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2111 .. 1300

Half way along the road we have to go,
I found myself obscured in a great forest,
Bewildered, and | knew | had lost the way.
Inferno 1 1-3.

70

1265 .. 1300

The time was the beginning of the morning;

And the was climbing in company with those stars
Which were with him when the divine love

First set those lovely thing in motion;

Inferno 1.37-40.
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And somehow it managed to stay in front of me
In such a manner that it blocked my way so much
That | was often forced to turn back the road | had come.

Inferno 1 34-36.

When he came, he made his way towards me
With head high, and seemed ravenously hungry,
So that the air itself was frightened of him;

Inferno 1 46-48.

And a she-wolf, who seemed, in her thinness,
To have nothing but eXCessive appetites,
And she has already made many miserable.

Inferno 1 49-51.



. 1300

21.13 '

While | rushed headlong to the lower slopes,
Before my eyes a man offered himself,
One who, for long silence, seemed to be hoarse.

Inferno 1 61-63.



(Limbo)

when three such ladies care for you in heaven,
Busying themselves about you in that court
And | report so promisingly to you?'

Inferno 2. 124-126.

'How generous she was to give her assistance!
And how courteous you were, to obey her so quickly,
And she proffered her help and spoke the truth!
My heart is now so set in its desire
To come with you and it is your words that have done this
That | am back again with my first intention.
Inferno 2. 133-138.

212 *
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(Lucifer)

(retaliation)

21211

(Justice of God, God’s mercy™J (Vestibule of Hell)

‘Through me you go into the city of weeping;
Through me you go in to the eternal pain;

Through me you go among the lost people



Justice is what moved my exalted Maker;

The world does not remember them at all.
Mercy and justice treat them with contempt:

Let us not talk about them . Look and pass on.’

21212 9

(Sin of the Appetites)

(violence) (fraud) (treachery)

2 196.

Inferno 3. 1-4.

Inferno 3. 49-51.



They have committed no sin, and if they have merits,
That is not enough, because they are not baptised,
Which all must be to enter the faith which is yours.
And if lived before the Christian era,

They did not adore God as he should be adored:

(John the Baptist)

| understood it is to this torment
That are cOndemned those who Sin In the flesh
And let their reason give way to their wishes.

Inferno 4. 34-38.

Inferno 5. 37-39.

12
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I was in the third circle, where it rains
Eternally, icily and implacably;

Weight and direction are invariable.

Great hailstones, muddy water, mixed with snow,
Fall through the darkened air without respite;
They rot the ground they fall on, and it stinks.

Inferno 6. 7-12.

He answered: ‘The whole lot of them were crossed-eyed,
So to Speak, in their minds, In their first life,

And did not know how to spend moderately.
Inferno 7. 40-42.



In his life he was full of arrogance:

And no good act embellishes his memory;
Therefore his shadow here is furious.

How many up there, think themselves great kings

Who here will wallow in the mire like pigs

Leaving behind them nothing but infamous horrors

In this part we shall find the burial place
Of Epicurus and all his followers,

For whom the soul dies when the body dies.

Inferno 8. 46-51.

Inferno 10. 13-15.

14
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Force may be USed against God, one's self or one's neighbour,

And against what belongs to each of them,

As you will hear openly explained.

But fix your eyes on that valley, we are approaching

The river of blood in which everyone boils

Who does harm to his neighbour by violence.'

(Centaurs)

(Phlegethon)

Inferno 11. 31-33.

Inferno  12. 46-48.
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Like others, we shall looks for our mortal bodies,
But none of us will ever put his on again;
It is not just for a man to have what he takes from himself.

Inferno 13. 103-105.

They fixed their teeth in the one who was hunched up
And then tore him to pieces, shred by shred,
And carried off the limbs, which were still hurting.

Inferno 13. 127-129

Saying: 'That one was one of the seven kings
Who beseiged Thebes; he held and $eems to hold
God in contempt, and treats him as not worth much;

Inferno 14. 68-70.



2
'0 my dear son,1lhesaid, 'if one of this troop
Stops for a moment, he lies for a hundred years

Without protection from the fire that strikes him.

Their grief was bursting forth out of their eyes;
Their hand kept going here and there to shield them

Now from the fire, now from the hot ground:

17

Inferno 15. 37-39.

Inferno 17. 46-48.
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10

8*

10

This latter mode CUtS only the bond of love
Which nature of itself establishes;

And so there are, lodged in the second circle,
Hypocrisy, flatterers, and those who delude,
Falsify, thieving and simony,

Pimps, trouble-makers, and all such like scum.

10

10

While he was speaking one of the devils struck him

With his long whip, and said to him 'Go on,

78 1%

Inferno 11. 55-60.



Pimp, you'll make no money from women here.'

And he then shaking the top of his head:
'So low | have been sunk hy the flatteries

Which my tongue was never tired of saying,’

3

0 Simon Magus, and his wretched followers,

Who turn the things of God - which ought to he
Married to goodness- in your rapacity

For gold and silver, into prostitutes;

Now is the time to sound the trumpet for you,

Because you are stationed in the third cleft.

Inferno 18. 64-66.

Inferno 18. 124-126.

Inferno 19. 1-6.

19



So that the head was turned, back to front,
And they were therefore obliged to walk backwards,

No longer being able to look the other way.

| SaW it, but | could S€€ nothing in it
Except the bubbles which the boiling sent up,
The rising of the whole, and its subsidence.

1 ' (Jim 2
250), %,

Inferno 20. 13-15.

Inferno 21. 19-21.

20
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Outside, they are gilded so that they are dazzling;
But inside all lead, and so heavy
That in comparision Frederick's were like straw.

Inferno 23. 64-66.

Never was 'o' or 7 written so quickly

As he caught fire and burnt, and turned to ashes
Which fell together and showered to the ground;
And when he was in this manner destroyed,
The dust collected itself without assistance

And suddenly returned to the same shape.

Inferno 24. 100-105.



My escort, when he saw me so attentive,
said: 'In each fire there is a spirit;
Each one is wrapped in what is burning him.’

Inferno  26.

