
CHAPTER II
WAVES OF THE CHINESE IMMIGRATION IN THAI 
HISTORY AND CHINESE MAHAY ANA TEMPLES IN

BANGKOK
In  e x p lo rin g  C h in ese  re lig io n  in  T h a ila n d  It is im p o rta n t to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  

h is to ry  o f  C h in e se  m ig ra tio n , th e  v a r io u s  d ia lec t g ro u p s  a n d  th e  s ta tu s  th e  C h in e se  
hav e  g a in ed  w ith in  th e  co u n try . T e m p le s  a n d  re lig io u s  life  a re  san c tu a rie s  an d  
sp iritu a l re fu g es  fo r  im m ig ran t co m m u n itie s . A s n o te d  la te r  in  th is  s tu dy , C h in e se  
sh rin es an d  p la c e s  o f  fo lk  w o rsh ip  c a n  b e  fo u n d  all o v e r  T h a ilan d , and  o f te n  p re d a te  
o ffic ia lly  re c o g n ise d  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p les . T h is  is b e c a u se  C h in ese  la b o u re rs  
an d  trad e rs  h av e  b e e n  p re sen t in  T h a ila n d  s in ce  th e  e a r lie s t tim es. T h e  w e a lth  an d  
s ta tu s o f  th e  B a n g k o k  tem p le s , M a n g k o rn  a n d  P h o m a n  c a n  b e  a ttr ib u te d  n o t ju s t  to  th e  
in flu en ce  o f  p o w e rfu l g ro u p s  lik e  th e  T eo c h iu s  an d  H a k k a s , a n d  n o t ju s t  to  th e  
n u m b ers  o f  C h in e se  th a t m ig ra te d  to  T h a ila n d  b u t a lso  to  T h a i g o v e rn m e n t p o lic ie s . 
P h ib u l’s a n ti-C h in e se  m easu re s  a n d  th e  S eco n d  W o rld  W ar, le d  to  C h in e se  in  ru ra l 
a reas  b e in g  fo rc ed  in to  th e  c ity , ad d in g  to  h ig h  d en sity  C h in e se  p o p u la tio n s  in  u rb a n  
a reas ; th u s  in c re a s in g  th e  te m p le ’ร su p p o rt base.

2.1. Chinese Dialect groups

I t is in d isp u ta b le  th a t th e  C h in e se  are  th e  d o m in a n t e th n ic  m in o rity  in  
T h a ilan d . B y  th e  1 9 3 0 ’s, a c c o rd in g  to  a  cen su s  ta k e n  a t th a t tim e , T h a ila n d  w as  
co n s id e red  to  h a v e  th e  la rg e s t o v e rse a s  C h in e se  c o m m u n ity  in  th e  w o rld  a t o v e r  
3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 (L an d o n , 1941). T h ese  C h in e se , a lth o u g h  p a r t o f  a  c o m m o n  C h in e se  
cu ltu re , sh o u ld  n o t b e  se e n  as  a  m o n o lith ic  b lo c k  w ith  a  s in g le  id en tity . T h is  is 
p a rticu la rly  th e  c a se  in  o v e rsea s  C h in e se  co m m u n itie s  w h e re  th e  te n d e n c y  is to  v ie w  
th em se lv es  in  th e ir  sp ec ific  lin g u is tic  g rou ps. O v e r  95 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  C h in e se  in  S iam  
cam e fro m  th e  p ro v in c e s  o f  K w a n g tu n g  a n d  F u k ien . T h e  m o s t s ig n if ic a n t a n d  
p e rv as iv e  d iv is io n  in  th e  o v e rsea s  C h in e se  are  th o se  a m o n g  sp eech  g ro u p s , p r in c ip a l 
o f  w h ic h  in  T h a ila n d  are: C a n to n e se , H a k k a , H a in a n e se , a n d  H o k k ie n , T eo ch iu . O u t



o f  a ll C h in e se  in  T h a ila n d  T e o c h iu  ac c o u n t fo r  56 p e r cen t, th e  H ak k a  fo r 16 p e r cen t, 
H a in a n e se  12 p e rcen t, C a n to n ese  a n d  H o k k ien  7 p e rc e n t (S h en , 2002). W h a t th ese  
g ro u p s h av e  in  c o m m o n  is th a t th ey  a ll o rig in a te  in p laces  w ith  p o o r ag ric u ltu re , an d  
h av e  a  h is to ry  o f  com m erce . T h e  H a k k a s  are  u n iq u e  in h av in g  a h is to ry  o f  in te rn a l 
m ig ra tio n . M ig ra to ry  co m m u n itie s  o f  H ak k as  are  sc a tte re d  across so u th e rn  C h ina .

T e o c h iu s , w h o  o rig in a te  f ro m  th e  d e lta  o f  th e  H an  R iv e r  in  n o rth -e a s te rn  
K w an g tu n g , a re  th e  b ig g es t C h in e se  g ro u p  in  T h a ilan d . A s su ch  th ey  are  sp read  very  
w id e ly  th ro u g h o u t T h a ilan d , a lth o u g h  m o st o f  th em  a re  in  B an g k o k . T h ey  a lso  hav e  
th e  lo n g es t h is to ry  in  T h a ilan d . T h e  H o k k ien s  p o p u la ted  p a rt o f  F u k ie n  p ro v in ce . In  
th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry , H o k k ien s  w ere  th e  p rin c ip a l C h in e se  sp eech  g ro u p  in  S iam  
(S k in n e r, 1957). T h e  em ig ran t co m m u n itie s  am o n g  th e  C a n to n e se  c a m e  fro m  
K u a n g ch o u -fu . T h e  H a in a n e se  e m ig ra n t co m m u n itie s  la rg e ly  o rig in a ted  fro m  th e  
n o rth -e a s te rn  p a r t o f  th e  H a in a n  Island . In  m uch  le sse r  n u m b ers  p eo p le  a lso  m ig ra te d  
fro m  Y u n n a n  P ro v in c e  to  th e  n o rth  o f  T h a ilan d , m o st o f  th em  s tay ed  in  C h ia n g  M ai 
an d  C h ia n g  R ai.

