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This thesis focuses on studying urban expansion and transformation of land
use in the Southwest region of Bangkok Metropolitan Area (BMA), causes and factors
effecting agricultural land transformation, results of such change, together with suggestions for
future sustainable development in order to benefit urban and suburban population within the
study area.

The study finds that the rapid urban sprawl plays an important role in turning
the Southwest Region of BMA from agricultural into urban area, thus replacing the vacant
land with housing lots, commercial buildings, and industries. The remaining agricultural land
must turn to be commercial - oriented to deal with such rapid urban sprawl.

Results of the analysis for factors effecting agricultural land use
transformation reveal that urban expansion plays a major role in both socio-economic,
as well as environmental aspects. The socio-economic structure has changed from
agriculture- relied to industrial- relied to generate more jobs and ensure higher incomes,
whereas environmental deterioration has occurred due to careless development. Therefore,
suggestions for future sustainable development are needed to help develop the entire city in
an environmentally balancing pattern.
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