And all the others you see in this place

Were instigators of scandal and of schism,
When they were alive, and so they are split here.
There is a devil behind here who hacks at us
So cruelly, with cuts of his sword,

And hacks again, everyone of our kind,

Every time we come round this road again;

Inferno 28. 34-40.

10 10
10

22

46-48.
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The spirits languishing in fault heaps.

One lay on another's stomach, another on the shoulders
Of somebody else, and some of them went creeping
As best they could along the deary road.

Inferno 29. 66-69.

10

10

(Cocytus)

(Lucifer)

1 (Caina)
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They came out of one body; and all Caina
You could search though, without finding a shade

Deserving more to be fixed in this icy place;

Inferno 32. 58-60.

(Cain) (Abel)

2 (Antenora)

'And who are you, who go through Antenora,’
He answered, 'striking other people's cheek?

If I were still alive | would not stand it.'

Inferno 32. 88-90.

(Antenor)

3 (Ptolomaea)

For Ptolomaea has this privilege,
That often times a Soul may sink down here

Before Atropos sends it on its way.
Inferno 33. 124-126.



(Ptolemy)

4 (Judeccal

Some lying flat, and some of them upright,
One on his head, another on his feet;

Another, like a bow, bent foot to face.

(Judas)

30

5 (Satan.Lucifer!

Inferno 34. 13-15.

25



" ( Revelation)

26

Tl \

(Michael)

" (Cirinthians) “



The Emperor of the kingdom of pain

Had half his chest sticking out of the ice;

| am nearer to being as tall as the giants (...)
If he was a beautiful as he now is ugly

And get dared to rebel against his maker,

Well may be he the source of air mourning.

27

LT

Inferno 34. 28-38..., 34-36.



On this side he fell down from heaven;

And the land which before rose on this side,
Through fear of him, covered itself with sea
And came into our hemisphere; and so perhaps
That which can still be seen here fled from him,

Leaving an empty space and rushing upwards.’

Inferno 34. 121-126.

28



2.1.2.2

(Lete)

21221

Go therefore now, and put on him a girdle
Of simple rush, and wash his face, so that

Every trace of filth is removed from it;

* 9 10 200-201.
/

( , 2537),

(

y
124.

(Eunone)

29



Purgatorio 1 94-96.

What negligence, and what dawdling is there here?

Run to the mountain and strip the outer skin
Which stops God being manifest to you.'

(Cato)

True it is, he Who dies in contumacy

Of Holy Church, although at last he repents,
Has then to stay here, below the slope,

For thirty times as long as he persisted
In his presumption, unless this decree

Is made shorter by efficacious prayers.

Purgatorio 2 .121-123.

30



Purgatorio 3.136-141.

Before that happens the heavens must revolve around me,
With me outside here, as often as they did in my life,
Because | postponed repentence to the end;

Purgatorio 4. 130-132.

We all are people who met @ violent death,
And were all sinners up to the last hour:

Purgatorio 5. 52-53.

| saw souls sitting there and they were singing
'Salve Regina' on the green and the flowers;
I had not seen them till we were in the valley.

Purgatorio 7. 82-84.



2.12.1.2

1 2530),

172
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Seven p's he traced upon my forehead
With the point of his sword, and said: '9e¢ that you wash
Those wounds, when you are in here'

Purgatorio 9. 112-114.

33
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1 (The Proud)

And her attitude was marked with this words:
Ecce ancilla Dei, as distinctly
As any figure stamped upon wax

Purgatorio 10. 43-45.

"Ecce ancilla Domini;
fiat wihi secundum verbum tuum." (Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me

according to thy word.)ll

Dante Alighieri,r/ie Divine Comedy. Vol. 2 Purgatorio; notes by L.H. Lynn
(Nebraska : Cliffs notes, 1964), pp. 90-91.

11 Dante Alighieri, The Diving Comedy. Vol. 2 Purgatorio, trans. with a commentary by Charles .
Singleton (New Jersey: Princeton University, 1973), p. 203,



And here | must bear this weight among the dead,
Until | have given satisfaction to God
Since | would not bear it among the living;

Purgatorio 11. 70-72.

| saw him who was created nobler
Than any other creature, falling from heaven,
Down like a thunderbolt, on one side;

Purgatorio 12. 25-27.

While we were turning our bodies there
Voices were singing: * Beati pauperes spiritu,’
And no word can tell how sweety they sang.

Purgatorio 12. 109-111

“ ”

35



(“Blessed are the poor in spirits,”) 2

2 (The Envious)

The first voice which passed by WS in flight
N\ /: 1
Said with great clearness : Vmum non habent,

And continued repeating those words behind us.

Purgatorio 13. 28-30.

" ("They have no wine")3 6
( y

The Holy Bible (New York: Thomas Nelsons and Sons, 1953),p. 4.
131bid. p. 105,

36



The spirits seemed to be dressed in coarse sackcloth,
Supporting one another with their shoulders

And all of them supported against the bank.(...)

For all had their eyelids threaded and sewn up

By an iron wire, as is done to wild hawks

Because they refuse to remain still as they should.

Purgatorio 13. 58-60...,70-72.

(Cain and Abel)

When we have gone a little way on our own,
It was as if lightning split the air,
And a voice hit US with the words:

'Every one that findeth me shall slay me’

Purgatorio 14. 130-133.

We climbed up, having already moved on,

37



And 'Beati miséricordes!” was sung

From behind uvs, and 'Rejoice in the victory!

the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.’) 4

3 (The Wrathful!

There was a woman who was about to enter,
Saying with the gentle demeanor of a mother.

4 TheHoly Bible,p.4.

38

Purgatorio 15. 37-39.

" (‘Blessed one
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'My son, why hast thou thus dealt with us?
Behold, thy father and | have sought thee sorrowing,

Purgatorio 15. 88-91

Never made so thick a veil over my sight
As that smoke which covered US in that place,
Nor ever prickled so roughly to the touch;

Purgatorio 16. 4-6.

(Juno ) (Alecto ) ( Erinyes )
(Amata)

(Tumus)

There arose in my vision a young girl,
Bitterly weeping, and saying 'O queen,
Why, through anger, did you do away with yourself?