I t  is im p o rta n t to  n o te  th a t g en e ra lly  th e  v a rio u s  C h in ese  g ro u p s b e c a m e  
in v o lv e d  w ith  a n d  a sso c ia ted  w ith  sp ec ific  p ro fe ss io n s  a n d  trades. F o r  e x a m p le  th e  
H o k k ien , h a v in g  a rriv ed  in  M a la y a  firs t, w en t to  th e  so u th  o f  T h a ilan d , in  o rd e r  to  
g ro w  ru b b er. M a n y  o f  th is  g ro u p  m o v e d  to  P h u k e t fo r  th e  T in  m in in g  (S h en , 2002). 
D u rin g  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry , c o tto n  w as p ro d u ced  fo r e x p o rt p rim arily  by  
H a in an ese . In  1 8 6 0 ’s an d  1 8 7 0 ’s, H a in a n e se  en g ag ed  in  ex ten s iv e  c o tto n  c u ltiv a tio n  
in  Ju n g le  c le a r in g s  o f  M id d le  an d  N o rth  S iam  (S k in n er, 1957). T h is  d iv is io n  m ay  g ive  
re le v a n c e  to  a  s tu d y  co n d u c te d  in  1953 by  C o rn e ll U n iv e rs ity , in d ica tin g  o c c u p a tio n a l 
sp e c ia liz a tio n  in  th e  c ities . T e o c h iu s  m ad e  up  m o s t o f  th e  b an k e rs , r ic e  m erch an ts , 
g o ld  a n d  je w e lle ry  m erch an ts , H a k k a s  th e  n ew sp ap e rm en , ta ilo rs , s ilv e rsm ith s , 
H o k k ie n s , ru b b e r  ex p o rte rs , C a n to n e se  p rin te rs , an d  H a in a n e se  th e  p h a rm a c is ts  
(S k in n er, 1957).
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2.2. Factors of Migration

T h e re  are  severa l fac to rs  th a t cau sed  C h in ese  m ig ra tio n  in to  T h a ilan d . O n e  o f  
th e  co re  p o litica l reasons w as th e  Q in g  a scen d en cy  i t s e l f  A s the  M a n c h u s  to o k  p o w er 
from  th e  w ea k  M in g  d y n asty  m any  C h in ese  w ere  d isp lace d  and  f led  th e  n ew  M an ch u  
ru lers. T w o  o f  th e  m a in  C h in ese  g ro u p s in  B an g k o k , th e  T eo ch iu s  an d  th e  H o k k ien s , 
hav e  m ig ra to ry  o rig in s  in  th is  u p h eav a l, a rriv in g  in  o th e r p arts  o f  S iam  a ro u n d  th e  
y ea r  1645. T eo ch iu s  to  so u th east S iam , n ea r B an g p la so i, an d  H o k k ie n s  to  so u th e rn  
S iam , a ro u n d  S o n g k h la  (S k in n e r, 1957). T h ese  tw o  g ro u p s are  o f  in te re s t n o t on ly  
b e c a u se  o f  a  s tro n g  an ti-M a n c h u  lo ca l c h a rac te r  b u t a lso  b eca u se  th e y  ex em p lify  th e  
k in d  o f  g eo g rap h ic  an d  e c o n o m ic  fac to rs  th a t lead  to  C h in ese  im m ig ra tio n .

A  g eo g rap h ic  ca u se  can  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  very  lan d scap e  o f  so u th e rn  C h ina . T he 
h illy  la n d scap e  o f  K w a n g tu n g  an d  F u k ien  (T h ey  are  a lso  th e  m a jo r  p la c e s  th e  C h in ese  
m ig ran ts  cam e  from ) w ere  u n su itab le  fo r rice  cu ltiv a tio n , as a  re su lt o f  a  lack  o f  fa rm 
lan d  th e  in h ab itan ts  o f  th is  reg io n  w ere  fo rc ed  in to  d ev e lo p in g  tra d in g  sk ills , w h ic h  
u ltim a te ly  en ab led  th em  to  m o v e  o v e rsea s  to  p laces  lik e  S iam . A s a  m e a su re  to  
im p ro v e  th e  ag ricu ltu ra l p ro sp ec ts  o f  K w an g tu n g , th e  M an ch u  h a d  in tro d u c e d  n e w  
c ro p s  su c h  as sw ee t po ta to . In itia lly  a  su ccess , w h ic h  cau sed  rap id  p o p u la tio n  
in c rea se s , th e  a rea  b eca m e  p ro n e  to  v ario u s  a g r ic u ltu ra l b lig h ts  an d  fam in e . T he  
f lo o d s , d ro u g h ts  and  fam in es  cau sed  m an y  d ea th s  a n d  fo rced  th e  p e o p le  to  leav e  th e ir  
m o th e rla n d  an d  lo o k  fo r  a  b e tte r  p lace  to  live.

