
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION

T he  C h in ese  a re  th e  m o st p o w erfu l e th n ic  an d  cu ltu ra l m in o rity  in  T h a ilan d . 
H o w ev er, d u e  to  su ccessfu l ass im ila tio n  it is o ften  d iff icu lt to  e x a m in e  an d  d e f in e  th e  
c h a rac te r  o f  S in o -T h a i cu ltu re . T he  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  o f  B a n g k o k  re p re se n t 
th e  c lea re s t a reas  in  w h ic h  to  s tu dy  th is  e th n ic  group. A lth o u g h  th e re  h av e  b e e n  a 
n u m b er o f  key  a c a d e m ic  stu d ies c o n d u c te d  o n  th e  C h in ese  in  T h a ila n d , a  th o ro u g h  
e x p lo ra tio n  o f  C h in e se  re lig io u s  p rac tice  in  B an g k o k  has little  b e e n  u n d ertak en .

T h is  th e s is  w ill ex p lo re  th e  n a tu re  o f  B a n g k o k ’s C h in e se  re lig io u s  c o m m u n ity  
th ro u g h  th e  ex am p le s  o f  th e  tw o  m o s t p ro m in en t C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p les : 
M a n g k o m  T em p le  a n d  P h o m an  T em p le . T h ey  are  th e  o ld e s t a n d  m o s t re c o g n ise d  
C h in ese  tem p les  in  B an g k o k , th ey  a lso  e x h ib it d iffe ren t fa ce ts  o f  C h in e se  re lig io u s  
o b se rv an ce  an d  h a v e  la rg e  n u m b ers  o f  lay p e rso n  a ttend ees. T h is  s tu d y  e x a m in e s  th e  
p e rso n a l p e rcep tio n s  o f  th ese  lay p erso n s, n o t ju s t  in  te rm s  o f  n a tio n a l a n d  lin g u is tic  
id en tity  b u t a lso  th e ir  ideas o f  re lig io u s  p rac tice . T h ese  lay p e rso n s  a re  la rg e ly  
co m p o sed  o f  a ss im ila te d , seco n d  an d  th ird  g en era tio n  S in o -T h a is , m an y  o f  w h o m  
can n o t sp eak  C h in ese . W h a t is th e  a ttra c tio n  o f  th ese  te m p le s  to  th e se  p ra c titio n e rs  
a n d  h o w  h av e  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  ad a p te d  to  m e e t th e  d em an d s  o f  th e ir  
a tten d ees?

A s a  re lig io n  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  is a  g en e ra l te rm  fo r  B u d d h is t b a se d  re lig io u s  
p rac tic e s  ra th e r  th a n  th e  title  o f  a  sp ec ific  fa ith . T h e  w o rld  o f  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  is 
n o t co n fin ed  to  C h in a  b u t is su p p o rte d  a n d  en rich ed  by  a  v a s t  o v e rse a s  C h in e se  
po p u la tio n . In  m an y  ca se s  th e  fa ith  p ra c tic e d  b y  th e se  ex p a tr ia te  C h in e se  is sp e c if ic  to  
d ia le c t g ro u p s  an d  reg io n a l trad itio n s . T he  trad itio n s  p ra c tic e d  in  M a n g k o m  an d  
P h o m a n  tem p le s  th e re fo re  rep re sen t o v e rse a s  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a , in  c o n n e c tio n  to  th e  
p red o m in a n t d ia le c t g ro u p s  fo u n d  in  B an g k o k . A cc o rd in g ly  th is  th e s is  in c o rp o ra te s  
o th e r  e lem en ts  p e r tin e n t to  th e  s tu d y  o f  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a , th o u g h  n o t a lw a y s  
B u d d h is t, fo r  e x a m p le  d e ity  w o rsh ip  a n d  T a o is t sh rin es fo u n d  in  C h in e se  B u d d h is t 
tem p le  co m p lex es .
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T o e x p lo re  th e  ch an g es  th a t h av e  tak en  p lace  in C h in e se  M a h ay an a  te m p le s  o f  
M an g k o rn  te m p le  an d  P h o m an  tem p le  in  B an g k o k  sin ce  th e ir  e s ta b lish m e n t in  
T hailand .

T o e x a m in e  th e  cu ltu ra l tie s  am o n g  the  lay  p a r tic ip a n ts ’ p rac tices  a n d  th e  
m o n k s  a sso c ia ted  w ith  th ese  tw o  tem p les .

1.1. Research Objective

1.2. Hypothesis

T his s tu d y  w ill an a ly ze  th e  c u rre n t lay p eo p le  p ra c tic e  a n d  ex a m in e  th e  
fu n c tio n  o f  th e  m o n k s  in  th e  tw o  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  o f  B an g k o k . T h e re  
ap p ears  to  b e  s till s tro n g  cu ltu ra l tie s  am o n g  th e  la y p eo p le  an d  th e  m o n k s w h ic h  k eep  
th e ir  su p p o rt a live .

1.3. Research Methodology

T he  m e th o d o lo g ie s  e m p lo y e d  in  th is  s tu d y  are:

1) D o c u m e n ta ry  research :

In  re se a rc h in g  th e  tw o  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  in  B a n g k o k  an d  th e ir  
re la tio n  to  th e  lay  p e o p le  an d  th e  w o rsh ip  h e ld  in  th e  tem p le s  I h av e  re lie d  o n  
acad em ic  lite ra tu re , P h .D . d isse rta tio n s , M a s te rs ’ th eses , a n d  a rtic le s  p u b lish e d  in  
sch o la rly  jo u rn a ls . M u c h  o f  th e  m a te r ia l is in  E n g lish  th o u g h  I h av e  a lso  m a d e  u se  o f  
T h a i lan g u ag e  so u rce s  an d  th e  ex is tin g , re lev an t, C h in ese  an d  Ja p a n e se  a c a d e m ic  
lite ra tu re  a n d  sch o la r ly  jo u rn a ls .

