
CHAPTER IV
M ONKS, LAITY AND THE ROLES OF THE TEM PLE

T h is  ch a p te r  w ill an a ly se  th e  in te rv iew s c o n d u c te d  w ith  th e  m o n k s  an d  d a ta  
from  th e  lay  p rac titio n ers  q u es tio n n a ire  su rvey s in  th e  M a n g k o m  te m p le  a n d  P h o m an  
tem p le . T h e  f irs t p a rt d iscu sses  a b o u t the m o n k s in  b o th  tem p les. It w ill lo o k  in to  th e  
b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e  m o n k s an d  th e ir  o rd in a tio n  as  m o n k s. R e se a rc h  is fo c u sse d  on  
in te rv iew s  w ith  m o n k s an d  lay p erso n s  a t th e  tem p le s  d u e  to  lim ited  d o c u m e n ta tio n  on  
th is  a re a  o f  study . A s C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  in  T h a ila n d  o r ig in a te s  f ro m  
C h ina , th e  re se a rc h  w ill a lso  in c lu d e  in te rv iew s w ith  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  m o n k s  from  
ou ts id e  o f  T h a ilan d , in  o rd e r to  co m p are , assess  ch a n g e s  an d  d iffe re n t p o in ts  o f  v ie w  
ab o u t th e  c u rre n t s itu a tio n  in  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  in  B an g k o k . T h e  seco n d  
p a rt w ill an a ly se  th e  da ta  o f  th e  lay  p rac titio n e r q u es tio n n a ire s . T h e  f in a l p a r t  w ill 
d iscu ss  th e  ro le s  o f  b o th  tem p les.

4.1. The Chinese Mahayana monks

4.1.1. Differences in Chinese and Thai traditions
T h e re  a re  s ig n ifican t d iffe ren ces  b e tw e e n  C h in e se  an d  T h a i c o n c e p ts  o f  

o rd in a tio n . In  th e  T h a i trad itio n , o rd in a tio n  o f te n  o c c u rs  fo r  sh o rt p e r io d s , w ith  th e  
in ten tio n  o f  a cc ru in g  m erit fo r  o n e ’ร fam ily . I t  is c o m m o n  fo r  T h a is  to  b e c o m e  a  
m o n k  b e fo re  th ey  g e t m arried , o r  w h e n  fam ily  m e m b e rs  p ass  aw ay. In  th e  C h in e se  
trad itio n , u n i ik e  T h a ilan d , b e c o m in g  a  m o n k  is  n o t  a  p a r t  o f  d a ily  c u ltu re , a n d  c a n  
ev en  ca rry  a  c e r ta in  stigm a. O rd in a tio n  fo r C h in e se  is  n o t co n s id e re d  a  sh o rt- te rm  
p ro cess , b u t  ra th e r  a  life tim e  v o ca tio n . T he  m o n a s tic  cu ltu re  in  C h in a  h as  u n d e rg o n e  
d ram atic  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in  its  lo n g  h isto ry . W h e n  B u d d h ism  f irs t sp re a d  in to  C h in a  in  
th e  H a n  p e r io d  (B C 2 0 2 -2 2 0 ), C h in e se  w ere  p ro h ib ite d  fro m  b e c o m in g  m o n k s  
(Y o sh ik a w a , 1998 :248). H o w e v e r, d u rin g  th e  la te r  T a n g  p e r io d  th e  Im p e ria l fam ily  
h ad  a  v e ry  s tro n g  p ass io n  fo r  B u d d h ism  an d  a  g re a t r e sp e c t fo r  m o n k s. A t  th is  tim e  an  
ex am in a tio n  p ro cess  w as in tro d u c e d  fo r en tran ce  in to  th e  m o n k h o o d , m o n k s  w e re  
v ie w e d  as sch o la rs  an d  ad v iso rs , w ith  a  h ig h  so c ia l s tan d in g . T h e se  c h a n g e s  in  the  
fo rtu n es  o f  B u d d h ism  hav e  c o n tin u e d  up  u n til th e  p re se n t era. E v e n  in  th e  a f te rm a th  
o f  th e  C u ltu ra l R ev o lu tio n  th e  C h in e se  s ta te  to o k  m e a su re s  to  a s s is t B u d d h ism . T he
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c o m m u n is t id eo lo g y  d ic ta te d  th a t ev e ry o n e  m u st w o rk , an d  w o rk e rs  sh o u ld  have  
tra in in g . T h e  g o v e rn m e n t lo o k ed  u p o n  th e  m o n k s as w o rk ers , an d  a llo w e d  o rd in a tio n  
ex am s to  b e  in tro d u ced , as e v id en ce  o f  tra in in g  sk ills  acqu ired . A t th is  tim e  th e  
C h in e se  g o v e rn m e n t o ffe re d  su p p o rt to  th e  B u d d h is t m o n as tic  co m m u n ity  in  th e  fo rm  
o f  f in a n c ia l assis tan ce . C h in e se  m o n k s in  C h in a  re lied  u p o n  th is  su p p o rt s in ce  th ey  
c a n n o t e x is t o n  d o n a tio n s  o f  food . I t is n o t in  C h in e se  cu ltu re  to  o ffe r  fo o d  to  m onks. 
C h in e se  B u d d h is t tem p le s  a re  a lso  freq u en tly  fo u n d  in  u n d e r-p o p u la te d  a reas , a lso  
in c re a s in g  th e  n e e d  fo r g o v e rn m en ta l su p p o rt (A sh iw a , 20 01 :10 7).

S till to d a y  in  C h in e se  c u ltu re  b eco m in g  a  m o n k  is n o t as n o rm a l as  T hailand . 
“ W h e n  C h in e se  are  o rd a in e d  th ey  rem a in  o rd a in e d  p e rm an en tly , n o t ju s t  fo r  a  sh o rt 
p e r io d  o f  t im e  (P u n y o d y an a , 1 9 7 1 :3 9 )” . O n e  h as  to  m ak e  a  b ig  c o m m itm e n t b e fo re  
b e c o m in g  a  m onk. I t is n o t in  C h in ese  c u ltu re  to  go  o f f  to  b eco m e  a  m o n k  fo r few  
w eek s a n d  re tu rn  to  n o rm a l life  a n d  w o rk  again . T h e  d ec is io n  to  b e c o m e  a  m o n k  o ften  
c rea te s  p ro b le m s  fro m  fam ily  an d  frien ds. “ W h en  I to ld  m y m o th e r  I w a n t to  b eco m e  
a  m o n k  sh e  sen t m e  to  T o k y o  to  g e t an  m as te r  d eg ree , she  th o u g h t th a t w o u ld  ch an g e  
m y  m in d  (V en e rab le  H u i S h e n g  a  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  m o n k  fro m  T a iw a n , w ho  has 
b e e n  o rd a in e d  fo r  10 y ea rs , p e rso n a l in te rv iew , 20 08 ). T h e  C o n fu c ia n  p h ilo so p h e r, 
M e n c iu s , m ak es  a  v e ry  c lea r  s ta te m e n t th a t “ T h e re  are  th ree  w ay s  to  b e  u n filia l, th e  
w o rs t is  n o t to  p ro d u ce  o ff-sp r in g ” (M en c iu s , L ou  L i Shang). T h e  in ab ility  to  p ro d u ce  
ch ild re n , fo r  th e  fam ily , h as  b e e n  a  m a jo r fa c to r  p rev en tin g  C h in ese  m a le s  from  
b e c o m in g  a  m onk.

T h e  m a in  reaso n s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  ea rly  C h in ese  h is to ry  b o o k s  fo r  th e  C h in ese  
to  o rd a in  are: 1. F o r  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  paren ts . 2. W ea ry  o f  fam ily  life . 3. W e a ry  o f  fam e  
a n d  fo rtu n e . 4 .P a ss io n  fo r  B u d d h ism  (Y o sh ik a w a , 1998 :248).

V e n e rab le  H u i X i said :

‘R ig h t n o w  th e  re a so n s  fo r  p eo p le  to  o rd a in  in  T a iw an  m o s tly  a re  b eca u se  o f  
w e a rin e ss  o f  fam ily  life , b e in g  w ea ry  o f  fam e  a n d  fo rtu n e  a n d  a lso  a  d e s ire  to  k n o w  
m o re  a b o u t B u d d h ism . T h e  re a so n s  a re  o f te n  a  m ix tu re  o f  th e  ab o v e . In  C h in ese  
c u ltu re  a  m a n  c a n  o rd a in  th re e  tim e s , fem ales  c a n  o rd a in  on ly  o n e  tim e . O n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d  in  T h a ila n d  m a le s  c a n  o rd a in  7  tim es. T h is  is v e ry  d iffe re n t p sy ch o lo g ica lly . F o r  
C h in e se  c u ltu re  to  b e c o m e  a  m o n k  is  a  life tim e  d ec is io n . F o r  T h a is  th e y  c a n  try  i t  o u t
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a n d  th e n  la te r  e v e ry th in g  can  re tu rn  to  no rm al. F o r C h in ese , o f te n  e v en  very  d ev o u t 
lay  p eo p le  are  n o t w illin g  to  le t th e ir  ch ild  o rd a in  in to  th e  m o n k h o o d .’

Table 4.1
Per Cent Who have Not been in the Buddhist Priesthood, Who Would 

and Would Not Like to Enter if They had an Opportunity to Do So*
G ro u p  I G ro u p  II G ro u p  III

L ess  E d u ca ted M o re  E d u ca ted L ess  E d u c a te d
N o n -G o v e rn m e n t N o n -G o v e m m e n t N o n -G o v e m m e n t

E m p lo y ee
(N -1 4 8 )*

E m p lo y ee  
(N —155)*

E m p lo y ee
(N -2 3 4 )*

Y es, w o u ld  like  to  
e n te r

36 .9% 4 2 .3% 4 0 .7 %

N o , W o u ld  n o t like 38 .6 38.3 14.5
to  e n te r

100% 100% 100%

*T o ta l m a le  B u d d h is t/C o n fu c ia n is t re sp o n d e n ts .(P u n y o d y a n a , 19 71 :38 )

A c c o rd in g  to  P u n y o d y a n a ’s (19 7 1 ) w o rk , as in d ica ted  in  ta b le  4 .1 , rev ea led  
th a t  b y  1971 b eco m in g  a  m o n k  w as m u c h  m o re  accep tab le  fo r th e  C h in e se  in  
T h a ila n d  as 36 .9 %  to  4 2 .3 %  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  w e re  w illin g  to  e n te r  th e  m o n k h o o d . 
T h e re  is  a  c lea r  illu s tra tio n  o f  th e  d iffe ren t v iew s  b e tw een  C h in e se  a n d  C h in ese -T h a i 
in  th is  tab le . I t p ro v es  th a t th e  id ea  o f  e n te rin g  a  m o n k h o o d  has b e c o m e  m ore  
c o m m o n  fo r C h in ese  b e c a u se  fo r th em  b e c o m in g  a  m o n k  can  b e  ju s t  a  sh o rt p e r io d  o f  
tim e . T h e  ch an g e  su g g es ts  an  ad ap ta tio n  to  T h a i cu ltu re  o f  th e  C h in e se  id ea  o f  
o rd in a tio n

In  o rd e r to  e x a m in e  th e  reaso n s  b e h in d  th e  m o n k s an d  n o v ic e s , in  M a n g k o m  
te m p le  an d  P h o m a n  te m p le , jo in in g  th e  m o n k h o o d , in te rv iew s w e re  c o n d u c te d  w ith  
f iv e  n o v ic e s  an d  tw o  m o n k s  fro m  M a n g k o rn  te m p le , an d  o n e  n o v ic e  a n d  tw o  m o n k s 
fro m  P h o m a n  tem p le . T h e  m a in  qu estio n s  p o se d  d u rin g  th e se  in te rv ie w s  w e re  o n  th e  
fo llo w in g  po in ts:
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1) B a c k g ro u n d  o f  the  m on k  an d  n o v ices

2) T h e  life  in  th e  tem p les

3) R easo n s  to  o rd a in

4 ) F u tu re  p lan s

T h e  in te rv iew ees  w e re  12, 13, 14, 19, 2 0 , 22 , 24 , 26  an d  28  y e a rs  old.

