
ธรรมปฏิมัติร่วมสมัยในวัดจีนหายานในกรุงเทพมหานคร

น.ส. หย่าลิง หยาง

ว ิทยาน ิพนธ์น ี้เป ็นส ่วนหนึ่งของการศึกษาตามหลักส ูตรปริญญาอักษรศาสตรมหาบ ัณฑ ิต
สาขาวิชาไทยศึกษา

คณะอักษรศาสตร์ จุฬาลงกรณ ์มหาวิทยาลัย 
ป ีการศ ึกษา 2552

ล ิขส ิทธ ์ของจุฬาลงกรณ์มหาวิทยาลัย



CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS PRACTICE

IN CHINESE MAHAY ANA TEMPLES IN BANGKOK

Ms. Yating Yang

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
for the Degree of Master of Arts Program in Thai Studies 

Faculty of Arts 
Chulalongkorn University 

Academic Year 2009 
Copyright of Chulalongkorn University

5 2 0 2 0 2



Thesis Title

Field of Study 
Thesis Advisor 
Thesis Co-Advisor

CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS PRACTICE IN CHINESE 
MAHAYANA TEMPLES IN BANGKOK 
Ms. Yating Yang 
Thai Studies
Associate Professor Suwanna Satha-Anand, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor Maneewan Pewnim, Ph.D.

Accepted by the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University in Partial 
Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Master’s Degree

Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
(Assistant Professor Prapod Assavavirulhakarn, Ph.D.)

THESIS COMMITTEE

......... ^ . . . .  f^rrr1........................ Chairman
(Professor Siraporn Nathalang, Ph.D.)

....................... Thesis Advisor
(Associate Professor Suwanna Satha-Anand, Ph.D.)

พ ุ* * ? ^ .  ............... Thesis Co-Advisor
(Assistant Professor Maneewan Pewnim, Ph.D.)

(Associate Profe^or Pakorn Limpanusorn)
External Examiner



IV

หย่าลิง หยาง : ธรรมปฏิบ ัต ิร ่วมสมัยในวัดจีนมหายานในกรุงเทพมหานคร. (CONTEMPORARY 
RELIGIOUS PRACTICE IN CHINESE MAHAYANA TEMPLES IN BANGKOK) อ. ท ี่ปรึกษา 
ว ิทยาน ิพนธ์หลัก : รศ. ดร. สุวรรณา สถาอา'นนท์ 1อ. ท ี่ปรึกษาวิทยาน ิพนธ์ร่วม ผศ. ดร. มณีวรรณ 
ผิวนิ่ม, 95 หน้า.

ว ิทยาน ิพนธ์ฉบ ับน ี้ม ีว ัตถ ุประสงค ์เพ ื่อศ ึกษาค ุณล ักษณะของธรรมปฏิบ ัต ิแบบไทย-จีนผ ่านการวิจ ัย 
ส น าม ท ี่ว ัด ม ังก รก ม ล าวาส แ ล ะว ัด โพ ธ แ ม น ค ุณ าราม ซ ึ่ง เป ็น ว ัด จ ีน ม ห ายาน ท ี่เก ่าแ ก ่แ ล ะ ส ำค ัญ ท ี่ส ุด ใน  
กร ุงเทพมหานคร การศ ึกษ าใน ว ิท ยาน ิพ น ธ ์ฉ บ ับ น ีม ่งเน ้น ป ระเด ็น เร ื่องอ ัตล ักษ ณ ์และการม ีส ่วน ร ่วมท าง 
ศาสนาของชาวไทยเช ื้อสายจ ีน  ว ัตถ ุประสงค ์หล ักของงานว ิจ ัยน ี้ค ือ การตรวจสอบอ ัตล ักษณ ์ของชาวไทย 
เช ื้อสายจ ีน ท ี่ผส มกลมกล ืน ก ับ ส ังคมไท ยผ ่าน ท างความสามารถท างภาษ า (ม ีเพ ียงผ ู้ให ้ข ้อม ูลจำน วน น ้อย 
เท ่าน ั้น ท ี่ส าม ารถพ ูดภาษ าจ ีน ส ำเน ียงท ้องถ ิ่น ได ้) และผ ่าน ท างความเข ้มแข ็งของจาร ีตป ระเพ ณ ีใน ช ุมชน  
(การอธ ิบายธรรมเน ียมปฏิบ ัต ิทางด ้านพ ิธ ีกรรมในการไปวัด) โดยจากข้อม ูลและบทสัมภาษณ ์ท ี่เก ็บรวมรวม 
มาได ้แสดงให ้เห ็นถ ึงความแตกต ่างอย ่างช ัด เจนระหว ่างผ ู้ปฏ ิบ ัต ิธรรมชาวไทยเช ือสายจ ีนในร ุ่นป ูย ่าก ับร ุ่น  
ป็จจุบัน

