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Language Knowledge Test

Part | Organizational Knowledge

A: Choose the meaning that best substitutes each underlined word or phrase. (1-4)

1) Many wealthy investors were ined by the stock market crash which brought about the Great
Depression, (or Glohal Recession)

a) delayed b) depressed

¢) destroyed d) retarded

2) The technology required to land explorers on Mars is in place, but the motivation to commit the
resources to do so is lacking.

a) motivations b) senses

¢) facts d) materials

3) Scientists nave failed to find a cold vims, though they have searched cersistently for ore.
a) haif-heartediy b) humedly

¢) continuousiy d) reluctantly

4) When products advertise extensively on television, they are often ridiculously overpriced®
a) inexpensive b) costly

¢) valueless d)overabundant

B: Complete the sentences by choosing suitable proverh from the list. (5-7)

a) honesty is the best policy

=

absence makes the heart grow fonder

L)

d

e

)
)
) (one's) bark isworse than (one’s) hite
) beauty is only'skin deep

) better late than never

f) firstcome, first served

5) Ann: The saies -Start tomorrow and there's a lot of furniture reduced to half price.
Jane: Then get there early. It'sa case of and the best bargains disappear within
minutes.

6) Jack: Idon't believe it! You mean old George Smith is getting married! Sul he's 76 years old.



Jill: ~and he won't have to live alone in that big house.
7) Kathenne: Emma's love for John seems to have grown since he was transferred to Africa.

You know what they say

C: Choose the word () that will correctly complete each conversation/sentence. (8-20)
8) A: Where am Isupposed to go first?
B: I'd like to suggest the .
(a) market Sunday morning (b) Sunday market marning

(c) Sunday morning market d) morning Sunday market

9) A:lread anewspaDer aboutyour plans to study in Singapore.

B: I'm not going anywhere ... just made up that story.
(a) Newspaper (b) A newspaper
(c) The newspaper (d) Newspapers

10) A How many sen/ants do you employ?

B: TWO. v CO0KS and . cleans the house.
(a) The one - another  (b) Another - the other
(c) One - the other (d) One - other

11) Jack and his son ook very m uch .

(a) liked (b) likes
(c) alike (d) like
12) The Car along the road at 80 miles per hour,

(a)speeds (b)speeded
(c) sped (d) speeding

13) A I'm sorry, but I'don't know when the manager will come back.
B: You're his SECretary him when e s back.
(a) Youshould ask...will come
(b
(c
(

)
) You should have asked.....would come
d)



14) A Wrat dloes your mother ask you to do inthe moming?

B: She has me herto the office since she can't bear with the traffic jam.
(a) drove (b) for driving
(c) drive (d) to drive

15) Which one has the incorrect subject-verb agreement?

(@) Deerare frequently seen in the meadow at dusk.

(b) Physics are my favorite subject.

(c) Neither her sons nor her daughter plays the piano.

(d) Nowadays, crossing Puget Sound in ferries is fast and convenient.

16) Which one has the correct subject-verhb agreement?
(a) Each riverand ravine create an obstacle in the cross-country race.

(b) The president, together with his cabinet members, are meeting the African Trade

Delegation.
(c) Twoweeks is plenty of time to finish the course.

(d) A lion and lioness from Kenya is arriving at the Metropolitan Zco today.

17) A: What did they do with the two men after they returned to the earth?

B: They were on the T.v. once; after that they ... forthe next trip.
(a) were keeping aground (b) were aground kept
(c) were keptaground (d) kept on ground

18) A: What do you consider the most extraordinary animal?

B; The aardvark. It'S a .o animai., with the ears of a donkey and the tail of a kangaroo.
(a) lock-strange (b) looking-strange
(c) strange-look (d) Strange-looking

19) A: Can't you wait for Mans?

B ' sorry. We have only e hours, SO we must make .. of our time.
() MOTe the least ()more the less
(c) few v the jeast (d) a few e the most
20) The teachertold Tommy .o LG - to stay in.

(a) that he did the exercise, would have



(b) to do the exercise, would have
(c) notto do the exercise, would have

(d) to do the exercise, will have

D: Read the following passages and choose the hest answers for the following questions.
Passage 1 (21-22)

The railroad was not the first institution to impose regularity on society, or to draw attention
to the importance of precise timekeeping. Foras long as merchants have set out theirwares at
daybreak and religious services have begun on the hour, people have been in rough agreement with
their neighbors as to the time of day. The value of this tradition is today more apparent than ever.
Were it not for public acceptance of a single yardstick of time, social life would be unbearably
chaotic: the massive daily transfers of goods, services and information would proceed in fits and

starts; the very fabric of modem society would begin to unravel.