2 )  Q u es tio n n a ire s :

B e s id e s  th e  seco n d a ry  so u rce s , th e  q u es tio n n a ire s  w e re  co n d u c te d  an d  
d ev e lo p ed  by  th e  re se a rc h e r  b a se d  o n  s im ila r  th e s is  a n d  re se a rc h  ex am p les . T h e  
q u es tio n n a ire s  w e re  d is tr ib u te d  to  a tte n d e e s  a t th e  tw o  te m p le s  d iv id e d  in to  c a te g o rie s  
rep re sen tin g  b a c k g ro u n d  (ed u c a tio n , ag e  a n d  sex ) a n d  d is tr ib u te d  a t d iffe re n t tim e s  in 
o rd e r  to  ta rg e t d iv e rse  g ro u p s  o f  lay  peo p le . T o  d e s ig n  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire s , I h a v e
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ch o sen  o p en  q u es tio n s  to  te s t  th e  v a lid ity  an d  re liab ility  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts . 70 
q u es tio n n a ire s  w e re  d is tr ib u te d  in  b o th  M an g k o rn  tem p le  an d  P h o m an  tem p le . 
H o w ev e r o n ly  67  o u t o f  th e  70  su rv ey s  from  M an g k o rn  tem p le  an d  64  o u t o f  70 
su rv ey s  fro m  P h o m a n  te m p le  h av e  b een  u sed  in  th is  d isse rta tio n , th e  re m a in in g  fo rm s 
w ere  in co m p le te . T h e  su rv ey s  w e re  d is tr ib u ted  d u rin g  fo u r S un day  c h a n tin g  e v e n ts  a t 
P h o m an  te m p le , tim es  w h en  lay p e o p le  g a th e r in  su ffic ien t n u m b ers  a t th e  tem p le . T he  
su rv ey s  w e re  d is tr ib u te d  to  la y p eo p le  in  M an g k o rn  tem p le  a t fo u r d iffe re n t o cca sio n s , 
d u rin g  th e  C h in e se  N e w  Y ea r d u e  to  its p o p u la rity ; th e  15th o f  th e  L u n a r  m o n th , a 
trad itio n a l tim e  fo r  tem p le  a tte n d a n c e  fo r th e  C h in ese ; an d  S un day  a f te rn o o n  an d  
M o n d ay  a t n o o n  fo r  co lle c tin g  ran d o m  in fo rm ation .

3) In te rv iew s:

T h e  g en e ra l in te rv iew s  w e re  h e ld  w ith  lay p eo p le  a tten d in g  b o th  te m p le s  o f  
v a ry in g  ag es , f ro m  10 to  82 y e a rs  o ld , b o th  m ale  an d  fem ale . T h ese  in te rv ie w s  w e re  
w ith  a  to ta l o f  a b o u t 16 peo p le . O th e r  in te rv iew s w e re  co n d u c te d  w ith  a  to ta l o f  4 
m o n k s an d  10 n o v ice s  in  b o th  tem p les.

In te rv iew ees  fro m  M a n g k o rn  tem p le :

N o . 1 ) 1 0  y e a r  o ld  b o y , th ird  g en e ra tio n  C h in ese -T h a i

N o. 2 ) 25 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , co m p an y  e m p lo y ee

N o. 3) 26  y e a r  o ld  m a le , a  trav e l a g en cy  ow n er, seco n d  g e n e ra tio n  
C h in e se -T h a i

T h a i
N o. 4 ) 32 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , sa les m an ag er, seco n d  g en e ra tio n  C h in ese -

N o . 5) 29  y e a r  o ld  fem ale , w o rk e r  in  ad v e rtis in g  co m p an y , th ird  
g e n e ra tio n  C h in ese -T h a i

N o . 6) 42  y e a r  o ld  m a le , h u m an  re so u rce s  m an ag er, th ird  g e n e ra tio n  
C h in e se -T h a i

N o. 7 ) 52  y e a r  o ld  m a le , fam ily  b u s in e ss  

N o . 8) 71 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , f irs t g e n e ra tio n  im m ig ran t 

In te rv iew ees  f ro m  P h o m a n  tem p le :

T hai
N o . 1 ) 1 9  y e a r  o ld  fem ale , u n iv e rs ity  s tu d en t, th ird  g e n e ra tio n  C h in ese -
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N o. 2) 22 y e a r  o ld  m ale , u n iv e rs ity  g ra d u a te  s tu d en t

N o. 3) 50 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , in su ran ce  co m p an y  e m p lo y e e , se c o n d  
g e n e ra tio n  C h in ese -T h a i

N o. 4 ) 72 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , f irs t g e n e ra tio n  im m ig ran t

N o . 5) 73 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , f irs t g e n e ra tio n  im m ig ran t

N o . 6) 76 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , f irs t g e n e ra tio n  im m ig ran t

N o . 7) 81 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , f irs t g en e ra tio n  im m ig ran t

N o . 8) 82 y e a r  o ld  fem ale , f irs t g e n e ra tio n  im m ig ran t

In -d ep th  in te rv iew s w e re  co n d u c ted  w ith  tw o  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  m o n k s , on e  
C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  ทนท an d  a lso  o n e  T h e rav ad a  m on k .