4.1.2 Background of the Interviewees
a. Ethnic Origin

A ll th e  in te rv iew ees  m on ks a n d  n o v ice s  fro m  P h o m a n  te m p le  a re  e th n ic  
C h in ese  b o rn  in  T h a ilan d . T hey  are  f ro m  th e  S ip -so n g  p a n n a  re g io n  in  Y u n n an  
P ro v in ce  C h in a , ju s t  n o rth  o f  T h a ilan d . T h e  f iv e  n o v ices  fro m  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  are 
n o t e th n ic  C h inese . T h e y  do  n o t h av e  C h in e se  b ack g ro u n d s. T h e y  are  fro m  m an y  
d iffe ren t p a rts  o f  T h a ilan d .

b. Life in Temple
A lm o s t a ll th e  n o v ices  o rd a in ed  a t th e  age  o f  12. F o u r  o f  th e  m o n k s  h a v e  b e e n  

o rd a in ed  as n o v ice s  s in ce  th e  ag es o f  12, 13 as  w e ll an d  h av e  b e e n  in  th e  m o n k h o o d  
fo r m o re  th a n  6 y ea rs . T h e  n o v ices in  th e  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  a tte n d  th e  sch o o l in s id e  
th e  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  an d  h e lp  w h e n  th e re  a re  ce rem o n ies . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  
M an g k o rn  te m p le ’ร te a c h e r  th e  n o v ices  h a v e  E n g lish , C h in ese  a n d  c o m p u te r  c la sses . 
T h ey  h av e  m ea ls  tw ic e  a  day  lik e  th e  T h a i m o n k s, b u t th e se  m ea ls  a re  veg e ta rian . 
T h ey  are  n o t a llo w e d  to  ca rry  m o b ile  ph on es. O n e  o f  th e  n o v ic e s  sa id  th a t he  g o es  
b a c k  to  h is  h o m e  o n c e  a  y e a r  an d  h is  fam ily  v is i t  h im  tw ice  a  y e a r  as  w ell. T h e  
n o v ices  an d  m o n k s  a t  P h o m a n  te m p le  a tten d  u n iv e rs ity  o u ts id e  o f  th e  tem p le , a f te r  
th e y  f in ish  th e ir  m e a l a t 11 :30. In  th e  a f te rn o o n  a b o u t tw o  to  th re e  tim e s  a  w e e k  th e  
tem p le  h o ld s p r iv a te  re lig io u s  c e rem o n ie s  fo r th e  lay -p eo p le .
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c. Monks and novices in Mangkorn Temple

Table 4.2
The daily life of the monk and novice in Mangkorn temple

3 :3 0  W a k e  up

4 :00  M o rn in g  C h an tin g

7 :00  B re a k fa s t

11:00 L u n c h

11:30 D a ily  speech

13:00 C la ss

15:50 G e ttin g  read y  fo r ev en in g  chan ting

16:00 E v e n in g  ch an tin g

17:00 H o m e w o rk  a n d  s tu d y  tim e

18:00 C lass

2 0 :3 0  C la ss  ends

M a n g k o rn  tem p le  has th e  h ig h e s t n u m b er o f  n o v ices  a n d  m o n k s in  T h a ilan d . 
D u rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  V  th e  m o n k s in  th e  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  w e re  a ll f ro m  
C h ina . In  1957 S k in n e r  a lso  p o in te d  o u t th a t th e re  w ere  o n ly  m o n k s  fro m  C h in a  in  th e  
C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p les. T h e re  a re  no  m o n k s  fro m  C h in a  m o n k s  in  M a n g k o rn  
tem p le  n o w ad ay s . T h e  a b b o t o f  th e  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  is se c o n d  g en e ra tio n  C h in ese . 
T h e  n o v ice s  f ro m  th e  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  a re  fro m  e v e ry w h e re  in  T ha iland . N o t a ll o f  
th e m  h a v e  C h in e se  b loo d . T he  o ld e s t m o n k  is th e  ab b o t, h e  is  o v e r  60  y e a rs  o ld , a f te r  
h im  th e  n e x t e ld e s t m o n k  is 42  y ea rs  o ld  a f te r  th a t a ll th e  m o n k s  a re  u n d e r  30  y e a rs  
old.
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d. Monks and novices in Phoman Temple

Table 4.3
The daily life of the monk and novice in Phoman Temple

3 :30  W ak e  up

4 :00  M o rn in g  C h a n tin g

5 :00  C lean  th e  tem p le

7 :00  B reak fa s t

7 :30  T em p le  w o rk

11:00 L u n ch

14:00 A tte n d  to  u n iv e rs ity

16:00 E v en in g  c h an tin g

17:00 H o m e w o rk  an d  s tu d y  tim e

T h e re  a re  few er m o n k s  a n d  n o v ices  in  P h o m a n  tem p le . In  to ta l th e re  a re  o n ly  
7 n o v ices  an d  17 m onks. M o s t o f  th e m  hav e  C h in e se  b lo o d . T h ey  b e c a m e  m o n k s  
b e c a u se  o f  fam ily  w ish es  an d  a lso  b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  o w n  desire s . M o s t o f  th e m  c a m e  
fro m  S ip so n g  p an n a , so u th e rn  C h in a . N o t a ll o f  th e m  a re  a b le  to  sp e a k  C h in e se  b u t 
le a rn in g  C h in e se  is th e  m a jo r  w o rk  in  th e ir  d a ily  life . T h e  n o v ic e s  a tte n d  u n iv e rs ity



o u t s id e  o f  th e  tem p le  in  th e  a fte rn o o n . A n d  c o m e  b a c k  to  th e  tem p le  in  th e  even in g . 
S om e o f  th e  n o v ices  are  f ro m  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  te m p le  in  C h ia n g  R a i b u t 
b ec a u se  th ey  w an t to  a tte n d  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  B a n g k o k  an d  th ey  d e c id e d  to  m o v e  to  
P h o m a n  tem p le .
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e. Reason to ordain
T h e  fiv e  n o v ices  in te rv ie w e e s  o f  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  are  a ll v e ry  y o u n g . T h e  

y o u n g e s t n o v ice  said:

T  w a n te d  to  le a rn  C h in e se  th a t is w h y  I o rd a in e d  as a  m o n k  in  M a n g k o rn  
tem p le . A lso  b eca u se  th is  te m p le  o ffe rs  free  e d u c a tio n  till th e  u n iv e rs ity  lev e l, o n e  o f  
m y  frien d s  a lso  o rd a in ed  as a  n o v ice  h e re  b e fo re  b u t  h e  c h a n g e d  h is  m in d  a n d  
re tu rn e d  to  th e  c o u n try s id e  la s t y e a r .’

T h e  13 y ea rs  o ld  n o v ice  sa id :

‘M y  teach e r  re c o m m e n d e d  m e  to  b e c o m e  a  n o v ic e  in  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  
b e c a u se  th e  te a c h e r  sa w  th e  a d v e rtise m e n t f ro m  M a n g k o rn  tem p le . M y  te a c h e r  sa id  
th a t it w o u ld  b e  g o o d  fo r  m e  i f  I o rd a in e d  as  a  n o v ic e  h e re  b e c a u se  I w o u ld  ab le  to  
lea rn  C h in e se .’

A n o th e r  13 y e a r  o ld  n o v ic e  said :

‘M y  frien d  o rd a in ed  h e re  as  a  n o v ice  a n d  h e  to ld  m e  it  is v e ry  g o o d  so  th a t is 
w h y  I c a m e  here . I c a n  b e  w ith  m y  friend . M y  p a re n ts  do  n o t h a v e  an y  p ro b le m  w ith  
m e  o rd a in in g  as a  n o v ic e  here . I e n jo y  it h e re  v e ry  m u c h .’

T h e  20  y e a rs  o ld  n o v ice  h a s  b e  in  th e  m o n k h o o d  fo r  6  y e a rs  f ro m  th e  P h o m a n  tem p le , 
h e  said:

T  d id  n o t h av e  a n y  re a so n  fo r  o rd a in in g , I  j u s t  fe lt like  it. In  th e  b e g in n in g  I 
w as in  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  te m p le  in  C h ia n g  R a i b u t I f in ish e d  h ig h  sc h o o l th a t is 
w h y  I  c a m e  to  th is  te m p le  so  th a t  I c a n  en te r  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  B an g k o k . I ch o se  
C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  o v e r  T h a i te m p le  b eca u se  I p re fe r  v e g e ta r ia n  food . M y  y o u n g e r
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O n e  o f  th e  m o n k s , 22  y ears  o ld , sa id  th a t he becam e a  m o n k  b ec a u se  o f  his 
m o th er. H is  m o th e r is seco n d  g en era tio n  C h in ese  from  S ipsong  P an n a . S he  w an ted  
h im  to  o rd a in  in  th e  P h o m a n  tem p le  in  o rd e r to  m ake  m erit. H e  a lso  th o u g h t it w as a 
g o o d  idea. H e  is a  se c o n d  y ea r  u n iv ers ity  stu den t. A n o th er m o n k  said :

‘I t is a  v e ry  p r iv a te  qu estio n  an d  each  p e rso n  has th e ir  o w n  re a so n .’ H e  w as 
n o t w illin g  to  an sw er th e  question .

brother is also a novice in the Chinese Mahayana temple I used to stay in. My parents
are from Yunnan, China.’

f. Future Plan
O n ly  one  n o v ice  in  P h o m an  tem p le  is su re  th a t he w ill o rd a in  as a  m o n k  v e ry  

soon . A ll th e  n o v ices  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le  are  n o t sure  i f  they  w ill o rd a in  as a  m o n k  in  
th e  fu tu re . M an y  o f  th e ir  frien ds b eco m e  a  n o v ice  fo r  2, 3 y ea rs  a n d  re tu rn  to  th e  
c o u n try  side. T h ere  a re  n o t m any  n o v ices  fro m  B angkok . M o s t o f  th e  n o v ice s  in  
M a n g k o m  tem p le  a re  n o t fro m  B an gk ok .

4.1.3. Discussion
T h ese  in te rv iew s  sho w s th a t m o st o f  th e  m o n k s and  n o v ices  are  T h a is  a n d  th ey  

a lso  in d ic a te  th a t th e  rea so n s  m an y  b eca m e  n o v ice s  are  m u ch  c lo se r  to  th e  T h a i’s id ea  
o f  re lig io u s  tra in ing . T h ey  do  n o t rea lly  th in k  th a t b eco m in g  a  m o n k  is a  life  t im e  jo b  
b e c a u se  th e  so c ie ty  w ill a c c e p t th e m  w h en  th ey  go  back . T h e  M a n g k o m  te m p le  has 
m a n y  n o v ice s  b u t m o s t o f  th em  v ie w  b e c o m in g  a  n o v ice  as a  w a y  o f  g a in in g  h ig h e r  
e d u c a tio n  an d  le a rn in g  th e  sk ill o f  sp eak in g  C h in ese . I t  is v e ry  im p o rta n t fo r  th e  
n o v ic e  to  le a rn  C h in ese  in  o rd e r to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m ean ings o f  th e  su tras. 
U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  su tra s  g iv es  th em  a  fee lin g  o f  th e  essence  o f  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
B u d d h ism . B u t a g a in  to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  su tra  req u ires  a  deep  sk ill o f  C h in e se , b e c a u se  
m o s t o f  th e  su tras a re  n o t w ritten  in  m o d e m  lan g u ag e . E v en  n a tiv e  C h in e se  lay  p eo p le  
o f te n  n e e d  m o n k s to  ex p la in  th e  m ean in g s  o f  th e  su tra  fo r th em . F o r  th e  n o v ice s  it is 
v e ry  d iff ic u lt fo r  th e m  to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  su tra , g iv e n  th e ir  ab ility  in  C h in e se  lan g u ag e .



T h e ir  C h in ese  level is o f te n  on ly  go od  en o u g h  fo r th e  re lig io u s  c e rem o n y , b u t 
in a d eq u a te  for e x p la in in g  B u d d h ism  and  th e  S utras.
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4.2 The Lay Practitioners

T he  data  has b e e n  p resen ted  in  tab les  th a t a llo w  c ro ss  re fe re n c in g  o f  
in fo rm a tio n  from  b o th  tem p les . T he co n ten t o f  th e  ch ap te r  in c lu d es  th e  fo llo w in g  
po in ts:

1) T he  b ack g ro u n d  o f  th e  q u estio n n a ire  re sp o n d en ts
2 ) T h e ir  o p in io n s  a b o u t b eco m in g  a  m o n k
3) T he freq u en cy  o f  resp o n d en ts  a tten d in g  th e  tem p le
4 ) H o w  do  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  k n o w  th e  tem p le
5) T he reasons to  a tte n d  th e  tem p le
6 ) T he  re sp o n d e n ts ’ o p in io n  o f  d iffe ren ces  b e tw een  T h a i a n d  C h in ese  tem p les .

