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Project Title' : EDUCATIONAL SETTING AND PROBLEMS OF THE SKAW KAREN:
A CASE STUDY OF PHATAEK VILLACE, TAMBOL SOPPENG, CHIENGMAI.
Researcher : Assistant Professor Pacharawan Chandrangsu

Year 1., -BaEe 2529 <2531

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this stpdy was to examine the state of education and the
problems of the Skaw Karen, both in and out of schoel in Phataek Village,
Tambol Soppeng, Maetaeng Diétrict, Chiengmai. The methods used for this
study were documentary research and field study, with emphésis on observation
and interviews of key informants, such as community leaders, school teachers

~ and administrators, students, parents, and government officials.

The findings of this research are as follows: thé integfation policy. .
of the govérnment to use education as a factor in mixing the culture of the
hilltribe people with the Thai society has been successful only to a point.
-Although the Karens of the Skaw group have been granted Thai nationality and
enjoy rights and priviledges as fulllcitizens, they have been slow in adapting
into the Thai Society. These Karens still maintain their own ethnic.
characteristics in language, costume,.beliefa, rituals, etc. Traditionally,
the Karen had no formal schooling. The family has played a major role in
passing along their own customs and work-oriented experiences to their
off-spring. The government considers the Karen's children as Thais and therefore

allows them to receive education according to the compulsory education

curriculum set up in B.E. 2521 for ‘elementary education in the village school.
The school finds it difficult to implement the existing curriculum so that

it meets local needs. Educational standards are lower than those set up by the

Office of National Primary Education Commission, mainly because of a lack of
understanding among school officials of the Karen's cultural background. This
~study suggests that this problem could be solved by integrating the educational

approach into the life eof the community.
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