S iam , on  th e  o th e r  h an d , h a d  a lm o st no  e x p e rien ce  o f  to ta l c ro p  fa ilu re  an d  
fam in e  th ro u g h  c lim a tic  fac to rs  an d  b lig h t, b e c a u se  o f  th e  flat, fe rtile  la n d  a n d  th e  
re la tiv e ly  lo w  po p u la tio n . S iam  w as a n  a ttra c tiv e  p ro sp e c t fo r a  p e o p le  f le e in g  
o v e rp o p u la tio n  an d  fo o d  co llap se . In  lig h t o f  th e  g en e ra l s im ila rity  o f  c lim a te  an d  
cu ltu re , i t  w as  easy  fo r th e  C h in ese  to  ad ju s t in  a  B u d d h is t co u n try  w h e re  r ic e  a n d  fish  
w ere  th e  s ta p le  foods. T he  S iam ese  sta te , in  A y u tth a y a  an d  la te r  in  B a n g k o k , 
e n c o u ra g e d  trad e  an d  fo re ig n  con tac ts . I t is n o t h a rd  to  see  h o w  th e  o n c e  re fu g ee  
C h in e se  f lo u rish ed  in  S iam . B y  th e  n in e teen th  ce n tu ry  S iam  w as u n d e rg o in g  ra p id  
eco n o m ic  d ev e lo p m en t, it w as  a  s tab le  an d  m o d e m  lo o k in g  co u n try . A  fin a l, th o u g h  
sm all fa c to r, a ttrac tin g  im m ig ran ts  w as th e  lo w  c o s t o f  trav e l to  S ia m  b y  b o a t. In d e e d



d u rin g  ce rta in  y ears  th e re  w as a  sp ik e  in  m ig ra tio n  d u e  to  the  lo w e rin g  o f  th e  bo a t 
tick e t p ric e  (S k in n er, 1957).
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2.2.1 Pre- Ayutthaya Chinese migration

P o litic a l and  e c o n o m ic  ties b e tw een  th e  ea rly  T hai s ta tes  an d  C h in a  hav e  a 
lo n g  h is to ry , d a tin g  b a c k  a t le a s t to  th e  S u k h o th a i period . O ffic ia l re la tio n s , b e tw een  
th e  K in g d o m  o f  S u k h o th a i an d  C h in a , w e re  e s ta b lish e d  d u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  
R am k a m h a e n g  (1 2 7 9 -1 2 9 8 )(C h in v an n o , 1992). A cc o rd in g  to  W y a tt in  Siam  in M in d  
in  th e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry  th e  C h in ese  w ere  p ro f itin g  fro m  th e  su rg e  in  lo ca l an d  
in te rn a tio n a l trad e  b y  tra d in g  fo o d stu ffs  a n d  fine  ce ram ics  (W y a tt, 20 0 2 ). In  the  
th ir te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  C h in e se  trad e rs  w ere  a lread y  es tab lish ed  in  th e  p o rts  o f  th e  G u lf  
o f  S iam (S k in n er,1 9 5 7 ). C h in e se  a lso  in flu e n c e d  T h a ila n d ’s a rt w o rk s . K in g  
R a m k a m h a e n g  h ad  im p o rte d  C h in ese  a rtisan s  f ro m  C h in a  fo r im p ro v in g  th e  w o rk s  in  
S iam . H e  req u es ted  C h in e se  p o tte rs  fro m  th e  Y u a n  C o u rt an d  w as  su rp r ise d  w h e n  th e  
C h in e se  C o u rt a p p ro v ed  (P ro m b o o n , 1971).

In  1536 a  C h in e se  p re sen ted  sch o la r  H u a n g  Z h o n g  (^■ ^.), w ro te  a  b o o k  H ai 
Yu พ )  w h ich  in d ica te s  c lea rly  th a t C h in e se  h a d  b e e n  se ttled  in  S iam  fo r  severa l 
g en era tio n s: “  th e  C h in e se  in  T h a ilan d  o n ly  k e p t th e ir  la s t n am e  in  th e  f irs t g en e ra tio n  
b u t  a f te r  th a t th ey  g a v e  u p  th e ir  C h in ese  la s t n am e  a n d  u sed  th e  T h a i n a m e ” (H ib a , 
1995). In  th e  ea rly  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry , th e  p o s itio n  o f  C h in ese  tra d e rs  in  S iam  w as  
m u c h  m o re  s ig n ific an t e sp e c ia lly  d u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  E k a th o tsa ro t, 1605-1620 . 
A c c o rd in g  to  a  D u tc h  o b se rv e r  in  1616 a n d  a  C h in e se  so u rce  p u b lish e d  th e  fo llo w in g  
y e a r  th e  C h in ese  re s id e n ts  fa r o u tn u m b e re d  th e  n a tiv e  p o p u la tio n  (S k in n e r, 1957).

2.2.2. Ayutthaya Period Migration

T h e  sto ry  o f  C h in e se  m ig ra tio n  is o v e rw h e lm in g ly  o n e  o f  th e  C h in e se  a t sea. I t 
is c le a r  th a t th e  C h in ese  h a d  e x p e rtise  as  sa ilo rs  (M artin , 2 0 0 3 ); d u rin g  th e  A y u tth a y a  
p e r io d  m an y  o f  th e  S ia m e se  g o v e rn m e n t sh ip s  w e re  m an n e d  b y  C h in e se  sa ilo rs  an d  
o ffice rs . M ig ran ts  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  a rriv ed  b y  sea , as d id  trade .
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I f  th e  m a in  w av es  o f  C h in ese  m ig ra tio n  o ccu rred  d u rin g  th e  19th cen tu ry  th en  

