
CHAPTER III

BAI CULTURE, AND TOURISM IMPACTS ON DALI

3.1 BAI CULTURE

A s  th e  o n ly  B a i  a u to n o m o u s  p re fe c tu re  in  C h in a ,  D a li  is w h e re  m o s t  o f  th e  B a i p e o p le  

l iv e . T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  u n iq u e  B a i  c u l tu re  b e c o m e s  o n e  im p o r ta n t  a t t r a c t io n  h e re . “ B a i”  m e a n s  

w h i te  in  C h in e s e ,  a s  B a i  p e o p le  a d m ire  w h ite  c o lo r  a n d  e n jo y  b e in g  c le a n .  T h e  d re s s  a n d  

a r c h i te c tu r e  a r e  a ls o  b a s e d  o n  w h ite  co lo r . C o lo r fu l  v e s ts ,  w a is tb a n d s ,  h e a d g e a r  a re  

s u p p le m e n ts  fo r  th e  d re s s .

>  D re s s

Y o u n g  B a i w o m e n  in  D a li  O ld  T o w n  a r e a  w e a r  

B a o to u  ( h e a d g e a r ) .  T h e  d re s s  h a s  a  w h ite  b a s e  w ith  re d  

f lo w e r s ,  w h i te  lo n g  s le e v e  s h ir t ,  w h ite  lo n g  p a n ts  w ith  

re d  f lo w e r s  o n  th e  e d g e s ,  a  re d  c o v e r  v e s t  a n d  th e n  a  

b la c k  o r  re d  a p ro n . M e n  w e a r  w h ite  s h ir t ,  w h ite  lo n g  

p a n ts ,  w i th  a  b la c k  o r  d a r k  b lu e  v e s t .  G ir ls  w ill  d re s s  

d if f e r e n t ly  a f te r  m a r r ia g e .  D re s s e s  d if f e r  s l ig h tly  

b e tw e e n  d if f e r e n t  re g io n s .

Photo Source: Dali Travel Group

>  F o o d

D u e  to  th e  s ta b le  c l im a te ,  v e g e ta b le s  a re  a v a i la b le  in  a ll s e a s o n s ,  so  B a i p e o p le  lik e  

h a v in g  f r e s h  v e g e ta b le s  f o r  e v e ry  m e a l .  T h e ir  s ta p le  fo o d  is r ic e . B a i p e o p le  a re  fa m o u s  fo r  

th e ir  p ic k le d  v e g e ta b le s .  T h e i r  m a in  m e a t  d is h  is p o rk , a n d  th e y  o f te n  u se  p o rk  to  m ak e  

s a u s a g e s ,  h a m s , s a l te d  p o rk  a n d  d r ie d  p ig  l iv e rs . T h e  B a i h a v e  th e  c u s to m  o f  e a t in g  s lig h tly  

ro a s te d ,  ra w  p ig  s k in  a n d  a lm o s t  f re s h  p o rk  th a t  h a s  b e c o m e  a fa m o u s  d is h  in  D a li  n o w . T h o se
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w h o  l iv e  c lo s e  to  la k e s  a r e  g o o d  a t  m a k in g  f is h  d is h e s . T h e  B a i e n jo y  d r in k in g  a lc o h o l  an d  

th e y  d r in k  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  C h in e s e  w h ite  a lc o h o l ,  w h i le  s o m e  a lc o h o l  is fro m  m e d ic in e  

p la n ts  (Q ia n  2 0 0 4 ) .  T h e y  p r e f e r  sp ic y , s a l ty  a n d  s o u r  ta s te ,  a n d  e a t  s w e e t  s n a c k s  a s  w e ll.

B a i  p e o p le  e n jo y  d r in k in g  te a  a n d  te a le a v e s  a re  b a k e d  in s m a ll  p o ts .  B r e a k fa s t  te a  a n d  th e  

n o o n  te a  b re a k  a re  im p o r ta n t .  N o rm a lly ,  T h r e e - C o u r s e  T e a  is s e rv e d  a f te r  d in n e r , th e y  d r in k  

th r e e  c u p s  a t  a  t im e :  p la in  t e a  f i r s t ,  te a  w ith  n u ts ,  

b ro w n  s u g a r  a n d  f ru i ts  a s  th e  s e c o n d  c u p , a n d  te a  w ith  

p e p p e r  a n d  h o n e y  f o r  th e  la s t  c u p . T h e  T h re e -C o u rs e  