N o. 1) T h e  fo rm e r V ice  S u p rem e  P a tr ia rc h  in  th e  C h in e se  sec t, 
V e n e ra b le  Z h e n  D u en  ( j M l ) ,  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  m o n k , hav e  b e e n  liv in g  in  T h a ila n d  
fo rm  35 y ea rs  old.

N o. 2 ) V e n e ra b le  H u i X i ( H  ร ) ,  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  m o n k , h as  b e e n  

liv in g  in  T h a ila n d  for 9 year.

N o. 3) P ra k h u th a m m a th o n  S o n g sak  C h o tch a , T hai m o n k  w h o  is 
re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  in te rch an g in g  T h erav ad a  B u d d h ism  an d  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  
B u d d h ism

N o .4 ) 36  y e a r  o ld  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  ทนท, M iao  S h en g  (T T 'lA f ab b ess  

o f  In te rn a tio n a l B u d d h is t P ro g re ss  S ocie ty  A sso c ia tio n  o f  T h a ila n d  u n d e r  P a tro n a g e  
o f  th e  S u p rem e  P a tria rch , th ird  g en e ra tio n  C h in e se -T h a i

4 ) P a rtic ip an t o b serv a tio n :

T h e  re se a rch e r p a r tic ip a te d  th e  ev e n in g  se rv ice , U lla m b a n a  fe s tiv a l (Tk f ê f S - i t  

) a lso  ca ll P u d u  in  C h in e se  in  b o th  te m p le s , th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  c e re m o n y  an d  
C h in e se  N e w  Y ea r e v e n t in  M a n g k o m  tem p le  an d  a lso  th e  m o n th ly  c h a n tin g  
c e re m o n ie s  in  P h o m a n  tem p le .
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T h e  resea rch  w as  co n d u c te d  from  Ju ly  2 0 0 8  to  M arch  2 0 0 9 , d u rin g  m any  o f  
th e  sp ec ia l ce rem o n y  e v en ts  an d  o th e r n o rm al days.

T h e  re se a rch  sp ec ific a lly  fo cu ses on  tw o  C h in ese  tem p les: M a n g k o rn  tem p le  
an d  P h o m a n  tem p le , th e se  tw o  tem p le s  b e in g  th e  m o st p ro m in en t C h in e se  M a h ay an a  
tem p le s  in  T hailand . M a n g k o rn  tem p le  is th e  o ld e s t C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le , b u il t 
in  th e  la te  19th cen tu ry  a n d  lo ca ted  in  th e  h e a r t o f  C h inatow n . T h e  tem p le  has its o w n  
u n iv e rs ity , an d  can  c la im  to  b e  th e  m o st fam o u s C h in ese  tem p le  in  B an g k o k , w ith  th e  
la rg e s t n u m b e r o f  lay  peo p le . P h o m an  tem p le  is th e  b ig g es t C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le  
in  B a n g k o k , lo ca ted  o n  R a m a  III road. D u e  to  its  s ize  it can  su s ta in  la rg e  ce rem o n ies  
in v o lv in g  m any  w o rsh ip p e rs , u n lik e  th e  m o re  re stric tiv e  M an g k o rn  tem p le . P h o m an  
te m p le  is a lso  s ig n if ic an t s in ce  o n e  o f  its A b b o ts  a tta in e d  th e  S u p rem e  P a tria rch a te .

T h e  g rou ps I h a v e  b e e n  stu d y in g  a re  a tten d ees  o f  th e se  tw o  tem p les . T h ese  lay  
p eo p le  h av e  p ro v id ed  m e  w ith  s ta tis tic s , v ia  m y  q u es tio n n a ire  a n d  in fo rm al 
in te rv iew s , c o n d u c ted  o n  site.

T h is  re se a rch  h a s  e x p lo re d  asp ec ts  o f  th e  tw o  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p les  
th ro u g h  in te rv iew s w ith  m em b ers  o f  th e  m o n a s tic  com m un ity . T h e  m o n k s  a re  o n e  o f  
th e  im p o rta n t fac to rs  su s ta in in g  th e  life o f  th e  C h in e se  tem p le  in  T h a ilan d . M o n k s 
re p re se n t th e  C h in ese  te m p le  an d  in  som e ca se s , a re  th e  o n ly  re so u rc e  fro m  w h ich  to  
s tu d y  th e  C h in ese  te m p le  fro m  an  in s id e r’s p o in t o f  view .

S in ce  C h in ese  te m p le s  are  a t th e  cen tre  o f  th e  lo ca l co m m u n ity  th ey  h o ld  
a d d itio n a l even ts, o n  to p  o f  B u d d h is t h o lid ay s , a n d  B u d d h is t fe stiv a ls . F ie ld  re se a rc h  
h as  b e e n  co n d u c ted  o n  b o th  B u d d h is t h o lid ay s  a n d  C h in ese  h o lid ay s , in  o rd e r to  
a sse ss  th e  ch a rac te r  o f  th e se  even ts.

C h ap te r  o n e  in  m y  รณdy  p re sen ts  a  g en e ra l in tro d u c tio n  an d  a  lite ra tu re  
re v ie w  an d  m e th o d o lo g y . T h e  seco n d  ch a p te r  b r ie f ly  p ro v id es  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e  
C h in e se  m ig ra tio n  in to  T h a ila n d  an d  a lso  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  
tem p le . T h e  th ird  c h a p te r  an a ly zes  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  te m p le s , w ith  th e ir  
fo n c tio n s  an d  th e  m a in  e v e n ts  h e ld  in  th e  tem p les . F in a lly  c h a p te r  fo u r  p resen ts  th e  
re su lts  o f  m y  su rv ey s  c o n d u c te d  o n  lay p eo p le  a n d  m o n k s in  C h in e se  tem p les.