it w as d u rin g  th e  A y u tth a y a  perio d  th a t fo u n d a tio n s  w ere  la id  fo r  th is  m ass 
m o v em en t. It m ay  h av e  b een  due to  the  e ffo rts  o f  the  M in g  d y n as ty , an d  th e ir  fam o u s  
n av ies , e s tab lish in g  c o n ta c t a long  th e  m a ritim e  trade  rou tes. In th e  ea rly  fo u rteen th  
cen tu ry  th e  C h in ese  trad e rs  w ere  fo u n d  a ro u n d  ce rta in  areas in  w es te rn  S iam  
esp ec ia lly  S u p h an b u ri, R a tch ab u ri, an d  P h e tc h a b u ri and  ce ram ic  tra d e  w as o n e  o f  
th e ir  m an y  in te res ts  w h ic h  b ro u g h t th em  to  th e  v a lley  o f  T ha  C h in  R iver. D u e  to  
in c rea sed  trad e  by  th e  sev en teen th  cen tu ry , th e  e th n ic  C h in ese  p o p u la tio n  o f  S iam  
rap id ly  in c rea sed  a n d  w as co n cen tra ted  in A y u tth a y a  and  in th e  p ro v in ces  a ro u n d  th e  
h ead  o f  th e  G u lf  o f  S iam ; in  areas o f  e co n o m ic  an d  po litica l o p p o rtu n ity . C h in ese  
p o p u la tio n  te n d e d  to  c lu s te r  a ro u n d  tra n sp o r ta tio n  rou tes, f irs t can a ls  and  tra ils , a n d  
m u c h  later, ra ilro ad s  (W y a tt, 2002). “ A s a  re s id e n t a lien  co m m u n ity , th e  C h in ese  m ay  
b e  s a id  to  hav e  h a d  p o litic a l in flu en ce  b y  a ss is tin g  vario us co u rt fac tio n s  to  e x p a n d  
th e ir  w ea lth  o r  to  m a k e  d ip lo m atic  c o n n ec tio n s  ab ro ad .” (W y a tt, 1984:67). T h e  b u lk  o f  
th e  A y u tth a y a  C h in e se  co m m u n ity  a lso  w as  m ad e  up  o f  m erc h a n ts  a n d  trad e rs , b u t 
a lso  o th e r o c c u p a tio n s , th e re  w ere  C h in ese  p ig  b reed ers  a ro u n d  th e  c ity , C h in ese  
a rtisan s , ac to rs , sc h o la r-o ff ic ia ls  an d  p h y s ic ian s  as w ell (S k in n er, 1957).

2.2.3. Migration during the Thonburi Period

T h e  C h in ese  a lso  h ad  a  s tro n g  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  ru lin g  e lite s  in  S iam . T h e re  
is sp e cu la tio n  th a t th e  A y u tth a y a  k in g  R a m a th ib o d i F s  fa th e r w as a  C h in ese  m e rc h a n t 
o f  P h e tch ab u ri. T h e  T h o n b u ri k in g  T ak s in  is k n o w n  to  h av e  h a d  a  C h in ese  fa th e r, a  
T eo ch iu s  an d  a  S iam ese  m other. T h is  K in g  m a s te re d  b o th  th e  T h a i an d  C h in ese  
lan g u ag e , an d  ru le d  S iam  fo r o v e r fo u rte e n  y ea rs  (176 7-17 82). T h e  T eo ch iu  C h in e se  
tra d in g  c o m m u n ity  m ad e  a  c o n s id e rab le  co n tr ib u tio n  to  T a k s in ’ ร success. T hey  
su p p o rte d  T ak s in  w ith  fo o d stu ffs  an d  g o o d s n e ed ed  fo r th e  w a r  w ith  B u rm a  (W y a tt, 
1984). D u rin g  h is  re ig n  h e  a ttra c ted  m an y  T eo ch iu s  to  h is  C a p ita l a n d  h is  p o lic ie s  
c le a r ly  fav o u red  th e  T eo c h iu s  an d  m ad e  it e a s ie r  fo r  th e  C h in e se  to  s tay  in  S iam . A n  
ey ew itn e ss  Y u rp in , co m m e n tin g  o n  th e  f irs t y ea rs  o f  T a k s in ’s re ig n  in  1770 , states: 
“T h e  C h in ese  co lo n y  is  th e  m o st n u m ero u s  an d  flo u rish in g , by  th e  e x ten t o f  its 
co m m e rc e  an d  b y  th e  p r iv ileg es  w h ic h  it e n jo y s .’’(S k in n er, 19 57 :21 )
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2.2.4 The Chakri Dynasty

A  im p o rtan t fa c to r  a ttrac tin g  m ig ra tio n  w as th e  fo u n d in g  in  1782 o f  th e  n e w  
cap ita l, B an g k o k . T h is  n ew  cap ita l w as to  be  a  co m m erc ia l hu b  in  w h ich  th e  C h in e se  
w ere  w e lco m ed  fo r th e ir  lab ou r an d  c o m m erc ia l sk ills  (S h en , 20 0 2 ). A c c o rd in g  to  
W alte r  F. V e lla  (1 9 5 7 ), 7 ,000  C h in ese  a rriv ed  an n u a lly  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  re ig n  o f  
R am a  II (1 8 0 9 -1 8 2 4 ) , an d  15,000 a n n u a lly  d u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  R a m a  III (1 8 2 4 -1 8 5 1 )  
W y a tt, 1984 :140).

In  th e  re ig n  o f  R a m a  I th e  c o u n try ’s g rea te s t rev en u es  c a m e  fro m  th e  C h in e se  
ju n k  trade. T he  p o p u la tio n  o f  C h in ese  w as still in c reas in g  a n d  th e se  sh ip s  w e re  e ith e r  
b u ilt in  B a n g k o k  o r p ro v in c ia l a reas o u ts id e  the  cap ita l. T h e y  w e re  lo a d e d  w ith  
m erch an d ise  to  b e  so ld  in  C h in a  ev e ry  y e a r  an d  cam e b a c k  to  S iam  w ith  h u g e  
am o u n ts  o f  C h in e se  labou rers. T he  p ro fits  o f  th is  ju n k  tra d e  w e re  trem en d o u s . W h e n  
K in g  R am a  I b u il t  a  n e w  p a lace  on  th e  eas t b a n k  o f  th e  C h ao  P h ra y a  R iv e r , th e  lan d  
h e  ch o se  w as o c c u p ie d  by  m any  C h in ese  m erch an ts . T h e se  C h in e se  m erc h a n ts  h a d  to  
re se ttle  o u ts id e  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  p a lace  an d  m o v e  to  S a m p h en g  R o a d  in  1782. 
C h a ro en k u n g  R o a d  th e  m a jo r road  in  C h in a to w n  w as b u il t in  1861.