Purgatorio 17. 34-36.
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| felt near me as it were the movement of wings,
And a wind in my face, and a voice said: 'Beati
Pacifici, who are without evil anger:
Purgatorio 17. 67-69.
" ("Blessed

are the peacemakers , for they shall called sons of God.")5

4 IThe Slothfull

5 TheHoly Bible,p. 4.
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They were soon upon US, because the whole company,
Great as it was, was moving at a run;
And the two in front were calling amidst weeping:

‘Mary went into the hill country with haste;

Purgatorio 18.97-100.

(Elisabeth)

'Hurry! Hurry! and let no time be lost
Though lack of love,' the other cried as they followed,
‘And zeal for good will make grace green again.’

Purgatorio 18. 103-105.

They were saying, as they followed the rest 'The people for whom
The Red Sea opened, were dead before the Jordan

Saw their children come and sit down by it.

Purgatorio 18.133-135.



4

Then he moved his feathers and fanned S as
He affirmed 'Quilugenf to be blessed
Because their souls were to be comforted.

Purgatorio 19.49-51

" (“ Blessed are they that mourn: for they

shall be comforted.” Mourn: for they shall be comforted.”) 6

5 (The Covetous!

15 The New Testament the Authorized on King James Version 0f 1611 with an introduction by John
Drudy (London: David Cambell Publishers, 1998),p.6.
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| saw people upon it who were weeping,
Lying on the ground flat upon their faces.
‘Adhaesit pavinento anima mea,’

Purgatorio 19. 71-73.

" (‘My soul cleaves to the dust; revive me according to thy word?)T7

119

It was followed by: 'You were in such poverty,
As may be seen by that poor stable where
You were delivered of your holy burden.l1

Purgatorio 20. 22-24.

Then we tell again of Pygmalion,
Whose desire for gold was so ravenous
It made him traitor, thief and parricide,

Purgatorio 20. 103-105.

Y The Holy Bible, p. 644.
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And declared those who hunger and thirst after righteousness
To be blessed, and he had accomplished that

With no other words than a Sitiunt.

Purgatorio 22. 4-6.

" (‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be

satisfied.) B

ml

6 (The Gluttonous)

And then said ‘'Mary gave more thought to how
The wedding feast should be completed with honour

Than to her own mouth which now answers for you.

Purgatorio 22. 142-144.

* hid. p.d.
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Desire to drink and eat is begun in B
By the scent issuing from the apple and the spray
Which so spreads itself over the foliage.

Purgatorio 23. 67-69.

'Remember’, he said ‘Those accurt cretures,
Formed in the clouds, who, having more than enough,
Attacked Theseus, half horses and half human;

Purgatorio 24. 121-124.

(Theseus)

And | heard a voice 'Blessed are those whom grace
Has so enlightened that the appetite

Does not inflame desire excessively



But let them always hunger as much as is just!

T (The Lustful)

After that hymn had come to an end
They shout aloud: 'Virum non cognosco’,

Then they began the hymn again, softly.

For along the middle of the burning track
Came the opposite way from the others

And they made me pause and look with wonder.

Purgatorio 24. 151-154.

Purgatorio . 25. 127129.

Purgatorio.26.28-30.

46



(Sodom and Gomorrah)

As soon as they break off the friendly greeting,
Before they have taken another step

They all call out as loundly as they can

The new lot of people: 'Sodom and Gomorrah";

Purgatorio. 26. 37-40.

He stood out of the flames, upon the bank,
And he was singing 'Beati mundo corde!’
In a voice which was far more alive than ours.

Purgatorio 27. 7-9.

" (‘Blessed are the

pure in heart for they shall see God")B

9The New Testament the Authorized on King James Version of1611 p. 6.
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The supreme good, who pleases only himself,
Made man good and for good, and this place
Was given as an earnest of eternal peace,
Through man's default he did not stay here long;
Though his default he changed honest laughter

And sweet play for sorrow and for sweat.

D , ( : , 2518),

( Mathilda)

Purgatorio 28. 91-96.

210.

49



Doubt of some kind may keep you wondering;
But the psalm Delectasti gives light

Which can clear the mist from your understanding.

92

| heard everybody murmur ‘Adam’;

92

Purgatorio 28.79-81.

'13

50



Then they encircled a tree despoiled

In all its boughs, of foliage of any kind.

Purgatorio 32. 37-39.

Displaying a colour which was less that of roses
Than that of violets, the tree renewed itself,

Although before the boughs had been so bare.

Purgatorio 32. 58-60.

The sacred construction, thus transformed,
Put out heads from its different parts,
Three over the prow and one on each side.
Purgatorio 32. 142-144.

7

. 1309

4

Then full of suspicion and make cruel by rage,

He loosed the monster, and dragged it though the wood,
Which made that the only shield | had

From the harlot and the new monstrosity.

51
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Purgatorio 32. 157-160.

3 (River Lethe . River Eunoe)

4 ) (Pison) (Gihon)

(Tigris) ( Euphrates)

4
She pulled me out, and conducted me all wet,
Into the midst of the four lovely dancers;

And each one of them put her arm over me.

, 2

Purgatorio 31. 103-105.



We will lead you to her eyes; but the three there
Will sharpen yours to the happy light within them,

For they see more than me do.

| came back from that most sacred of stream;
Made afresh, as new tree are renewed

With their new foliage, and so 1 was

Clear and ready to go up to the stars.

Purgatorio 31. 109-111.

Purgatorio

33. 142-145.

53
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7 5 1 2
3 4 5
2123 *
, ' (Ptolemy”
(The Almagest)
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 (Fixed
Stars)
18
6
1 2 3
18
p<)
8
(Priraum Mobile)
8
9

(The Emperean)

* I 13 202-208,
3 Ruth Mohl, “Ptalermy,” Collier Encyclopaedia vol. 19(1992) : 480-482.
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(Faith)

Our affections, which were inflamed only
In what gives pleasure to the Holy Spirit,

Are glad to be pleased as he disposes.

