
CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION

N o n g  T ao is a n  in te re s tin g  p lace  to  s tudy  th e  e ffo rts  o f  K a re n  y o u th  to  s tren g th en  
th e ir  id en tity  fo r sev e ra l re a so n s . T h e  y o u th  h av e  re c e iv e d  m o d e m  e d u c a tio n  a n d  h av e  
b e g u n  to  id en tify  th e m se lv e s  a s  b o th  T h a i an d  K aren . T h ey  h av e  n o t, h o w ev er, 
b eco m e  a s s im ila te d  in to  T h a i so c ie ty  b u t ra th e r  hav e  d e v e lo p e d  in n o v a tiv e  w a y s  to  
p ro m o te  an d  p re se rv e  th e ir  id en tity  a s  K aren . T h e y  o f te n  u se  m o d e m  m e th o d s  an d  
te c h n o lo g y  to  do  so. F u rth e r, th e ir  p ro x im ity  to  C h ian g  M a i h a s  e x p o se d  th e m  to  th e  
w o rld  o u ts id e  th e  v illag e , an d  th e  fac t th a t th ey  a re  T h a i c itiz en s  h a s  in v o lv ed  th e m  in  
th e  p o litic a l sy s te m  o f  th e  s ta te . In  sh o rt, N o n g  Tao y o u th  a llo w  US to  s tu d y  K a re n  
so c ie ty  a t a  p o in t w h e re  m o d e rn ity  a n d  tra d itio n  m ee t.

G iv e n  su c h  so c io -c u ltu ra l c o n te x t, w e  fo u n d  th a t th e  e d u c a te d  y o u n g  K aren s  in  
th e  v illa g e  fu n c tio n  as  m e d ia to rs  b e tw e e n  th e  v illag e rs  an d  th e  w o rld  o u ts id e , an d  th e  
o ld e r an d  y o u n g e r  g en e ra tio n . T h e  y o u th  h e lp s  tran sm it K a ren  la n g u a g e  a n d  lite ra tu re  
to  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  d isp e n se  K a re n  tra d itio n a l w isd o m  to  o u ts id e rs . T h e ir  
ro le  a s  m e d ia to rs  c a n  be  c a lled  c u ltu ra l p ro m o te rs  in  a  w ay  th a t  th e y  d iffu se  th e ir  
in h e rite d  tra d itio n  to  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e ra tio n  an d  to  o u ts id e rs .

W h y  do  th e  y o u th  in  N o n g  Tao v illag e  h av e  a  s tro n g  d esire  to  s tre n g th e n  K a ren  
id e n tity  an d  tra d itio n  e v e n  in  m o d e rn iz e d  c lo th e s? 1 F irstly , I w o u ld  like  to  d e lib e ra te  
u p o n  th is  fro m  th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  o f  h is to ric a l fo rces, w h ic h  h av e  tra n s fo rm e d  th e  v illag e .

S in ce  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  C h u la lo n g k o m , th e  p o lic ie s  to  c rea te  n a tio n a l id en tity  
an d  th e  m o v e m e n t to  in c lu d e  th e  e th n ic  m in o ritie s  in to  th e  T h a i n a tio n  h a d  a  g re a t 
in flu en ce  o n  th e  c h an g es  o f  th e  ed u c a tio n a l sy s tem  in  th e  v illag e . C o n seq u en tly , 
fam ily  s tru c tu re  h as  ch an g ed , nam ely , c h ild re n  leave  th e  v illag e  to  rece iv e  e d u c a tio n  
an d  m o d e m  k n o w le d g e , an d  th e se  sk ills  h a v e  b e e n  h ig h ly  e s te e m e d  ra th e r  th a n  
tra d itio n a l w isd o m  a n d  cu ltu re , a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  in fo rm al e d u c a tio n  f ro m  th e ir  p a ren ts . 
M o reo v er, g o v e rn m e n t d e v e lo p m e n t p ro jec ts , su ch  as  th e  im p ro v ed  ro a d  a cce ss  an d  
fin an c ia l a id  in  th e  v illag e  h av e  led  to  a n  in flu x  o f  ex te rn a l c u ltu re  an d  v a lu e s . A s 
K w a n c h e w a n  ex p la in s , “ th is  in te rn a liz a tio n  o f  e x te rn a l p o w e r  is th e  b a s is  fo r  th e  
e m erg en ce  o f  th e  re lig io u s-p o litic a l m o v e m e n ts  a m o n g s t th e  K a ren ,” 2 m e an in g  th a t