In  early  1822 , d u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  R a m a  II th e  an n u a l f le e t fro m  C h in a  c o m p rise d  
ap p ro x im a te ly  140 bo ats . T he f lee t c a rried  p ro d u c ts  fro m  C h in a  to  B a n g k o k  w h ic h  
in c lu d ed  m ass iv e  a m o u n ts  o f  c ro ck ery , tea , b ra ssw are , co p p e rw a re , s ilk , su g a r  c an d y  
an d  d ried  v eg e tab le s  an d  th e  vesse ls  w o u ld  o f te n  ca rry  la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f  p e o p le  w h o  
cam e  lo o k in g  fo r  w o rk . T he  fle e t w o u ld  ca rry  rice , b lack  p e p p e r  su g a r, c o tto n , tin , 
ca rd am o n , h id es , fe a th e rs , iv o ry , v a r io u s  w o o d s  fo r fu rn itu re  m ak in g , sap an  w o o d , 
m an g ro v e  b a rk , sw a llo w s’ nes ts , a n d  se a  cu cu m b ers . T h e  g o o d s  e x p o rte d  to  C h in a  
w e re  m u ch  m o re  v a lu a b le  th an  th o se  b ro u g h t fro m  C h in a  to  B a n g k o k , an d  th e  
C h in ese  h ad  to  m ak e  u p  th e  d iffe ren ce  in  m o n ey  (T e rw ie l, 20 0 5 ). T h e  d ire c t tra ff ic  
fro m  C h in a  to  so u th  S iam  la s ted  w e ll in to  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry , c o n s is tin g  o f  Ju n k  
tra d e  fro m  H o k k ie n , H a in an ese , an d  C a n to n e se  ports.

T he C h in ese  w e re  in s tru m en ta l in  th e  u rb an isa tio n  o f  T h a ilan d . T h ey  b ro u g h t 
sk ills  an d  cap ita l in to  th e  c itie s , as w e ll as  in to  th e  reg io n a l cen tre s . In  B a n g k o k  th e  
lo c a tio n  o f  its C h in a - to w n  to  th e  re s t o f  th e  o ld  c ity , c lo se  to  th e  g ra n d  p a la c e  a n d  
g o v e rn m en t b u ild in g s , illu s tra te s  h o w  im p o rta n t th e  C h in e se  w e re  in  e s ta b lish in g  th e
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n ew  cap ita l. C h in ese  m erch an ts  b u ilt sh o p s  an d  w a reh o u ses  a lo n g  th e  C h a o p h ra y a  
R iv e r  to  th e  S outh . R a m a  III h ired  C h in ese  to  b u ild  a  n ew  fo rtre ss  an d  to  d ig  can a l 54 
k ilo m e tre s  lo n g  from  B a n g k o k  to  th e  B a n g p a k o n g  R iver. T h e re  w as a  la rg e  su p p ly  o f  
C h in ese  lab o u r as S iam  w as  still reg u la rly  re c e iv in g  C h in ese  im m ig ran ts  e a g e r  to  
w o rk , th e  an n u a l in tak e  o f  C h in ese  in  th e  la te  18 2 0s is e s tim a ted  a t m o re  th an  tw o  
th o u sa n d  (T erw ie l, 2005).

D u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  R a m a  V  th e re  w as  a  d ra m a tic  in c rea se  in  th e  C h in ese  
p o p u la tio n  in  T h a ilan d . T h e  b e s t e s tim a te s  in d ic a te  th a t th e  C h in e se  m in o rity  g rew  
fro m  a b o u t 2 3 0 ,0 0 0  in  1825 to  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  1850 an d  7 9 2 ,0 0 0  in  1910. T he  la rg e s t 
n u m b ers  w ere  lo ca ted  in  th e  p ro v in c e s  im m e d ia te ly  su rro u n d in g  B a n g k o k  a n d  a t th e  
h e a d  o f  th e  G u lf  o f  S iam . O n e  c a n  say  th a t th ey  ga thered , in  a rea s  th a t h ad  stro n g  
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r co m m erce  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t (W y a tt, 1984 :218).

2.2.5. The Chinese in Thailand after King Rama V

A cc o rd in g  to  a  le a d in g  sch o la r, th e  y e a r  o f  1910 w as  a  tu rn in g  p o in t in  th e  
h is to ry  o f  th e  C h in ese  in  S iam . I t saw  th e  d e a th  o f  K in g  C h u la lo n g k o rn , a  f rien d  to  
th e  C h in ese , a n d  th e  e n th ro n e m e n t o f  h is  son , V a jira v u t, a  ro m an tic  n a tio n a lis t an d  
p ro p o n e n t o f  an ti-S in ic ism  (S k in n e r, 19 57 :15 5). A f te r  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  V , 
C h in ese  s ta r te d  to  face  m a n y  d iffe re n t k in d s  o f  d iff ic u lty  in  life . T h e  p ro c e ss  o f  
n a tio n a l id en tity  c re a tio n  w as  e n a c te d  an d  e n fo rc e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  la te  1930s an d  
1 9 4 0 ’ร b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  P ib u l S o n g k ram . P ib u l’s ag g re ss iv e  p o lic y  fo rc e d  th e  
C h in ese  to  a ccep t T h a i c u ltu re  a n d  u n d e rg o  a  h ig h  lev e l o f  in te g ra tio n  in  th e  n ew  
so c ie ty . U ltim a te ly  th e se  p o lic ie s  sp eed ed  u p  th e  p ro cess  o f  a ss im ila tio n , b e c a u se  th ey  
le f t th e  C h in ese  w ith  no  cho ice . T h ey  e ith e r  h a v e  to  b eco m e  T h a i o r  leav e . A f te r  th e  
W o rd  W a r  II th e  a s s im ila tio n  o f  th e  C h in e se  c a n  b e  se e n  to  p ro g re ss  v e ry  fast. A f te r  
P ib u l S o n g k ra m ’ ร p o licy  th e  n u m b e r o f  C h in e se  sch o o ls  w as  re d u c e d  a n d  th ey  w ere  
b a r re d  fro m  ta k in g  c e r ta in  p ro fess io n s . In  o rd e r  to  h a v e  th e  life  th e y  h a d  b e fo re  th e  
C h in ese  s ta r te d  to  c h a n g e  th e ir  n a tio n a lity  a n d  a tte n d  T h a i sch o o ls , s in c e  th e re  w ere  
n o t m a n y  C h in ese  sch o o ls  le f t  in  T h a ilan d . A c c o rd in g  to  S k in n e r  th e re  w o u ld  b e  no  
fo u r th  g e n e ra tio n  o f  C h in e se -T h a i b e c a u se  th e y  w o u ld  by  th e n  b e  a ll w e ll a ss im ila te d  
in to  T h a i soc ie ty . N o w a d a y s  th ey  a re  so  w e ll a ss im ila te d  th a t i t  is  v e ry  d iff ic u lt to
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T h e  sm all C h in ese  fo lk  sh rin es are s ig n if ic a n t b eca u se  th ey  sh o w  th e  re la tiv e  