And this condition which seems so lowly a one

55



Is given to Us because, there was neglect
Of our vows, in some respect unfulfilled.'

(Hope)

This little star is studded with good spirits
Who exerted themselves in order to acquire
Honour and reputation;

And when the desire lean in that direction,

A little out of course, it must happen that

The rays of true love rise less full of life.

(Love!

56

Purgatorio 3. 49-54.

Purgatorio 6. 112-117.
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And already the life of that holy light

Had turned back to the with which it was filled
As to be good which is so much to everything.

Alas, you deceived souls and impious creatures

Who twist your hearts away from the good so done,
Turning your faces towards vanity!

Paradiso 9. 7-12.

(Prudence)



Such, in that place, was the fourth family
Of high father, who eternally contents them,

Showing how he breathes forth and how he begets.

(Courage)

There by that obscene people | was
Unwound from the deceits of this world

The love of which corrupts so many souls;

And came from martyrdom to this peace’

Paradiso 10.49-51.

Paradiso 15. 145-148.

58



(Justice)

it began: 'FOr being just and merciful
I am exalted here to this glory

Which is not to be achieved by wanting it;

(Moderation!

So he began again the third discourse;

And then, continuing, said: ‘In that place

| gave myself so solidly to God's service
That with nothing but lenten foods | passed

Paradiso 19. 13-15.

59



Cheerfully though both hot and freezing weather,
Contented with contemplative thoughts.

Paradiso 21. 112-117.

(Faith)

12

And | replied: 1 believe in one God,
Sole and eternal, who moves all the heavens

60



With love and desire, and is himself unmoved. (...)
And 1 believe in three eternal person, and these
| believe one essence, unity and trinity,

So that singular and plural are combined.

Paradiso 24. 130-132...,139-141.

(Hope)

1 said : "Hope is a certain expectation
Of future glory, and it is the product
Of divine grace and of precedent merits.

Paradiso 25. 67-69.

(Love)



Therefore it is to the Essence so superaboundant
That every good which has an existence outside it
Is nothing more than a light from its radiance,
Rather than to any other object of love,

That must be moved the mind of everyone

Who see the truth on which this proof is founded

9

(Primum Mobile)

Paradiso 26. 31-36.
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Not to obtain any more good himself,

Which is impossible, but so that his splendour
Might as it shone back, declare: "I am"

In his eternity beyond time, and beyond

All other comprehension, as it pleased him,

The eternal love opened out in new loves.

( Emperean)

Their faces were all of living flame,
Their wings of gold, the rest was all white.
To a degree which snow never reached.

When they went into the flower, from tier to tier

63

Paradiso 29. 13-18.
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They offered some of that peace and ardour
They had acquired in their flight.
Paradiso 31. 13-18.

I

/1]
On one side, where the flower is in bloom
With on its petals, you will see seated
Those whose heliefs was that Christ would come.
On the others side, on which the semicircles
Are broken by empty places here and there,
Are those who looked towards the Christ who had come.

Paradiso 32. 22-27.

(Messiah)

/1

49-50.
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“ (The Comedy)

2131

" (Mark)

12

12

117.
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After that hymn had come to an end
They shouted alound: ‘Virum non cognosco’;

Then they began the hymn again, solfly.

You would have sworn that he was saying: ‘Ave!’,
For there also was the image of her

Who turned the keys to open the exalted love;
And her attitude was marked with those word;

Ecce ancilla Dei,...

It was followed by: ‘You were in such poverty,
As may be seen by that poor table where

You are delivered of your holy burden

Purgatorio 25. 127-129.

Purgatorio 10. 40-44.
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Purgatorio 20. 22-24.

12

Saying with the gentle demeanor of a mother
‘My son, why hast thou dealt with US?
Behold thy father and | have sought thee sorrowing,’

Purgatorio 15. 89-91.

The first voice which passed by US in flight
Said with great clearness: ‘Vinum non habent,’

Purgatorio 13. 28-29.
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Look now upon the face which resembles
That of Christ, because ONly its brightness
Can make you capable of seeing Christ’

For us here you are a Midday blaze

Of |0V6; and down there, among mortals,

vou are the ever-living spring of hope.

Lady, you are so great, and have such power,
That whoever seeks grace without recourse to you

Is like someone wanting to fly without wings.

68

Paradiso 32. 85-87.

Paradiso 33. 10-15.



251.

2132

4-5

2 ( 533) 3

In the profundity of the claer substance

Of the deep light, appeared to me three circles

Of three colour and equal circumference;

And the first seemed to be reflected by the second,
As a rainbow by a rainbow, and the third

Seemed like a flame breathed equally from hoth.

Paradiso 33. 115-120.

34.

i , ! W ( : , 2527),
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At this point high imagination failed;
But already my desire and my will

Were being turned like a wheel, all at one speed,

By the love which moves the  and the other stars.

Paradiso 33. 142-145.
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So | transformed by that restless animal
Who came against me, and gradually drove me down,
Back to region where the is silent.

Inferno 1. 58-60.

. 1300

Look at the animal which made me turn back;

Help me to handle her, you are famous for wisdom,

Inferno 1. 88-89.

Among whom you may climb, but if you do,



It will be with @ Spirit more worthy than | am;
With her 1 will leave you, when | depart:

Inferno 1. 121-123.

o Muses! o profound inclination, help me!
o Memory, which recorded what | saw,

Here will be shown what there is noble in you.

(Muses)

But I, why should | go there ? By those permission?
| am NOt Aeneas, neither am | Paul:
Neither | nor others think that | deserve it.

No longer wait for words or signs from me
Your will is free, just, as it should be,
And not to follow it would be a fault:

| leave you master of your body and soul."

Inferno 2. 7-9.

Inferno 2. 31-33.
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Purgatorio 27. 139-142.

You have brought me from servitude
To Iiberty, though all those ways and means

Which you had it in your power to use.

Paradiso 31. 85-87.
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'Now turn your back and cover up your face;

If the Gorgon appear and you catch sight of her
You will never go back to the world again:

So my master said: and he himself turned me round;
And, not relying on what my hands would do,

He covered my face with his own hands also.

