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The purpose of this descriptive study was to determing: knowledge, attitude, and practice on DOTS strategy of
the National Tuberculosis Programme (NTP) among health providers in Chonburi province. The study samples were
included all of 1805 health providers in Chonburi. The pre-tested self- administration questionnaires were used. The data
were collected during 7 January to 10 March, 2000. There were 1508 respondents (response rate 83.5%), consisted of
209 direct TB control providers and 1299 general health providers.

The results of the study showed that the health providers were female more than male (5.4:1). The mean age
was 34.95 years. The majority of them got bachelor degree (61.6%). Most of them were working in provincial hospitals,
community hospitals and health centers (38.1%, 32.7% and 24.8%, respectively). Average of period of work was 12.98
years. Most of them were nurses (64.2%), service providers (79.2%), not trained ~ DOTS strategy (88.6%), and general
health providers (86.1%).

Regarding knowledge and attitude of health providers, there were statistically significant differences (p<.05) by
sex, age groups, peoriod of work, position, trained-DOTS, and direct TB control providers, except place of work and main
duty for knowledge : and education, place of work, and main duty for attitude. The knowledge and attitude of those who
work as direct TB control providers and who were not, were statistically significant differences (p<.05) in all groups of
activities : case-finding, treatment, and follow up. Interns of practice, there were statistically significant differences (p<.05)
by place of work, position and main duty. Further analysis found that there was no effect on overall DOTS practice from
the training, except statistically significant difference (p<.05) on the case-finding activities. Although there was no
significant differences in the groups of treatment and follow-up activities, the depth analysis showed that there were
statistically significant differences (p<.05) in some specific DOTS activities such as arranged DOTS treatment for TB
patients, explained DOTS strategy to TB patients and observers, home visit for 2-day non-compliance, periodic reporting,
supervision, and TB control assessment and planning. For more efficient implementation of DOTS strategy, three least
performed activities (<20%) showed the continuing educational needs of the TB control providers such as: supervision
(11.0%), periodic reporting (11.5 %) and drug package ( 19.1%) thatshould develop rapidly.

This study revealed that the health providers especially those TB control providers need to be strengthen
their knowledge, attitude and practice on DOTS strategy according to the NTP through continuous training and
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