การส ัมภาษณ ์และแจกแบบสอบถามให ้ผ ู้ปฏ ิบ ัต ิธรรมและพระสงฆ ์เพ ื่อด ้นหาความหลากหลายของ 
ความเช ื่อทางศาสนาท ี่พบในสถานท ี่ประกอบพ ิธ ีกรรมท ังสองแห'งน ี ว ิทยาน ิพนธ ์ฉบ ับน ีนำเสนอว ่า พุทธ 
ศาสนาน ิกายมหายานในกร ุงเทพมหานครได ้ผ ่านการปร ับเปล ี่ยนและการผสมกลมกล ืนทางว ัฒ นธรรมเพ ื่อ  
ตอบสนองชุมชนและชาวไทยจำนวนมากที่สน ับสนุนวัดท ังสองอยู่ในป ีจจ ุบ ัน

สาขาวิชา ไทยศึกษา
ป ีการศ ึกษา 2009

ลายม ือช ื่อน ิส ิต................. ^ น ี้).''.'^/..
ลายมือชื่อ อ.ท ี่ปรึกษาวิทยานิพนธ์หลัก^
ลายมือชื่อ อ.ท ี่ปรึกษาวิทยาน ิพนธ์ร ่วม ty t+ m + Q f* *  ^ * /* *  »พ .



V

##  5180315322 ะ MAJOR THAI STUDIES
KEYWORDS : SINO-THAI COMMUNITY / CHINESE MAHAYANA
BUDDHISM / SINO-THAI RELIGIOUS PRACTICES / CHINESE 
MAHAYANA TEMPLES IN BANGKOK /CHINESE MIGRATION

YATING YANG : CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS PRACTICE IN 
CHINESE MAHAYANA TEMPLES IN BANGKOK. ADVISOR ะ 
ASSOCIATE PROFESOR SUWANNA SATHA-ANAND, PH.D , 
CO-ADVISOR ะ ASSISTANT PROFESOR MANEEWAN PEWNIM, 
PH.D., pp. 95

This thesis examines the character of Sino-Thai religious practice 
through field-work conducted at Mangkorn temple and Phoman temple, the two 
oldest and most prominent Chinese Mahayana temples in Bangkok. The study 
focuses on their identity and religious participation at the temples of assimilated 
Thais of Chinese descent. A key objective in this work is to examine the question 
of national identity of these Chinese Thais partly through linguistic ability (very 
few informants were able to speak Chinese dialects) and partly through the 
strength of community tradition (explaining the ritual habits of attending specific 
temples). Data and interview evidence revealed definite generational differences 
between present day Sino-Thai practitioners and people of their grandparents’ age.

Interviews and questionnaires with layperson practitioners and monks were 
conducted to explore the varieties of religious beliefs found at these two places of 
worship. This thesis argues that the Mahayana religion of Bangkok has undergone 
a transformation and cultural absorption to match the demands of its assimilated 
community and the many ethnic Thais that also currently support the temples.

Department : .........................
Field of Study ะ Thai Studies 
Academic Year ะ 2009...

l^4VnwStudent’s Signature...... ........ A
Advisor’s Signature ร ^ ^ *  
Co-Advisor’s Signature



VI

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This humble thesis would not have been possible without the kind assistance 
of many people, who extended their assistance in many ways, both small and big. I 
would like to start by thanking my Advisor, Associate Professor Suwanna Satha- 
Anand, who has overlooked every detail and helped me bring ideas to the surface as 
well as putting me back on track while developing the thesis. My gratitude goes to 
Co-advisor, Assistant Professor Maneewan Pewnim, who helped me to arrange and 
present the data, and also to Assistant Professor Carina Chotirawe, who helped me 
coordinate with the various people involved, on top of helping me in my many 
moments of troubl e. Thank you to the Director of the Thai Studies Center, Dr. 
Sirapom Nathalang for helping to point out the weaknesses, and thanks also to 
Venerable Hui Xi and Venerable Zhen Dun for the Chinese Mahayana Buddhism 
information support and to the Chulalongkom Thai รณdies Office staffs, for so much 
work and for preparing the documents. Of my friends, thanks go especially to Nutt, 
for translating from Thai, when I was lost, and to Shane, for support and 
encouragement.