D u rin g  th e  re se a rc h  p e rio d  I v is ited  b o th  tem p le s  an d  p a r tic ip a te d  a t b o th  in  m an y  
o f  th e ir  re lig iou s ce re m o n ie s  and  tem p le  even ts. F ie ld -w o rk  sh o w e d  th a t th e re  are  
d iffe re n t ca teg o ries  o f  lay p erso n s  a tten d in g  th e  tem p les. M a n g k o m  te m p le  s itu a ted  a t 
th e  h e a r t o f  C h in a to w n  a ttra c ts  a  w id e  v a rie ty  o f  d iffe ren t p e o p le  w h ile  se rv in g  
d iffe re n t functions. B e in g  h is to rica lly  an d  a rch itec tu ra lly  in te re s tin g  M a n g k o m  
te m p le  is so m eth in g  o f  a  to u r is t s ite  fo r fo re ig n e rs , T ha is  an d  C h in e se  v is itin g  
C h in a to w n . A s a  re su lt  th e  lay p erso n s  fo u n d  a t M a n g k o m  are  m o re  v a r ie d  th an  a t 
P h o m a n  tem ple . T h e  ag e  a n d  g en d er g ro u p s  a tten d in g  M a n g k o m  te m p le  are  d iverse . 
B o th  sex es  are  w e ll rep re sen ted , an d  p eo p le  o f  a ll ages can  b e  fo u n d  in  la rg e  nu m bers. 
A tte n d e e s  o ften  a rriv e  in  la rg e  g rou ps o f  fam ily  o r  frien ds, b r in g in g  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  
a n  ex cu rs io n  to  th e  tem p le .
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4.2.1. Background of the Questionnaire Respondents

a. Age, Gender, and Education

Table 4.4 
Age Groups

Age range Mangkorn Temple 
(N=67)

Phoman Temple 
(N=64)

Under 20 9.0% - 4.7%
21-30 32.8% 23.4%
31-40 22.4% 21.9%
41-50 3.0% 12.5%
51-60 14.9% 18.8%
61-70 9.0% 14.1%
71-80 9.0% 1.6%

Over 80 0% 3.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T h e  re sp o n d en ts  in c lu d e d  b o th  m en  a n d  w o m e n  an d  d iv id e d  in to  e ig h t ag e  g rou ps: 
u n d e r  20 , 21 -3 0 , 3 1 - 40 , 4 1 - 50 , 51 -6 0 , 6 1 - 70 , 71- 80 , o v e r  80.

I t sh o u ld  b e  n o ted  th a t d a ta  co lle c te d  o n  ag e  g ro u p s is p ro b le m a tic  s in ce  m a n y  o ld e r  
a tten d ees  re fu sed  to  p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  stu dy . T h ese  o ld e r  m em b ers  m ak e  u p  a  la rg e  
p ro p o rtio n  o f  te m p le  p a rtic ip an ts , h o w e v e r  th e se  o ld e r g e n e ra tio n  m em b ers  te n d e d  to  
h av e  p ro b lem s w ith  h ea rin g , b ad  s ig h t a n d  o f te n  w e re  u n ab le  to  read , th is  a lso  lim ite d  
th e ir  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  study . In  th e  c a se  o f  o ld e r  a tte n d e e s  I re so rte d  to  in te rv iew s  
an d  o b se rv a tio n  to  g a in  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th em .

T ab le  4 .4  sh o w s th e  la rg e s t g ro u p  a tten d ees  are  a g e d  b e tw e e n  2 0 -3 0 , 3 2 .8 %  in  
M a n g k o m  tem p le  a n d  2 3 .4 %  in  P h o m a n  tem p le . 9 .0 %  w e re  ag ed  u n d e r  20  y e a rs  o ld  
in  M a n g k o m  te m p le  a n d  4 .7  %  in  P h o m a n  te m p le , th e se  ju n io r  p a r tic ip an ts  o f te n  v is i t
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th e  tem p les  w ith  th e ir  fam ily . T h ese  f ig u res  sh o w  th e  v o lu m e  o f  y o u n g e r  g e n e ra tio n  
w o rsh ip p e rs  w h o  a tten d  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le . L a n d o n ’s w o rk  s ta te s  th a t th e  
C h in ese  te m p le  w as  lack in g  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  y o u n g e r  p eo p le  a n d  as a  re su lt th e  
tem p les  w o u ld  go  in to  te rm in a l dec lin e . L a n d o n ’ ร stu dy  w as p u b lish ed  in  1941 , w e  
can  see  th e  c h a n g e  th a t has o c cu rred  in  th e  past 68  years . T h e  re lig io u s  tra d itio n s  h av e  
p assed  o n  to  th e  y o u n g e r  g en e ra tio n s , w h o  co n tin u e  to  v is it  th e  tem p le s  an d  k e e p  th e ir  
a n c e s to rs ’ re lig io n  a live.

Table 4.5 
Gender

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=67) (N=64)

Male 28.4% 34.4%
Female 71.6% 65.6%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4 .5  sh o w s th a t th e re  a re  m o re  fem ales th a n  m ales  a tte n d in g  b o th  
tem p les. M a n y  sch o la rs  s ta te  th a t w o m e n  te n d  to  hav e  s tro n g e r re lig io u s  b e lie fs  th a n  
m en  an d  a lso  h a v e  m o re  re lig io u s  e x p e rien ce  (A rg le , 1985).

T h e  P h o m a n  tem p le  has m o re  m a le  lay  p eo p le  (3 4 .4 % ) c o m p a re d  to  
M a n g k o m  te m p le  (28 .4% ). A t P h o m a n  tem p le  th e  m e n  te n d  to  s it o u ts id e  o f  th e  a lta r  
a rea  ta lk in g , w h ile  th e ir  w iv es  o r  m o th e rs  p ray  in side . T h e ir  m a in  jo b  is d r iv in g  an d  
a c c o m p an y in g  fe m a le  re la tiv es  to  th e  tem p le . T h is  s itu a tio n  b ea rs  s im ila rity  to  
C o u g h lin ’s o b se rv a tio n : ‘P a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  re lig io u s  ac tiv itie s  a n d  a s so c ia tio n  is 
n o w  o f  in te re s t p r im a rily  to  th e  im m ig ra n t g en e ra tio n  a n d  to  w o m e n  (C o u g h lin , 
1 9 6 0 :9 3 ).’ I f  w e  assess  th e  c u rre n t s itu a tio n  w e  can  n o w  see  th a t a lth o u g h  th e  
im m ig ran t g e n e ra tio n  has a lm o st d isa p p e a re d  w o m e n  a re  s till th e  p r im arily  m e m b e rs  
a t th e  tem p le . T h is  is  n o t u n iq u e  to  th e  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le . A c c o rd in g  to  o n e  
o f  th e  T h e ra v a d a  m o n k s  th a t I in te rv iew ed , m o s t o f  th e  p eo p le  w h o  h e lp  in  th e  tem p le



m ak e  m e rit b y  o ffe rin g  m o n ey  b u t th e  w o m en  a re  th e  o n es  th a t h e lp  ta k e  ca re  o f  th e  
tem p le .
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Table 4.6 
Education

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=67) (N=64)

Primary school 17.9% 14.1%
Secondary school 37.3% 18.8%
High school 14.9% 6.3%
Bachelor degree 25.4% 42.2%
Higher than bachelor 
degree

4.5% 18.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

T h e  re sp o n d e n ts ’ e d u c a tio n  ra n g e d  fro m  p r im a ry  sch o o l to  u n iv e rs ity  
g rad u a te . T ab le  4 .6  sho w s th a t p e o p le  w h o  a tte n d  P h o m a n  te m p le  h a v e  a  h ig h e r  
d eg ree  o f  e d u c a tio n  th a n  th o se  a t M a n g k o m  tem p le , 4 2 %  o f  a tten d ees  a t  P h o m a n  
h av e  a  b a c h e lo r ’s d eg ree  w h ile  1 8 .8%  hav e  h ig h e r  th a n  a  b a c h e lo r ’s d eg ree . T h is  a lso  
rev ea ls  th a t  b o th  tem p le s  a ttra c t d iffe re n t g ro u p s  o f  lay  p eo p le . T h is  is a  m a jo r  c h a n g e  
b ec a u se  in  th e  ea rly  p e r io d  o f  re c e n t im m ig ra tio n  m o s t o f  th e  a tten d ees  d id  n o t h av e  
an y  ed u ca tio n . T h e  d a ta  sh o w s a  n e w  g ro u p  o f  th e  p e o p le  w h o  a tte n d  th e  te m p le s , th e  
w ea lth ie r, m o re  e s tab lish ed  c h ild re n  o f  th e  im m ig ra tio n  g en era tio n .
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b. Length of living in Bangkok

Table 4.7
Length of living in Bangkok

Mangkorn Temple 
(N=67)

Phoman Temple
(N=64)

Less than 10 years 6.0% 1.6%
10-30 years 7.5% 6.3%
More than 30 years 10.4% 7.8%
Born in Thailand 76.1% 84.4%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4 .7  sh o w s th a t m o s t o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  in  b o th  tem p le s  w e re  b o rn  in  
T h a ilan d , w h ich  is a n o th e r  m a jo r  c h an g e  in  th e  C h in e se  tem p le . A g a in  it p ro v es  th a t 
th e  p re se n t a tten d ees  d iffe r  f ro m  th e  o rig in a l g ro u p s  o f  e a r lie r  period . M o re  T h a i b o m  
p eo p le  a tte n d  P h o m a n  te m p le  (8 4 .4 % ) th a n  M a n g k o m  tem p le  (7 6 .1 % ). A lso  m o re  
p eo p le  w h o  h av e  b e e n  liv in g  in  B a n g k o k  le ss  th a n  10 y ea rs  v is it M a n g k o rn  tem p le  
(6 .0 % ) th a n  P h o m an  te m p le  (1 .6 % ). T h e  re a so n s  th a t th e  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  a ttrac ts  
m o re  p e o p le  w h o  h av e  liv e d  in  B a n g k o k  less  th a n  10 y ea rs  a re  p ro b ab ly  b e c a u se  
M a n g k o m  tem p le  is th e  m o s t w e ll k n o w n  a n d  th e  o ld e s t C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le  in  
th e  co u n try . I t  is a lso  a  p la c e  fo r  tourists .
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Table 4. 8

How do you identify yourself?
Identification Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple

(N=67) (N=64)
Thai 55.2% 62.5%
Chinese-Thai 41.8% 35.9%
Chinese 3.0% 1.6%
Total 100.0% 100%

T h e  re su lt w as v e ry  su rp ris in g  b e c a u se  I ex p ec t th a t C h in e se  o r  C h in ese -T h a i 
a re  th e  m a in  p eo p le  w h o  a tte n d  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le . E v e n  fro m  the  
in te rv ie w  o f  th e  m o n k  th ey  sa id  th a t 80 %  o f  th e  p eo p le  w h o  a tte n d  th e  tem p le  are  
T eo ch iu s. F ro m  ta b le  4 .8  it is ev id en t th a t th e re  a re  m o re  lay  p e o p le  in  P h o m a n  
te m p le  th a t c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  T ha i (6 2 .5 % ) th a n  M a n g k o m  te m p le  (5 5 .2 % ). I t  c an  
a lso  b e  b eca u se  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  are  m o stly  y o u n g . T hey  feel m o re  c o m fo rta b le  to  
id e n tify  th em se lv es  as T h a i ra th e r  th an  C h in ese -T h a i. M an g k o rn  te m p le  has m o re  
p e o p le  th a t c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  as C h in e se -T h a i (41 .8% ) fo llo w e d  b y  P h o m a n  te m p le  
(3 5 .9 % ). O n ly  3 .0 %  o f  p e o p le  in  M a n g k o m  te m p le  an d  1 .6%  o f  p e o p le  in  P h o m a n  
te m p le  c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  as C h inese . I t can  a lso  su g g est th a t th e re  a re  a  lo t o f  T h a is  
v is itin g  b o th  te m p le s  as  w ell.
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Table 4.9
Do you have a Chinese name ?

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=67) (N=64)

Yes 43.3% 78.1%
No 56.7% 21.9%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

Table 4.10
Do you speak Chinese?