T e a  is  u s u a l ly  p r o v id e d  to  g u e s ts  e s p e c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t  

o n e s  (Z h a n  a n d  Z h a n g , 1 9 9 0 ) . T h is  s p e c ia l ty  is  n o w  

b e c o m in g  a  m a in  w a y  to  a t t r a c t  th e  in te r e s t  o f  to u r is t s ,
±AW#*«AfB1«rAK8HI. II

a s  a  w a y  to  d is p la y  B a i  c u l tu re .
3.2, Bai food 

Photo Source: Dali Xidian Haixing

>  R e s id e n t ia l  H o u s e s

T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  B a i  h o u s e s  a re  u s u a lly  b u il t  f a c in g  th e  c a s t  w ith  a  w h ite  w a ll  c o v e r in g  th e  

h o u s e  f ro n t .  T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  s ty le  is th r e e  h o u s e s  c o n n e c te d  b y  a  w a ll  w ith  a  c e n te r  

c o u r ty a r d ,  in  a  w e ll  b a la n c e d  o v e ra l l  la y o u t . A ll  o u ts id e  w a l ls  a re  p a in te d  w h ite  a n d  th e  e d g e s  

a re  c o lo r e d .  W e a l th ie r  f a m il ie s  h a v e  c a rv e d  b e a m s  a n d  p a in te d  ra f te r s .  T h e re  u s u a lly  a re  fo u r  

C h in e s e  c h a r a c te r s  in  c a l l ig r a p h y  o n  th e  

w h ite  w a l l  o u ts id e  o f  th e  h o u s e .  T h e  

th e m e  c o lo r s  fo r  th e  d e s ig n  o n  w a l ls  o f  

h o u s e s  a re  d a r k  b lu e  a n d  g ray . T h e  B a i 

l ik e  p u t t in g  re d  c a l l ig r a p h y  w ith  c o u p le t  

o n  g a te  s id e s  fo r  th e  C h in e s e  N e w  Y ear, 

w e d d in g s  a n d  w h i te  o n e s  a t  fu n e ra ls .

B a i p e o p le  e n jo y  h a v in g  p la n ts  a n d  

f lo w e rs  in  th e  h o u s e s .
3.3, A Bai house wall 
Photo Source: Author
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>  L a n g u a g e

T h e  B a i p e o p le  s p e a k  a  d is t in c t iv e  B a i la n g u a g e  b u t  d o  n o t h a v e  th e ir  o w n  c h a ra c te r s  so  

th e y  u s e  C h in e s e  c h a r a c te r s  to  r e c o rd  th e  la n g u a g e . B a i a c c e p te d  C h in e s e  w o rd s  in to  th e ir  

la n g u a g e  lo n g  t im e  a g o  a n d  d u r in g  th e  T a n g  D y n a s ty  th e re  w e re  p le n ty  in th e  B a i la n g u a g e  

a c c o r d in g  to  h is to r ic  r e c o rd s  (Z h a n  a n d  Z h a n g , 1 9 9 0 ). T h e  B ai in  D a li  O ld  T o w n  n o rm a lly  

s p e a k  a  lo c a l H a n  d ia le c t  a s  w e ll ,  s in c e  th is  is w id e ly  u s e d  in th e  to w n . In B a i v il la g e s  a ro u n d  

th e  a n c ie n t  c ity , d a i ly  c o n v e r s a t io n  is in B a i. A ll s c h o o ls  u s e  M a n d a r in  fo r  te a c h in g . B ilin g u a l 

s c h o o ls  a re  v e ry  few .

>  F e s t iv a ls

T h e  B a i h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  u n iq u e  fe s t iv a ls ,  a n d  a ls o  c e le b ra te  th e  im p o r ta n t  tra d it io n a l  

C h in e s e  f e s t iv a ls .  T h e  M a rc h -S tre e t  F e s t iv a l  a n d  th e  T o rc h  F e s t iv a l  a re  th e  ty p ic a l  o n e s  th a t 

th e  w h o le  p r e f e c tu r e  c e le b ra te s .  T h e re  a re  s o m e  o th e r  B a i f e s t iv a ls  in d if f e r e n t  r e g io n s  w ith in  

th e  p re fe c tu re  a n d  e v e ry o n e  is w e lc o m e  to  p a r t ic ip a te .

a )  T h e  M a r c h - s t r e e t  F e s t iv a l  (M a rc h  M a rk e t  F e s t iv a l)

T h is  is o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  fe s t iv a ls  in  D a li,  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  re l ig io n ,  c u l tu re  an d  

tra d e . F ro m  M a rc h  15 o f  th e  C h in e s e  L u n a r  C a le n d a r , B a i p e o p le  g a th e r  to g e th e r  a t th e  fo o t o f  