CONTENTS
Page

ABSTRACT (THAI)..........................   iv
ABSTRACT (ENGLISH)................... V
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS........................................................................................vi
CONTENTS................................................................................................................ vii
LIST OF TABLE......................................................................................................... ix
LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS......................................................................................... X
CHAPTER I - INTRODUCTION............................................................................... I

1.1. Research Objective...........................................................................................2
1.2. Hypothesis.......................................................................................................... 2
1.3. Reach Methodology.......................................   2
1.4. Scope of Study....................................................................................................5
1.5. Literature Review............................................................................................... 6

1.5.1. History of the Chinese Migration in Thailand ........................................ 6
1.5.2. The religious life of the overseas Chinese community.......................... 7
1.5.3. The function of Chinese Mahayana temple in Thailand...................... 10

CHAPTER H - WAVES OF THE CHINESE IMMIGRATION IN THAI 
HISTORY AND CHINESE MAHAYANA TEMPPLES IN BANGKOK........... 13

2.1. Chinese Dialect groups.................................................................................... 13
2.2. Factors of Migration........................................................................................ 15

2.2.1. Chinese migration pre-Ayutthaya.........................................................16
2.2.2. Ayutthaya Period Migration...................................................................16
2.2.3. Migration during the Thonburi Period...................................................17
2.2.4. The Chakri Dynasty ............................................................................... 18
2.2.5. The Chinese in Thailand after King Rama V ........................  19

2.3. Chinese Mahayana temples in Bangkok........................................................ 20
2.3.1. Early Chinese shrines in Thailand ........................................................ 20
2.3.2. Chinese Mahayana Temples and Monks............................................... 23

CHAPTER HI - REGILIGOUS CEREMONIES IN MANGKORN TEMPLE, 
PHOMAN TEMPLE ...............................................................................................1.25

3.1. Chinese Mahayana Temples ...........................................................................25
3.1.1. Mangkorn Temple..................................................................................25
3.1.2 Phoman Temple ....................................................................................26
3.1.3. Other Chinese Mahayana Temples.........................................................27

3.2. Deities Chinese Mahayana Temple ...............................................................30
3.2.1. Deities in Mangkorn Temple .................................................................30
3.3.2. Deities in Phoman temple ...............   34

3.3. Temple religious ceremonies ..........................................................................36
3.3.1 Chanting................................................................................................ 36

a. Contents of the chanting.........................................................................36
b. Learning how to chant............................................................................38
c. Chanting Instruments .............................................................................38
d. Special Instrument..................................................................................40



vin
3.3.2. Daily Service ...................................................................................................................... 42

a. Morning Service......................................................................................42
b. Evening Service.....................................................................................42

3.3.3. Special ce rem o n ies  ......................................................................................................... 44
a. Ullambana festival..................................................................................44
b. Triple Refuge ceremony.........................................................................49
c. Ancestor worship ceremonies ................................................................49

CHAPTER - IV MONKS, LAITY AND THE ROLES OF THE TEMPLES......54
4.1. The Chinese Mahayana Buddhist monks.......................................................54

4.1.1. Differences in Chinese and Thai traditions............................................54
4.1.2. Background of the Interviewees ............................................................57

a. Ethnic Origin..........................................................................................57
b. Life in Temple........................................................................................57
c. Monk and novices in Mangkorn Temple ...............................................58
d. Monk and novices in Phoman Temple...................................................59
e. Reason to ordain............................*....................................................... 60
f. Future P lan..............................................................................................61

4.1.3. Discussion..............................................................................................61
4.2. The Lay Practitioners.......................................................................................62

4.2.1. Background of the Questionnaire Respondents.................................... 63
a. Age, Gender, and Education .............  63
b. Length of living in Bangkok...... ............................................................ 66

4.2.2. Idea of become a monk.................... 70
4.2.3. The relation with the temple ..................................................................71

a. Knowing the temple................................................................................71
b. The frequency of temple visits...............................................................74

4.2.4. Problem of Questionnaire survey............................................................80
4.2.5. Discussion.................................  81

4.3. Roles of Mangkorn temple and Phoman temple in their communities.........82
4.3.1. Providing religious ceremonies.......... ................................................... 83
4.3.2. Supporting psychological health............................................................83
4.3.3. Providing venues for social activities.....................................................84
4.3.4. Improving the local economic situation..................................................85
4.3.5. Providing Chinese education..................................................................86
4.3.6. Preserving and renew Chinese culture....................................................87
4.3.7. Uniting the Chinese community.............................................................87

