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The research is aimed at planning the land use in preparation 
for urban development around Suranaree University of Technology, 
Suranaree Subdistrict, Muang District, Nakhon Rachasima Province, in 
accordance with the potential and existing characteristics of the 
area.

Generally, the community around the university is undulating 
foothill plains. Some part of the community is located in the 
deteriorated preserved forest; which is now included in a land 
reformation area. Being a rural community, people mostly work in 
agricultural sector and industrial factories respectively. As a result 
of the establishment of Suranaree University of Technology, the 
announcement of land reformation and allowance of forest use, and the 
expansion of the city of Nakhon Rachasima. The agricultural area 
around the university is now changing into a suburb.

According to the study, the establishment of the university, 
the land reformation announcement, and the expansion of the city of 
Nakhon Rachasima, have caused the area to develop while transportation 
has become more convenient. Several new roads provide access for new 
areas and, consequently, yielding a chance for real estates and 
commercial district development within the area. It can be concluded 
that the university has attracted development. Along with urban 
growth, several problems have been developed. The major one is the 
encroachment of the urban and agricultural area into the deteriorated 
preserved forest where ownership has not been granted Consequent minor 
problems are the unorderly land development, the problem of land 
ownership, and the lack of water supply.

To prevent further problems, the land use plan is proposed to 
support the urban growth around Suranaree University of Technology. 
The residential land use is set at the north of the community while 
the commercial and industrial land uses are located along Mitrapab 
Road. In the land reformation area, there is a promotion of community 
forestry that people can live with the forest balancely. In addition', 
5 areas are reserved for community development ะ the area to support 
the expansion of the city of Nakhon Ratchasima, the area for mixed 
commercial and residential development, the residential area, the 
agricultural area urgently requiring the documents of right, and the 
agricultural area.
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