C a n g s h a n  M o u n ta in  to  c e le b ra te .  It e m e rg e d  d u r in g  th e  T a n g  D y n a s ty  a s  a  w o rs h ip  o f  

K w a n -y in .  D u r in g  th e  M in g  D y n a s ty , a  m a rk e t  f a i r  w a s  a d d e d . N o w a d a y s  p e o p le  a re  d o in g  

K w a n -y in  w o r s h ip ,  h o rs e  

ra c in g ,  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  

t ra d e ,  la s t in g  fo r  f iv e  to  s e v e n  

d a y s  (L i, 1991 ). In  1 9 9 1 , it 

w a s  l is te d  a s  th e  o n ly  o f f ic ia l  

M in o r i ty  F e s t iv a l  o f  th e  D a li  

B a i A u to n o m o u s  P r e fe c tu re  

(D a li  T ra v e l  G ro u p ,  2 0 0 5 ) .
3.4, The March-street gate 

Photo Source: Dali Xidian Haixing Luxingshe
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b ) T h e  T o rc h  F e s t iv a l

T h is  fe s t iv a l  a ls o  h a s  a  lo n g  h is to ry  a n d  is c o n d u c te d  fro m  J u n e  2 4  to  2 6  o f  th e  C h in e s e

L u n a r  C a le n d a r . It o r ig in a te d  fro m

th e  w o r s h ip  o f  f i re  b y  th e  B a i

a n c e s to rs .  A  to rc h  s y m b o liz e s

b r ig h tn e s s  a n d  h o p e . E v e ry  v i l la g e

b u rn s  a  h u g e  to rc h  o n  th e  f i r s t  day ,

a n d  p e o p le  w a lk  a ro u n d  w ith  th e ir

o w n  s m a ll  to r c h e s  a t  n ig h t ,  g r e e t in g

e a c h  o th e r  w i th  g o o d  w is h e s . - r u e . : ,3.5, A huge torch in one Torch Festival
Photo Source: Dali Xidian Haixing Luxingshe

>  O th e r  C u s to m s

T h e  B a i p e o p le  s in g  B a iz u  D ia o  (B a i tu n e ) ,  a  ty p e  o f  B a i p o e m  s ty le  w ith  e ig h t  s e n te n c e s

e a c h  (L i ,  1 9 9 1 ) . Q u e s t io n  a n d  a n s w e r  s o n g s  -  a  w a y  to  s in g  s o n g s  w ith  q u e s t io n s  b y  o n e  s id e ,

w h ic h  a re  a n s w e r e d  b y  th e  o th e r  s id e  s in g in g , n o rm a l ly  m e n  in o n e  g ro u p  a n d  w o m e n  in o n e

g ro u p . T h e y  lik e  w e a r in g  s t r a w  h a ts  (Z h a n  a n d  Z h a n g , 1 9 9 0 ). B a i w o m e n  d a n c e  w ith  a

B a w a n g  B ia n  -  a  o n e - m e te r  b a m b o o

s tic k  w ith  h o le s  fo r  p u tt in g

b u n c h e d - c o in s  in , w h ic h  g iv e s  a  n ic e

s o u n d  w h e n  d a n c in g  (Y a n g  a n d  L i,

2 0 0 1 ) ,  a n d  w ith  h a n d k e r c h ie f s  o r  w ith

a  s tr a w  h a t. T h e  m e n  d a n c e  w ith  a

d ru m . B a i p e o p le  lik e  d ra g o n  p lay ,

especially for festivals. 3-6, Bai girls dancing
Photo Source: Gaungxi Xinwen Wang

T h e  g e n e ra l  c u s to m  is fo r  th e  h u s b a n d  to  m o v e  to  s ta y  w ith  h is  w i f e ’s fa m ily  a f te r  

m a r r ia g e ,  b u t  th e re  a re  e x c e p t io n s .  T h e  w e d d in g  c e re m o n y  is u n iq u e  w ith  m a n y  ru le s  an d

c u s to m s .
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A s  a  u n iq u e  e th n ic  g ro u p , th e  B ai p e o p le  h a v e  th e ir  o w n  c u l tu re ,  a n d  th e ir  c u s to m s , 

k n o w le d g e , a r t , h a b it s ,  b e l ie f s ,  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f  a life  s ty le  d if f e r e n t  f ro m  p e o p le  in 

o th e r  a re a s . T h is  h a s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  to u r is m  d e v e lo p m e n t  in D a li. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , 

to u r is m  h a s  a ls o  h a d  its  o w n  im p a c ts  on  B ai c u l tu re .