w ea lth  a n d  d o m in a n c e  o f  th e ir  re la te d  d ia lec t g ro u p  an d  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  w o rsh ip  
o f  v a r io u s  d e ities . T h e  la rg e  n u m b e r o f  H o k k ien  tem p le s  an d  sh rin es fro m  th e  p re  19th 
cen tu ry  p e rio d s  rev ea l th e  s tren g th  o f  th e  H o k k ien s , w h ich  la te r d im in ish ed . L ee  
(2 0 0 6 ) s ta te s  th a t th e re  w ere  m an y  C h in ese  sh rin es  an d  tem p les  b u ilt by  H o k k ie n  
fro m  th e  T h o n b u ri period . H e  a lso  sta tes th a t th e  H o k k ie n s  d id  n o t b u ild  an y  tem p le s  
a fte r 1850. S in ce  a fte r  1850 th e  T eo ch iu s  h ad  b e c o m e  th e  m o st p o w erfu l g ro u p .

O f  th e  H o k k ie n  sh rin es  it c an  b e  seen  th a t th ey  m ain ly  w o rsh ip  
T ia n h o u S h e n g m u  S l# ) ,  G u an y in  (Ife-f-) a n d  G u an d i (รสื '฿'). T ia n h o u S h e n g m u  

is th e  p a tro n  d e ity  o f  sa ilo rs , th e  G o d d ess  o f  Sea. G u a n y in  is th e  m o st p o p u la r  an d  
w ell k n o w n  g o d d ess  in  th e  B u d d h is t p an th eo n , th e  G o d d ess  o f  M ercy . S ta tu e s  o f  
G u a n y in  can  a lso  b e  fo u n d  in  so m e  T hai tem p les . G u a n y in  w as o r ig in a lly  a  B u d d h is t 
m a le  g o d , A v a lo k ite sv a ra , h e  w as  slo w ly  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a  fem ale  d e ity  so m e  
cen tu rie s  a f te r  h is  a r riv a l in  C h in a  (P u rce ll, 1965 :48 ). G u an d i is a n o th e r  p o p u la r  g o d  
am o n g  th e  o v e rsea s  C h in ese , th e  G o d  o f  W ar. G u an d i is o n e  o f  th e  m a in  c h a ra c te rs  in  
th e  fa m o u s  C h in e se  n o v e l The R om an ce o f  Three K in gdom s. H e  is th e  w a rr io r  w h o  is 
lo y a l to  h is  frien d s  an d  h is  K in g . In  C h in ese  cu ltu re  each  c ra ft o r  g u ild  h as  its  o w n  
pa tro n . G u an d i, in  h is  c a p a c ity  o f  G o d  o f  W ea lth , h as  b eco m e  a  p a tro n  fo r  tra d e sm e n  
(P u rce ll, 1965).

W h erea s  th e  H ak k as  m a in ly  w o rsh ip  th e  G o d  o f  W ea lth , th e  T e o c h iu s  m a in ly  
w o rsh ip  B e n to u G o n g  a  lo ca l god , a n d  h is w ife  B e n to u G o n g m a  ( ^ S& 'KW ).
T h ere  w e re  m an y  te m p le s  th a t w o rsh ip  B e n to u G o n g  an d  B e n to u G o n g m a  b u il t  b y  
T eo ch iu s  b e tw e e n  th e  re ig n s  o f  K in g  R a m a  I a n d  K in g  R a m a  V  th a t a re  fo u n d  m a in ly  
a ro u n d  th e  S a m p h en g  area . T h e  o ld e s t o f  th e  B e n to u G o n g  tem p le s  w a s  b u il t  in  1786.
S k in n e r  (1 9 5 7 :1 3 9 )  p o in ts  o u t th a t B en to u G o n g  ( ^ รีสื )  h a d  a  d is tin c tiv e ly  
p ro m in e n t ro le  in  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  in  T h a ilan d . 
B e n g to u G o n g  w as m a in ly  w o rsh ip p e d  by  T eo c h iu s  a n d  H ak kas. H e  a lso  s ta te s  th a t 
a fte r  1850  th e  n u m b e r  o f  B e n g to u G o n g  tem p le s  in c re a se d  in  th e  T e o c h iu  d o m in a te d  
a re a  o f  c e n tra l S iam .
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In  C h u im i H o ’ร (1 9 9 5 ) w ork , she  lis ted  38 C h in ese  tem p le s  a n d  sh rin es  th a t 