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=67) (N=64)

Yes 46.3% 65.6%
No 57.3% 34.4%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T h e  q u es tio n n a ire s  w ere  se t so  as  to  f in d  o u t i f  p eo p le  w h o  go  to  C h in ese  
te m p le s  co n s id e r th e m se lv e s  C h inese . T h is  is an  in te res tin g  to p ic , b u t a lso  a  c o m p le x  
one. T h e  C h in ese  a re  w e ll a ss im ila te d  in  T h a ilan d , an d  o f te n  d o n ’t  see  th em se lv es  as  
fo re ig n  o r a  m in o rity . M an y  T h a is  h av e  so m e  C h in ese  a n c e stry  a n d  m a n y  C h in ese  
h a v e  co m p le te ly  lo s t c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th e ir  C h in e se  roo ts. O th e r  q u es tio n s  a sk e d  i f  
any  o f  th e  in te rv iew ees  h a d  a  C h in ese  n a m e  an d  i f  th ey  w e re  a b le  to  w rite  it in  
C h in ese  an d  i f  th ey  w e re  ab le  to  sp eak  C h in ese . T he  a n sw ers  w e re  m ix ed . S o m e  
re sp o n d en ts  c o n s id e re d  th em se lv es  T h a i b u t  h a d  C h in ese  n am es. S o m e  fe lt th e y  w e re  
T h a i/C h in e se  b u t d id  n o t h av e  a  C h in e se  n am e. D u rin g  m y in te rv ie w  th e re  w e re  so m e  
lad ies  ag ed  o v er 6 0 , w h o  said:

‘B o th  o f  m y  p a ren ts  a re  f ro m  C h in a  b u t I w as  b o m  in  T h a ila n d , I su p p o se  I  a m  
a  T h a i-  C h in e se ? ’ T a b le  4 .9  sho w s th a t  th e re  are  m o re  p e o p le  w ith  a  C h in e se  n a m e  a t
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P h o m a n  tem p le  (7 8 .1 % ) th an  M a n g k o m  tem p le  (43 .3% ). T ab le  4 .1 0  sho w s th a t 
P h o m an  tem p le  h as  m o re  p eo p le  th a t sp eak  C h in ese  (6 5 .6 % ) th an  M a n g k o m  
tem p le (4 6 .3 % ). F ro m  b o th  tab les , th e re  are  m o re  re sp o n d en ts  a t P h o m an  te m p le  th a t 
a re  ab le  to  sp eak  C h in ese  an d  h av e  a  C h in ese  n am e as w ell. T h e  re su lt d o es  n o t m a tc h  
tab le  4 .8  it p ro v es  th a t  o n ly  3 7 .5 %  o f  re sp o n d en ts  co n s id e r  th em se lv es  as C h in ese -  
T h a i o r  C h in e se  in  P h o m an  tem p le  a n d  4 4 .8 %  in  M a n g k o rn  tem p le .

S k in n er (1 9 5 7 :3 8 1 )  sta tes  th a t e d u ca tio n  is an  im p o rta n t fa c to r th a t d e c id e s  i f  
th e  th ird -g en e ra tio n , a n d  fo rth  g e n e ra tio n  w ill ev e r co n s id e r  th em se lv es  as C h in ese . 
H e  b e liev es  th a t o n ly  i f  th ey  a tten d  C h in e se  scho o l w ill th ey  co n s id e r th e m se lv e s  as  
C h inese . M y d a ta  sh o w s d iffe re n t re su lts  fro m  S k in n e r’ร a rg u m e n t th e re  are  m an y  
o th e r  fac to rs  th a t d e c id e  th e  w ay  p eo p le  id en tify  th em se lv es . T h ey  c a n  a tten d  th e  
C h in ese  te m p le  o n c e  a  m o n th  an d  b e  ab le  to  sp eak  C h in ese , h av e  a  C h in ese  n am e , y e t 
s till th in k  th a t th ey  a re  T ha i b e c a u se  th ey  g ro w  up  in  T h a ilan d .
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4.2.2. Idea of become a monk

Table 4.11
Have any of your family members ordained in this temple?

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=66) (N=64)

Yes 10.6% 12.5%
No 89.4% 87.5%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

If your son
Table 4.12

wanted to ordain in this temple would you agree ?
Identification Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple

(N=66) (N=64)
Yes 85.9% 75.0%
No 9.4% 10.9%
Others 4.7% 14.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4.11 sh o w s th a t on ly  10 .6%  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le  an d  12 .5%  in  P h o m a n  te m p le  
o f  th e  lay  p eo p le  h av e  a  so n  w h o  has o rd a in ed  in  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  tem p le . 
T ab le  4 .1 2  sh o w s th a t 85 .9 %  o f  th e  p eo p le  in  M a n g k o m  te m p le  an d  7 5 %  in  P h o m a n  
tem p le  p e rm itte d  th e ir  so n  to  b e c o m e  a  m on k . O n e  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n t sa id  T  c a n n o t 
m ak e  u p  h is  m in d  fo r  him . I f  h e  w an ts  to  b eco m e  a  m o n k  th a t  is h is  c h o ic e .’ 9 .4 %  o f  
p eo p le  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le  a n d  10 .9%  in  P h o m a n  te m p le  d id  n o t ag ree . O n e  
re sp o n d e n t sa id  th a t  ‘ T h a i te m p le  is b e tte r  th a n  C h in e se  te m p le  i f  m y  so n  w a n ts  to  
o rd a in .’ T h e  o th e rs , 4 .7 %  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le  an d  14 .1%  in  P h o m a n  te m p le , s ta te d
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that they do not have a problem with any decision that their child makes. The data
shows the change in Chinese-Thai ways of thinking about their child ordaining as a
monk. They are more assimilated into Thai culture.

4.2.3. The relation with the temples

a. Knowing the temple

Table 4.13
How do you know this temple?

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=67) (N=64)

Through family 46.3% 54.7%
Through friends 35.8% 25.0%
Through media 11.9% 4.7%
From personal respect 
to the monk and temple

6.0% 15.6%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4 .13  sh o w s th a t  4 6 .3 %  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  a t M a n g k o m  te m p le  an d  
5 4 .7 %  in  P h o m a n  tem p le  k n o w  th e  tem p le  th ro u g h  fam ily . F am ily  is  an  im p o rta n t 
fa c to r fo r  p e o p le ’s re lig io u s  b e lie fs  an d  a ffec ts  p e o p le ’s a ff ilia tio n  w ith  sp e c if ic  
tem p les . O n e  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s , a  29  y e a r  o ld  fe m a le  w h o  w o rk s  in  a n  ad v e rtis in g  
co m p an y , th ird  g en e ra tio n  C h in e se , said :

T  h a v e  b e e n  v is itin g  M a n g k o m  te m p le  s in c e  I w as  v e ry  y o u n g . I s till v is it  
th e re  e v e ry  m o n th  in  o rd e r to  a c c o m p a n y  m y  m o th e r  a n d  I k n o w  th a t  i f  I v is it  th e  
tem p le  to  p ay  m y  resp ec ts  th a t  w ill re a lly  m ak e  m y  m o th e r  hap py .

It is im p o rta n t to  n o te  th a t  th o u g h  sh e  in itia lly  w e n t to  th e  te m p le  o u t o f  fam ily  
o b lig a tio n , r ig h t n o w , sh e  is  2 9  y e a rs  o ld  an d  s till k e e p s  v is itin g  th e  tem p le . S h e  e v e n
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p ray s  fo r  h e r  b o y frien d  a n d  h is  fam ily  in  th e  tem p le  by  pu ttin g  d o w n  th e ir  n am es and  
b ir th d a y s  o n  pap er, re g is te rin g  th e  ce rem o n y , in  o rd e r  to  he lp  th em  to  g e t r id  o f  b ad  
luck . T h is  sho w s th e  p o w e r  th a t fam ily  tra d itio n  can  have. H e r  fam ily  in s tilled  th e  
b e l ie f  th a t  i f  she  faced  an y  tro u b le  she  can  co m e  to  th e  tem p le  an d  p ray  fo r b e tte r 
resu lts.

M o s t o f  th e  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w en t to  th e  tem p le  to  ac c o m p a n y  th e  fem ale  
fam ily  m em b ers , su ch  as  th e ir  g ran d m o th e r, w ife  o r  g irl friend . O n e  10 y e a r  o ld  bo y  
sa id  th a t h e  h ad  to  a c c o m p a n y  h is  g ra n d m o th e r  a lm o st every  w e e k  to  M a n g k o m  
tem p le . H e  u su a lly  ju s t  s its  so m ew h ere  an d  w aits  fo r  th e  g ra n d m o th e r  u n til she  
f in ish e s  m ak in g  h e r  o ffe rin g s . A n th e r  m a le  re sp o n d e n t ag ed  27 , th ird  g en e ra tio n  
C h in e se , o w n s a tra v e l a g e n c y  com p any . H is  m o th e r  c an  sp eak  a b o u t fo u r o r  five  
d iffe re n t d ia lec ts  o f  C h in e se  b u t h is  fa th e r c an  on ly  u n d e rs tan d  b a s ic  C h in ese . T h e  
in te rv ie w e e  c o u ld  n o t sp e a k  an y  C h in ese  a t a ll, d e sp ite  o f  h is m o th e r ’s e ffo rts  to  fo rce  
h im  to  s tu d y  C h inese . M o s t o f  th e  tim e  h e  acco m p a n ie s  his m o th e r  to  th e  tem p le  a t 
le a s t o n c e  a  m on th . H e  has to  d riv e  his m o th e r  an d  w a it in side  o f  th e  tem p le  un til h is 
m o th e r  h a s  b o u g h t e v e ry th in g  to  o ffe r  to  th e  B u d d h a  im ag e, th e n  h e  w ill a cco m p an y  
th e  m o th e r  w h ile  she  p ra y s , h e  h e lp s to  carry  th e  fru its , f lo w er a n d  o th e r  o ffe rin g  
goods. H e  a lso  go es to  th e  C h in e se  tem p le  b y  h im se lf  so m etim es w h e n  he  w an ts  to  
m ak e  a  w ish , i f  h is  w ish e s  a re  g ran ted  h e  w ill go  b a c k  to  th e  te m p le  to  m ak e  o ffe rin g s  
to  th e  B u d d h a  im age. H e  sa id  e v e n  in  o ld  ag e  h e  w ill still go  to  th e  te m p le  b eca u se  it 
is p a r t o f  h is  C h in ese  h e ritag e . H is  fa th e r o n  th e  o th e r  han d , h a rd ly  v is its  any  tem p le .

A n o th e r  in te rv ie w e e , 32  y e a r  o ld  fem a le  sa le s  m an ag er m a rr ie d  to  a  seco n d  
g e n e ra tio n  C h in ese , said :

T  w a s  b o m  in  T h a ila n d  an d  I h a d  n e v e r  v is ite d  M an g k o rn  te m p le  b e fo re  I g o t 
m arried . I v is it  th e  te m p le  b e c a u se  o f  m y  m o th e r  in  law . S he  m a k e s  su re  th a t e v e ry o n e  
in  th e  fam ily  v is its  M a n g k o m  tem p le  a t le a s t o n c e  a  y ear. S he a lso  a r ra n g e s  a ll th e  
o ffe rin g s  fo r  m e  to  b r in g  to  th e  tem p le . S he  ta u g h t m e  h o w  to p ra y  to  e a c h  g o d  an d  
w h a t to  o ffe r  th e m .’

3 5 .8 %  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  a t M a n g k o m  te m p le  an d  2 5 %  a t P h o m a n  tem p le  k n o w  
th e  te m p le  th ro u g h  frien d s . F rie n d s  c a n  b e  se e n  as  seco n d ary  fa c to r  in flu en c in g  
p e o p le ’s re lig io u s  h ab its .
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11.9%  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  at M an g k o rn  tem p le  and  4 .7  %  a t P h o m a n  tem p le  

k n o w  ab o u t th e  te m p le  th ro u g h  m edia , su ch  as  n ew sp ap er an d  rad io  an n o u n cem en ts . 
T h is  rep re sen ts  a  c h a n g e  in  h o w  th e  tem p le  co m m u n ica tes  a n d  c re a te s  aw a ren e ss  w ith  
th e  o u ts id e  w o rld , in  o rd e r  to  reach  d iffe ren t g ro u p s  o f  peop le .