3.2 TOURISM IMPACTS IN DALI

a. Positive Impacts

A c c o r d in g  to  Z h e n g  (2 0 0 3 ) ,  a s  th e  s u p p o r t  e c o n o m y , th e  n e w ly  e m e rg in g  in d u s try  an d  

th e  in d u s try  e n r ic h in g  th e  p ro v in c e  an d  th e  p e o p le  in  D a li ,  to u r is m  h a s  e n c o u ra g e d  th e  

a d ju s tm e n t  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  s t r u c tu re ,  s t im u la te d  c o n s u m p tio n ,  in c re a s e d  e m p lo y m e n t  

o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  in c re a s e d  th e  in c o m e  o f  fa rm e rs  a n d  im p ro v e d  e th n ic  m in o r i ty  id e n tity  

a w a re n e s s .  T o u r is m  h a s  h e lp e d  e s ta b lis h  th e  im a g e  o f  D a li a n d  B a i c u l tu re ,  w h ic h  a ttra c ts  

m o re  p e o p le  n a t io n a l ly  a n d  in te rn a t io n a lly  to  c o m e , to  u n d e r s ta n d  D a li,  a n d  a lso  to  in v e s t 

h e re .

Impacts on Bai Culture

>  C u l tu r a l  r e v iv a l  a n d  p ro m o tio n  

T h e  T ra v e l  a n d  T o u r is m  

B u re a u  o f  D a li  B a i A u to n o m o u s  

P r e fe c tu re  h a s  g re a t ly  p ro m o te d  

th e  c u l tu ra l  r e v iv a l  o f  D a li. It h a s  

u n d e r ta k e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  s p e c if ic  

m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  r e q u e s t in g  a ll  

s t a f f  to  w e a r  B a i d re s s  in  a ll s h o p s  

in D a li  O ld  T o w n  (D a l i  T ra v e l  

G ro u p , 2 0 0 5 ) ;  r e c o n s t r u c t in g  D a li 

O ld  T o w n , e x p o s in g  e x is t in g
3.7, The main street with a stream 

Photo Source: Author
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s tr e a m s  a n d  a d d in g  n e w  s tr e a m s  in c lu d in g  th e  H o n g  L o n g  J in g  W a te r  G a rd e n , a n d  ev en  

a d d in g  m o re  b u t te r f l ie s  to  tile  B u tte r f ly  S p r in g  a re a . S e v e ra l  y e a r s  a g o , v is i to r s  m ig h t h av e  

b e e n  a b le  to  s e e  s o m e  m o d e rn  h o u s e s  o r  v e ry  H a n  s ty le  a r c h i te c tu r e  in D a li  O ld  T o w n , s im ila r  

to  m a n y  o th e r  c i t ie s  in C h in a ,  b u t  n o w  m o s t  o f  th e  b u i ld in g s  o n  th e  s id e s  o f  th e  m a in  s tre e t 

a n d  F o r e ig n e r s ’ S tre e t  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d  to  u n iq u e  B a i s ty lo , a n d  th e  tw o  s tr e e ts  b een  

r e c o n s t ru c te d  w ith  d a rk  b lu e  f la g s to n e s  a n d  s tr e a m s . T w o  g a te s  w e re  b u il t  u p  a t  th e  e a s t  s id e  

a n d  w e s t  s id e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  c i ty  in  a  ty p ic a l  B a i s ty le . A ll  n e w  h o u s e s  w e re  b u il t  in B a i s ty le  

in c lu d in g  a  n e w  h o te l  a t  th e  e a s t  g a te .

A s  “ c u l tu re  is th e  s o u l  o f  to u r is m , to u r is m  is th e  c a r r ie r  o f  c u l tu r e ” 3 (B a i  E n p e i,  th e  C C P

Y u n n a n  P r o v in c ia l  C o m m it te e  S e c re ta ry . Q u o te d  b y  Z h e n g , 2 0 0 3 :  8 5 ), th e  g o v e rn m e n t  w a n ts

to  a t t r a c t  to u r is t s  to  s ta y  lo n g e r ,

th r o u g h  th e s e  e f fo r ts  to  p ro v id e

m o re  c u l tu ra l  a t t r a c t io n s ,  w h ic h

c a n  e n c o u r a g e  to u r is t s  to  fu r th e r

e x p lo re  th e  lo c a lity . T h is  is a

w e l l - k n o w n  a p p r o a c h  s in c e

“ O n e  w a y  o f  in c r e a s in g  re c e ip ts

f ro m  to u r is m  is to  p e r s u a d e

p e o p le  to  s ta y  lo n g e r , r a th e r

th a n  a t t r a c t  m o re  v is i to r s .”  ( H a r r i s o n , 1 9 9 2 :1 2 )  3 .8, R econstruction
Photo  Source: A uthor

