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Marine tourism is very prominent, but some activities and behaviors of tourists can cause deterioration to
coral reefs, which is one of the important resources for tourism. Tourism can pose severals problems to corals for examples,
anchoring of touristic boats on corals, accumulation of garbages, divers stand or walk on coral. Damage corals while diving,

hotels and resorts discharge waste water caused degradation in water quality.

Comparing the behavior of three types of divers, SCUBA divers, snorkellers and sea walkers which might cause
damage to the corals while diving, the results revealed that in 30 minutes diving interval each snorkeller touched coral or other
marine biota 1S times that more than SCUBA divers and sea walkers who touched 11 and 1 times, respectively. The touching by
snorkellers let to corals breakage up to 82.34%, only 0.78% by sea walkers, whereas SCUBA divers did not result in any notable

breakage.

Within the period of 5 years. Nang-Yuan lIsland, one of the most popular snorkelling site, living coral coverage
declined about 17% from what it used to be. contrast, at Chalok-Bankao Bay, which was less popular snorkelling site, the

percentage of living coral was on the contrary slightly increased.

Four selected areas, two coral communities in Thonglang and Sungwan beach at Larn Island, off Pattaya Chonburi
Province and two coral communities in Nang-Yuan lIsland and Chalok-Bankao Bay at Tao Island, Surathani Province, each site had
been opened up differently both in time and frequency in use. Four studied areas had almost same exlext of coral breakage
between 1.17-2.83 points per length of line 30 m. On the reef flat or shallow water zone divers alway standed on coral which
caused more breakage than divers who visited reef slope or deep zone. At Koh Larn, Pattaya, a popular touristic site, garbages
collected from coral communities area composed of glass bottles. More garbages were collected from Thonglang and Sungwan
beach, more visited by tourists than Nang-Yuan Island and Chalok-Bankao Bay. Moreover the detection of tar balls on the beaches
used for comparing the extent of pollution from boats revealed that little tar balls were found on Thonglang and Sungwan beach,
while no detection was reported from the beaches at Nang-Yuan Island and Chalok-Bankao Bay. As for the analysis of water quality,
total suspension solid, nitrate and phosphate at Thonglang and Sungwan beach which had more tourism activities and closer to the

mainland were slighly higher than the values obtained from Nang-Yuan Island and Chalok-Bankao Bay.
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