1.4. Scope of Study
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T his ch a p te r  rev iew s  th e  ex is tin g  lite ra tu re , b eg in n in g  f irs tly  w ith  th e  
h is to rica l rev iew  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  C h in ese  m ig ra tio n  and  o f  th e  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
te m p le  in  T ha iland . T h is  e lab o ra te s  th em es  o f  a ss im ila tio n  a n d  th e  b u ild in g  o f  link s 
b e tw e e n  th e  C h in ese  a n d  lo ca l T hais. I t is im p e ra tiv e  fo r c le a re r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  
T h a i/C h in ese  s itu a tio n  to  p resen t a n  o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  re la tio n sh ip  
b e tw e e n  C h in a  an d  T h a ila n d  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  T hai K in g d o m  in  th e  
th ir te e n th  cen tu ry  u n til th e  p resen t. T h e  se c o n d  a rea  o f  th e  lite ra tu re  re v ie w  d ea ls  w ith  
th e  re lig io u s  life  o f  th e  o v e rseas  C h in ese  com m un ity . T h e  th ird  p a r t  fo cu se s  o n  th e  
fu n c tio n  o f  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le  in  T hailand .

In  s tru c tu rin g  th is  rev iew  o f  th e  k ey  lite ra tu re  a  g en e ra l p o rtra y a l is p re se n te d  
a n d  an a ly s is  o f  th e  w o rk s  fo llo w e d  by  co m m en ts  o n  h o w  th e  li te ra tu re  re la te s  to  th e  
f ie ld  re sea rch , w h ere  po ssib le .

1.5. Literature Review

1.5.1. History of the Chinese Migration in Thailand

S in o-S iam ese T ribu tary  re la tion s, 1 2 8 2 -1 8 5 3  by  S u e b sa e n g  P ro m b o o n  (1 9 7 1 )  
p ro v id es  th e  early  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  C h in a  an d  S iam . I t d e sc rib e s  
h o w  th e  trad in g  sy s tem  w o rk s  b e tw e e n  tw o  cou n trie s. T h is  h a s  o f te n  m is ta k e n ly  b e e n  
seen  to  b e  a  fo rm  o f  tr ib u te  g iv in g  ra th e r  th a n  trade . H e  c r itic ise s  th is  asse rtio n . T h e  
b o o k  co v ers  th e  im p o rta n t ro le  o f  th e  C h in e se  m erch an ts  in  S iam , h o w  th ey  w e re  a b le  
to  w o rk  w ith  th e  K in g  o f  S iam  an d  h o w  th e  C h in ese  w ere  g e n e ra lly  tre a te d  m u c h  
b e tte r  th an  h o w  th ey  w e re  tre a ted  in  o th e r  co u n trie s . I t ex p la in s  th a t th e  C h in e se  in  
T h a ila n d  w e re  a c c e p te d  a n d  w e lco m ed  in  S iam  an d  de ta ils  th e  A y u tth a y a  p e r io d  w h e n  
th e  C h in e se  w e re  g ra n te d  g re a t p riv ileg es  in  S iam  co m p ared  to  o th e r  fo re ig n  trad e rs . 
T h e  b o o k  a lso  ex p lo res  th e  tra d itio n  o f  C h in e se  hero  w o rsh ip  in  T h a ilan d . T he  
C h in e se  n o t o n ly  ju s t  c a m e  a n d  tra d e d  in  S iam  b u t a lso  b ro u g h t th e ir  b e lie fs  an d  
cu ltu re .
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g iv es a  g o o d  o v era ll id ea  o f  th e  C h in ese  so c ie ty  in T h a ila n d  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  
th e ir  m ig ra tio n  in  th e  th ir te e n th  cen tu ry  to  th e  1960s. T h e  b o o k  c o v e rs  th e  c a u se s  o f  
m ig ra tio n  an d  th e  p ro cess  o f  p e rm a n e n t se ttlem en t. S k in n e r a rg u es  th a t th e  C h in e se  
w ere  ab le  to  se ttle  a n d  to  fit in to  T h a i so c ie ty  w ith  re la tiv e  ease , th a t th ey  o f te n  
co n v e rted  to  T h e ra v a d a  p rac tice  a n d  h e lp e d  b u il t T h e ra v a d a  te m p le s  b u t a lso  th a t th ey  
b ro u g h t th e ir  o w n  re lig io n  an d  tem p les . H e  em p h as ize s  th e  C h in e se  p e o p le ’s 
ad ap tab ility  to  th e  n e w  socie ty . H e  ex p la in s  h o w  C h in ese  B u d d h is t a sso c ia tio n s  
h e lp ed  w ith  th e  lo ca l cem ete ries . T h e  b o o k  p ro v id es  a  s tro n g  s e n se  o f  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  
th e  C h in ese  w e n t th ro u g h  in  T h a ila n d  in  th e  so c ia l, p o litica l, a n d  ec o n o m ic  rea lm s.

W h en  S k in n e r  c o n d u c ted  h is  s tu d y  th e  m o n k s in  th e  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
tem p les  w e re  a ll C h in ese , h o w ev e r, d u rin g  th is  th e s is ’ f ie ld  re se a rc h , in  M a n g k o m - 
K am a law a t T e m p le  (M a n g k o rn  te m p le )  a n d  P h o m a n -K h u n a ra m  T em p le  (P h o m a n  
tem p le ), n o n e  o f  th e  re sp o n d en t m o n k s  w ere  fro m  C h ina . S o m e  o f  th e m  w ere  th ird  
g en era tio n  C h in ese , m an y  w ere  T h a is  a n d  s ta ted  th a t th ey  d id  n o t  h a v e  any  C h in e se  
b lood . T he  e th n ic  m a k e u p  a n d  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e  m o n k s a n d  la y m e n  w h o  a sso c ia te  
w ith  th e  tem p le  has c h a n g e d  sin ce  th e  f irs t g en e ra tio n  im m ig ran ts . T h is  re se a rc h  is 
in ten d ed  to  fill th e  g a p  an d  to  ex p lo re  th e  c u rre n t s itu a tio n  in  th e  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
tem p le .