>  S e n s e  O f  E th n ic  M in o r i ty  Id e n t ity

P e o p le  h a v e  s ta r te d  to  re a l iz e  th e  B a i id e n ti ty  c a n  b r in g  th e m  m u c h  m o re  th a n  it c o u ld  

b e fo re  th e  to u r is m  in d u s try  f lo u r is h e d . V is i to rs  c o m e  to  s e e  B a i p e o p le  a n d  th e ir  c u l tu re  an d  

a d m ire  th e m , w h ic h  m a k e s  B a i p e o p le  p ro u d  o f  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  re a l iz e  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e ir  

id e n tity . B a i p e o p le  s ta r te d  c o m in g  o u t  to  s h o w  th e ir  c u l tu re  to  s h a re  w ith  th e  w o r ld  a n d  to  be 

a w a re  th a t  it is w o r th  in f o r m in g  th e  w o r ld  o f  t h e ir c u l tu re .

3 Translated by the author
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D a li p a r t ic ip a te d  in th e  c o m p e t i t io n  fo r  th e  M o s t  A t tr a c t iv e  C i t ie s  in C h in a  in 2 0 0 4 , an d

w a s  h o n o re d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  to p  ten  c i t ie s .  B a i p e o p le  h a v e  a b e t te r  c o n f id e n c e  in th e m s e lv e s .

T h is  p r iz e  fu r th e r  e n c o u r a g e s  th e m

to  p ro m o te  th e ir  c u l tu re ,  to  d o

re s e a r c h  o n  h is to ry  a n d  re t r ie v e  o ld

t r a d i t io n s ,  a n d  to  p re s e rv e  th e

c u l tu re .  T o u r is ts  c o m e  to  s e e  th e  re a l

B a i c u l tu re ,  w h ic h  m a k e s  it is

n e c e s s a ry  to  s u s ta in  B a i c u l tu re .  O n

th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  p ro te c t io n  a n d

p ro m o t io n  o f  B a i c u l tu re  a t t r a c ts

m o re  to u r is t s .  3 .9, In form ation  on D ali in a  p rov incial m agazine
Pho to  Source: A uthor

>  E th n ic  M in o r i ty  C u l tu r a l  P ro d u c ts

T h e  r i s in g  to u r is m  in  D a li  h a s  b e c o m e  a  p la tfo rm  to  d e v e lo p  B a i c u l tu ra l  p ro d u c ts  w ith  a 

ra p id  in c re a s e  in  p ro c e s s in g ,  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  sa le s . T h e  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  tra d e  o f  m a rb le  

c r a f tw o rk ,  S a n d a o  C h a  ( T h re e -C o u r s e  

T e a ) , Z h a ra n  ( t ie - d y e  h a n d m a d e  c lo th  

w ith  n a tu ra l  p la n t  c o lo r ) ,  e m b ro id e ry ,

D ia o m e i  ( m a r in a te d  c a rv e d -p lu m ) ,  d a iry  

p ro d u c ts ,  X ia g u a n  T u o c h a  (X ia g u a n  

lu m p  g re e n  te a ) ,  w o o d c a r v in g ,  g ra s s  

k n o t t in g ,  Y u n m u  (Y u n n a n  lo g )  fu rn i tu re  

a n d  s o u v e n i r s  a re  in c re a s in g ly  th r iv in g  

(D a li  L u y o u  X in x i  W a n g ) .
3.10, Sale of Zharan and marble craftwork 

Photo Source: Author
>  L e a r n in g  A p p ro a c h

T o s o m e  d e g r e e ,  to u r is m  c a n  b e  s e e n  as  a  s p e c ia l  s c h o o l ,  in w h ic h  lo c a l le a d e rs  an d  

o rd in a r y  p e o p le  g e t  t r a in e d  a n d  re f r e s h  th e ir  p e rc e p t io n s  o n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  B a i e th n ic

I  .2 2.1 2 3J  1
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m in o r i ty  re g io n . T h e  a b i l i ty  o f  p e o p le  h a s  b e e n  e n c o u ra g e d  a n d  s tr e n g th e n e d . T h e  n e w  an d  

a d v a n c e d  in f o r m a t io n  b ro u g h t  b y  to u r is m  h a s  h a d  a  g r e a t  in f lu e n c e  o n  lo c a l p e o p le . T h is  m ay  

p o s i t iv e ly  p u sh  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  D a li  to u r is m  e v e n  fu r th e r  (Z h e n g , 2 0 0 3 ) . In  a d d it io n ,  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t  p ro m o t io n  o f  to u r is m  t r a in in g  p ro v id e d  m o re  c h a n c e s  fo r  lo c a l in d iv id u a ls  to  

le a rn  s k il ls .