a re  lo c a te d  in  B an gk ok . T h e re  are  12 tem p les  an d  sh rin es  th a t w e re  b u il t  b e fo re  th e  
C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p les. B ecau se  th e re  are  no  d o cu m en ts  a v a ilab le , H o  e s tim a ted  
th e  d a te  o f  y e a r  th a t th e  tem p le s  h ad  been  b u ilt by  th e  ep ig rap h ic  m a te r ia l, th a t w ere  
av a ilab le  a t th e  tim e  o f  th e  su rvey . O u t o f  38 sh rin es  and  te m p le s , th e re  a re  s ix  
tem p le s  th a t hav e  th e  B u d d h a  as th e ir  m a in  de ity . In  fo u r tem p le s , th e  m a in  de ity  is 
G u an y in . T h e re  are  a lso  fo u r sh rin es w h o se  m a in  d e ity  is G u and i. T h re e  o f  th e  sh rin es  
are  fo r  B en to u k o n g . M o s t o f  th ese  gods can  a ll b e  fo u n d  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le . T h e  lis t 
sh o w s th a t C h in ese  re lig io n  o ffe rs  m any  d iffe re n t ch o ices  w h en  it co m es  to  w o rsh ip .
I t is p a r t o f  C h in ese  cu ltu re  to  w o rsh ip  m an y  d iffe re n t k in d s o f  de ity . H o  (1 9 9 5 ) s ta tes  
th a t w h ile  T e o c h iu s ’ tem p les  ap p ea r a lo n g  S am p h en g  a rea , H o k k ie n s ’ tem p le  m a in ly  
a lo n g  th e  C h ao  P h ra y a  river. T h e  H ak k as  liv ed  a lo n g  th e  r iv e r b a n k  as w e ll on  
S a m p h e n g  a rea  as th e  n e ig h b o u rs  o f  the  T eoch iu s.

T h e  V ie tn am ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p les  w e re  in s tru m en ta l in  th e  rec o g n itio n  o f  
C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  in  T h a ilan d . T h ese  V ie tn a m e se  tem p le s  w e re  e s ta b lish e d  b e fo re  
th e ir  C h in e se  co u n te rp a rts  u n d e r  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  T aksin . T h e  V ie tn a m e se  w ere  
g ran ted  la n d  by  th e  K in g  to  b u ild  th e ir  o w n  re s id en ces  an d  te m p le s , w h e re  th ey  h e ld  
re lig io u s  ce rem o n ies . V ie tn a m e se  M a h a y a n a  is an  o ffsh o o t o f  th e  C h in e se  trad itio n . 
O rig in a lly  V ie tn am ese  M a h a y a n a  w as  sp read  in to  V ie tn am  by  th e  C h in e se  in  th e  17th 
cen tu ry . W h e n  th e  M an ch u  in v ad ed  C h in a , m o n k s  f led  fro m  K u a n g to n g  a n d  K u an g x i 
an d  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  sp read  to  V ie tn a m  an d  b e c o m e  a  le a d in g  re lig ion . 
S in ce  th e  V ie tn a m e se  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  o r ig in a te d  fro m  C h in a , m o s t o f  th e  s ty le s  
o f  th e  tem p le s  an d  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ies  a re  b a s ic a lly  th e  sam e. T h e  p ra y e r  b o o k  is 
a lso  w rit te n  in  C h in ese  c h a rac te rs  b u t p ro n o u n c e d  in  V ie tn am ese . B e fo re  th e  C h in ese  
M a h a y a n a  tem p le  w as b u il t  th e re  w ere  m an y  C h in ese  th a t jo in e d  th e  te m p le  ev en ts  
an d  su p p o rte d  th e  tem p le  fin an c ia lly . T h e  V ie tn a m e se  tem p le s  w e re  p o p u la r  fo r  a  
p e r io d  o f  tim e  d u e  to  th e  s tro n g  su p p o rt b y  b o th  V ie tn am ese  a n d  C h in e se  lay  peo p le . 
T h e  V ie tn a m e se  tem p le s  a llo w e d  C h in ese  m o n k s  to  stay  o v e r  in  th e ir  tem p le s  (L u o , 
1999; K o s itta n a k ia t, 1995 .)
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2.3.2 Chinese Mahayana Temples and Monks

T he  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  M a h ay an a  B u d d h is t in stitu tio n s is ra th e r  loose . T h ere  is 
n o  e q u iv a le n t o f  th e  P o p e , th e  D ala i L a m a  o r th e  S u p rem e P a tr ia rc h  o f  T hailand . 
H o w e v e r  th e  g rea te s t d e g re e  o f  co h es io n  w ith in  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le  n e tw o rk  is 
fo u n d  in  th e  ex am p le  o f  M a h ay an a  in  T h a ilan d . S in ce  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R am a  IV , it 
has b e e n  th e  p rac tice  fo r  th e  T h a i m o n a rch  to  rece iv e  th e  h ead  o f  th e  m a jo r  C h in ese  
te m p le s  in  h is  k in g d o m  a n d  to  co n fe r o n  th em  re lig io u s  title s , e c c le s ia s tic a l ran k s  an d  
o th e r  h o n o u rs  an d  th ey  d e r iv e  a  ce rta in  d eg ree  o f  au tho rity . C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  ab b o ts  
h av e  e s tab lish ed  g o o d  re la tio n s  w ith in  T h a ilan d , g a in ed  th e  b le ss in g s  o f  th e  K in g  a n d  
th e  S u p rem e  P a tria rch  o f  T h a ilan d , w h ic h  e n ab le  th em  to  e x e rc ise  in flu en c e  o v e r m o s t 
te m p le s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  co m m u n itie s . T h is  h e lp ed  to  e lim in a te  th e  lax ity  
in  so m e  sm all tem p les  a n d  b re a k  th e  b a d  im ag e  o f  th e  m o n k s in  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
te m p le  in  T ha i op in io n . P eo p le  ten d  to  th in k  th a t C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  o b se rv e  
less  s tr ic t ru les  th an  th o se  o f  th e  m o n k s in  T h a i T h e ra v a d a  te m p le s , fo r  ex am p le  
C h in e se  m o n k s are  ab le  to  h av e  th ree  m ea ls  a  day. T h is  p e rc e iv e d  lax ity  is an  u n fa ir  
a ssu m p tio n  an d  is b a se d  in  p a r t on  d iffe ren ces  o f  c lim a tic  an d  so c ia l fac to rs. In  fac t 
th e  M a h a y a n a  v e rs io n  o f  th e  V in ay a  co n ta in s  ap p ro x im a te ly  2 5 0  reg u la tio n s , a c tu a lly  
a  fe w  m o re  th a n  th o se  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  T h e ra v a d in  v e rs io n  (B lo fe ld , 1971:50).