1 “I have perceived Karen identity since I was young. As I grow older, I have been conscious 
of preserving Karen tradition.” Papan, 22 years old.2 Kwanchewan Buadaeng, 2001, op. cit., summery, p.i.
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B u d d h ism  an d  C h ris tian ity , o r  th e  re lig io n s  o f  th e  d o m in a n t g ro u p s  have  b een  m o re  o r 
less a c c e p te d  am o n g  th e  K aren s .

A fte r  th e  o p iu m  re d u c tio n , p o v e rty  w o rse n e d  in  th e  v illag e , an d  th e  v illag e rs  
co n v e rted  fro m  a n im ism  to  B u d d h ism  o r  C h ris tia n ity  in  o rd e r  to  g e t ed u c a tio n a l 
o p p o rtu n itie s  an d  h e a lth  care .

F u rth er, th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  sh o w s th a t fo rm al e d u c a tio n  an d  s ta n d a rd  T h a i 
lan g u ag e  a re  re le v a n t in  th e  y o u n g  K a re n s ’ s e lf- id e n tity  as  T hai. T h is  te n d e n c y  is 
v is ib ly  s tro n g e r  am o n g  th e  y o u th  th a n  am o n g  th e  o ld e r g en e ra tio n s .

Figure 4.1: Self-Identity

□  Thai □  Karen □  Both □  No answer

Source: Author

F ig u re  4.1 illu s tra te s  th a t a  sm all n u m b e r o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  id e n tify  th e m se lv e s  
o n ly  as  a  T hai. T h e y  p re d o m in a n tly  re c o g n iz e  th e m se lv e s  as  K a ren  o r  b o th  T h a i an d  
K a re n .3 A m o n g  v illa g e rs  o v e r  55 y ear-o ld , h o w ev er, n ea rly  tw o  th ird s  re g a rd  
th e m se lv e s  o n ly  a s  K aren .

3 Papan, a 22 year-old man, who identified himself as a Karen who lives in Thailand, regards 
himself as privileged, for he has the choice to live either in the Karen village or in a Thai society.
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Figure 4.2: Valuation o f A spects o f  Karen Self-identity by Age

Source-. Author

T h is  g ra p h  d e m o n s tra te s  h o w  y o u n g  K aren s  ag ed  15 to  24  y e a rs  o ld , an d  ab o v e  
25 y e a rs  o ld  rea liz e  se lf- id e n tity  as  a  K a re n  th ro u g h  v a rio u s  asp ec ts . T h e  fig u re  sh o w s 
s ig n ific a n t d iffe ren ce  w h e n  p e o p le  o f  th e  ag e  15-24  an d  25 u p  id en tify  th e m se lv e s  by  
u s in g  ‘r i tu a l’4 an d  ‘a n im ism ’ as  th e  id en tity  ind ica to r. T h is  in d ic a te s  th a t  a lth o u g h  
n e a rly  a ll v illa g e rs  m a in ta in  th e ir  a n c e s tra l iden tity , tra d itio n a l r itu a ls  a n d  a n im ism  h av e  
less  in flu en ce  o n  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  fo rm in g  o r  sh ap in g  se lf- id en tity  o f  th e  y o u th .