21, The word “draw" in line 1can best replaced by
(a) bring (b) infer
(c) formulate (d) sketch

22, lines 4-5, the phrase "this tradition" refers to
a) the practice of starting the business day at dawn

the railroad's reliance on time schedules

(a)
(b) cordial relation between neighbors
(c)
(d)

d) people's agreement on the measurement of time
Passage 2 (23-24)

When you type instructions cn a computer keyboard, it transmits them to your computer,
which places the information into the main memory. Although computer keyboards have many
variations, all have the reqular alphanumeric typewriter keys in the center of the keyboard. These are
marked, however, a little differently. Forexample, one might mark the word ENTER where another
has the word RETURN.

23)  the first sentence of the passage, the word "it" refers to
a) acomputer keyboard b) typing

¢) instruction d) your computer



24)  line 3, the word "all" refers to the
a) typewriter keys b) variations

¢) keyboards d) the main memory

E: Choose the correct markers given to complete the following passages.
Passage 3 (25-30)

a) however b) secondly ¢) finally

d) for one thing g) also f) on the other hand

g) as aresult

Why School May Frighten a Young Child

Schools may be frightening to young children fora number of reasons. 25 , the

regimented environment may be a new and disturbing experience. At home children may have been

able to do what they wanted when they wanted to do it. 26 Lin schools, they are

given a set of time for talking, working, playing, eating and even going to the bathroom,

21 ,a source of anxiety may be the public method of discipline that some

teachers use. Whereas at home children are scolded in private, in school they may be heid up for

embarrassment and ridicule in front of their peers

Children may 28 _ be frightened by the loss of personal attention. Their little

discomforts or mishap, such as tripping on the steps, may bring instant sympathy from a parent; in
school, there Is often no one to notice, orthe teacher ' frequently too busy to care and lust says, "Go

do your work. You'll be all right."

29 l1a child may be scared by the competitive environment of the school. At

home, one hopes, such competition for attention is minimal.  school, 30

children may vie forthe teacher’s approving glance or tone ofvoice, or fc-rstars on a paper, or for
favored seats in the front row. For these and ether reasons, itis not surprising that children may have

difficulty adjusting to school.
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Part II: Pragmatic knowledge

A: Chose the best answer to complete the following conversations and passages.
Conversation 1 (31 - 33)

Making a purchase

Somchai: There are so many record players here that 31

Rajada: Look at this one: It has a radio and a cassette player and built-in speakers.

Somchai: 32 with separate speakers. They give a clear sound.

Rajada: Yes, butwe shouldn't get anything that's too big. Remember, it has to fit in with our living-
room furniture.

Somchai: 33 It's @ Hitachi. Or do you prefer this one? It's 3 Sony.

Rajada: Let's ask a salesman fora demonstration,

31) a) it's hard to choose b) I have no idea how to choose

¢) I've got a problem to choose d) Please help me choose it

32) a) Oh, no. Idon't like built-in speakers.
b) That's OK. ill buy this one.
¢) That's right. Now this one looks al! right.
d) We must buy the one.

33) a) Knock it off. This one looks perfect.

) That's OK. rii buy this one.
¢) That's right. Now this one looks ail right.
)

d) You talk too much. We'd better buy this one.

Conversation 2 (34-37)

It's a busy day for Anne Jenkins, an administrative assistant at Clark Associates.
Joe: Anne, do you know what time it is?

Anne: It's ten to twelve,

Joe: Listen, 34 I'have a meeting with Alex Post, and 35

by noon. Would you call him for me and tell him I'm on my way?
Anne: Sure.
Joe: Thanks a lot. Oh, and one more thing.... Ifmy sen Johnny calls, tell him tc be ready at six.

36 .Oh, I'd better call my husband. He might think he's supposed to pick up

Johnny.
Anne: Why don't you just go? Il cail him foryou.
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Joe: Do you mind?

Anne: No, not at all.

Joe: Thanks so much. By the way, did you send Mr Post our sales report?

Anne: Yes, |sent itto him last week.

Joe: lcan always 37

34) a) Can Ifavoryou?

b) Am lyour favorite?

35) a) lthink 1should be this
¢) Lhope to be there

36) a) Il call him on my way home

¢) Il pick him up on my way home

37) a) understand you

¢) count on you

Short conversations (38-40)

1Anne. Well, I'm off. I'should he back no later than three.

b) Would you do me a favor?

d) Please favor me.

b) I'm afraid 1may

d) I'm supposed to be there

b) Ill'go home with him then

d) il ride him home then

b) believe in you

d) trust you

At a party.

38)  A: How do you find your new job7
B:
a) I'm looking at it in the newspaper.
b) it's very challenging, but also tiring.
¢) My friend told me about it
d) Ittook me many days to find it

39) A lIsthere a good sandy beach at Sri-Raja?

B:

?

a) It's quietplace away from the crowds.

b) No. it's really comfortable.