'Oh who clear every obscure perception,
You give such satisfaction when you enlighten me

That, not less than knowledge, doubt is agreeable.

(Aeneicl)

Inferno 9. 55-60.

Inferno 11.91-93.

75



And our adversaries slammed the door
In the face of my master, who stayed outside,

And turn himself towards me with slow steps.

Then my lord, as if lost in wonderment,
Said: 'Lead US, therefore, where you say

We could rest and pass the time with delight.'

And he to me: 'What reason may discern
In this matter; I can tell you ; for the rest
Wait for Beatrice, for it is a point of faith .

76

Inferno 8. 115-117.

Purgatorio 7. 61-63.

Purgatorio 18. 46-48.



And said: 'You have seen the temporal fire , my son,
And the eternal; and you have come to a place

Where 150f myself, can see no further.

Over the white veil, crowned with olive,
A lady came to me, under her green cloak

Clothed in the colour of flame.

77

Purgatorio 27. 127-129.



And she did not smile; but, 'If | smiles,1
She began, ' You would become as was
Semele when she was turned to ashs;

For if my beauty, which light up the more,
(As you have seen) the higher was ascend

Upon the stairs of the eternal palace,

(Ananias)
For the lady who is conducting you here,
Through this divine territory, has in her looks

The power Ananias had in his hand.1

Purgatorio 30. 31-33.

Paradiso 21.4-9.

78



She went on, looking and speaking like a guide
Who does not waste time: 'We have emerged now
From the largest body to the heaven of simple light:
Intellectual light, full of love;

Love of the true good, full of happiness;

Happiness which transcends any sweetness.

79

Paradiso 20. 10-12.

Paradiso 30. 37-42.
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4 fCiacco)

He said to me: 'After an age of squabbles,

They will come to bloodshed, and the provincial party
Wi ill drive the others out and do it viciously.

After which, that party is bound to fall

Within three summers; and the other come on top,
with the help of one WNO keeps an ambiguous course.

Inferno 6. 64-69.

. 1300

1301

600

3] Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy. Inferno, trans. Singleton,! New Jersey

Princeton University Press, 1970),p. 102.



5 (Farinata degli Uberti)

Then said: They were fiercely in opposition
To me and my ancestors and my party,

So that on tW0 0CCaSIONS | scattered them.

'If they were driven out, they came back
From wherever they were, hoth times,’ | said;

But yours have not Well learned that trick.'

. 1248 . .1260

. 1251 SR e

. . 1304
But before flfty Moons have lighted up

The face of that lady who reighs here,

You will yourself know what that trick is worth.

1304

81

Inferno 10.46-51.

23

Inferno 10. 79-81.



6 (Lotto degli Agin

Gather them to the foot of this sad bush.

I was of the city which changed its first patron
For John the Baptist; for which reason the first
Will always try his tricks to make it grieve;

(Brunetto Latini)

Will, for you doing well, be hostile to you.
And, natually, because the mountain ash

Is no fit company for the sweet fig tree.

82

Inferno 13. 142-145.

Inferno 15. 64-66.

. 1302
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They have long had a name on earth for being blind;
A greedy race, envious besides and proud;
With their ways you have nothing to do.

Inferno 15. 67-69.

8 (Vanni Fuccf)

Listen while | declare this prophecy:

Pistoia is first of all cleared of the Blacks

And then Florence renews her people and laws. (...)
There will be fighting on the Campo Picen:

So the mist will suddenly be dispersed

In such a manner that the Whites will suffer.

And | have said that because it should hurt you.'

Inferno 24. 142-144...,148-151.

. 1301

(Campo Piceno)

.l) Ibid., 423.
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Rejoice, Florence, seeing you are so great
That oversea and land you flap your wings,
And your name is widely known in hell!
Among the thieves | found five of them,
Your citizens, enough to make me ashamed,
And you get no great honour by that.

Inferno 26. 1-6.

10 (Adam of Brescia)

If | spoke false, you falsified the coins,’
Said Sinon; 'and | am here for one fault,
And you , for more than any other devil!,

Inferno 30. 115-117.

1281
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11 (Bocca degli Abatil

'Now,' | said, there is no need for you to speak,

You fl|thy traitor; for now, and to your shame,

I will take back a true report of you.

Inferno 32. 109-111.

12 (Marco Lombardo)

There are laws, but who puts his hand to them?

No one, hecause the shepherd who goes ahead

May chew the cud, but this hooves are not parted; (...
One has put out the other; and the sword is combined
With the pastoral crook, the two held together,

It must of necessity be that things ¢o badly;

Because, combined, one does not fear the other:

Purgatorio 16. 97-99...,109-112.

8 . . 1302

85
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13 (Forese Donat!)

In which the impudent women of Florence
W ill be preached against from the pulpit because
They go about Showing their breasts to the nipples.

Purg.23. 100-102.

Now go,' he said ; 'for the one who is most at fault,
| see dragged at the tail of an animal

Towards the valley where no one is justified.

The animal goes faster with every step,

Accelerating until it makes and end of him

And leaves his body miserably disfigured

Purgatorio 24. 82-87.

. 1308

) lbid.,p. 621
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14 (Folquet of Marseilles)

Your city, which was planted by him

Who first turned his back upon his maker

And the envious ways of which are so grieved for,
Produces and diffuses that cursed flower

Which has sent both sheeps and lambs astray,
Because it has turned the shepherd into a wolf.

Paradiso 10. 127-132.

15 (Venedico Caccianemico)

87



It was | who induced the beautiful
Ghisola to do what the Marquis wanted,

However discreditable the story may sound.

Inferno 18. 55-57.

16 (Bonturo Dati)

To that city | have so well supplied:
Everyman there is a crook, except Bonturo;
There they make Yeses and Noes, and do it for money.’
Inferno 21.40-42.

.1300

17 (Buoso da Doveral

The thing he weeps for here is Frenchman's money;
"l saw," you could say, "that man from Duera,

There where the sinners find it rather cool."

88
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Inferno 32. 115-117.