Figure 4.3: Valuation o f  A spects o f  Thai Self-identity by Age

Source: Author

4 An informant told, “Whenever I take part in a ritual, I sense Karen tradition and history 
inherited from our ancestors.”
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F ig u re  4 .3  sh o w s h o w  y o u n g  K aren s  ag ed  15 to  24  y ea rs  o ld , a n d  a b o v e  25 y ea rs  
o ld  re a liz e  se lf- id e n tity  as  a  T hai. In  g en e ra l, th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  y o u n g  v illa g e rs  w h o  
th in k  o f  th e m se lv e s  as  a  T h a i is h ig h e r th a n  th e  a b o v e  25  y ea r-o ld  v illag e rs . T h e  
f ig u re s  o f ‘e d u c a tio n ’, ‘s ta n d a rd  T h a i’ an d  ‘h o u se  re g is tra tio n ’ fa c to rs  m ark e d ly  d iffe r  
b e tw e e n  th e  a g ed  15 to  24  an d  th e  re s t. T h is  re su lt sh o w s th a t th o se  fa c to rs  hav e  a  
s ig n ific a n t im p ac t o n  th e  y o u n g  K aren s  se lf-id en tity . A cq u is itio n  o f  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  
an d  o ffic ia l lan g u ag e  o p e n  th e  d o o r to  th e  d o m in a n t T h a i soc ie ty . F o r  th e  o ld e r 
g en e ra tio n , th e  m a in  fa c to rs  o f  se lf- id e n tity  as  a  T h a i a re  th e  ‘K in g ’ a n d  ‘id en tif ic a tio n  
c a rd ’. I t  im p lie s  th a t th e  e d u c a te d  y o u n g  K aren s  a sso c ia te  w ith  th e  T h a i so c ie ty  
th ro u g h  n a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  sy stem , w h ile  th e  o ld e r v illag e rs  a re  in c lu d ed  in  th e  T h a i 
n a tio n  s ta te  by  law .5 6

Figure 4.4: Education as a Factor in Self-identification as Thai6

Source: Author

5 Cf. Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life, (California: Stanford 
University Press, 1998), p.24. “Set theory distinguishes between membership and inclusion. A term is 
included when it is part o f a set in the sense that all of its elements are elements of that set. But a term 
may be a member of a set without being included in it, or, conversely, a term may be included in a set 
without being one of its members. In a recent book, Alain Badiou has developed this distinction in order 
to translate it into political terms. Badiou has membership correspond to presentation, and inclusion 
corresponds to representation (re-presentation). One then says that a term is a member o f  a situation (in 
political terms, these are single individuals insofar as they belong to a society). And one says that a term 
is included in a situation if it is represented in the metastructure (the State) in which the structure of the 
situation is counted as one term (individuals insofar as they are recodified by the State into classes, for 
example, or into “electorates”).” The villagers hold a Thai identification card and voting rights, so that 
they can be represented in Thai politics. They are therefore included in the Thai nation state.
Concerning membership, though, those who have little to do with the ruling class politically and 
culturally, by which I mean the elderly, have difficulty presenting themselves as members of Thai society. 
A lack of fluency in standard Thai contributes to this situation.6 From the beginning of its introduction by King Chulalongkorn at the end of 19th century, the 
public educational system was considered by the ruling class as an instrument for promoting national 
integration and for propagating the subject’s morality and virtues. Hans-Dieter Bechstedt, op.cit., p.246.
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F ig u re  4 .4  an d  4 .5  sh o w  th a t  n a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  a n d  T h a i la n g u ag e  a re  re le v a n t 
to  th e  se lf- id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  a s  T h a i c itizen s. T h is  te n d e n c y  in c rea se s  
as  a g e  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  d ec reases .