T h ere  are  a lso  p e o p le  w h o  a tten d  th e  tem p le  b eca u se  o f  th e ir  p e rso n a l re sp ec t 
fo r  th e  m o n k s an d  tem p le . A fte r  th ese  p eo p le  s ta r t go in g  to  th e  te m p le , th ey  th en  
b e g in  to  in tro d u ce  it to  th e ir  fam ily  an d  frien ds. 72  y ea r  o ld  fe m a le  said :

T  lik e  th e  ab b o t in  P h o m a n  tem p le  very  m u c h  b eca u se  he  is a b le  to  sp eak  C h in e se  an d  
T hai. I e n jo y  h is sp eech es  v ery  m uch . I a tte n d  every  m o n th  to  lis te n  h is  sp eech es. I do  
n o t lik e  o th e r  te m p le s ’ ab b o ts  th a t m uch . T h e  P h o m an  te m p le ’s a b b o t d o es  n o t c a re  i f  
y o u  h av e  m o n ey  o r  n o t h e  ta lk  to  you. ’

T h e re  a re  a lso  p eo p le  w h o  v is it th e  tem p le  fo r  re a so n  o f  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  tem p le  
itse lf. 22  y ea r  o ld , m a le , u n iv e rs ity  g rad u a te  s tu d en t said:

‘O n e  d ay  I d ro v e  p a s t a n d  saw  th e  C h in ese  s ty le  o f  b u ild in g  a n d  I lik e d  it ve ry  m uch . I 
h av e  v is ite d  th e  P h o m a n  tem p le  th ree  tim es. E v ery  tim e  w h e n  I v is i t  th e  te m p le  I 
c h a n t o n  m y o w n  in  f ro n t o f  th e  B u d d h a  im ag e . I ju s t  s im p ly  e n jo y  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  
th e  te m p le .’



74

b. The frequency of temple visits

Table 4.14

How long have you been going to Chinese Mahayana temple?
Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple

(N=67) (N=64)
Less than 5 years 40.3% 35.9%
5-10 years 26.9% 17.2%
10-20 years 3.0% 18.8%
20-30 years 4.5% 7.8%
More than 30 years 25.4% 20.3%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4 .1 4  sh o w s th a t m o st o f  re sp o n d en ts  a t b o th  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  (4 0 .3 % ) 
an d  P h o m an  te m p le  (3 5 .9 % ) h av e  a tte n d e d  th e  tem p le  fo r  less  th a n  5 years. I t  sh o w s 
th e  m a jo rity  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  h av e  n o t v is ite d  th e  te m p le  s in ce  th ey  w ere  yo u n g . 
M o s t o f  th em  h av e  o n ly  ju s t  b eg u n  to  v is it  th e  tem p le . T h e  se c o n d  la rg e s t g ro u p  o f  
re sp o n d en ts  w h o  a tte n d  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  ( 2 6 .9 % ) h av e  b e e n  g o in g  fo r  th e re  
b e tw een  5 to  10 y e a rs , fo llo w e d  by  th o se  th a t hav e  b een  g o in g  fo r  m o re  th a n  30  y e a rs  
(25 .4% ). T h e  se c o n d  la rg e s t g ro u p  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  a t P h o m a n  te m p le  ( 2 0 .3 % ) h a v e  
b e e n  go in g  th e re  fo r  m o re  th a n  30  y e a rs , fo llo w e d  by  p eo p le  g o in g  fo r  10 to  20  y e a rs  
(1 8 .8 % ) a n d  th o se  w h o  h av e  b e e n  g o in g  fo r  5 -10  y ea rs (1 7 .2 % ).
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Table 4.15
H o w  o f t e n  d o  y o u  a t t e n d  T h a i  t e m p l e s  p e r  y e a r ?

Mangkorn Temple 
(N=67)

Phoman Temple 
(N=64)

1-2 times 13.4% 14.1%
3-6 times 14.9% 18.8%
7-10 times 16.4% 20.3%
More than 10 times 55.2% 46.9%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T a b le  4 .1 5  sh o w s th a t m o s t o f  th e  resp o n d en ts  a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  (5 5 .2 % ) 
an d  P h o m a n  te m p le  (4 6 .9 % ) a lso  v is it  th e  T h a i tem p le  m o re  th an  10 tim es  a  year. 
M o s t o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  co n s id e r  th em se lv es  T hais. I t  is e a s ie r  fo r  p eo p le  to  v is i t  th e  
T h a i tem p le , w h ic h  te n d  to  b e  c lo se r  to  th e ir  ho m es a n d  a lso  p ro v id e  m o re  c h o ic e  
b e tw e e n  th e  d iffe re n t tem p les .



T a b l e  4 . 1 6

H o w  o f t e n  d o  y o u  a t t e n d  C h i n e s e  M a h a y a n a  t e m p l e  p e r  y e a r ?

Mangkorn Temple
(N=67)

Phoman Temple 
(N=64)

1-2 times 49.3% 32.8%
3-6 times 17.9% 18.8%
7-10 times 17.9% 6.3%
More than 10 times 14.9% 42.2%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4 .1 6  sh o w s th a t 4 9 .3 %  o f  resp o n d en ts  a t M a n g k o m  te m p le  v is i t  it o n ly  1-2 
tim es  a  y e a r  w h ile  17 .9%  m ak e  3 -6  tim es a  y ea r, 17 .9%  m ak e  7 -1 0  v is its  a  y e a r , an d  
14 .9%  m a k e  m o re  th an  10 v is its  a  year. A  52 y e a r  o ld , m a le  in te rv iew ee  w h o  v is ite d  
M a n g k o m  tem p le  w ith  a  b ig  g ro u p  o f  fam ily  m e m b e rs  sa id  th a t th ey  v is i t  th e  tem p le  
ev e ry  h a lf  y e a r  b e c a u se  th e ir  h o m es  are  o u ts id e  o f  B an g k o k . 42 .2  %  o f  p e o p le  v is it  
P h o m a n  te m p le  m o re  th an  10 tim e s  a  y ea r an d  3 2 .8  %  o f  th e  p eo p le  v is i t  P h o m a n  
tem p le  1-2 tim es a  year. T h e  d a ta  sh o w s th a t m a jo rity  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  a t P h o m a n  
tem p le  a tte n d  th e  tem p le  m o re  reg u la rly  th an  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  a t  M a n g k o m  tem p le . 
T h is c an  b e  p a rtly  e x p la in ed  b y  th e  o rg an isa tio n  o f  e a c h  tem p le : P h o m a n  te m p le  h o ld s  
re lig io u s  ce rem o n ie s  an d  se rm o n s  b y  th e  ab b o t o n c e  a  m o n th  an d  p ro v id e  tim e - ta b le s  
o f  each  c e rem o n y  fo r v is ito rs , an d  a lso  p o sts  th e  d a te  o f  th e  im p o rta n t c e re m o n y  in  
th e  reg is try  o ffice . I t is m u c h  easy  to  fo llo w  P h o m a n  te m p le ’s c e rem o n ie s . O n e  can  
a lso  re g is te r  as  a  m e m b e r in  P h o m a n  tem p le . T h e  fe e  o f  m e m b e rsh ip  c o s ts  1 ,200  B a h t 
a  year. In  M a n g k o m  tem p le  o n e  h a s  to  a sk  th e  m o n k  in  o rd e r to  k n o w  th e  t im e  o f  th e  
ce rem o ny . O th e r  rea so n  c a n  b e  d u e  to  th e  tim e  o f  d a ta  co llec tio n . In  P h o m a n  tem p le  
th e  q u es tio n n a ire s  w e re  m a in ly  co lle c ted  d u rin g  th e  m o n th ly  e v en t b e c a u se  it  is  th e  
on ly  tim e  th a t th e re  are  a  lo t o f  p eo p le  g a th e red  in  th e  tem p le . A s  th e  re su lt  th e  
sam p les  te n d  to  b e  th e  g ro u p  w h o  a tte n d  th e  te m p le  reg u la rly . M a n g k o m  te m p le  o f te n  
fu ll o f  th e  lay  p eo p le  a n d  th e  t im e  o f  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  w a s  sp read  o v e r  m a n y  d iffe re n t 
p e rio d s  o f  tim e.
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Table 4.17
N u m b e r  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  e a c h  e v e n t

Mangkorn Temple Phoman Temple
(N=67) (N=64)

Chinese New Year 76.1% 17.2%
Ancestor Worship Day 
(Chin Ming )

9.0% 17.2%

Vegetarian festival 20.9% , 14.1%
Wish making 44.8% 17.2%
Family member and own 
Birthday

23.9% 17.2%

Make merit 53.7% 46.9%
Talk to monk 9.0% 4.7%
In times of misfortune 17.9% 0%
Temple event 16.4% 40.6%
Others 13.4% 15.6%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T h e  T ab le  4 .1 7  sh o w s th e  rea so n s  fo r  p e o p le  to  v is it  b o th  te m p le s . A t 
M a n g k o m  tem p le  a tte n d in g  a t  C h in e se  N e w  Y e a r  h as  th e  h ig h e s t p e rc e n ta g e  (7 6 .1 % ) 
fo llo w e d  b y  m ak in g  m e rit  (5 3 .7 % ) an d  w ish  m a k in g  (44 .8% ). T h e  tw o  p r in c ip a l 
re a so n s  fo r  a tte n d in g  P h o m a n  te m p le  are  m a k in g  m e rit  (4 6 .9 % ) a n d  p a r tic ip a tin g  in  
tem p le  ev en ts  (4 0 .6 % ) w h ile  o th e r  reaso n s o n ly  a c c o u n t fo r  17 .2% . M a n g k o m  tem p le  
is c o n s id e re d  a n  im p o rta n t te m p le  to  v is i t  d u rin g  th e  C h in ese  N e w  Y ea r. O n e  v is its  
th e  te m p le  to  p ray  fo r  g o o d  lu c k  fo r  th e  N e w  Y e a r  (L an d o n , 1 9 4 1 :1 0 2 )
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T h ese  d a ta  rev ea ls  an  ad ap ta tio n  o f  C h in e se  M a h ay an a  B u d d h ism  th a t has

o c c u rre d  in  T h a ilan d . O n e  o f  th e  m o st o b v io u s  ex am p les  o f  th e  c h a n g e  in  a ttitu d e  an d
p ra c tic e  o f  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  in  B an g k o k , c o m p ared  to  th o se  fo u n d  in
T a iw a n  o r  m a in la n d  C h in a , can  be  seen  in  th e  case  o f  m e rit m ak in g . A cc o rd in g  to
S k in n er, ‘T h e  re lig io n  o f  th e  T h a i p ea san t e m p h a s iz e d  in d iv id u a l m e rit-m ak in g  an d
sa lv a tio n  an d  c o n d e m n e d  as w o rld ly  any  ex c e ss iv e  c o n ce rn  fo r th e  m a te ria l
a d v a n c e m e n t o f  s e l f  a n d  fam ily  (1 9 5 7 :9 3 ) .’ B o th  M an g k o rn  te m p le  an d  P h o m an
te m p le  sh o w  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e s  fo r th is  p rac tic e , su g g estin g  a  lo ca l T h a i in fluence .
T h e re  a re  o th e r  d iffe re n c e s  th a t c a n  b e  fo u n d , a c co rd in g  to  C o u g h lin ’s stu dy , C h in e se
m o n k s  w o rk  m a in ly  in  t im e s  o f  m isfo rtu n e , b u t in  T ab le  4 .1 7  th is  re a so n  acco u n ts  fo r
o n ly  a  17 .9%  o f  v is ito rs  to  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  a n d  n o n e  (0 % ) o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  a t
P h o m a n  tem p le  v is it  it fo r  th is  reason . O n e  o f  th e  in te rv iew ees , a  71 y e a r  o ld  lad y  a n d
a  se c o n d  g e n e ra tio n  C h in e se  w h o  lives a ro u n d  C h in a  to w n  said :
T  liv e  a ro u n d  h e re , w h e n e v e r  I fee l lik e  it I  c o m e  to  M a n g k o rn  tem p le . W h en  I am  
h a p p y  a n d  w h en  I am  n o t hap py . W h e n  I h av e  p ro b lem  an d  w h e n  I d o  n o t h av e  a  
p ro b le m .’

