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Message from the President

For the past 75 years, Chulalongkorn University Auditorium has proudly stood as the
university’s symbol. It has been used as the venue for countless activities and events,
for our own academic community as well as other organizations. Ceremonies and
activities held at the Auditorium are always memorable, nourishing and enhancing C.U.
campus life to its full extent.

Despite the constant maintenance and improvements, the Auditorium recently
underwent a major renovation. Given its age and physical features, the building was
thoroughly modernized so that it will remain with Chulalongkorn University and the Thai
society well into the future.

To celebrate the University’s entering into the second century in 2017, C.U. community
has contributed 63,100,616.00 baht towards the total budget of 242,670,120.00 baht
needed for the renovation of the Auditorium. The historical and architectural aspects
of the building are maintained, while functionality and building systems are updated,
ready for the forthcoming century.

On behalf of Chulalongkorn University, | wish to thank everyone for supporting the
Auditorium renovation project. With this concerted effort, the University has fulfilled
contributors’ wish with the completion of the renovation in 2015. Chulalongkorn
University Auditorium will thus remain a fine reflection of the dawn and development
of higher education in Thailand, well into our second century.

Professor Pirom Kamolratanakul, M.D.
President
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Message from the Vice President

Chulalongkorn University is well aware of the uniqueness of the Auditorium, as well as
its importance to university students and staffs, since the building’s inauguration in 1939.
Students begin their C.U. life at this building, performing ceremonies of initiation, paying
homage to the instructors, as well as many other activities, concluding with the annual
convocation ceremony.

After years of intensive use, the Auditorium had deteriorated through time. Accordingly,
the university undertook a major renovation project, to increase the building’s capacity
and to improve its physical conditions, including the foundation work on the entire
ground floor, all building systems, interior decoration, landscape design, parking, grading,
and drainage work. The grounds around the Auditorium were also extensively improved,
in conjunction with the general renovation of the road system on campus.

As the renovation project was successfully completed, the university wishes to thank in
particular Phao Suwansaksri, National Artist in Visual Arts (Thai Architecture), the chief
architect who led the team of faculty members of the Thai Architecture Program, the
Faculty of Architecture, and the Faculty of Engineering, in the improvement of the
building’s architectural and engineering features. Chulalongkorn University Auditorium is
now ready to accommodate functional needs of the students, faculty members and
staff, and to stand tall and proud as the university symbol, well into the future.

Associate Professor Boonchai Stitmannaithum, D.Eng.
Vice President
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Introduction

Since the completion of its construction in 1939, Chulalongkorn University Auditorium
has been one of the university’s most iconic buildings. The building was designed by
Phra Sarotrattananimman (Sarote Sukkhayang), who collaborated with Phra Phromphichit
(Ou Labhanonda), who provided the decorative designs in traditional Thai style. The
rectangular building is oriented westward, toward the campus entrance on Phya Thai
Road. The east and west facades are adorned with graceful pillars, while the building’s
length is oriented to receive maximum north-south wind. The reinforced concrete
structure has elaborate gable roof that is covered with glazed terracotta tiles. The front
staircase leads up to the main reception hall, on top of which is the 70-seat conference
room, as well as smaller rooms for meetings and pre-functions. Directly beyond lies the
grand space of the main Auditorium; the proscenium walls adorned with large oil
portraits of H.M. King Chulalongkorn and H.M. King Vajiravudh, the august founders of the
university.

Through the decades, the Auditorium has been maintained, with some alterations to the
original design. In 1957, natural ventilation was improved through the modification of the
side walls. Panels of ventilating blocks were installed, in conjunction with the long
covered porches on the north and south sides, which provided the building with
additional space. In 1984 the building became air-conditioned, and the interior of the
main auditorium was completely overhauled. Stage floors were combined into one,
while seats on the balcony were raised up for better visibility. Ceiling materials were
replaced, while the decorative designs carefully preserved. Restrooms and pre-function
rooms were also added.

In 2002, the Association of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage granted
Chulalongkorn University Auditorium with its conservation award, in recognition of the
building’s importance in Thai architectural history, as well as the excellent state of its
maintenance. Nevertheless, in 2015 the university undertook yet another major

volszuIaINItluvTIne St



renovation of the Auditorium. To maximize seating capacity, the side porches were
enclosed with glass walls and merged into the main space. On the main floor, all seats
were replaced, while the stage was enlarged. All building systems were improved. A
royal lounge was also added on the upper floor south of the stage, accessible by a new
elevator, which also served the conference room on the same floor. With this latest
conservation and refurbishment, the Auditorium will continue its role as both the main
venue for various university functions, and Chulalongkorn University’s icon, through the
next century in our university’s history.

Professor Lersom Sthapitanonda
Presidential Advisor
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