Figure 4.5: Thai Language as a Factor in Self-identification as Thai

Source: Author

I t can  b e  a ssu m e d  th a t  th e ir  id en tity  as  a  T h a i g iv e s  th e  e d u c a te d  y o u n g  d iffe ren t 
an d  n e w  m o d e  o f  s tren g th en in g  th e ir  id e n tity  an d  tra d itio n .7 In  a d d itio n , th e  in c re a s in g  
o p p o rtu n itie s  to  h av e  c o n ta c t w ith  o u ts id e rs  ra th e r  th a n  sh o rte n in g  th e  liv es  o f  K a re n  
cu ltu re , in s tead , p ro lo n g in g  th e ir  cu ltu re .

7 According to an interview with Mr. Prasut, who is a former director at the Inter Mountain 
Peoples Education and Culture in Thailand Association (IMPECT), the young Karen have acquired the 
way of learning in a school, namely, writing and memorizing. The traditional way, however, is learning 
practically. For instance, when he teaches the youth Karen poem, tha, they try to learn with a notebook 
and pencil, but according to tradition, they should practice and acquire skills in the ordinary life of the 
community.
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S econd ly , as  a n  e x te rn a l fac to r, to  so m e ex te n t a s so c ia tio n  w ith  N G O  g ro u p s  like  
th e  A sse m b ly  o f  th e  P o o r8 an d  th e  N o rth e rn  F a rm e rs  N e tw o rk , h as  u rg e d  th e  v illa g e rs  
to  ra ise  aw a re n ess  o f  th e  c o n se rv a tio n  o f  K a re n  tra d itio n  an d  c u ltu re  as  w e ll as  th e  
p o sse ss io n  o f  r ig h ts  as  T h a i c itiz e n s .9

Figure 4.6: Who D o You Study or Work with?

Source: Author

In  ad d itio n , th e  c o n ta c t w ith  o u ts id e rs  h as  c re a te d  an  aw a re n ess  a n d  c o n sc io u sn e ss  th a t 
th e y  a re  K aren . T h is  re c o g n itio n  o f  d iffe re n ce s  b e tw e e n  b e in g  “ K aren ”  an d  
“n o n -K a re n ” h as  s tre n g th e n e d  th e  K a re n  y o u th s ’ sen se  o f  K a re n  iden tity . T h e  
re c o g n itio n  o f  e th n ic  id e n tity  m ak es  th e  y o u th  a b s tra c t th e  id ea  o f  K a re n  id e n tity  a n d  
tra d itio n  a s  a n  o b je c t to  be  p re se rv e d  an d  h a s  d ire c te d  th e m  to  th e  in te n s if ic a tio n

8 Cf. http://www.thai.to/aop/9 “More than 1,000 hilltribe villagers started rallying at Chiang Mai city hall on April 26 to 
demand the right to Thai nationality and to live in protected forests which they have claimed as having 
being their home for generations. They were supported by the Assembly of Community Forestry in 
Northern Thailand, the Assembly of Hilltribe People o f Thailand, the Assembly o f Academics for the Poor, 
and the Northern Farmers Network.” “Tribespeople Rally Against Govt” Bangkok Post, 16 May, 1999. 
“Non-government development organizations with the support from local academicians have also some 
activities in the village though in smaller extent than the government’s. Their resisting discourses have 
been produced. This includes the construction of ideal image of the Karen as the peace-loving people, 
the people who are generous and have intrinsic consciousness in conserving natural resources as shown in 
their taxonomies of natural resources, their related rituals and taboos. The state was portrayed as the 
destroyer of this ethnic group’s way of life. And there is a need to reproduce their traditional culture and 
push the state for policy changing.” Krisadawan Hongladarom, 1999, op. cit., pp.2-3.

http://www.thai.to/aop/
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ac tiv itie s  a s  i f  th e y  w e re  N G O s. I m ean  by  th is  to  say  th a t m an y  K a re n  y o u th  
a p p ro a c h  th e  s tren g th en in g  o f  th e ir  tra d itio n  in  th e  sam e  w ay, an d  u s in g  th e  sam e  
tech n iq u es , as  o u ts id e rs  do . In  b o th  cases  tra d itio n  is seen  fro m  a  d is ta n c e , a s  i f  it w ere  
a  se lf-c o n ta in e d  o b jec t.