Table 4.18
Is Chinese Mahayana Buddhism different from Thai Theravada Buddhism

Mangkorn Temple 
(N=67)

Phoman Temple 
(N=64)

Very different 20.9% 26.6%
A little different 49.3% 56.3%
No different 29.9% 17.2%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

T ab le  4 .1 8  sh o w s  th a t  2 0 .9 %  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  a t M a n g k o rn  te m p le  a n d  2 6 .6 %  a t 
P h o m a n  te m p le  th in k  th a t  th e  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  a re  v e ry  d iffe re n t f ro m  T h a i 
T h e ra v a d a  te m p le s , p ro v id in g  th e  fo llo w in g  reasons:
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• C h in e se  tem p le s  are  m o re  c lean , and  qu iet.
• T h e  w ay  o f  ch an tin g , th e  s ty le  o f  tem ple.
• T he  d iffe re n t B u d d h a  im ag e , d iffe ren t k in d  o f  m o n k  an d  d iffe re n t k in d  

o f  ce rem o n ie s .
• O n e  w ill on ly  u n d ers tan d  by  v is itin g  th e  tem p le  b y  th em se lv es .
• C h in e se  tem p le s  co n d u c t m o rn in g  an d  ev en in g  p ra y e rs  w h ile  m o s t 

T h a i te m p le s  p rac tice  m e d ita tio n  an d  c ircu m -am b u la te .
• D iffe re n t trad itio n . T hai tem p le s  hav e  s tr ic te r  ru les.
• T h a i m o n k s  are  n o t v eg e ta r ian  an d  C h in ese  m o n k s  n e e d  to  o b ey  m o re  

ru les.
• V ery  d iffe re n t b eca u se  o f  d iffe ren t trad itio n  an d  d iffe re n t p ra y e r  b o o k  

fo r ch an tin g .
• T a lk  in  C h inese .
• C h in e se  te m p le  seem s to  b e  m o re  p a rtic ip a to ry ; ev e ry o n e  in v o lv e d  in  

ce rem o n y /ritu a l. M o re  co m m u n a l, peo p le  g a th e r  so c ia lly , fo o d , te a  etc .
• H o ly  d ay s , d e itie s  an d  b e l ie f  sy s tem  are  d iffe ren t, a lth o u g h  th e  

B u d d h is t p rin c ip le  is th e  sam e. T h e  m o n k s w e a r  d iffe re n t k in d s  o f  
robe.

• T h e  c u ltu re  an d  trad itio n  a re  d iffe ren t an d  th e  m o n k s  ta k e  ca re  o f  th e  
lay m e n  m ore .

In  M a n g k o m  te m p le  4 9 .3 %  an d  P h o m a n  te m p le  56 .3%  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  th in k  th a t it 
is ju s t  a  little  d iffe ren t. T h e  reaso n s a re  th e  fo llow ing :

• T h e  b u ild in g  o f  th e  tem p le s  an d  th e  ro b e  o f  th e  m o n k s  a re  d iffe ren t.
• T h e  m o n k s ’ life -sty le , th e  te a c h in g  an d  th e  w ay  to  p ra c tic e  B u d d h ism  

are  d iffe ren t.
• T h e  re lig io u s  ce rem o n y , th e  cu ltu re  an d  tra d itio n  a re  d iffe ren t.
• C h in e se  m o n k s  seem s to  b e  q u ie te r, T h a i T h e ra v a d a  m o n k s  a re  v e ry  

stric t. T h e  w ay  o f  p ray in g  is d ifferen t.
•  T h e  p la c e  is d iffe ren t a n d  a lso  th e  a rch ite c tu re  a n d  th e  B u d d h a  im ag e .
• C h in e se  te m p le  has m an y  sa in ts  an d  go ddess.
• C h in e se  tem p le  is  v e ry  s tr ic t fo r  m onk. C h in ese  te m p le s  m o n k s  h a v e  

g o o d  re p u ta tio n  ab o u t n o t v io la tin g  th e  m o n k s ’ ru le .
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• C h in e se  em p h asize  o n  c e rem o n y  b u t T ha i tem p le  em p h as izes  on  

p rac tic in g  m ed ita tion . T h e  th in g s  th a t y o u  b r in g  to  o ffe r  to  th e  m o n k  / 
B u d d h a  im age are  d iffe ren t.

• C h in e se  tem p le  e m p h a s iz e  on  p ray in g  as w ay  to  co n cen tra te  th e  
p rac tice . T h a is  w an t p eo p le  to  m ed ita te  an d  w a lk  in  c irc les.

• T h e re  a re  n o t en o u g h  C h in e se  tem p les  an d  she  w ish  fo r m o re  C h in e se  
te m p le  b ranches.

2 9 .9 %  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  and  17.2%  a t P h o m a n  tem p le  th in k  th a t 
th e re  are  no  d iffe re n c e s  b e tw een  th e  tw o  fo rm s o f  B u d d h ism . T h e  rea so n s  a re  as 
fo llow s:

• T h e y  are  b o th  go od ,
• T h e  b u ild in g  sty le  o f  th e  C h in ese  tem p le  is v e ry  a ttrac tive .
• T h ey  b o th  teach  p eo p le  to  ad h e re  to  g o o d  co n d u c ts .

N o n e  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  sa id  th a t th ey  go  to  th e  C h in ese  te m p le  b eca u se  o f  C h in ese  
h e ritag e , o r  th a t th e  C h in ese  tem p le  is on ly  fo r  th e  C h inese . T h ey  sa id  th e  cu ltu re  is 
d iffe ren t b u t d id  n o t sp ec ify  h o w  d iffe ren t.

4.2.4. Problem of Questionnaire survey
I t is m o re  d iff ic u lt to  d is tr ib u te  th e  q u es tio n n a ire  in  th e  M a n g k o m  T e m p le  

b e c a u se  th e  lay  p eo p le  seem ed  to  b e  m o re  b u sy , o ffe rin g  f lo w ers  an d  p ra y in g  a n d  th ey  
k e p t m o v in g  in s id e  th e  tem p le , o ffe rin g  o n e  a f te r  ano ther. T h e  tem p le  has m o re  
p eo p le  b u t th ey  c o m e  a n d  go  a  lo t a n d  g en era lly  sp en d  le ss  tim e  in s id e  th e  tem p le . O n  
th e  o th e r h an d , la y p eo p le  in  P h o m a n  te m p le  seem ed  less b u sy . T h e  m a jo r  p e r io d  th a t 
p eo p le  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  w as d u rin g  th e  m o n th ly  ch an tin g . A ro u n d  o n e  h u n d re d  lay  
p eo p le  sa t in s id e  th e  a lta r  a rea  w h ic h  m a d e  it rea lly  easy  fo r m e  to  g e t c lo se  w ith  th e  
re sp o n d en ts . T h e  d iff icu ltie s  in  c o n d u c tin g  th e  f ie ld  re se a rc h  a t th e  tw o  tem p le s  m ig h t 
a lso  sh o w  th a t th o se  tw o  tem p le s  h a v e  d iffe re n t ty p es  o f  peo p le . T h e  sa m e  p ro b lem  
th a t I fa ced  in  b o th  o f  th e  tem p les  is th a t  it w as  v e ry  d iff ic u lt to  g e t th e  o ld e r  
w o rsh ip p e rs  to  f ill in  th e  q u es tio n n a ire s . M o s t o f  th e m  w ere  n o t ab le  to  re a d  a n d  th ey  
m ad e  it  v e ry  c le a r  th a t th ey  d id  n o t w a n t to  b e  bo th ered .
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4.2.5. Discussion
T h e  su rv ey  resu lts  sh o w  th e  gen era l b ack g ro u n d  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  w h o  a tten d  

th e  tem p les . T h ey  a lso  revea l m an y  o f  th e  chan ges in  b o th  tem p les. In  te rm s o f  
id en tity  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts , m o re  p eo p le  co n sid e r th e m se lv e s  as  T h a i th a n  T h a i 
C h in ese  an d  v e ry  few  p eo p le  c o n s id e r  th em se lv es  as  C h in e se  in  e ith e r tem p le . A  lo t 
o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  a t b o th  tem p le s  still h o ld  a  C h in ese  n am e  an d  a re  ab le  to  sp e a k  
C h in ese . T h e  ed u ca tio n a l lev e l o f  th e  peo p le  w ho  a tte n d  th e  tem p le  has in c reased .
M o s t o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  im m ig ra tio n  g en era tio n  h a v e  v e ry  lo w  d eg re e  o f  e d u c a tio n  
level. N o w a d a y s  m o st o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  a t M an g k o rn  te m p le  hav e  a  se c o n d a ry  
sch o o l e d u c a tio n  level. T h e  re sp o n d e n ts  a t P h o m an  te m p le  h av e  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l 
lev e ls , m o s t o f  th e m  h av e  a  u n iv e rs ity  deg ree . T he  re su lts  a lso  sh o w  th a t th e re  a re  
m any  y o u n g  p eo p le  v is itin g  b o th  tem p les.

T he  re su lts  a lso  su g g e s t th a t m o st o f  the  re sp o n d en ts  a lso  a tte n d  T h a i tem p le s  
reg u la rly . T h is  su p p o rt S k in n e r’s (1 9 5 7 ) p o in t th a t C h in e se  o f te n  c o n v e rte d  to  T h a i 
T h e ra v a d a  B u d d h ism  p rac tic e  a n d  as  a  re su lt b le n d e d  in to  T h a i c u ltu re  w ith  ease .

M a k in g  m e rit  has b eco m e  o n e  o f  th e  m a in  reaso n s fo r  p e o p le  to  a tte n d  th e  tem p le . I t  
sh o w s th e  s tro n g  d eg ree  o f  th e  a ss im ila tio n  in to  T h a i cu ltu re . T h e  re su lts  su p p o r t’s 
D a i’s (1 9 9 1 )  p o in t th a t C h in ese  re lig io u s  v iew s are  f le x ib le  an d  o ften  a d a p t to  lo ca l 
cu ltu res  o v e rse a s  easily . In  o rd e r  to  p ro v e  th a t m ak in g  m e rit  w as  n o t as c o m m o n  in  
th e  C h in e se  re lig io u s  p rac tic e  in te rv iew s  w ith  a  C h in ese  fem ale  la y p e rso n  a n d  a  
C h in ese  m o n k  h av e  b een  co n d u c ted . A cc o rd in g  to  th e  C h in e se  fem a le  a g e d  5 6 , w h o  
v o lu n tee rs  in  th e  tem p le  in  T a iw a n  regu larly : C h in ese  o f te n  a tte n d  th e  te m p le  fo r  
sp ec ific  re a so n s , fo r  ex am p le  in  tim e s  o f  m isfo rtu n e , w h e n  th ey  w an t to  m a k e  a  w ish , 
so m e tim es  e v e n  fo r  b u s in e ss  p u rp o se s , th ey  k n o w  th ey  m ig h t f in d  b u s in e ss  
o p p o rtu n itie s  in  th e  tem p le . S h e  b e liev es  th a t m o st o f  th e m  do  n o t v ie w  m a k in g  m e rit  
as a  m a in  p rio rity . A cc o rd in g  to  V en e ra b le  H u i X i, th e  m a in  re a so n  fo r  C h in e se  
p eo p le  to  a tte n d  th e  tem p le  is fo r  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ies , m e d ita tio n  c la sse s , a n d  to  
lis te n  to  th e  m o n k ’s serm o n . H e  sa id  ap p ro x im a te ly  o n ly  2 0 %  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  
a tte n d  th e  te m p le  b ec a u se  th ey  w o u ld  like  to  m ak e  m erit. A c c o rd in g  to  h is  e x p e rie n c e ,



he has b e e n  liv in g  in  T h a ila n d  fo r 9 y ea rs ; th ese  a re  th e  c lea r  d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  
T hais an d  C h inese .
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T he  re su lt o f  th e  su rv ey s  p o in t ou t th a t re sp o n d en ts  a tten d  M a n g k o m  tem p le  
fo r m o re  d iffe re n t k in d s o f  reaso n s  th an  P h o m an  tem p le . P h o m a n  te m p le  h as  o n ly  
w o rsh ip  o f  th e  B u d d h ism  de itie s  in  th e  tem p le , a n d  o f te n  th e  lay p e o p le  a tte n d  th e  
tem p le  fo r  th e  ce rem o n ies  a n d  th e  speech es. T h e  re su lt fo u n d  a t M a n g k o m  te m p le  
su p p o rt L e e ’s p o in t th a t (2 0 0 6 )  C h in ese  w o rsh ip  d iffe re n t d e itie s  fo r  d if fe re n t need s.
It is b e e n  p ro v e d  th a t in  fa c t p eo p le  are  a ttra c ted  to  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  o f te n  fo r  th e  
rea so n  th a t th e  tem p le  g a th e rs  m an y  d iffe ren t d e ities .

M o s t o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  b e liev e  th a t th e re  a re  o n ly  s lig h t d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  
C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h is t tem p le  an d  T h a i T h e ra v a d a  B u d d h is t te m p le . T h e  
re sp o n d e n ts  o n ly  see  th e  d iffe re n c e  in  the  s ty le  o f  ch a n tin g , th e  m o n k ’s ro b e , a n d  th e  
tem p le  arch itec tu re .

F in a lly , w h ereas  L a n d o n ’s (1 9 4 1 ) fin d in g s  in  th e  ea rly  1940s su g g e s te d  
C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  sh o w ed  signs o f  d e c lin in g  an d  lo s in g  th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  
y o u n g e r  g en e ra tio n s , th e  re su lts  sh o w  th a t to d a y  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h is t  te m p le s  
are  s till s tro n g  an d  su p p o rted  by  y o u n g  p eo p le  as  w e ll old. B o th  te m p le s  sh o w  n o  s ig n  
o f  la c k in g  su p p o rt f in an c ia lly . In  fac t th e  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  has ju s t  c o m p le te d  
b u ild in g  a  n e w  tem p le  b ra n c h  in  M a rc h  20 09  an d  P h o m a n  tem p le  is a lso  e n g a g e d  in  
b u ild in g  a  tem p le  b ra n c h  in  C h ia n g  R a i as w ell.