1.5.2. The religious life of the overseas Chinese community

C h in ese in T h a ila n d b y  K e n n e th  P e rry  L a n d o n  (1 9 4 1 )  o b se rv e s  th a t C h in e se  
re lig io n s  are  a  m ix tu re  o f  T ao ism , B u d d h ism  an d  a lso  C o n fu c ian ism . H e  a lso  
m en tio n s  th a t a  la rg e  p e rcen tag e  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  w ere  p ea sa n ts  a n d  o f  m e rc h a n t c la ss , 
g ro u p s  ac tiv e , e v e n  i f  o cca sio n a lly , in  re lig io n . T h ey  ty p ic a lly  sp e n t th re e  to  f iv e  
p e rcen t o f  th e ir  in co m e  su p p o rtin g  re lig io u s  w o rk  o r o n  c e re m o n ie s  th a t w ere  
a sso c ia ted  w ith  re lig io n . L a n d o n  sa w  a n  o v e ra ll d ec lin e  in  th e  w e a lth  an d  
m a in ten an ce  o f  th e  C h in ese  tem p les .

W ith o u t c a re  a n d  fu n d in g  th e  te m p le s  te n d  to  go  in to  d ec lin e , w ith  th e  y o u n g e r  
g en e ra tio n s  g ro w in g  o u t o f  to u c h  w ith  th e ir  re lig io u s  trad itio n s . H e  c la im s  th a t th e



reason behind it might be the Chinese sending money back to China in order to
support their family clan. He also states, writing at a time when this was still the case,
that Nationalism itself was replacing religion.

T h e  C h in e se  N e w  y e a r  an d  th e  U llam b an a  fe stiv a l a re  im p o rtan t e v en ts  in  th e  
C h in ese  c a le n d a r  an d  h av e  a  s tro n g  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  tem p le s , b u t L a n d o n  fa ils  to  
m en tio n  it. D u rin g  im p o rtan t c a le n d a r  ev en ts  C h in ese  o ften  v is it th e  tem p le  to  w ish  
fo r g o o d  lu ck  in  th e  N e w  Y ear. O n  th e  a n ce sto r  w o rsh ip  d ay s  C h in ese  o ften  v is i t  th e  
tem p le  to  pay  re sp e c t to  th e  B u d d h a  im ag e  an d  se t up  a  sm all o ffe rin g  to  th e  
ancesto rs .

C h in ese  C h u rch es in T h a ila n d (B lan d fo rd , 1981) g iv es  b a s ic  in fo rm a tio n  
ab o u t th e  C h in e se  m a jo r  sp eech  g ro u p s an d  th e ir  e c o n o m ic  ac tiv itie s  an d  so c ia l 
o rg an iza tio n . T h e  b o o k  po in ts  o u t im p o rta n t fac to rs  fo r  C h in ese  re lig io u s  p rac tic e s , 
su ch  as a p p e a s in g  th e  sp irits , a ssu r in g  g o o d  luck , h ea lth , an d  p ro sp e rity , a n d  g a in in g  
h e lp  fro m  th e  g o d s  in  tim es o f  s ick n ess  an d  adv ersity . I t sa id  th a t th e  C h in e se  m o n k s  
c h ie f  fu n c tio n s  re la te  to  d iv in a tio n , fo rtu n e te llin g , ex o rc ism  o f  ev il sp rits , a n d  fu n e ra l 
serv ices. It a lso  p o in ts  o u t th e  d iffe re n c e  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  sa lv a tio n  b e tw e e n  T hai 
an d  C h inese . T h a is  hav e  s tro n g  b e lie fs  in  re in ca rn a tio n , an d  b e liev e  th a t m e rit g a in e d  
b y  feed in g  th e  B u d d h is t m o n k s  a n d  by  c o n trib u tin g  to  th e  b u ild in g  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  
o f  th e  te m p le s  w h ic h  w ill w o rk  to  o n e ’s c re d it in  th e  fu tu re  lives. T he  C h in e se  b e lie v e  
th a t th ey  w ill a tta in  g o o d  fo rtu n e  in  th is  life  an d  p a rad ise  a f te r  d ea th  b y  th e  
in te rce ss io n  o f  th e  g o d s , an d  th ey  m a k e  th e ir  o ffe rin g s  to  th e se  g o d s  ra th e r  th a n  to  
m onks. T h e  b o o k  p ro v id es  u se fu l b a c k g ro u n d  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  co m p arin g  th e  d iffe ren t 
ideas a b o u t w o rsh ip in g  b e tw e e n  T h a i a n d  C h in ese  a n d  a lso  h e lp e d  m e  to  c o m p o se  th e  
re le v a n t q u e s tio n s  fo r  in te rv ie w  th e  lay  peop le .