T h e  in fo rm an ts  re c o g n iz e  th a t th e  g o v e rn m en t o ffic e rs  h av e  a n  u n fa v o ra b le  
a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  th e  K a re n  v il la g e rs .10 T h e  fac t th a t th e  v illag e rs  s ta g e d  a  p ro te s t 
ag a in s t th e  G o v e rn m e n t w ith  th e  a ss is ta n c e  o f  N G O s  w o rse n e d  th e  re la tio n sh ip . T h e  
m ap s  d ra w n  b y  P a ti Jo n i an d  h is  so n  a re  a n  ap t ex am p le  th a t  te n s io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  
G o v e rn m e n t an d  th e  v illag e  s tre n g th e n e d  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  v illa g e rs  to  p ro te c t th e ir  
o w n  h is to ry  a n d  tra d itio n  fro m  ex te rn a l p re ssu re s  an d  p re se n t to  th e  w o rld  o u ts id e .

Figure 4.7: Pati Joni and Activist Mr. Surak Siwarak"

Source: Author’s photograph

10 For my inquiry for information concerning Nong Tao village, an officer of Mae Wang 
district office mentioned the problems of opium poppy growing and opium addicts in the village. He 
then suggested me to take a letter from the district to the village leader for my security. This experience 
manifested the officers’ incomprehension and the remaining stereotype of chao-kao (hilltribes).'1 Pati Joni is second from right, and Surak Siwarak is on the far right.
At a seminar on Sgaw Karen folktales, life style, culture, tribes, and music organized by the Spirit in 
Education Movement (SEM) on 27 November, 2004.
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T hird ly , as  a n  in te rn a l fac to r, th e  y o u th  g ro u p  fu n c tio n s  a s  a n  “ in fo rm a l 
ed u c a tio n  in s titu te ” , w h ic h  h av e  h ad  a c c u m u la te d  k n o w led g e  o n  h o w  to  p ro te c t K a ren  
id e n tity  an d  tra d itio n , w h ile  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  h a s  p ro v id e d  th e  y o u th  w ith  sk ills  th e y  
c a n  u se  to  p ro te c t th e ir  id en tity  an d  trad itio n s .

F ourth ly , th e  e x is te n c e  o f  c h a rism a tic  leader, P a ti Jo n i a n d  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  N o n g  
T ao y o u th  g ro u p  is a lso  a n  in te rn a l fac to r. T h e  y o u th  g ro u p  is n o t en tire ly  au to n o m o u s . 
L ead e rs  w ith in  th e  v illag e  en c o u ra g e s  th e  y o u th  to  en g ag e  in  th e  a c tiv itie s  to  s tre n g th e n  
an d  p ro te c t K a ren  id en tity  a n d  w isd o m .

Figure 4.8: Model o f  Factors concerning the Roles o f  the N ong Tao Educated Youth

Médias & Outsiders

Information

Local Intellectuals 
Village Leaders

Source: Author
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W h en  th e y  a c te d  a s  a n  in te rm ed ia ry  b e tw e e n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t an d  th e  v illag e rs  
fo r th e  K in g ’s R o y a l P ro je c t and  th e  F eb ru a ry  6 lh g e n e ra l e le c tio n , th e ir  fu n c tio n  w a s  to  
let th e  g o v e rn m e n t h ea r th e  v illa g e rs ’ v o ic e s  an d  a lso  to  let th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s p o lic ie s  
re a c h  th e  v illag e rs . T h e ir  ro le  a s  m e d ia to rs  is im p o rta n t fo r a ssu rin g  m u tu a l 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t an d  v illag e . S u ch  m e d ia to r  ro le  is p la y e d  
p re d o m in a n tly  b y  th e  e d u c a te d  y o u n g  m en .