4.3. Roles of Mangkorn temple and Phoman temple in their communities
A cc o rd in g  to  H o  (1 9 9 5 )  b e fo re  th e  sp e e c h -g ro u p  a s so c ia tio n  a n d  c h a rita b le  

so c ie tie s  w e re  e s tab lish ed  in  T h a ilan d , w h ich  to o k  p la c e  d u rin g  th e  la te  19th a n d  ea rly  
2 0 th cen tu rie s , th e  tem p le s  p la y e d  m an y  ro le  b e s id e  re lig io u s  fu n c tio n . T h e  C h in e se  
te m p le  a lso  p la y e d  th e  p a r t o f  a  m u tu a l a id  a sso c ia tio n , tr ib u n a l, c la n sh ip  so c ie ty , an d  
ch a m b e r o f  co m m erce , su p p o rtin g  a  g iv e n  sp eech  g ro u p  w ith in  th e  C h in e se  
co m m u n ity  (H o , 1995 :31 ). T h e  fu n c tio n s  o f  M a n g k o m  tem p le  a n d  P h o m a n  te m p le  
h av e  a d a p te d  acco rd in g  to  th e  d iffe re n t tim es  a n d  n e e d s  o f  th e ir  a tten d ees .
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4.3.1. Providing religious ceremonies
B o th  tem p le s  p ro v id e  m any  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ies . T h is is a  v e ry  im p o rtan t 

fu n c tio n  o f  B u d d h is t te m p le s  in  C h in ese  cu ltu re . I t is a lso  one  o f  th e  m a jo r  fu n c tio n s  
o f  th e  tw o  tem p les. R e lig io u s  ce rem o n ies  are  h e ld  fo r  a n ce sto r  w o rsh ip , m ak in g  
w ish es , g e ttin g  rid  o f  b a d  lu ck , an d  m ak in g  m e rit, a m o n g s t o thers. T h e  re lig io u s  
c e rem o n ie s  o ften  c o s t a  lo t o f  m on ey  b e c a u se  th ey  req u ire  h u g e  a m o u n ts  o f  fo o d  as 
o ffe rin g s  an d  fo r d eco ra tio n s . T h e  p eo p le  are  o ften  v e ry  g en ero u s  in  sp e n d in g  m o n ey  
fo r th e  ce rem o n ies . C h in e se  a lso  b e liev e  in  u s in g  ritu a ls  to  av o id  h a tre d  a n d  je a lo u sy  
in c u rre d  b y  p e rso n a l su ccess . T h ey  b e liev e  th a t  it is g o o d  fo r th e m  to  d o n a te  m o n ey  in  
o rd e r to  g a in  m erit a n d  to  sp en d  so m e m o n ey  to  h e lp  th em  to  g e t r id  o f  b a d  lu ck  
(N a k a y a m a , 2005).

4.3.2. Supporting psychological health
A s im m ig ran ts , w h e n  C h in ese  f irs t a r r iv e d  in  T h a ila n d  th ey  fa c e d  m an y  

d iffe re n t ch a llen g es . T e m p le s  g av e  th em  su p p o rt an d  h e lp ed  th e m  to  o v e rco m e  
d iff ic u ltie s  in  life. I t  w as  th e  m a jo r  fu n c tio n  in  th e  ea rly  p e rio d  w h e n  th e  C h in ese  
a rr iv e d  in  T h a ilan d . P e o p le  o f te n  a tte n d  th e  te m p le  w h en  th ey  face  p ro b le m s  in  life  
an d  w a n t to  p ray  fo r lu ck  a n d  im p ro v em en t. S u g iy a m a ’ ร s tu d y  s ta te s  th a t re lig io n  
i ts e lf  is  less like ly  to  so lv e  a  p ro b lem  b u t ra th e r  it h e lp s  to  c o m fo r t p eo p le . F o r  
ex a m p le  i f  so m e o n e ’ร w ife  g o t s ic k  th e  h u sb a n d  m ig h t dec id e  to  jo in  a  re lig io u s  
g roup . In  th is  case  re lig io n  d o es  n o t m ak e  th e  s ick n ess  go  aw ay  o r  p re v e n t th e  w ife ’s 
d ea th  b u t it  serv es to  c o m fo r t th e  h u sb an d  a n d  h e lp  h im  m o v e  o n  w ith  h is  life  an d  
h av e  a  p o s itiv e  th in k in g  to w a rd  th e  fu tu re . R e lig io n  is ab le  to  su p p o rt p eo p le  
em o tio n a lly  an d  g iv e  th e m  h o p e  p sy c h o lo g ic a lly  (S u g iy am a , 2 0 0 4 :8 3 ). T h e  tem p le  
can  a lso  fee l lik e  h o m e  an d  o ffe rs  com fort.

T em p le  a lso  p ro v id e s  th e  p o s itiv e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l o u tlo o k  fo r  p e o p le , w h ic h  
lead s  to  a  p o s itiv e  en e rg y  a b o u t life . W h en  p e o p le  a tten d  th e  te m p le  th e y  a lso  fee l th a t 
th ey  a re  d o in g  g o o d  th in g s . F o r  ex am p le , th e  p e o p le  w h o  a tte n d  th e  a n c e s to r  
c e re m o n y , fee l th a t th e y  a re  d o in g  so m e th in g  g o o d  fo r  th e ir  a n c e s to r  w h ic h  c rea te s  a  
p o s itiv e  fee lin g . W h en  p e o p le  m a k e  m e rit th ey  o f te n  fe lt th a t so m e th in g  g o o d  w ill
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c o m e  to  them . I t c rea te s  a  very  po sitiv e  en e rg y  fo r people. T h e  o th e r  c ases  are  fo r 
e x a m p le  th a t th e re  a re  m an y  stu d en ts  w h o  o ften  pray  b e fo re  th e  e x a m  period. O n e 
m ig h t th in k  th a t it is b e tte r  th a t th ey  sp en d  th e  tim e  to  p rep a re  th e  ex am . B u t it is v e ry  
im p o rta n t fo r  th e  s tu d en ts  to  k n o w  th a t they  a re  b le ssed  by  th e  C h in e se  gods b eca u se  
th ey  m ad e  som e o ffe rin g s . It m ad e  th em  feel p sy ch o lo g ica lly  s tro n g er. A  26 y e a r  o ld , 
m a le , tra v e l ag en cy  o w n e r  said:

‘W h en  I w as a  s tu d en t, m an y  o f  m y  frien d s  and  I o f te n  c a m e  to  M an g k o rn  
tem p le  an d  p ray . Y o u  k n o w  it is th e  s tu d en t th ing . M ay b e  it w ill h e lp  m e to  get b e tte r  
sco res. I am  su re  th a t m y  m o th e r  a lso  p ray s  fo r  m e .’

A n o th e r  25 y e a r  o ld , fem ale , co m p an y  em p lo y ee  w h o  a lso  w as  an  h o n o u rs  
s tu d e n t in  h e r s tu d en t p e r io d  sa id  th a t, she  fe lt  less  w o rry  i f  sh e  a tte n d e d  th e  tem p le  
an d  p ra y e d  b e fo re  th e  e x am  period . S he  w as su ffe rin g  fro m  s to m a c h  p a in  b eca u se  o f  
th e  s tre ss  fro m  u n iv e rs ity , tem p le  a tten d an ce  h e lp ed  h er fe lt m o re  r e l ie f  an d  red u ce  
h e r  stress.

T h e re  a re  in  to ta l 27  d e itie s  in  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  an d  11 d e itie s  in  P h o m an  
tem p le . O fte n  each  d e ity  h as  its  p a rtic u la r  fu n c tio n  fo r th e  d iffe re n t n eed s  th a t th e  lay  
p e o p le  req u ire  a t d iffe re n t s tag es o f  th e ir  life. S ta rtin g  fro m  b e fo re  th e  bab y  w as b o m , 
w h e n  o n e  can  p ray  to  th e  Z h u  S hen g  N ia n g n ia n g , th e  g o d d ess  o f  b ab ies . P ray e rs  a re  
o f fe re d  fo r  a  h ea lth y  b a b y  an d  so m etim es ev en  to  d e te rm in e  th e  sex  o f  th e  b ab y  th a t 
o n e  w ish es . P ra y e rs  co n tin u e  r ig h t u p  to  th e  tim e  th a t a  p e rso n  p a sse s  aw ay , w ith  
p ra y e rs  fo r th e  A m ita b a  B u d d h a  to  w ish  th a t th e  d eceased  re la tiv e s  b e  ab le  to  a tten d  
th e  “ p u re  lan d ” . I t a lso  sh o w s th a t th e  lay  p eo p le  hav e  th e  s tro n g  d eg re e  o f  
d ep e n d e n c y  o n  th e  te m p le s  p sy ch o lo g ica lly .

4.3.3. Providing venues for social activities
D u rin g  th e  te m p le  ev en ts  th e re  a re  a lw ay s  m an y  p eo p le  in  b o th  tem p les. T h e  

te m p le s  a re  v e ry  im p o rta n t p lace  fo r  fam ily  to  g a th e r a t le a s t o n ce  o r  tw ic e  a  y ea r, 
e sp e c ia lly  fo r  th e  o ld e r  g en e ra tio n  to  m ak e  frien d s  an d  m e e t p e o p le  fro m  s im ila r  
b ack g ro u n d . F iv e  o ld  lad ies  ag ed  72 , 76 , 83 a n d  85 w ere  in te rv ie w e d  a t  th e  P h o m a n  
tem p le . T h e  o ld  lad ies  w e re  a ll  b o m  in  C h in a  an d  cam e  to  T h a ila n d  b y  b o a t w h e n  th ey
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w e re  v ery  young . T h ey  b eca m e  frien ds in  th e  tem p le  a n d  h a v e  k n o w n  each  o th e r  fo r  
m o re  th an  te n  years . T h ey  o ften  m ee t e a c h  o th e r  w h en ev e r  th e re  a re  tem p le  even ts . 
T em p le  is th e  p la c e  th a t th ey  can  m ee t th e ir  frien ds an d  a lso  f in d  n ew  friends.

A  g ro u p  o f  p eo p le  ag ed  a ro u n d  40  to  50 y ea rs  w e re  a lso  in te rv iew ed , w h o  
a tten d  th e  ce rem o n y  in  P h o m an  tem p le . T h e  rea so n  th ey  g a th e r  in  th e  te m p le  an d  
a tte n d  th e  ce rem o n y  is  b eca u se  o n e  o f  th e ir  f r ie n d ’ร b ir th d a y  w as  co m in g  soon . T h e y  
o f te n  a tten d ed  th e  P h o m a n  te m p le ’s m o n th ly  ce rem o n y  i f  th e ir  f r ie n d s ’ b ir th d a y  
h ap p en ed  to  b e  th e  sa m e  m onth . T h e re  w e re  12 o f  th em , m o s tly  w o m en . A ll o f  th em  
a tte n d e d  th e  3 h o u rs  o f  c h an tin g  an d  h ad  a  little  ch a ttin g  d u rin g  th e  ce rem o n y . O n e  o f  
th e  lad y  sa id  by  a tte n d e d  th e  tem p le  ce rem o n y  th ey  c a n  m ak e  m e rit to g e th e r  a n d  m e e t 
e a c h  o th e r  as w ell.

T h ere  a re  m an y  fam ily  g ro u p s w h o  live  o u ts id e  o f  B a n g k o k  a n d  w h e n  th ey  
f in d  a  tim e  th ey  d riv e  to  th e  tem p le . O n e  o f  in te rv iew ees , a  52 y e a r  o ld  w o m an , c a m e  
w ith  h e r  h u sb an d  an d  h e r  f r ie n d ’s fam ily , a n d  sa id  th a t o f te n  th e y  d o  n o t hav e  tim e  so 
th e y  c a n  o n ly  a tte n d  th e  tem p le  m ay b e  tw o  th ree  tim es a  y e a r  s in ce  th e y  liv e  fa r  aw ay . 
T h e  tem p le  is a  m a jo r  p lace  fo r m an y  p e o p le ’s so c ia l life  a n d  n o t on ly  fo r  th e  o ld  
p e o p le  b u t a lso  fo r o th e r  g en e ra tio n s  as  w ell. T h e  tem p le  c e re m o n y  is a  g o o d  c h a n c e  
fo r  th em  to  g e t to g e th e r  an d  s it w ith  e a c h  o ther. T h e y  g e t to  sp e n d  m o re  t im e  w ith  
e a c h  o th e r, to  do  th in g s  together.

