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In 2014, the "Three Principles on Transfer of Defense Equipment and
Technology" was adopted in accordance with the Abe Administration's National
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proactive contribution to peace and set out clear principles which match the
security environment. The aim of the study is to answer the question: "How Japan's
policy of defense equipment export to Southeast Asia through the 2014 Three
Principles serves its purpose vis-a-vis national security strategy?". The results
showed that Japan's defense equipment export policy to Southeast Asia combines
both donations and sales, also integrating with its defense capacity-building
assistance program and other equipment-related military cooperation. It reflects
Japan's "hedging strategy" which aims at counterbalancing Chinese influence to
maintain the regional status quo as well as dealing with the uncertainties of the
U.S.-Japan alliance, by enhancing military activities and building a network of
strategic partnerships with like-minded Southeast Asian countries through the

policy of defense equipment export.
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! Ministry of Defense Japan, Japan Defense Focus 52 (May 2014): p. 4.

2 Ministry of Foreign Affairs Japan, "Japan's Policies on the Control of Arms Export," [Online] Available
from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/un/disarmament/policy/index.html [29 July 2019]
? Ibid.
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Masuunlduleureduininigagn (proactive pacifism %38 proactive contribution to

% Yuzo Maruyama, "A Review of Three Principles on Arms Exports," 9 February 2012, [Online] Available
from: https://www.nippon.com/en/currents/d00016/a-review-of-the-three-principles-on-arms-exports.html [20
March 2020]

> Ibid.

® Heigo Sato, Japan’s arms export and defense production policy, Center for Strategic and International

Studies, (2015), p. 2.
" Ministry of Defense Japan, Defense of Japan 2014 English Version (Tokyo: Ministry of Defense, 2014),

pp. 330-331.
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o 9 48 IV. 1 (8) 910 The Goverment of Japan, "National Security Strategy December 17, 2013," December
2013, [Online] Available from: https://www.cas.go.jp/jp/siryou/131217anzenhoshou/nss-e.pdf [29 July 2019]

' Ibid.

! Ministry of Defense Japan, Defense of Japan 2014 English Version, p. 133.

2 fuiten nesraninvuazauey, JaansaudAnwensanans gnsmaniunigng U 2014 (NJUMnIMIUAS: qud
Anwgnseans andudnnistesiudsemna, 2557), wih 43.

3 Hiroyuki Sugai, Japan's future defense equipment policy (Washington, DC: Brookings, Center for 21st

Century Security and Intelligence at Brookings, 2016), p. 3.
Y lbid., p. 13.

15 Sato, Japan’s arms export and defense production policy p. 2.

16 Christopher Hughes, "Japan's emerging arms transfer strategy: diversifying to re-centre on the US-

Japan alliance," The Pacific Review 31, 4 (2018): p. 426.
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