F u rth er, th ro u g h  in te rv iew s  a n d  o b se rv a tio n , I n o te d  th a t th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w h o  
do  n o t p u rsu e  h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  k eep  K a re n  tra d itio n  th ro u g h  acq u irin g  w e a v in g  an d  
co o k in g  sk ills  fro m  th e ir  m o th e rs , w h ile  th e  re la tiv e ly  h ig h ly  e d u c a te d  w o m e n  h a d  little  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  acq u ire  th e se  sk ills , an d  th e  y o u n g  m e n  te a c h  K a re n  lan g u ag e  an d  u se  
co m p u te r  sk ills  to  s tre n g th e n  an d  p ro m o te  th e ir  cu ltu re . In  o th e r  w o rd s , m o stly  
w o m e n  p re se rv e  th e ir  tra d itio n  in  th e  tra d itio n a l w a y  th a t th e ir  a n c e s to rs  h ad  as  th e ir  
life -s ty le , w h e rea s  th e  m e n  s tre n g th e n  th e ir  tra d itio n  in  th e  m o d e m  w a y  th a t  th e y  
acq u ire  k n o w le d g e  fro m  a  sch o o l. T h e re fo re , it can  b e  sa id  th a t  th e  m en  a b s tra c t th e  
id ea  o f  K a re n  id en tity  an d  tra d itio n  as  a n  o b jec t to  be p re se rv e d .12

In  ad d itio n , it is in te re s tin g  th a t  th e  y o u n g  m en  in d iv id u a liz e  th e ir  ro le s  as 
c u ltu ra l p ro m o te rs  am o n g  th e  y o u th  g ro u p  m em b ers . P ich a i, w h o  is g o o d  a t K a re n  
lan g u ag e  an d  lite ra tu re , te a c h e s  K a ren  lan g u ag e  to  th e  y o u n g e r  g en e ra tio n , an d  
S iw ak o m , w h o  is eq u ip p ed  w ith  c o m p u te r  literacy , u se s  e lec tro n ic  d e v ic e s  su c h  as  a  
c o m p u te r  an d  v id eo  c a m e ra  to  re c o rd  trad itio n a l r itu a ls , o ra l h is to ry , an d  fo lk ta les .
T h is  d iv e rs ity  an d  in d iv id u a tio n  o f  ro le s  w as  n o t fo u n d  am o n g  th e  y o u n g  w o m en . 
F u rth er, it is re m a rk a b le  th a t  th e  ro le s  th e ir  fa th e rs  p lay ed  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  a lso  h av e  
b een  c le a rly  re c o g n iz e d  am o n g  th e  v illag e rs . W h en  th e  p rim a ry  sc h o o l in  N o n g  Tao 
v illa g e  h ad  a  lo ca l c u rr ic u lu m  to  te a c h  th e  s tu d e n ts  lo ca l w isd o m , fo r in s tan ce  K a re n  
lan g u ag e , n a tu ra l re so u rc e  m a n a g e m e n t, r itu a ls , a n d  lo ca l m u sic , th e  so le  K a re n  te a c h e r  
in  th e  sc h o o l a rra n g e d  lo ca l m en  to  be  le c tu re rs  re lev an t to  e a c h  su b jec t.

A rm y  tra in in g  w ill b e  o b lig a to ry  fo r th e  y o u n g  v illa g e rs  a b o v e  21 y ea rs  o ld  an d  
u n d e r  25 y eas  o ld  s in ce  th is  year. T h is  im p lie s  th a t on ly  m e n  w ill h av e  th e  re la te d  n ew  
o p p o rtu n itie s  in  th e  fritu re  b ecau se , fo r ex am p le , th ey  w ill be  ab le  to  w o rk  as 
g o v e rn m e n ta l o ffice rs . T h is  m ay  cau se  a  ch an g e  in  id en tity  fo r th e se  m en , so  th a t  n a tio n  
sta te  a ffa irs  m ig h t be  g iv e n  p r io r ity  o v e r th e  co m m u n ity . I t c an n o t be p re d ic te d  w ith  
ce rta in ty , b u t th e  p o in t is th a t  at least it w ill h av e  im p lica tio n s  in  th e  fu tu re .

