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W ith th e  c o l la p s e  o f  c o m m u n ism  an d  th e  fall o f  th e  Berlin W all, form er  
c o m m u n is t  co u n tr ie s  w e r e  fo r ced  to tra n sfo rm  their e c o n o m ie s  into a fr ee  m a rk et  
e c o n o m y . A s  c o u n tr ie s  in w e s te r n  d e m o c r a c ie s  h a v in g  d e v e lo p e d  their  
e c o n o m ie s  to  a  h igh  lev e l o f  d e v e lo p m e n t , form er c o m m u n is t  c o u n tr ie s  had to  
im p lem en t e c o n o m ic  re fo rm s to  rapidly m o d e r n iz e  their e c o n o m ie s  to th e  s a m e  leve l 
within a  sh o rt p eriod  o f tim e.

P o la n d , o n e  o f  th e  fo rm er c o m m u n is t  c o u n tr ie s , had  s u c c e s s fu l ly  
im p lem e n ted  e c o n o m ic  re fo rm s an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  p ro g ra m s to  in teg r a te  itse lf  into th e  
world e c o n o m y . P o la n d ’s  s tr a te g ic  lo ca tio n  a s  a b rid ge b e tw e e n  W e ste r n  an d  E a stern  
E u rop e 1 c o u p le d  with its a b u n d a n t natural r e s o u r c e s  an d  a p o ten tia lly  la rg e  m arket 
had m a d e  P o la n d  a  fa v o u r a b le  c a n d id a te  to g a in  m e m b e r sh ip  into th e  first E u ro p ea n  
U n ion 's e n la r g e m e n t  to  E a ster n  E u ro p e . H o w ev er , P o la n d  still h a s  to a d a p t itse lf to  
co m p ly  with v a r io u s  e c o n o m ic  c o n d it io n s  to  m e e t  E u ro p ea n  U n io n ’s  re q u ire m e n ts  for 
n ew  m e m b e r sh ip .

T h e  a u th o r  a im s  to  s tu d y  an d  a n a ly z e  th e  c h a n g e s  w h ich  to o k  p la c e  during  
v a r io u s  s t a g e s  o f political an d  e c o n o m ic  re fo rm s from  th e  p eriod  a fter  th e  c o l la p s e  of  
co m m u n ism  in 1 9 8 9  until p r e s e n t  an d  its p o te n tia ls  and  p r o b le m s  on  b e c o m in g  a n e w  
m e m b e r  in th e  E u ro p ea n  U n ion .

T h e  s tu d y  a ls o  fo c u s e d  on  th e  in v e s tm e n t en v ir o n m e n t w h ich  in c lu d ed  
le g is la t io n s  relating  to  in v e s tm e n ts , th e  ta x a tio n  s y s te m , in v e s tm e n t in c e n tiv e s  and  
w h e th e r  P o la n d  co u ld  a ttract fo re ig n  in v e s tm e n ts .

From  th e  s tu d y , it w a s  c o n c lu d e d  th at d e m o cra tiz a tio n  in P o la n d  h ad  b e e n  
s u c c e s s fu l ly  im p le m e n te d  a lo n g w ith  a  fr e e  m ark et e c o n o m y . P o la n d ’s  in tegration  into 
th e  E u ro p ea n  U n ion  by th e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 ,  h e n c e  into th e  world e c o n o m y , to g e th e r  with th e  
current le g is la t iv e  p ro v is io n s  on  in v e s tm e n t w ou ld  transform  P o la n d  into a fa v o u r a b le  
and  a ttractive  in v e s tm e n t a r e a .
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