0 I'm afraid not. The beach ISrocky then

d) Well, we can possibly go swimming.

40) A

0

B: It's hard to say. Ilike football a lot, but I guess Ilike basketball better.



Do you play much football?

Qo

What's your favorite sport?

Would you like to play basketball?

L)

=

o

Let's play football. We'll see who's the best.

B: Match expressions in column A with those in column
(41-50)

41)  Excuse me. Are you Mr. Jansen?

42)  This drink's lovely. W hat's in it? Zi
43)  Whatwould you like me to do with 0
this picture? )
44)  Would vou be interested in 0
coming? 0
45)  Could you olease make less noise? 1
46)  I'm afraid we're sometimes very ﬁ))
careless about details. :
47)  lwouldn't say that, .I)
48)  May !call you, Peter? L
49)  Tllsee whatwe can do.
50)  Congratulations.

Baccording to the communicative purposes.

To express a wish

To make an intention and promise
To ask for information

To greet somehody

To ask for permission

To request

To invite somebody

fc ask for advice and suggestion
To make an apology

To agree with somehody's idea



C Choose the best aftermative to answer the following questions.

51) Which of the four choices is not British usage?
a) hiscuit, catalogue, license

b) flavour, programme, railway

¢) lorry, pavement, timetahle

d) flat, grey, luggage

52) Which alternative shov/s the best order of formality of the following sentences? (Range from the

most informal statement (1) to the most formal one (4)?
1) How about going to the party at Jane's home this evening?
2) Would you like to go on a picnic this coming weekend?

3) lwould deem ita pnvilege ifyou could accompany me to the reception party at British Embassy

tomorrow evening.
4)  Might I'escortyou to the Princess's birthday celebration next week?
a) 1,243 b) 1,2 34

0)2, 14,3 4)2, 4,13

53) Setting: At the office
Topic: Asking for permission
Social Relationship: employee and boss

John: Good morning, Mr. Flint. Could Iask you a favor? It's my brotner's wedding on Friday.



Mr. Flint: That's fine.

a) Mind if l'ask forthe day off?

b) Then, Iwondered if Icould go.

¢) Could Ipossibly have a permission to take the day off?

d) OK, if Itake the day off?

54) Setting: At a dance floor

Topic: Apologizing to someone

Social Relationship: Close Friends

Owen: (after stepping on his friend's foot)

Luci: Never mind.

a) I'm extremely sorry

h) Qoops! Sorry

¢) Please accept my apology

d) ican'ttell you how sorry lam

55) It's generally believed that American people

a) mind how other people dress and talk

b) are notopen to new ideas

¢) always use words iike “please” and "may I"

d) aresure of themselves and think they can make things better
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English Language Expository Writing Knowledge Test

A: Distinguishing between Generalities and Details

Directions: Divide the following statements into 1) GENERALITIES and 2) SPECIFIC DETAILS by
writing G in front of the statements that you think are general details, and in front of the specific
details. (1-9)

1) Checking your car's tire pressure before a trip may prevent tire trouble on the trip.

2) Some TV programs are educational.

)
3) Occasionally, a stitch in time saves nine.
4) Al weil-educated people know the histon/ of their own country's literature.

5) "Titanic" stories are interesting to adults as well as children.

7) Pamela is pretty enough to be voted as Homecoming Queen of the town.

)

)
5) Insects vary widely  their diets.

)
8) Ourtax assessor took bribes from a real estate agent.
)

9) Most people find the prospect of space travel fascinating.

B: Paragraph Outline

Directions: Choose the correct answer to complete the following paragraph outline. (10-17)

Q0

Advantages for an elderly person

@ o=
_ = = = =

Live-in baby-sitter

Learn about the past

o

Living with an elderly parent has many benefits.

>

Advantages for adult children

f) Setve useful roie in family

g) Help with household tasks

h) Advantages for grandchildren

i) Stay active and interested inyoung people

) More attention from adults

Topic Sentence: (10)
) ()
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b) (4____

0) 1e____

C: Punctuation

Directions: Choose the correct punctuation markers. (18-22)

a). (period) b) L(comma)

¢) : (colon) d) ; (semicolon)

A: My dear Aunt Mildred 18
B: Bill found he could not get a clear shot to the
goal 19  therefore ~ 20__ he passed to Richard.
C: Perhaps John F__ 21 Kennedy said it best; 'Ask not whatyour country can do foryou; ask

what you can do foryour country 22

D: Capitalization

Directions: Which of the following is written with a wrong capital? And which of the following is
incorrect regarding the capitalization? (23-24)

23)

a) John L. Meadows, jr.

)

b) President Lincoln
)
)

¢) Christmas

d) Fifth Avenue

24)

a) John uses Certs mints after smoking his pipe or a cigar.

b
¢
d

During Jujy, Frank's company works a four-day week.

