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This th esis  aim s at analyzing the structure of Thai folk literature particularly 
the literature based  on c h a k c h a k  w o n g w o n g  ta les -  Thai fairytales. The structural theory 
of folktale of Vladimir Propp, a Russian folklorist, will be used a s framework in analyzing 
61 folktales from all the regions in Thailand. The structure of folk literature in each  
region will be compared and the structure of Thai c h a k c h a k  w o n g w o n g  literature in 
general will be identified.

There are 3 kinds of plots in Thai c h a k c h a k  w o n g w o n g  stories. The first kind 
starts with the hero’s  childhood; the second , the hero’s  searching for a sp o u se  and the 
third, the hero a s  a married man. All the 3 kinds of plots are found in central Thai and 
southern Thai stories whereas only the first and the second kind of plots are found in 
northern and northeastern Thai stories. If we combine all the ep iso d es  found in all the 
3 plots, the seq u en ce  of Thai c h a k c h a k  w o n g w o n g  stories will be a s  follows: hero’s  
childhood, hero’s  searching for a sp ou se , hero’s  getting more women and last, hero’s  
returning home.

The th es is  finds out that there is a structure underlying and determining the 
seq u en ce  of the hero’s  behaviors in Thai folk literature in each region. When comparing 
the structure of folk literature in each region, we can decode and identify the common  
structure of Thai c h a k c h a k  w o n g w o n g  literature in general. The structure of Thai 
fairytales is different from that of Russian fairytales. We can thus conclude that the 
f a i r y t a l e s  in each culture has its own s t r u c t u r e  that determ ines the seq u en ce of hero’s 
behaviors in the stories, the sam e way as each l a n g u a g e  has its own g r a m m a r .
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