4.3.4. Improving the local economic situation
T he  lo ca l e co n o m y  im p ro v es w h e n  th e re  are  p eo p le  w illin g  to  p u rc h a se  go od s. 

B o th  tem p le s  a ttra c t m an y  lay  p eo p le  a n d  a lso  c rea te  a  g o o d  b u s in e ss  a rea  a ro u n d  th e  
tem p les . T h ere  a re  m an y  sho ps an d  re s tau ran ts  a ro u n d  b o th  te m p le s . T h e  p e o p le  w h o  
a tte n d  th e  tem p le  o f te n  h e lp  in c rease  sa les  in  th e  sho ps a n d  re s ta u ra n ts  an d  p ro v id e  
m o re  p eo p le  w ith  jo b  o p p o rtu n itie s . A lso  w h e n  p eo p le  b u y  th in g s  fo r  o ffe rin g s  lik e  
can d les , in cen se , f lo w ers , fru its  an d  p a p e r  th is  a lso  h e lp s  to  su p p o rt lo ca l b u s in e ss  as 
w ell.

S in ce  te m p le  is  o n e  o f  th e  m a jo r  p la c e  fo r th e  T h a i-  C h in ese . I t c rea te s  m o re  
ch an ces  to  m e e t p eo p le  an d  b u s in ess  o p p o rtu n itie s . T h e  p e o p le  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e
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tem p le  n a tu ra lly  hav e  th e  h ig h e r p o ss ib ility  to  im p rov e  th e ir  eco n o m ic  situa tion . A  lo t 
o f  tim e  th e  p e o p le  a tten d  th e  tem p le  n o t o n ly  fo r  th e  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ie s  a lso  a re  
in v o lv ed  w ith  m ak in g  a  p ro f it as  w e ll (L in , 1997:95). D u rin g  one  o f  th e  c e re m o n ie s  in  
P h o m an  te m p le  tw o  n am e card s w e re  rece iv ed  fro m  tw o  lad ies. O n e  w as w o rk in g  in  
an  in su ran ce  c o m p an y  an d  an o th e r w as in  a  trav e l ag en cy . A lso  in  M a n g k o m  tem p le , 
o n e  lady  sa id  th a t sh e  is lo o k in g  fo r jo b  i f  an y o n e  w ill ab le  to  h e lp  her. It sho w s th a t 
som e o f  th e  p e o p le  w h o  a tten d ed  th e  ce rem o n y  in  th e  sam e  tim e  a lso  lo o k in g  fo r  th e  
fu tu re  cu s to m ers  a n d  to  p ro m o te  th e ir  b u sin esses .

4.3.5. Providing Chinese education
M a n g k o m  tem p le  p ro v id es  fre e  e d u ca tio n  fo r th e  m o n k s a n d  n o v ices . T h ey  

a lso  h ire  n a tiv e  C h in e se  sp eak in g  te a c h e rs  to  te ach  th e  m o n k s  a n d  n o v ice s  C h in e se  
th ree  tim es  a  w eek . A lth o u g h  m o s t o f  th e  m o n k s do  n o t h av e  any  C h in ese  
b ack g ro u n d , th e  c la sses  h e lp  th em  to  h av e  da ily  c o n v e rsa tio n  in  C h in e se  a n d  a lso  ab le  
to  reco g n ize  so m e  C h in ese  w o rld s  in  th e  su tras. T h e  A b b o t in  P h o m a n  te m p le  h o ld s  
sp eech es  in  C h in e se  an d  T h a i ev e ry  m on th . T h ere  are  a  lo t o f  o ld e r  p eo p le  w h o  a re  
v ery  p le a se d  a b o u t it b eca u se  th ey  w ill b e  ab le  to  h e a r  th e ir  n a tiv e  lan g u ag e . T h e  
T ha is  a lso  g e t a  c h a n c e  to  le a m  a  fe w  C h in ese  w ords. A  50 y e a r  o ld  fe m a le  sa id

‘ I lik e  to  a tte n d e d  th e  ch a n tin g  ce rem o n y  b ec a u se  it h e lp s  m e  to  le a rn  m o re  
C h in ese  w o rd s  a n d  I th in k  I im p ro v e d  little  by  li ttle ’

O n e  72  y e a r  o ld  fem a le  h e ld  a  h ig h  so c ia l s ta n d in g  am o n g  h e r  fr ie n d s  b ec a u se  
sh e  w as th e  o n ly  o n e  ab le  to  read  C h in e se  in  th a t g roup . S he  sa id  sh e  th in k s  h e r s e lf  
w as b le sse d  b y  th e  B u d d h a  th a t is w ay  sh e  is ab le  to  re a d  so m e  m uch . S h e  w as v e ry  
p ro u d  w h e n  sh e  re a d  few  lines in  th e  p ra y e r  b o o k s  in  f ro n t o f  h e r  frien d s . O n e  o f  h e r  
frien d  76 y e a r  o ld  fem ale  sa id  th a t sh e  h av e  n ev e r  a tte n d  th e  sch o o l a n d  sh e  c o u ld  
n ev e r  re m e m b e r an y  C h in ese  w o rd s. S he  ju s t  k e p t fo rg e ttin g  ev e ry th in g  she  lea rned .
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4.3.6. Preserving and renew Chinese culture
A fte r  th e  C u ltu ra l R e v o lu tio n  m any  o f  th e  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ie s  h a v e  v ir tu a lly  

d isa p p e a re d  in  C h ina. T he  C h in ese  g o v e rn m e n t still b an s  so m e  o f  th e  re lig io u s  
ce rem o n ies . F o r  ex am p le  th e  U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l (P u fti K/JL) th e  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  k ep t 

u p  th e  b a n  o n  th e  festiv a l fo r  fe e d in g  th e  h u n g ry  g h o sts  o f  th e  se v e n th  lu n a r  m o n th . 
T he  U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l in  m an y  w a y s  b a lan ced  an d  c o rre sp o n d e d  w ith  th e  r ite s  fo r 
th e  C h in e se  lu n a r  N e w  Y ear. T h e  C h in ese  N e w  Y e a r  has b e e n  re v iv e d  b u t th e  
U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a ls  are  n o w  v e ry  ra re ly  p rac tised  o n  a  la rg e  sca le  in  C h in a . In  th e  
o th e r  h a n d  U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l is th e  b ig g es t fe s tiv a l in  b o th  M a n g k o m  te m p le  a n d  
P h o m a n  tem p le . T he  festiv a l la s ts  th re e  day s in  b o th  tem p le s  an d  b r in g s  in  m an y  
peo p le . T h e  tw o  tem p le s  p lay  a  k ey  ro le  in  th e  re in v e n tio n  o f  tra d itio n  (D ean , 
2 0 03 :37 ). T h e  o th e r  rea so n  is b e c a u se  m o st o f  th e  m a in  ce rem o n ie s  o f te n  c o s t a  lo t  o f  
m o n ey  a n d  re q u ire  h u g e  am o u n ts  o f  fo o d  an d  m an y  o th e r  o ffe rin gs. N o w a d a y s  m an y  
o f  th e  c o u n try s id e  areas in  C h in a  a re  still ve ry  p o o r  a n d  p eo p le  are  n o t a b le  to  a ffo rd  
th e  ce rem o n ie s . A s  a  re su lt m an y  trad itio n a l ritu a ls  h av e  slo w ly  d ie d  ou t. T h e  C h in e se  
o n  T h a ila n d  in  th e  o th e r han d , im p o rted  th e ir  cu ltu re , b u il t tem p le s  a n d  in  m a n y  cases  
g a in ed  w ea lth , th is  is w hy  th e y  a re  ab le  to  k eep  th e ir  ce rem o n ie s  a liv e  w h e n  th e y  h av e  
d isa p p e a re d  in  p arts  o f  C h ina . B o th  o f  th e  tem p les  k e p t m o s t o f  th e se  tra d itio n a l 
ritu a ls  f ro m  th e  so u th  o f  C h in a  an d  a re  ab le  to  h o ld  th e  c e rem o n ie s  w ith o u t fail.

4.3.7. Uniting the Chinese community
In  th e  ea rly  day s o f  th e  C h in e se  so c ie ty  in  T h a ila n d  th e  C h in ese  d id  n o t  hav e  

any  o rg an iza tio n . T he  h is to ry  o f  C h in e se  tem p le s  is  m u c h  o ld e r  th a n  th a t  o f  th e  
C h in e se  a sso c ia tio n s . T he  te m p le s  p la y e d  th e  ro le  th a t  th e  a sso c ia tio n  la te r  h a d  fo r  a  
lo n g  p e r io d  o f  tim e. T em p le  p la y e d  th e  ro le  o f  g a th e r in g  p eo p le , a lso  a  p la c e  to  f in d  
d o n a tio n  fo r  m o n e y  fo r ch a rity  (L ee , 20 02 :13 0). T h ey  w e re  so m etim es  e v e n  in v o lv e d  
w ith  p o litic s . T h e  C h in ese  tem p le s  w e re  u sed  as  a  g a th e r in g  p la c e  fo r  th e  se c re t 
soc ie ties . I n  H o ’s w o rk  she  p ro v e d  th a t m any  te m p le  item s  w e re  d o n a te d  f ro m  th e  
T ia n D iH u i (Tv k b # ) ,  o n e  o f  th e  b ig g e s t sec re t soc ie ties .
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T o b e  ab le  to  tru s t e a c h  o th e r  is a  key  th in g  in  th e  C h in ese  so c ie ty . I t  is th e  
fu n d am en ta l o f  th e  C h in ese  b u s in e ss  as w ell. O n ce  th ey  jo in  th e  sa m e  tem p le  a n d  th ey  
w ill b e  co n s id e r  th e  sam e  g ro u p  o f  people . T h ey  o f te n  h e lp  e a c h  o th e r  in  m an y  w ay s 
(S h ib a , 1995 :208). T he T rip le  R e fu g e  C erem o n y  h as  a  s ig n if ic an t m e a n in g  fo r  b o th  
tem p le s  to  u n ite  th e  peop le . O n ly  w h en  th e  lay p e o p le  jo in  th e  te m p le ’s T rip le  R efu g e  
C e rem o n y  th ey  w ill o ffic ia lly  b e c o m e  th e  d isc ip le  o f  th e  a b b o t a n d  th e  tem p le . T h e  
la y p eo p le  n o rm ally  o n ly  a tte n d  o n e  sp ec ific  te m p le ’s T rip le  R e fu g e  C e rem o n y . A fte r  
th e  c e rem o n y  th ey  w ill tru ly  b e c o m e  part o f  th e  te m p le ’s soc ie ty . T h e y  w ill o ften  
a tten d  th e  tem p le  m ore  re g u la rly  an d  b eco m e  m o re  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  te m p le  even t. 
O n e  52 y e a r  o ld  fem ale  sa id  sh e  a lso  re tak es  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  c e re m o n y  so m etim es. 
S h e  h as  a lso  tr ied  to  c o n v in c e  h e r h u sb an d  to  jo in  th e  ce rem o n y .

T h e  te m p le ’s re lig io u s  c e rem o n y  is a n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  th e  w ay  th a t  tem p le  
u n ite s  peo p le . E ach  ce rem o n y  n eed s  a  lo t o f  w o rk  fo r  th e  p rep a ra tio n , ta k in g  d ay s  to  
fin ish . T h e  U llam b an a  fe s tiv a l is a  v e ry  g o o d  ex am p le . T h e  fe s tiv a l re q u ire s  a  lo t o f  
o ffe rin g s . I t  req u ires  a  lo t o f  fo o d , fru its  an d  a lso  p a p e r  h o u se  (P ic tu re  3 .1 4 ), p ap e r  
lo tu s  b o a t, p ap e r-m o u n ta in s . T h o se  o ffe rin g s  a re  n o t ju s t  co stly  b u t a lso  re q u ire  a  lo t 
o f  tim e  a n d  e ffo rt to  m ake. T h o se  p ap e r  lo tu s b o a t an d  p a p e r  m o u n ta in s  w e re  all 
fo ld e d  b y  h an d  fro m  a  lo t o f  p ap e rs . E a c h  c e rem o n y  re q u ire s  th a t a ll  p e o p le  w o rk  
to g e th e r  in  o rd e r to  p ro d u ce  su ccessfu l re su lts .
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