18 (Gianni dei Soldanieri)

Gianni de Soldanier, | think, is further,
With Ganellone and that Tebaldello,

Who opened up Faenza while they slept.

Inferno 32. 121-123.

. .1266

19 (Jacopo del Cassero)
1
There where | thought | should be most secure:
The prince of Este had it done, he was angry
a Dante Alighieri, The DMne Gamedly trans. Sisson ( Oxford  Oxford University

Press, 1993),p. 568.
P Dante Alighieri, TreDMne Gavedy. Infemo, trans. Singleton,p. 600.
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With me beyond what could be held just.

Purgatorio 5. 76-78.

. .12983

20 (Buonconte da Montefeltro)

And | to him 'What violence or what chance
Led you so far astray from Campaldino,
That your place of burial was never known?'
Purgatorio 5.91-93.

. 1289

3 Dante Alighieri, Tre Divine Caredy, trans. Sisson, p. 581-582.
3 Ibid.p. 582.



21 7 (Guglielmo 71

The one who stands lower than the others,
Gazing upward, is Guglielmo Marchese,
Through whom Alessandria and its war

Make Monferrate and Canavese weep.’'

22 (Provenzan Salvani)

The one who moves painfully ahead of me
Has a name which once rang through all Tuscany;

There is hardly a whisper of him now in Siena

Purgatorio 7. 133-136.

k3] Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy. Inferno, trans. Singleton,p. 158.

91



Of which he was the lord, when they destroyed
The rage of Florence, which was then as proud
As at the present she is prostituted.

Purgatorio 11. 109-112.

1260

23 (Sapia)

My fellow citizen, quite near to Colie,

Were joined in battle with their adversaries,

And | prayed God for what he had willed.

They were broken and had turned with bitter steps
In a retreat; and when | saw the chase

| felt the greatest happiness | ever knew,

92

Purgatorio 13. 115-120.

.1265

(Colle)

»H N Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy. Purgatorio, trans. Singleton,p. 240.

14
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24 (Guido del Ducal (Rinier da Calboin

I see YOUr grandson who is now begining

To hunt those wolves upon the banks

Of that fierce river, and terrifying them all,

He sells their flesh while they are still alive,
And then slaughters them like old grarries:
Depriving many of life and himself of honour.

Purgatorio 14. 58-63.

(Fulcieri

dei Paolucci da Calboli)

. .1303
D
37 Ibid., pp. 281-282.
3B Dante Alighieri, -IT’EDViI"EGIT‘H}],trans. Sisson,p. 599.

K Dante Alighieri, The Divine Gaomedy. Purgatonio, trans. Singleton,p. 296.



25 (Emperor Frederick 2)
2

He said to me 'With more than a thousand others
| lie here; within there is Frederick the Second,
And the Cardinal; | say nothing of the others.’
Inferno 10.118-120.

2 . .1215-1250

(Epicurism)

26 1 (Emperor Rudolph 10f Hapshurg)
1

The one with the highest seat, who has the look

Of having neglected what he ought to have done,
And does not move his lips when the others sing,
Was the Emperor Rudolph, who could have healed
The wounds which have been mortal for Italy

So that WNEN another comes it will be too late.

Purgatorio 7.91-96.

94



20 (Manfred)

i1t then shepherd of Cosenza, set

On my tracks by Clement, to hunt me down,
Had but read carefully that page in God,
The bone of my body would still lie

At the head of the bridge by Benevento,

And still be guarded by those heavy stones.

28 (Capetian Dynasty)

95

Purgatorio 3. 124-129.
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And that snub-nosed one who seems to be consulting
The one who has so benign an aspect,
Died retreating, and deflowering the lily.
Purgatorio 7. 103-105.

3 . . 1270-1285

The one who looks so strong and sings together
With that other one who has the aquiline nose,
Wore his sword-belt with every mark of valour;
Purgatorio 7. 112-114.

1 . .1266-1282

29 (Emperor Henry 7)

Wiill sit the soul, Augustan upon earth,
Of the great Henry, who will come to Italy
To put her right before she is so disposed.

Paradiso 30. 136-138.

. 1300



30 5 (Pope Celestine 5)

When | had recognised a few of them,
| saw and knew the shadow of that man

Who out of cowardice made the great refusal.

. 1294

3 3 (Pope Nicolas 3)

But | have already been cooking my feet like this
And been in this place, upside-down, for longer

Than he will be planted here with red feet:

97

Inferno 3. 58-60.

80

Inferno 19.79-81.

4 ~ Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy. Inferno, trans. Singleton,pp.47-51.



Well then, tell me how was the amount of the treasure

Our Lord required of St. Peter before
He handed over the keys to his keeping?
Surely he asked nothing but : "Follow me."

Ah, Constanting, how much ill you produced,

Not by your conversion, but by that endownment
Which the first rich father accepted from you.'

Ibid.,p. 338,

Inferno 19. 90-93.

Inferno 19. 115-117.

98
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.. 1300
3

And he cried: 'Are you standing there already?
Boniface, are you already standing there?
My information was out by several years.
Are you so soon sated with your wealth
For the sake of which you shamefully and deceitfully
Took the beautiful lady, and made havoc of her?'

Inferno 19. 52-57.

20

8
Because after him will come from towards the west,
From uglier malefaction, a lawless shepherd

Who will be fit to cover both of US

Inferno 19. 82-84.

5 . 1305
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3
3 8
5
8 5
3
32 (Pope Martin 4)
4
Is that 0f @ man who had the Church in his arms:
He was from Tours, and how fasts to purge himself
Of the Bolsena eels and the sweet wine.'
Purgatorio 24. 22-24.
4 . . 1281-1285
1
4
1 )
. 1282 3 4
3
L
4 1 ,

L N Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy. Purgatorio, trans. Singleton,p. 562.
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33 (Pope Anastasius 2)
2

We made our way towards it under cover

Of a great tomb, on which | saw an inscription
Which said: 'l keep Pope Anastasius,

Whom Photinus seduced from the straight way.'

Inferno 11. 6-9.

2 . . 496
2
2
3
34 (St.Peter Damainl

Little mortal life remained to me
When | was put into one of those hats
Which seem always to have worse heads inside them.