To lea rn  m ore  a b o u t o v e rse a s  C h in ese  (D a i, 1991) b r in g s  to  lig h t n e w  
d ev e lo p m en ts  a m o n g s t co n te m p o ra ry  o v e rsea s  C h in ese  co m m u n itie s . T h is  b o o k  
ch a rts  h o w  th e y  a re  ab le  to  a d a p t th e  lo ca l re lig io n  a n d  a lso  k e e p  th e ir  ow n . T h e
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p ic tu re  o f  cu ltu ra l ex ch an g e  a n d  a ss im ila tio n  is p re sen ted  w ith  ce r ta in  ex am p les . In  
th e  P h ilip p in e s  th e  local C h in e se  ev en  p lace  s ta tu es  o f  Je su s  C h ris t on  th e ir  w o rsh ip  
a lta rs  n e x t to  th e  B u d d h a  im age. A fte r  hearsays a b o u t fo rtu n e  a tta c h e d  to  th e  im ag e  o f  
Je su s  C h ris t m an y  lo ca l T ao ism  sh rin e  b eg an  to  p lace  th e  bab y  Je su s  im ag e  in  th e  
sh rin e  (D a i, 1991:82).

T h e  C h in ese  h av e  a  h ig h  flex ib ility  an d  ad ap tab ility  to  th e  lo ca l c u ltu re , th is  
h e lp s th e m  to  eas ily  m erg e  in to  th e  lo ca l cu ltu re . T h ey  h av e  th e ir  o w n  u n iq u e  w ay  o f  
lo o k in g  a t th e  re lig io n  life , w h ic h  is o ften  u n -d o g m a tic  an d  u n o rth o d o x . E v e n  th o u g h  
th ey  w o rsh ip  m an y  d iffe ren t k in d s  o f  d e ities , m o s t o f  th em  still c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  
as B u d d h is ts .

C h in e se  b e liev e  th a t a ll th e se  d e ities  can  g iv e  th em  b less in g s  fo r  th e  c u rre n t 
life  a n d  n e x t life. T h e  s itu a tio n  is v e ry  s im ila r  to  M a n g k o rn  T em p le  in  B an g k o k . E v en  
it is a  M a h a y a n a  tem p le  m an y  d e itie s  and  fo lk  h e ro es  c a n  b e  seen  in  th e  te m p le  
b e s id e s  th e  B u d d h a  im ages.

T h e  b o o k  p ro v id es  u se fu l b ack g ro u n d  in fo rm a tio n  fo r u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  
reaso n s  th e  o v e rsea s  C h in ese  are  w illin g  to  ad ap t to  th e  lo ca l beliefs.

P u n y o d y a n a ’s (1971  R e se a rc h  is a  k ey  so u rce  fo r th is  th esis . T h e  w o rk  
p ro v id es  sam p le  d a ta  o f  90 0  C h in e se  reg a rd in g  th e ir  p o in t o f  v ie w  o f  th e  T h a i 
re lig io n  a n d  re lig io u s  p rac tices . T h e  re se a rch  w as m ad e  in  1971.I t  p ro v id e s  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t e th n ic  C h in e se  p ercep tio n s  o f  re lig io n  d a tin g  b a c k  30  y ea rs . T h is  
p ro v id es  a  g u id e  line  in  o b se rv in g  ch an g es  th a t h av e  o c cu rred  d u rin g  th e  p a s t years . 
P u y o d y a n a ’s w o rk  o rg an ises  th e  d a ta  in to  sec tio n s  re la tin g  to  by  e d u c a tio n  a n d  a lso  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t e m p lo y ee  an d  co m p a re s  an y  d iffe re n t re su lts  b e tw e e n  th e  d iffe re n t 
g rou ps. T h is  th e s is  sep a ra te s  th e  d a ta  b e tw e e n  tw o  te m p le s  to  co m p a re  a n d  c o n tra s t 
th e  tw o  lo ca tio n s . P u y o d y  a n a ’s w o rk  has b e e n  u se d  as  a  b as is  fo r  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  
fo rm a t a n d  an a ly tic a l m e th o d  fo r  p ro cess in g  th e  an sw ers .
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1.5.3. The function of Chinese Mahayana temple in Thailand

Thai B uddhism  in the B u ddh ist W orld  (P ay u tto , 1984) ex p la in s  a b o u t th e  
d iffe ren ces  b e tw een  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  an d  T h e rav ad a  B u d d h ism . I t  s ta te s  th a t th e  
fu n d a m e n ta l p rin c ip le s  o f  th e  F o u r  N o b le  T ru th s , th e  N o b le  E ig h tfo ld  P a th , a n d  a lso  
th e  sp ir it o f  n o n -v io len ce , to le ra n c e  are  th e  sam e  in  b o th  M a h a y a n a  a n d  T h e ra v a d a  
B u d d h ism . B u t th e  d iffe re n c e  is in  th e  em p h as is  an d  in te rp re ta tio n . T h e ra v a d a  keep s 
fa ith fu lly  to  th e  o rig in a l te a c h in g s  as p re se rv ed  in  th e  P a li C an on , th e  M a h a y a n a  has 
m ad e  free  and  v a ried  in te rp re ta tio n s  o f  th e  D o c tr in e  an d  th e  D isc ip lin e  u n d e r  d iffe ren t 
c ircu m stan ces . T h e ra v a d a  req u ire s  person a l se lf-e ffo rt, th e  M a h a y a n a  b e lie v e s  in 
sa lv a tio n  th ro u g h  fa ith  an d  d ev o tio n . T he  e m p h as is  o f  th e  T h e ra v a d a  is o n  re lian ce  
to w a rd s  th e  id ea l s ta te  o f  b e in g  an  A rahan t. T h e  M a h a y a n a ’ ร s tre ss  is  o n  co m p assio n , 
lik e  th e  B o d h isa ttv a s  w h o  v o w  to  sav e  all b e in g s  a n d  w o rk  fo r th e  g o o d  o f  su ffe rin g  
be ing s. I t  a lso  g iv es g o o d  g en e ra l in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t B u d d h ism  in  C h ina . W h en  
C o m m u n is ts  to o k  o v er C h in a  in  1949 B u d d h is t a c tiv itie s  fe ll in to  o b scu rity . M an y  
m o n k s  f led  to  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  T a iw an  to  co n tin u e  th e ir  ac tiv itie s  in  freed o m . D u rin g  
th e  C u ltu ra l R e v o lu tio n  an  u n to ld  n u m b er o f  B u d d h is t b u ild in g s  a n d  m o n u m e n ts  w ere  
d e s tro y e d  b y  th e  R e d  G u ard s. T h is b o o k  is u se fu l as  a  re fe ren ce  p ie c e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  b a s ic  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  C h in ese  M ah ayan a .