12 For related discussions, refer to Chapter 1.5.2 Social Change.
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Figure 4.9: Army Training R egistration Form

Source: Author’s photograph

T h is  th e s is  im p lie s  sev e ra l co n se q u e n c e s  fo r th e  fu tu re  o f  N o n g  T ao  y o u th  g ro u p  
ac tiv itie s . W e c a n  see  th a t  m o d e rn  ed u c a tio n  h as  in tro d u ced  n e w  w a y s  o f  v ie w in g  
trad itio n , a n d  th a t th e se  n e w  v iew s  h av e  a  p a r tic u la r  g en d e r d iv is io n  to  th em . M o stly  
y o u n g  w o m e n  co n tin u e  to  lea rn  K a ren  tra d itio n s  in  a  la rg e ly  tra d itio n a l w ay , th a t  is, 
th ro u g h  ex p erien ce . Y oung  m en , h o w ev er, h av e  s ta r te d  to  see  tra d itio n s  like  a  su b jec t 
in  sch o o l: so m e th in g  to  be  le a rn t a t a  d is tan ce , an d  m em o rized , o r  so m e th in g  to  be
ta u g h t in  a  c la ss ro o m  (as w ith  K a re n  lan g u ag e  c la sse s), ra th e r  th a n  le a rn ed  th ro u g h  
ex p erien ce . In  th is  se co n d  w ay, tra d itio n s  b e c o m e  o b jec tif ied  ra th e r  th a n  d irec tly  
lived .

A n o th e r  co n se q u e n c e  o f  th is  ch an g e  is a  ch an g e  in  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  K a re n  
trad itio n s . C e rta in  c u ltu ra l item s, su ch  as  K a re n  lan g u ag e  an d  lite ra tu re , a re  
c o n c e p tu a liz ed  as  so m e th in g  to  be  reco rd ed , tau g h t, an d  p ro te c te d , h o w ev e r, c e rta in  
item s g e t left o u t. W e see, fo r  ex am p le , th a t a lth o u g h  a n im ism  u se d  to  p lay  a n  
im p o rta n t ro le  in  N o n g  T ao  trad itio n s , it is n o t h ig h ly  v a lu e d  by  N o n g  T ao  y o u th s . A s 
a  re su lt, it is n o t am o n g  th e  tra d itio n s  th e  y o u th  seek  to  p rese rv e . T h ey  m ay  re c o rd  
a n im is t r itu a ls  to  sh o w  o u ts id e rs , b u t th ey  do  n o t le a rn  an d  p ra c tic e  th e  r itu a ls  fo r 
th em se lv es .

F u rth er, m ilita ry  tra in in g  im p lie s  th a t o n ly  m e n  w ill h av e  th e  re la te d  n ew  
o p p o rtu n itie s  in  th e  fu tu re  a s  g o v e rn m e n ta l jo b s , an d  m ay  cau se  a  c h a n g e  in  id en tity  fo r
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th e se  m en , so  th a t lo y a lty  to  n a tio n  s ta te  m ig h t be  g iv e n  p r io r ity  o v e r  th e  co m m u n ity . 
I t  m ay  lead  to  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  g e n d e r  ro le s  in  th e  fu tu re .

L astly , in  sp ite  o f  its  u n iq u e n e ss  in  te rm s o f  th e  e x is ten ce  o f  c h a r ism a tic  lead e r 
in  th e  v illag e  as  P a ti Jo n i, N o n g  T ao  v illag e  is lik e ly  to  b e  a  m o d e l to  th e  o th e r  K a ren  
v illag es  th a t  h av e  b e e n  faced  w ith  m o d e rn iz a tio n  a n d  th e  s tru g g le  o f  m a in ta in in g  th e ir  
e th n ic  id en tity  an d  trad itio n .
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