CHAPTER - V CONCLUSION................................................................................... 89
REFERENCES.................................................................................................................. 96
APPENDIX A .................................................................................................................. 101
APPENDIX B .................................................................................................................. 103
BIDORAOHY................................................................................................................. 105



X

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

PICTURE 3.1 THE INNER GATE OF DONG FANG XUE Y U A N ................... 28
PICTURE 3.2 THE ALTER OF DONG FANG XUE YUAN .............................. 29
PICTURE 3.3 THE CHINESE NEW YEAR CEREMONY IN FO GUANG 
SHAN ................................................................................... ....................................!.......29
PICTURE 3.4 THE CHINESE NEW YEAR CEREMONY IN FO GUANG 
SHAN ................................................................................................................................29
PICTURE 3.5 LARGE BELL........................................................................................ 38
PICTURE 3.6 WOOD-FISH...........................................................................................39
PICTURE 3.7 THE MUSICIAN WHO PLAYS DULCIMER...............................41
PICTURE 3.8 THE MUSICIAN WHO PLAYS TRUMPET ................................. 41
PICTURE 3.9 THE MUSICIAN WHO PLAYS CHINESE FIDDLE................... 41
PICTURE 3.10 THE MUSICIAN WHO PLAYS DRUM........................................ 42
PICTURE 3.11 THE EVENING SERVICE IN PHOMAN TEMPLE..................43
PICTURE 3.12 THE FOOD BESTOWAL AFTER MENGSHAN CEREMONY 43
PICTURE 3.13 THE ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL..................................................... 45
PICTURE 3.14 THE ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL..................................................... 46
PICTURE 3.15 THE ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL..................................................... 46
PICTURE 3.16 THE OFFERINGS FOR ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL.................47
PICTURE 3.17 THE OFFERINGS FOR ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL.................47
PICTURE 3.18 THE OFFERINGS FOR ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL.................48
PICTURE 3.19 THE ANCESTOR TABLE FOR ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL... 48



IX

LIST OF TABLES

TABLE 3.1 DEITIES IN MANGKORN TEM PLE................................................. 30
TABLE 3.2 DEITIES IN PHOMAN TEMPLE ........................................................32
TABLE 3.3 CALENDAR OF RITUAL WORSHIP AT THE PHOMAN 
TEMPLE IN YEAR 2009...............................................................................................51
TABLE 4.1 PER CENT WHO HAVE NOT BEEN IN THE BUDDHIST 
PRIESTHOOD, WHO WOULD AND WOULD NOT LIKE TO ENTER IF 
THEY HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO s o .........................................................56
TABLE 4.2 THE DAILY LIFE OF MONK IN MANGKORN TEMPLE ...........58
TABLE 4.3 THE DAILY LIFE OF THE NOVICE IN PHOMAN TEMPLE ....59
TABLE 4.4 AGE GROUPS........................................................................................... 63
TABLE 4.5 G ENDER.....................................................................................................64
TABLE 4.6 EDUCATION............................................................................................. 65
TABLE 4.7 LENGTH OF LIVING IN THAILAND................................................ 66
TABLE 4.8 HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY YOURSELF? ..........................................67
TABLE 4.9 DO YOU HAVE A CHINESE NAME ? ................................................ 68
TABLE 4.10 DO YOU SPEAK CHINESE?..............................................................68
TABLE 4.11 HAVE ANY OF YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS ORDAINED IN 
THIS TEMPLE? ................. 70
TABLE 4.12 IF YOUR SON WANTED TO ORDAIN IN THIS TEMPLE 
WOULD YOU AGREE? ......   70
TABLE 4.13 HOW DO YOU KNOW THIS TEMPLE? ........................................71
TABLE 4.14 HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN GOING TO CHINESE 
MAHAYANA TEMPLE? ............................................................................................. 74
TABLE 4.15 HOW OFTEN DO YOU GO TO THAI TEMPLE.............................75
TABLE 4.16 HOW OFTEN DO YOU GO TO CHINESE MAHAYANA 
TEMPLE............................................................................................................................ 76
TABLE 4.17 NUMBER OF THE RESPONDENT ATTEND ON THE TEMPLE 
OF EACH EVENT...... ............ ... .. .........................................................................77
TABLE 4.18 IS CHINESE MAHAYANA DIFFERENT FORM THAI 
THERAVADA................ 78
TABLE 5.1 NUMBER OF CHINESE MONKS AND MONASTERIES 1937- 
1950........................................ ............................................................................................94


	Cover (Thai)

	Cover (English)

	Accepted

	Abstract (Thai)

	Abstract (English)

	Acknowledgements

	Contents