Impacts on the Economy

>  T h e  E c o n o m ic  G ro w th  

In  2 0 0 3 , th e  w h o le  in c o m e  o f  D a li  to u r is m  in d u s try

w a s  2 .8 2 7  b i l l io n  Y u a n  (1 6 .1  %  o f  lo c a l G D P )  p lu s  บ .ร .

$ 2 8 ,9 9 7 ,5 0 0  in  fo re ig n  c u r r e n c y  (Z h e n g , 2 0 0 3 ) .  F ro m  

J a n u a ry  to  M a y  2 0 0 4 , 2 ,7 1 8 ,8 0 0  to u r is t s  c a m e  to  D a li ,

5 4 ,2 0 0  o f  w h o m  w e re  f o re ig n e r s .  T h e  to ta l  in c o m e  o f  

to u r is m  in d u s t ry  fo r  th is  p e r io d  w a s  1 .2 1 4  b il l io n  Y u an , 

p lu s  บ .ร .  $ 1 1 ,9 2 3 ,4 0 0  in  fo re ig n  c u r r e n c y  (T ra v e l  a n d  

T o u r is m  B u re a u  o f  D a li  B a i A u to n o m o u s  P r e fe c tu re ,

2 0 0 4 ) .  It h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  

in d u s tr ie s  fo r  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  in  D a li  c o n tr ib u t in g  to  

fu r th e r  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  a ll a s p e c ts .

Photo Source: Author
>  E m p lo y m e n t

In  2 0 0 0 ,  th e  w h o le  D a li  c ity  h a d  1 3 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  d ir e c t ly  a n d  in d ire c t ly  w o rk in g  fo r  th e  

to u r is m  in d u s try  (Z h e n g , 2 0 0 3 ) .  In  2 0 0 3 , th e  w h o le  p re fe c tu re  h a d  3 5 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  d ire c tly  

w o r k in g  in  to u r is m  in d u s try , w i th  1 6 5 ,0 0 0  in d ire c t ly  e m p lo y e d  in it. T h e  f i r s t  h a lf -y e a r  o f  

2 0 0 4 , th e re  w e re  1 2  to u r is m  t r a in in g  p ro g ra m s  c o n d u c te d  w ith  1 ,0 1 0  t r a in e e s .  A m o n g  th e m , 

3 2 0  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  h o te l  s t a f f  t r a in in g ,  2 0 0  re c e iv e d  fo re ig n  la n g u a g e  f o r  h o te ls  t r a in in g ,  4 1 0  

to o k  th e  p ro g ra m  fo r  to u r - g u id e  c e r t i f ic a te  a n d  8 0  r e c e iv e d  tra v e l  a g e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t  

t r a in in g  (T ra v e l  a n d  T o u r is m  B u re a u  o f  D a li  B a i A u to n o m o u s  P r e fe c tu re ,  2 0 0 4 ) .
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Table 3.1 Output of the Dali tourism industry 2002 and 2003
Sources: Yunnan Luyou Ninajian, 2004; Travel and Tourism Bureau of Dali Bai Autonomous 
Prefecture, June 22 2004 and Dali Luyou Xinxi Wang 2003 June 14

Y e a r N a t io n a l  c u r r e n c y  in c o m e T o u r is m  e m p lo y m e n t F o re ig n  c u r re n c y  e a rn e d
(B il l io n  Y u an ) (P e r s o n s ) (U S D )

2 0 0 3 2 .8 2 7 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 2 8 ,9 9 7 ,5 0 0
2 0 0 2 2 .8 5 0 1 2 0 ,0 0 0 2 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