Paradiso21. 124-126.



. .1007

35 (St. Benedict)

But the worst usury is not taken

Against God's will more surely than that fruit
Which makes the heart of the monks go mad; (...)
Peter began without gold and without silver,

And | wish nothing but prayer and fasting,

And Francis humbly with his community.

. 480

102

Paradiso 22. 79-81...,88-90.
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36 (St.Peter)

2
Men from Cahors and Gascony make ready
To drink our blood as if a good begining

Must sink until it reaches a vile end!

Paradiso 27. 58-60.

5 . .1305-1314

22 . .1316-1334

22
(Can Grande della
Scala) 22
vie] 22 ,
] Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy. Paradiso, trans. Singleton ( New Jersey

Princeton University Press, 1975),p. 313.
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37 (Alexander. Dionysius)

Here they weep for their pitiless offendes;
Here is Alexander, and fierce Dionysius,
Who gave Sicily years of suffering.

Inferno 12. 106-108.

38

38 (Giunio Bruto. Casio Longino)

Of the two other, who hangs upside-down,
The one who hangs from the black face is Brutus;
See how he twists and says not a word;
And the other is Cassius, whose body looks so heavy.
Inferno 34. 64-67.

48
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39 (fMarcus Porcius Cato)

Now treat his coming as acceptable:
He looks for liberty, which is so loved,
As he knows who gives his life for her.

Purgatorio 1 70-72.

(Utica)

40 (Huge Capet)

Dante Alighieri,The Divine Comedy .Inferno, ? . Singleton,p. 633.



| was the root of that evil tree
Which darkness the whole territory of Christiandom,

So that good fruit is rarely gathered from it.

41 (Justinian the Great)

One party sets up against the public emblem
The yellow lilies; the other claims it for it self,
So that it is hard to say which is more at fault.
Let the Ghibellines pursue their devices

Under some other emblem; it is no way to follow

This one to separate justice from this.

Purgatorio 20. 43-45.

. 565

Paradiso 6. 100-105.



And let that new Charles not beat it down
With his Guelfs; but let him fear the claws

Which have ripped the skin off bigger lion than he.

42

DILIGITE IUSTITIAM' were the first
Verb and noun to be so depicted,;

QUI IUDICATIS TERRAM' were the last.

107

Paradiso 6. 106-108.

Paradiso 18. 91-93.



(Love justice, you who judge the earth)

(M)

0 sweet star, how many and what gems
Demonstrated to me that our justice

Is made by the heaven in which you glitter!

108

Paradiso 18. 115-117.



109

222
2 1
2
1 '
2221
(Ovid's Metamorphoses) 1 (Virgil's The Aeneid)1

(The Lower World)

1 (The Acheron and Charon)

My guide said Charon, do not torment yourself:

It is willed there, where anything can be done

If it is will: no need for further questions.'

There was no more movement of the bearded cheeks

Of that old pilot of the leaden marshes,



39.

110

Around whose eyes there burned red rings of flame.

Inferno 3. 94-99.

(Orpheus)
(Heracles)

(Aeneid)

2 (Minos')

Minos was there, scowling and terrible,
Examining the faults of new arrivals;

He judges them, and sends each to his place.(...)

V3 Edith Hamilton, Mythology, (New York: The New American Library, 1942) ,p.



He sees what place in hell is suited for it;
And whips his tail around himself as many
Times as the circles the sinner must go down.

3 (Cerberus)

Cerberus, a cruel and outlandish beast,

Bark like a dog, from his three throats, at those
Who, under that downpour, are there submerged
Bark like a dog, from his three throats,

Who under that downpour, are there submerged
His eyes red, his beard greasy and black,

His belly huge, and his fingers are clawed,

111

Inferno 5. 4-6...,10-12.

He scratches the spirits, skins them, pulls them to bits.

Inferno 6. 13-18.
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4 (Plutus)

'Pape Satan, pape Satan aleppe!’

Plutus began, in his raucous voice; (..

As sail, when they are stretched out by the wind,
Wrap themselves in a heap when the mast breaks,
So that cruel animal fell to the ground.

Inferno 7. 1-2...,13-15.

5 ' (Phiegvas and the river Stvx)

'Phlegyas, Phlegyas, your shouts are wasted,1

My master said, 'This time, for you will have us
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Just as long as it takes to cross this marsh.'

Inferno 8. 19-21.

6 (Furies and Gorgons)

Said to me ‘'Look now at the fierce Erinnyes!
That is Megaera on the left-hand side;
The one on the right hand, weeping, is Alecto;
Tisiphone in the middle'; he stopped there.
Inferno 9. 45-48.

(Erinyes)

‘Now turn your back and come up your face;

If the Gorgon appears and you catch sight of her
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You will never go back to the world again.
Inferno 9. 55-57.

7 (Minotaur)

The infamy of Crete spread out its limbs,
He who was conceived by the pretended cow;
When he caught sight of US, he bit himself,

Like one so angry he cannot help doing so.

Inferno 12. 12-15.
(Pasiphag)

14

14



8 (Centaurs and the river

But fix your eyes on that valley, we are approaching
The [ver Of bIOOd in which everyone boils

Who does harm to his neighbour by violence.’

And between it and the foot of the bank, on the track,
Ran centaurs one behind the other, armed with arrows

As they used, in the world, to go hunting.

115

Phlepethont

Inferno 12. 46-48.

Inferno 12. 55-57.
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2222

1 (Helen Paris and Achilles)

See HeIen, who brought about such evil times,
Which last for so long; and great Achilles,

Who in the end was in combat with love.

See Paris, Tristram,' and then more than a thousand
Shadows he showed US named and pointed out
Those whom love had separated from life.

Inferno 5. 64-69.

(Aphrodite) (Athena) (Hera)
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(Polyxena)

(Patroclus)

2 (Dido)

The other is she who killed herself for love,
And broke faith with the ashes of Sichaeus;

Inferno 5. 61-62.

