n g p a ic h it , a n d  B o o n c h a la k s i  a n d  G u e st  h a v e  a lr e a d y  s ig n if ie d  in  
1 9 8 0  a n d  1 99 2  r e sp e c t iv e ly . S e e in g  a s  a lm o s t  th e  sa m e  te n d e n c y  a s  th e  
p r e v io u s  o n e s  a p p e a r e d  in  ou r  su r v e y  a t  T h a n iy a  d u r in g  1 9 9 8 -9 , l i t t l e  
im p r o v e m e n t s e e m s  to  h a v e  p er fo rm ed  d u r in g  th e s e  tw o  d e c a d e s  in  th is  
rega rd .

S e e in g  th e  T h a n iy a  e n te r ta in m e n t  a re a  from  o n e  s id e , a s  d esc r ib e d  
in  C h a p ter  4, th e  p la c e  i s  m o d e le d  a fte r  G in za  n ig h tc lu b  d is tr ic t  for o n ly  
J a p a n e s e  shayo-zoku , or e x p e n se -a c c o u n t  sp e n d e r s , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  
a p p ea r a n c e  o f  T h a n iy a  h a s  b ee n  s h if t in g  to  a p la c e  for s e x u a l  
e n te r ta in m e n t  re ce n tly . H o w ev er , o b se r v in g  from  th e  o th e r  s id e , from  th e  
p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  h o s t e s s e s ,  T h a n iy a  s e e m s  to  be ju s t  o n e  o f  th e  s e x u a l  
e n te r ta in m e n t  a r e a s  in  B a n g k o k , w h e r e  y o u n g  a n d  p o o r ly  e d u c a te d  
w o m e n  from  poor fa m il ie s  a re  g a th e r e d  in  ord er  to  e a r n  e n o u g h  to su p p o rt  
p a r e n ts  or m a k e  th e ir  o w n  liv in g .
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N o t e s

1. E x tr a -g o v e r n m e n ta l o r g a n iz a t io n s  are d ir e c t ly  m a n a g e d  by th e  
J a p a n e s e  m in is tr ie s ,  h o w ev e r  th e  w o r k e r s  a re  n o t in  o f f ic ia l  s t a tu s .  
T h e se  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a re  e s ta b l is h e d  in  ord er  to  co v er  r e la t in g  ta s k s  a n d  
s u r v e y s  p la n n e d  by th e  h ea d  m in is tr ie s .  S o m e  are  r u n  b y  th e  a n n u a l  
b u d g e t o f  th e ir  h ea d  m in is tr ie s  w h ile  o th e r s  are r u n  by th e ir  ow n  
b u d g e t.

2 . ‘B u s in e s s  b a c h e lo r ’ i s  a b u s in e s s m a n  l iv in g  a lo n e  in  th e  p la c e  w h e r e  h e  
i s  tr a n s fe r r e d  e v e n  th o u g h  h e  h a s  a fa m ily  to  l iv e  w ith . T h ere  a re  m a n y  
J a p a n e s e  b u s in e s s  b a c h e lo r s  in s id e  a n d  o u ts id e  J a p a n  a s  w e ll .  T h e  
r e a s o n s  a re  th a t  h is  fa m ily  d is a g r e e s  to  m o ve , a co u p le  h a s  o ld  p a r e n ts  
to  ta k e  c a r e  of, th e ir  c h ild r e n  h a v e  to  s t a y  for fu r th e r  e d u c a tio n , a n d  so  
on.

3 . R e g a r d in g  e d u c a tio n  c o n tin u a n c e  r a te  in  J a p a n , th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  
s t u d e n ts  w h o  w e n t  o n  to  se n io r  h ig h  sc h o o ls  e x c e e d e d  9 0  p e r c e n t  in  
1 97 5  a n d  i t  h a s  s ta y e d  a t a b o u t 95  p e r c e n t for b o th  m a le  a n d  fe m a le  
s t u d e n ts  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s . T h e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  s t u d e n ts  c o n t in u in g  o n  to  
u n iv e r s i t ie s  h a s  b een  a b o u t 4 0  p e r c e n t for m a le s  in  th e s e  tw o  d eca d es , 
w h ile  i t  h a s  b ee n  in c r e a s in g  from  12 p e r c e n t  u p  to  2 4  p e r c e n t  for  
fe m a le s  in  th e  sa m e  p er io d  (R ep o rt m a d e  b y  M in is tr y  o f  E d u c a tio n , 
J a p a n , q u o ted  in  Japan  A lm a n a c  1998).

4 . M u n a k a ta ’s s u r v e y  sh o w s  w h ite -c o lla r  J a p a n e s e  h a d  k n o w le d g e  a n d  
in fo r m a tio n  o f  H IV /A ID S  m ore c o r r e c t ly  a n d  c le a r ly  th a n  th o s e  o f  b lu e-  
c o lla r s . F or in s ta n c e , to  th e  q u e s tio n , “H ow  m u ch  do y o u  g e t  
in fo r m a tio n  a b o u t H IV /A ID S ? ” m ore th a n  5 0  p e r c e n t  w h ite  co lla r  
J a p a n e s e  a n sw e r e d , “I h a v e  s u f f ic ie n t  k n o w le d g e ”, w h ile , o n ly  a b o u t 20
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p e r c e n t o f  b lu e  c o lla r  a n sw e r e d  th e  sa m e  (1 993 b : 79).

5. T h e  f ir s t  o p en  u n iv e r s ity  in  T h a ila n d  e s ta b l is h e d  in  1 9 7 1 . T h ey  h a v e  no  
e n tr a n c e  e x a m in a tio n . T ota l e n r o llm e n t  w a s  2 3 8 ,9 8 4  a s  o f  1 99 5  
(T h a ila n d  in  F ig u r e s , A lp h a  R e se a r c h  C o .,L td . 1 9 9 7 -1 9 9 8 : 101).
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