>  I n f r a s t r u c tu r e

T h e  to u r is m  in d u s try  in D a li  h a s  c h a n g e d  f ro m  b e in g  a ‘r e c e p t io n  p r o je c t ’ to  a  ‘s u p p o r t  

e c o n o m y ’ . A  s u p p o r t  s y s te m  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b lis h e d  in c lu d in g  h o te ls ,  t r a v e l  a g e n c ie s , 

t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  r e s ta u r a n ts ,  e n te r ta in m e n t ,  a t t r a c t io n s  a n d  s o u v e n i r  s h o p s .  T h is  in f ra s tru c tU ie  

o f  to u r is m  fo r  c a te r in g ,  a c c o m m o d a t in g ,  t r a n s p o r t in g ,  v is i t in g ,  s h o p p in g  a n d  e n te r ta in in g  h as  

b e e n  g re a t ly  c h a n g e d  a n d  im p ro v e d . A s  o f  2 0 0 3  in D a li  c ity , th e re  w e re  4 6  s p e c if ic  r e s ta u ra n ts  

fo r  to u r is t s ,  2 5 ,6 9 4  b e d s , 1 f o u r - s ta r  h o te l ,  7 th r e e - s ta r  h o te ls ,  16 o r d in a r y  h o te ls ,  156 p r iv a te  

g u e s th o u s e s ,  a n d  3 9  re s t  h o u s e s ;  a  d o m e s t ic  a i rp o r t ;  a  r a i lw a y  s ta t io n ;  p ie rs ;  2  n a tio n a l 

h ig h w a y s ;  th e  C h u x io n g - D a l i - L i j i a n g  to u r  h ig h w a y , a n d  s o m e  o th e r  h ig h  q u a li ty  ro a d s  a ro u n d  

th e  c i ty  a n d  E rh a i  L a k e  (Z h e n g , 2 0 0 3 ) . T h e re  w e re  o v e r  4 0 0  to u r  b u s e s ,  8 0 0  ta x ie s ,  a n d  4 

h ig h -e n d  to u r  s te a m s h ip s  (w ith  a  to ta l  o f  2 ,1 2 0  s e a ts )  a n d  2 4  t ra v e l  a g e n c ie s ,  4  o f  w h ic h  w e re  

in te rn a t io n a l  (D a l i  L u y o u  X in x i  W an g ).

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  F i r s t  S e m i - y e a r  R e p o r t  a n d  t h e  S e c o n d  S e m i - y e a r  W o r k i n g  P l a n  2 0 0 4 ,  

th e  T ra v e l  a n d  T o u r is m  B u re a u  o f  D a li  B a i A u to n o m o u s  P r e fe c tu re  p la n n e d  to  in v e s t 

c o n s id e r a b le  fu n d s  to  im p ro v e  th e  b a s ic  in f r a s tru c tu re  o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  

e le c tr ic i ty ,  a n d  th e  c i ty  im a g e  in  o rd e r  to  im p ro v e  to u r is m  in d u s try  d e v e lo p m e n t.  C o o p e ra t io n  

w ith  s e v e ra l  c o m p a n ie s  h a s  s ta r te d  c o n c e rn in g  in v e s tm e n t  o n  to u r  in f r a s tru c tu re  c o n s tru c t io n . 

E x p a n d in g  th e  D a li  d o m e s t ic  a i rp o r t  in to  an  in te rn a t io n a l  o n e  h a s  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  in th e  p lan . 

Im p r o v in g  p u b l ic  to i le t s  is a ls o  p la n n e d  a n d  th e  D a li T ra v e l  G ro u p  s a y s  p u b l ic  p a rk in g  a re a s  

h a v e  b e e n  im p ro v e d  a n d  e n la rg e d  s u c h  as  th e  o n e  in  th e  T h re e  P a g o d a  P a rk .
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b. Negative Impacts

T h e re  a re  a ls o  n e g a t iv e  im p a c ts  f ro m  th e  to u r is m  in d u s try  d e v e lo p m e n t.  H o w e v e r, 

s p e c i f ic  in f o r m a t io n  is n o t  e a s y  to  f in d  a s  m o s t  m a te r ia l  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  c o m e s  fro m  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t ,  w h ic h  is m o re  p o s i t iv e .  A c c o rd in g  to  a  fe w  re s e a r c h e r s  a n d  f ie ld  o b s e rv a tio n s , 

th e re  a re  s o m e  c r i t ic a l  im p a c ts ,  m a in ly  s o m e  o f  th e  e f fe c ts  o n  th e  c u l tu re .