% Zimmerman, Dictionary ofClassicalMythology (New York: Bantam Book,

1985),p. 143



118

3 (Jason)

There, by NIS tokens and seductive words,
He tI‘ICked HypSIpy|e, the young girl who
Had before that tricked all the other women.

He left her there which brings him to the torment;
And there is vengeance here for Medea, too.

W ith him go all deceivers of this kind:

Inferno 18.91-97.
(C0|ChiS) (Hypsipyle)

(Medea)?

&q Dante Alighieri, Me Divine Comedy. Inferno,trans. Singleton, pp.324-325.



4 (Tiresias)

See Tiresias, who transformed his appearance,
When, from a man, he tumed into a woman,
Changing his physical structure entirely;

And afterwards, he had first to strike again
The two copulating serpents with his rod
Before he could resume his male plumage.

Inferno 20. 40-45.

8 » Zimmerman, Dictionary o fClassicalMythology,p. 255.



5 (Ulysses')

| worked my friend to such a pitch of keenness
With that little speech, for carrying on the journey,

That afterwards | could hardly have held them back;

And turning the stem towards the morning,
We made the ours wings for that fOO“Sh ﬂ|ght,

Always gaining a little on the port side.

(Itaca)

(Guido da Montefeltro)

Inferno 26. 121-126.
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6 (Sinon)

The other is the false Greek Sinon from Troy;
High fever makes them give off such a stench.

Inferno 30. 98-99.

9 Zimmerman, Dictionary o fClassicalMythology, p.243.



2.3

(Messiah )

1 (Lucifer)

One, which was of fiery red in front;
The other two, which were grafted on to that,

Stood one above the middle of each shoulder,

122
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And came together where his crest was;

The right- hand one seemed between white and yeIIow;

The one on the left had the look of those

Who come from Where the Nile has its source.

Inferno 34. 39-45.

2 tJudas Iscariot)

'That soul there, which has the worst punishment,

Is Judas Iscariot,l my master said,

'With his head inside, and kicking his legs.’

Inferno 34. 28-31.

30

30
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3 (Caiaphas 1 Annas)

said to me ‘The One you see nailed there
Advised the Pharisees It Was expedient

That one man should be tortured for the people.
He lies across the path, naked, as you

See him, and so he is obliged to feel

The weight of everyone who has to pass.

And in this way his father-in-law also

Suffered in this ditch, and the rest Of the Council
Which sowed so many evils for the Jews.

Inferno 23. 115-123.

4 (Potiphar’s wife )

One of them is the wife who falsely accused Joseph;

Inferno 30. 92



5 (Nimrod)

9
Then he said to me: ‘He stand seif-accused to me ;
That is Nimrod, through whose evil thought

There is more than one language in the world.

(Noah)

(Tower of Babel )

6 (Rahab )

Because she favoured the first glory
Of Joshua in the Holy land, which

So little touches the papal memory.

125

Inferno 31. 76-78

Paradiso 9. 124-126.



? “ ” (Joshua) “ ”
(Hebrews) “ " ( James) (Jericho)
2
(Canaan)
1
7 1 (King Solomon J

The fifth light, the most beautiful among US,
Breathes from such love, the whole world down there
Desires vehemently to have news of it.

Inside there is the exalted mind to which is true
Such deep wisdom was granted, that if truth

No second ever arose who saw so much.

Paradiso 10. 109-114.

8 (Joshua )

| saw a light drawn along the cross
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And, as it happened, Joshua was named;
The word and fact were perceived simultaneously.

Paradiso 18. 37-39.

9 (King David . Hezekiah J

The one who shines in the middle as the pupil
Was the singer of the Holy Spirit
Who carried the ark around from city to city.
Now he knows the merit of his song,
In so far as it was the effect of his own counsel,
By the reward, which is proportionate.

Paradiso 20. 37-42.

2 (2 Samuel)

" ( Psalm)
(the Ark ofthe Covenant)

The next one along the circumference

Of which | am speaking, on the upper arch,
Put off his death by true penitence:

He now knows that the eternal judgement

Is not altered, when a deserving prayers today.

Defers till tomorrow what was to have been.
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Paradiso 20. 49-54.

(Hezekiah” ' ' “ ”
2 ( 2 Kings) “ " (Isaiah) 14
15
10 (Adam and Eve)

The wound that Mary closed up and anointed
Was opened and made worse by her who sits
At Mary’ s feet, and is so beautiful. (...)

He who sitting next to her on the left

Is the father trough whose audatious tasting

The human race tastes such bitterness.

Paradiso 32 4-6..., 121-123.

' I “ ”

(Limbo)

( Messiah)

11 (Rachel Sarah Rebecca Judith Ruth!

1 204,
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1
Beneath her, in the third tier of places
In order from the top, there Rachel sits
With Beatrice beside her, as you see.
Sarah 1 Rebecca, Judith and the woman
Who was great-grandmother to that singer

Who for his fault said “ Miserere mei,”

Paradiso 32. 7-12.

5
(Jacob) (Joseph)
(Benjamin) (Abraham)
(Issac )
(Holofemes)
(Nebuchadnezzar )
51 5
2
12 (Mosesl

Sits beside him; and by the side of the other one
Is the leader under whom that ungrateful, changeable

Racalcitrant people once lived on manna.

Paradiso 32. 130-132.

m “ " (Exodus)

(Leviticus) “ " (Numbers) “ " (Deuteronomy)
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13 (John the Baptist!

So, opposite there is that of the great John
Who, ever holy, endured the desert and martyrdom,
And after that was two years in hell:

Paradiso 32. 31-33.

" (Luke) “ " (Matthew)
6
(Herod)
(Salome)
2 1
14 , (St. Peter. St. John 1

On the right you see that ancient father

Of the Holy Church to whom Christ entrusrtd
The keys of this so beautiful flower.

And he who , before he died 1 saw

All the heavy days of that lovely spouse
Who was won by the spear and by the nails,

Paradiso 32. 124-132.



" (Revelation)

15 { (The Virgin Mary)

And as on this side there is the glorious seat
Of the lady of heaven and the other seats

Paradiso 32. 28-29.

/1 ,

( Messiah)
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