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The aims of the research was to study the patterns and factors
influencing the businessmen of Thailand in participating the social movement
in May 1992.

The findings indicated that, firstly, there were the correlation's
between the participation in social movement of May 1992 and a) attitude
towards the government of that period b) attitude towards the leading group
that opposed the government c¢) expectations to the success of the opposition
to the government d) expectations to the reactions of family and colleagues
of the businessmen e) expectations of gaining or loosing the social
interests regarding the participation in social movement f) the influences
of press and media. There were differences among the factors cited above
between the group of businessmen who had joined the social movement and the
group who had not.

Secondly, other factors leading to social movement participation were
also the feelings of unsatisfaction to the government, structural blockage of
freedom, political opportunity structure, ideology and realization of group
interests, resource mobilization.

Lastly, patterns of the businessmen's participation in social
movement varied from individuals, groups and private organizations such as
the Chamber of Commerce of Thailand, the Industrial council of Thailand, and
the bankers Association of Thailand.

The social movement of May 1992 had been successful in trickling
changes in politics and re-organizing the thai political pattern. The other
result was formation of the businessmen's association in order to search for
the new mechanisms for the improvement of the political system. From the
result of this research, we can be assured that Thai society has come a
turning point which the businessmen have come to play key roles in politics
more openly and more freely and, in more democratically.
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