D o u b le  Iden tity: The C h in ese  in m odern  T h ailan d  b y  R ic h a rd  J. C o u g h lin  
(1 9 6 0 )  gav e  a  v e ry  c le a r  id e a  o f  th e  d iffe ren ces  b e tw e e n  T h a i B u d d h ism  a n d  C h in ese  
B u d d h ism , w h ils t m e n tio n in g  m a n y  d e ta ils  o f  re lig io u s  p rac tic e  a n d  life  in  th e  
C h in e se  tem p le . C o u g h lin  a rg u es  th a t T h a i te m p le s  o f te n  h av e  a  c lo se r  c o n n e c tio n  
T h a i p e o p le ’s d a ily  life  th a n  C h in e se  tem p le s  a n d  th a t g en e ra lly  C h in e se  tem p le s  
seem  to  h av e  a  m o re  lim ite d  in teg ra tio n  w ith  th e  lay m e n  “ T hai m o n k s  p e rfo rm  
se rv ice s  th ro u g h o u t a n  in d iv id u a l’s life  fro m  b ir th  to  d ea th , an d  th e y  a re  c a lle d  in to  
th e  h o m e  fo r  v a rio u s  fe s tiv e  o cca sio n s , su ch  as  w ed d in g s  an d  b ir th d a y  p a r tie s , as  w ell 
as  in  th e  e v e n t o f  s ick n ess  a n d  d eath . C h in ese  m o n k s , o n  th e  o th e r h a n d , h av e  
p ra c tic a lly  th e ir  so le  im p o rta n c e  in  tim es o f  m is fo rtu n e  o r d ea th ” (C o u g h lin , 1960 :96).
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T h e  rese a rch  fo u n d  th is in co n s is ten t w ith  th e  answ ers re c e iv e d  d u rin g  re se a rc h  
a t th e  tem p les . C lea r ex am p le s  o f  th e  s tro n g  d a ily  co n n ec tio n  C h in e se  tem p les  h av e  in  
T h a i ritu a l life  c an  b e  se e n  in fu n era l s e n d e e s  an d  vario us o th e r sp ec ia l ce rem o n ies . In  
in te rv iew s  w ith  th e  m o n k s  fro m  th e  C h in ese  M a h ay an a  tem p les , th e  m o n k s a lso  
p ro v id e d  ho use  w a n n in g  an d  w ed d in g  b le ss in g  ritu a l c e rem o n ies , as  w e ll as 
c e re m o n ie s  fo r h ea lth  a n d  rid d in g  b ad  luck. T h is  w ill be  d iscu ssed  in  th e  ch a p te r  III.

C o u g h lin  d e sc r ib e s  m an y  o f  th e  key  fe stiv a ls  b u t h is  s tu d y  d o e s  n o t o ffe r  
m an y  d e ta ils  a b o u t th e  c o n n ec tio n  b e tw een  th e  festiv a ls  and  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  the  
tem p les . T h e  fe s tiv a ls  a re  th e  rea so n  th a t m an y  p eo p le  still v is it th e  tem p le . I t  w ill b e  
e x p la in e d  in  d e ta il in  th e  th ird  chap ter. C o u g h lin  sees m ore  s im ila rity  th an  d iffe re n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e  re lig io u s  p rac tic e s  o f  th e  T h a i T h erav ad as  an d  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
fo llo w ers . C h in ese  h a v e  b e e n  s tro n g ly  in flu en c ed  by  th e  M a h a y a n a  fo rm  o f  B u d d h ism  
a n d  h a v e  m ix ed  T a o is t a n d  C o n fu c ian  e lem en ts . T h a is  and  C h in e se  b o th  b e l ie f  in  
sp irits . A n im is tic  b e lie fs  c a n  ap p ea r to  b e  o f  g re a te r  im p o rtan ce  in  th e  da ily  liv es  o f  
th e  p eo p le  th an  B u d d h ism  itse lf. C o u g h lin  a lso  sees a  d ecrease  in  p eo p le  a tte n d in g  th e  
C h in e se  tem p les  s in ce  th e  co re  fo llo w e rs  are  trad itio n a lly  fro m  f irs t g en e ra tio n  
im m ig ran ts . A n o th e r  sch o la r , K en n e th  P arry  L an d o n  (1 9 4 1 :1 0 1 ), s ta te s  th a t th e  
C h in e se  tem p les  a re  in  d ec lin e . C o u g h lin  b e liev es  th a t th is  is tru e  o n ly  in  th e  so u th  o f  
T h a ila n d , w h ile  in  B an g k o k , th e  tem p les  still m a n a g e d  to  a ttra c t m a n y  lay m en  o u ts id e  
o f  th e  fe stiv a l p e rio d s  a n d  th ey  d id  n o t seem  to  h av e  any  f in an c ia l p ro b lem s.