)
)
) lasked my dad, "When's Uncle Bill getting his toupee?"
)

One Summerdays Ilike to sitin the backyard and sunbathe.
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E: Analyzing topic sentences and suggesting Methods of Development.
Directions: Following are some topic sentences. Suggest a specific method whereby each might be

fully developed by choosing from a) to d). (25-29)

25) As lentered the bright, cheerful space with its beige walls and practical, flat-pile carpet, I noticed

a closet to my nght with the door open.

a) illustrations

b) description

¢) definition

d) causal analysis

26) Ifyou want to drive around our cityl important sites, there are a number of steps to follow.

a) process
b) description
c) examples
d) narration

27) The electronic typewriter luse in my job as a secretary isa great improvement overthe electric
model 'use at home.

da) process

=

L)

comparison/ contrast

d) classification

)

) examples
)

)

28) The time lalmostwon a carwhen lwas ten years old was probably the most disappointing
moment of my childhood.

a) descnption

b) narration
¢) illustrations
d) causal analysis

29) Forone thing, lrealized that my cigarette smoke bothered others, particularly my wife and
children, irritating their eyes 3nd causing them to cough and sneeze.
a) description

b) narration



¢) comparison/ contrast

d) causal analysis

F: Indicating the methods of development
Directions: Read each of the following paragraphs carefully and choose the best answer from Ato D

to find which method of development the wnter used to develop the paragraph. (30-34)

30) Myson Peteris unreliable. If Idepend on him to turn off a pot of beans in ten minutes, the family
is likely to eat burned beans. If lask him to turn down the thermostat before he goes to bed, the heat
is likely to stay on all night.

a) examples

b) narration

o

)

) definition

d) process

31) A thick, reddish-brown shag rug Is laid wall to wall across the living-room floor. The long, curled
fibers of the shag seem to whisper as you walk through them your bare feet, and when you

squeeze yourtoes into the deep covering, the soft fibers push back atyou with a spongy

resiliency.

a) descnptiori

b) definition

¢) illustrations

d) causal analysis

32) lhave heen using the term "information" as a synonym for the signals or messages that come to
the brain from the outside world  the form of neural impulses from receptor organs such as the
eyes or ears; these impulses are the brain's only points of contact with) the outside world.

a) comparison / contrast

b) classification
¢) definition
d) process

33) Nothing is more trendy than education. Five years ago everyone was still calling for mere

relevant courses and dropping obsolete requirements. At that time those who saw a decline in
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academic standards were either afraid to say no or were not listened to when they talked. Now

it's respectable to dec /the decline, to advocate quality and getting back to basics.

a) companson/contrast
b) classification

¢) definition

d) examples

34) Buck-passing is also reflected in the way that some travel companies handle their complaint
correspondence. We have grouped an informal review of the ways complaints are answered:

The company does not respond at all.
The company blames the airline, the tour operator, the hotel, etc and says that nothing can
be done about the problem.
The company honestly tries to investigate your complaint and solve the problem.
The company sends you a form of letter.
The company answers a different problem than the one you raised. (This mysterious ploy
may work because most people do not write to the company again)

definition

o 2

aescnption

classification

()

_ — =

o

comparison/ contrast

G: Choose the sentences which represent the method of development.
Directions: Read the following paragraphs carefully and answer the questions. (35-38)

Paranoia isaword on everyone's lips, but only among mental-health professionals has it
acquired a tolerably specific meaning. It refers to a psychosis based on a delusionary premise of
self-referred persecution orgrandeur and supported by a complex, rigorously logical system that
interprets all or nearby all sense impressions as evidence for that premise. The traditional psychiatric
view is that paranoia is an extreme measure forthe defense of the integrity of the personality against

annihilating quilt,

The paranoid thrusts his guilt outside himself by denying his hostile or erotic impulses and
projecting them onto other people or onto the whole universe. Disintegration is avoided, but at high
cost, the paranoid view of reality can make everyday life terrifying and social intercourse
problematical. And paranoia is tiring. It requires exhausting mental effort to construct trains of

thought demonstrating that random events or details prove a whole unconnected premise.
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Some paranoids hallucinate, but hallucination is by no means obligatory; paranoia is an

interpretive, not a perceptual, dysfunction.

35)  which sentence or sentences does the wnter use the cause-effect method to develop the

paragraph?
a) 8 b) 5-7
¢) 4-5 d)3

36)  which sentence or sentences does the writer use the effect-cause method to develop the

paragraph?
a) 1-2 b)5-7
c) 3 d)8

37)  which sentence or sentences does the writer use the process analysis method to develop the

paragraph?
a) 3 d)5-7
c) 8 d)3-4

38)  which sentence orsentences does the writer use the contrast method to develop the
paragraph?
) 1-2 b) 3-4
c) 4 d)8
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