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This study's objective was to study the physical, social and economic characteristics of the slums along 
Premprachakom canal, and find ways to solve the problems perceived by the residents (the squatters), or provide 
suggestions on how the problems could be dealt wilh. The technique used was descriptive survey, using 
questionnaires as data-collection tools. The data was analyzed using statistics, taking into account the 
interrelationship between the related factors. There were also interviews with the residents, the head of the slum 
community, and the agencies concerned.

The study found that the residents are of the opinion that the existing problems are problems of the 
community at large (86%). เท solving the problems, two main solutions are offered. One is to leave the slum if a new 
and better place is available (33%) while another group prefers to remain there but make improvements (51%). Those 
who wish to leave want to move into a place provided by the government, and sold on a long-term hire-purchase 
scheme. They want the government also to be responsible for the construction. Alternatively, the residents want to be 
allowed to construct the accommodation themselves. The residents also want the government to pay for the 
demolition of the old houses.
The criteria in choosing a new location are as follows:

1. convenience in commuting between working place-home.
2. utilities
3. neighbors and facilities

■ As for those who want to stay but wish to see improvements, their reasons are:
1. their feeling of attachment to the place where they have lived for a long time.
2. closeness to relatives
3. fear of a lack of utilities in the new place
They think that the improvement should be a joint-project between the government and the community. Both 

sides should get together in the planning and implementation of the solution to the problems of keeping the canal 
clean, maintaining order in the community in perfect order, and other social problems such as campaigning to make 
the community free from drugs, and the setting up of childcare and health care facilities , etc.

Considering the reason of each way and problem that will happen, it has been found that moving to the new 
residence is likely to affect the long-term solving problems of slum along the Premprachakom canal. It is considered 
that the community should be the important fundamental to solve problems, reguarding the residents opinion, the 
status of residence possesion, and residents economical status.
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