T he  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  m o n k s are  v e ry  s tr ic t v eg e ta rian , as a re  som e o f  th e  
lay  peo p le . I t  is b e c a u se  o f  th e  b e l ie f  th a t e a tin g  an  a n im a l’s f re sh  is n o t c o n s id e red  an  
a c t o f  B o d h isa ttv a . O n io n , g a rlic , sp rin g  o n io n , C h in ese  ch iv es  a re  av o id e d  in  a  m ea l 
o f  C h in e se  a  m o n k  b e c a u se  th e se  v eg e tab le s  a re  reg a rd ed  as sex u a l s tim u lan ts .
C h in e se  m o n k s  do  n o t go  o u t in  th e  m o rn in g  an d  rec e iv e  th e  fo o d  fro m  peop le . T h ey  
c o o k  th e ir  o w n  fo o d  in  th e  k itch en . In  C h in a  o n ly  b eg g ars  w a lk  in  th e  s tree t to  re c e iv e  
fo o d  a n d  it w as  n o t in  th e  C h in e se  cu ltu re  to  o ffe r  fo o d  to  m o n k s. D u e  to  th e  c lim a te  
d iffe re n c e  i f  th e  m o n k s in  C h in a  o n ly  to o k  tw o  v e g e ta r ia n  m ea ls  a  d ay  in  th e  co ld  
w e a th e r  th e y  c o u ld  su ffe r  h e a lth  p ro b lem s. C h in ese  m o n k s  a re  a llo w e d  to  tak e  th re e  
m e a ls  a  day . T h e  d in n e r  is c o n s id e re d  a  m e a l o f  m ed ic in e , b e c a u se  th e  fo o d  is ta k e n  to  
h e a l th e  b o d y  in  o rd e r  to  d o  m an y  jo b s  in  th e  te m p le  th a t re q u ire  p h y s ic a l s tren g th  
(P e rso n a l in te rv iew  w ith  V en e ra b le  H u i X i, 2009).
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2 .3 .3 . D isc u ss io n

T h ere  has b e e n  a  co n n ec tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  d iffe ren t w a v e s  o f  C h in ese  
im m ig ra tio n  an d  th e  C h in ese  sh rin es an d  tem p les. C h in ese  o f te n  b u il t  th e  sh rin e  an d  
tem p le  c lo se  to  th e ir  re s id en t a rea  an d  o ften  liv e  a ro u n d  th e  tem p les . L an d o n  (1 9 4 1 )  
p o in ts  o u t th a t C h in e se  re lig io n  is a  m ix tu re  o f  m any  re lig io n s  as  a  re su lt o f  th e re  
b e in g  m any  d iffe re n t k in d s o f  d e ities  in  C h in ese  cu ltu re . E a c h  o f  th e  sp eech  g ro u p s  
o ften  w o rsh ip s  d iffe re n t k in d s o f  de ities . T he  te m p le s ’ a rch ite c tu re  an d  size  a lso  
in d ica te s  th e  w ea lth  o f  th e  com m un ity . W h en  th e  H o k k ien s  w e re  in  p o w e r th e ir  
tem p le s  w ere  lo c a te d  in  la rge  co m p o u n d s w ith  lu xu rio us a rc h ite c tu re s  an d  
fu rn ish in g s . A fte r  1850 th e  p ro sp e ro u s  T eo ch iu s  ro se  to  b e c o m e  th e  m o s t w e a lth y  
am o n g  th e  g ro u p s, te m p le s  d ed ica ted  to  T e o c h iu s ’ p o p u la r  d e ity  B e n to u G o n g  s ta r te d  
to  a p p ea r  an d  th e ir  n u m b er in c reased  in  th e  areas T eo ch iu s  m o v e d  in to . S in ce  th e  
C h in ese  cu ltu re  is c lo se ly  b o u n d  up  w ith  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ie s , th e  ex is tin g  o ld  
tem p le s  rev ea l th e  h is to ry  o f  each  sp eech  g ro u p , th e  a reas  th ey  d o m in a te d  a n d  th e ir  
e c o n o m ic  p o w e r in  e a c h  p e rio d  o f  tim e. T h e  im p o rtan ce  o f  r itu a ls  in  C h in e se  life  e v e n  
le d  th e  C h in ese  to  p ray  in  V ie tn am ese  tem p le s , b e fo re  th e  C h in e se  M ah ay  a n a  te m p le  
w as  e s tab lish ed  in  T h a ilan d . T he  C h in ese  w o rsh ip p ed  in  th e  V ie tn a m e se  M a h a y a n a  
tem p le s  w h ic h  w e re  a lread y  e s tab lish ed  an d  w ere  as c lo se  as  p o ss ib le  to  th e ir  o w n  
trad itio n . D u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  V , C h in ese  im m ig ra tio n  in c re a se d  sh a rp ly . 
T h e  f irs t C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le  w as f in a lly  e s tab lish ed  in  1871. A s  P ay u tto  
(1 9 8 4 )  p o in ts  o u t, th e  fu n d am en ta l p rin c ip le s  o f  M a h ay an a  B u d d h ism  an d  T h e ra v a d a  
B u d d h ism  a re  th e  sam e  b u t on ly  d iffe re n t in  th e  em p h asis  a n d  in te rp re ta tio n . T h e  
C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  w ere  ab le  to  b e  a c cep ted  b y  th e  T h a i g o v e rn m e n t a n d  
b e c o m e  ro o ted  in  th e  T h a i K ing dom .
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