Impacts on the Culture

A s  o b s e r v e d ,  to u r is m  d e v e lo p m e n t  in D a li  m a y  h a v e  m o d if ie d  lo c a l c u l tu re  w h ile  

e n c o u r a g in g  it. R e s id e n ts  o f  D a li  s e ld o m  w e a r  t r a d i t io n a l  B a i d re s s  in d a i ly  life . Y o u n g  

g e n e r a t io n s  p r e f e r  to  w e a r  f a s h io n a b le  d re s s e s ,  s in g  p o p  song ,ร, l is te n  to  w e s te rn ,  H o n g  K o n g  

a n d  T a iw a n e s e  m u s ic ,  a n d  d a n c e  to  d is c o  m u s ic . M o re  p e o p le  a re  c e le b r a t in g  m o re  w e s te rn  

fe s t iv i t ie s  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  y o u n g  g e n e ra t io n .  T h e  y o u n g  g e n e ra t io n  h a s  s ta r te d  to  d is l ik e  th e  B ai 

la n g u a g e  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w h o  s p e a k  M a n d a r in  a n d  th e  lo c a l H a n  d ia le c t  h as  

in c re a s e d . S c h o o ls  e n c o u ra g e  th e  u se  

o f  M a n d a r in ,  a n d  a ll T V  p ro g ra m s  a re  

in  M a n d a r in .  In  o r d e r  to  m e e t  t o u r i s t s ’ 

r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  r e s ta u ra n ts  m o d ify  th e  

B a i  fo o d  s ty le  a n d  ta s te  to  c a te r  to  th e  

to u r is t s .  T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  B a i d re s s  h a s  

b e e n  c h a n g e d  to  a  m o re  m o d e rn  s ty le  

fo r  s o m e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  to  f i t  th e  

m o d e rn  ta s te .
3.12, Western food menu 

Photo Source: Author

C u l tu r e  is s e e n  a s  a  w a y  to  a t t r a c t  to u r is ts ,  so  e v e n  n o n -B a i  p e o p le  p e r fo rm  B a i d a n c e  o r 

w e a r  B a i d re s s  so  it c a n  b e  o b s e rv e d  th a t  s o m e  o f  th e  a u th e n t ic i ty  o f  c u l tu re  is lo s t. T o u ris ts  

c a n n o t  te ll  w h o  is th e  re a l B a i in  th e  s h o p s  a s  a ll th e  s ta f f  w e a r  t r a d i t io n a l  B a i d re s s . It is th e
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s a m e  w h e n  w a tc h in g  a  p e r fo rm a n c e ,  in w h ic h  to u r is t s  m a y  n e v e r  b e  a b le  to  s e e  th e  

d if f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  a  H a n  g ir l 

a n d  a  B a i g ir l  w h e n  th e y  a re  

d a n c in g  a  B a i d a n c e  w ith  

t r a d i t io n a l  B a i d re s s . B a i (2 0 0 1 )  

fo u n d  th e  a u th e n t ic i ty  o f  th e  

a n t iq u e s  w a s  a f fe c te d  d u e  to  

to u r is m , in c lu d in g  th a t  s o m e  n e w  

s o u v e n i r s  w e re  m a d e  to  lo o k  o ld .

Impacts on the Economy

D o o rn e ,  A te l je v ic  a n d  B a i ( 2 0 0 3 )  d e s c r ib e  th a t  p e o p le  in D a li a r e  l iv in g  in a  p ro c e s s  o f  

c a p i ta l iz a t io n  a n d  c o m m o d it i s a t io n  c a u s e d  by  to u r is m  a n d  th a t  th e  c u l tu re  o f  c o n s u m p tio n  เร 

e n c o u ra g e d . T h is  m a y  le a d  lo c a l  p e o p le  to  to u g h e r  e c o n o m ic  c o m p e t i t io n  a n d  c h a n g e  p e o p le ’s 

a t t i tu d e  to  life . B a i ( 2 0 0 1 )  s u m m a r iz e s ,  to u r is m  h a s  c h a n g e d  a n d  s h a p e d  th e  l iv e s  o f  lo ca l 

p e o p le .

T h e s e  im p a c ts  h a v e  b e e n  c la im e d , s e e n  a n d  a rg u e d  by  g o v e rn m e n t ,  a c a d e m ic s  an d  

o u ts id e r s .  C o m p a r e d  to  th e  p o s i t iv e  im p a c ts ,  h o w e v e r , th e  n e g a t iv e  o n e s  a re  m u c h  less  

o b v io u s  a n d  ta lk e d  a b o u t  lo c a lly . W h a t  a b o u t  th e  lo c a l in d iv id u a l s ’ o w n  u n d e r s ta n d in g ?  T h e  

n e x t  c h a p te r  w ill  e x p lo re  th e  lo c a l p e rc e p t io n s  o n  th e  to u r is m  im p a c ts .

3.13, girls with modernized ‘Bai dress’ for a performance
Photo Source: Author
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