C h in ese tem p les  in B an gkok  S ou rces o f  D a ta  f o r  19 th-C en tu ry  S ino-T hai 
C om m u n ities  b y  C h u im e i H o  (1995). T h e  w rite r  lis ts  38  tem p le s  a n d  M a h a y a n a  
M o n a s te r ie s  w h ich  sh e  v is ite d  a t S am p h en g  A re a  in  1991 an d  a lso  n o te d  th e  y e a r  th a t  
te m p le s  h av e  b e e n  b u ilt. T h e  lis t in c lu d ed  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s , F o lk  re lig io n , 
C o n fu c iu s , T a o is t sh rin es . T h e  a rtic le  su p p o rts  m y a rg u m en t th a t te m p le  a lso  ad a p te d  
to  th e  lo ca l p o litic a l s itu a tio n . I t p ro v id es  an  im p o rta n t p o in t th a t te m p le  a lso  sh ifts  th e  
a tte n d e e  g ro u p , w h e n  th e re  a re  o th e r s tro n g e r  d ia le c t g rou ps m o v in g  in to  th e  area . T h e
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a rtic le  an a ly ses  th e  tem p le s  by  d iffe ren t g ro u p s  o f  C h in ese  d ia le c ts  a n d  p ro v id es  
e x ce llen t so u rces o f  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  tem p les  lo c a tio n s  an d  the  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  B an g k o k . It show s h o w  th e  tem p les  w ere  b e e n  b u il t in  each  sp ec ia l 
a re a  acco rd in g  to  th e  C h in ese  re sid en ts , w h o  se ttled  d u rin g  e a c h  p e rio d  o f  tim e . T h e  
a rtic le  a lso  p o in ts  o u t th e  basic  a d m in is tra tiv e  fu n c tio n s  o f  te m p le s  in  th e  19th C e n tu ry  
w h ic h  is h igh ly  re le v a n t to  th is  thesis.

T eo ch iu ’s  re lig io u s  b e l ie f  in T h ailan d  (L ee , 20 06 ) p ro v id e s  in fo rm a tio n  o f  
v a r io u s  o v erseas  C h in e se  b e lie fs  in  T h a ila n d  w h ich  in c lu d e  th e  ‘B e n to u G o n g ’( ^ ร ์I-& -) 
th e  tu te la ry  g o d  in  th e  T eo ch iu  d is tr ic t o f  G u an g d o n g  P ro v in c e  a n d  m a in ly  w o rsh ip e d  
b y  H o k k ien s  an d  T eo ch iu s. B e n to u G o n g  is a lso  w o rsh ip e d  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le . L e e  - 
s ta tes  th a t J iN a n  sh rin e  th e  o ld est sh rin e  w h ic h  fea tu res  B e n to u G o n g  w o rsh ip , b u il t  b y  
H o k k ie n s  in  1786. C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  w ere  u su a lly  b u il t  la te r  th a n  th e  
sh rines. M an y  o f  th e  ac tu a l tem p les  w e re  b u il t a ro u n d  1863 d u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  R a m a  
V . D u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  V  th e  C h in e se  p o p u la tio n  in c re a se d  sh a rp ly  a n d  
th e re  w ere  su d d en ly  u rg en t d em an d s fo r  th e  se rv ices  o f  C h in e se  tem p le s  f ro m  th e  
peo p le . L ee  p o in ts  o u t th a t w h en  th e  C h in e se  f irs t a rriv ed  in  T h a ila n d  th ey  h a d  no  
su p p o rt from  an y w h e re  e lse  an d  th ey  c o u ld  on ly  p ray  fo r th e ir  o w n  local g o d s  a n d  
a sk in g  fo r help . C h in e se  tem p les b e c a m e  an  im p o rtan t p la c e  fo r  th em .

T he  w rite r  p o in ts  o u t th a t d e sp ite  o f  th e  h ig h  p ro p o r tio n  o f  a ss im ila tio n  o f  th e  
C h in ese  in  T h a ilan d , th e re  has b e e n  n o  c o rre sp o n d in g  d e c re a se  in  C h in ese  tem p le  
a tten d an ce . In  B a n g k o k  a lo ne  th e re  are  13 C h in ese  te m p le s , 163 T a o is t sh rin es  a n d  51 
a n ce sto r  halls. T h e  w rite r  a lso  po in ts  o u t th e  fac t th a t C h in e se  te m p le s  a ttra c t p e o p le  
b e c a u se  o f  e c o n o m ic  co n ce rn s  th ey  s ta r t to  v is it tem p le  an d  p ra y  fo r  g o o d  lu ck , th a t  
th e re  is th e  tre n d  o f  th e  m id d le  age  p eo p le  a tte n d in g  th e  tem p le . T h e  o th e r  fac to rs  a re  
th a t  th e re  are  m an y  d iffe re n t k ind s o f  d e itie s  cu lts  in  th e  te m p le s , ap p e a lin g  to  
d iffe re n t k in d s o f  n e e d  an d  a lso  m an y  o f  th e  te m p le ’ so c ia l c h a r itie s  a ttra c t p e o p le  to  
th e  C h in ese  tem p les . T h is  b o o k  p ro v id e s  re c e n t in fo rm a tio n  a n d  a  g o o d  so u rce  fo r  
re fe ren ce . L e e ’s w o rk  e m p h as ised  m o re  o n  th e  T a o is t sh rin es  b u t  n o t o n  C h in e se  
M a h a y a n a  tem p les . T h e  resu lts  c o lle c te d  fro m  th is  f ie ld w o rk  d a ta  su p p le m e n ts  th e  
e x is tin g  lite ra tu re .


	CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
	1.1. Research Objective
	1.2. Hypothesis
	1.3. Research Methodology
	1.4. Scope of Study
	1.5. Literature Review


