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The objectives of this study are to identify the influence of economic, social and
demographic factors on fertility in Thailand, and to compare factors affecting fertility between
municipal and non-municipal areas, and among the three age groups ie. 15-24, 25-34, and 35-49
years. The study is base on the theoretical framework of microeconomics of fertility, especially the
effect of an increase in income women income and education on their opportunity cost of time and,
thus, on fertility. Data used for analysis is obtained the 1990 Population and Housing Census of
Thailand and the 1990 Social-economics survey.

The findings of this study indicate that, for the whole country, factors which have positive
effect on fertility are age and Isalam religion, while the negative determinants of fertility are age-
square, income, and year of schooling. Thus, fertility will increase as age increases until a certain age,
theh decline slowly. Female with high income and high education prefers to have less children.
However, female income does not have a strong impact on fertility though it is statistically
significant, compare to other factors. Factors affecting fertility in the municipal and non-municipal
areas are similar to the ones of the whole country. For the determinants of fertility according to age
groups in the municipal and non-municipal areas, only income and education variables are statistically
significant for every age group in the municipal and non-municipal areas. These two variables have a
negative effect on fertility, which means an increase in income and educational opportunity will
contribute to the reduction of fertility. The sign of contraception variable is unexpectedly positive for
every model, which contradicts to the findings of other previous studies. This is probably because the
questionaire of the 1990 Population and Housing Census of Thailand does not reflect the frequency
use of contraception device.
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