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T h a ila n d  l i k e  many o f  i t s  s o u th e a s t  A s ia n s  n e ig h b o r s  h a s  e x p e r ie n c e d  
r a p id  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  ch an g es  in  th e  p a s t  y e a r s .  T h is  p r e v a i l i n g  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  
c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  g ro w th  o f  a s t r o n g  f o r - p r o f i t  p r i v a t e  h e a l t h  s e c t o r  p r o v i 
d in g  m a in ly  c u r a t i v e  c a r e  i n  p r i v a t e  c l i n i c s  and h o s p i t a l s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  
c o u n tr y ,  w h ile  th e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i s  s t im u la t in g  q u a l i t y  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  and 
p e r h a p s ,  econom ic e f f i c i e n c y ,  i t  i s  a t  th e  same tim e  a l s o  r a i s i n g  s e r io u s  
c o n c e rn s  su ch  a s  c o s t  e s c a l a t i o n ,  e q u i ty  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  and  b r a i n  d r a i n '  from  
th e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e c t o r .  To overcom e some o f  th e s e  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  th e  
gov ern m en t h a s  b e e n  u n d e r ta k in g  v a r io u s  h e a l t h  c a r e  f in a n c in g  re fo rm s  a t  d i f 
f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  th e  h e a l t h  c a r e  d e l iv e r y  sy s tem  in c lu d in g  p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  mix 
m anagem ent i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l s .

The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  a r e  t o  exam ine th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  m ix m anagem ent i n  Ban Paew d i s t r i c t  com m unity h o s p i t a l  and i t s  
e f f e c t s  on th e  h o s p i t a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  and c o s t - r e c o v e r y .  A c h ro n o lo g y  o f  e v e n ts  
o f  p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  mix a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d .  The f o l lo w in g  f o u r  s p e c i f i c  
ou tcom es a r e  m easu red  to  d e te rm in e  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  p /p  m ix a c t i v i t i e s :

-  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e ;
-  h o s p i t a l  u t i l i z a t i o n ;
-  e q u i ty  and e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  sy stem ;
-  c o s t - r e c o v e r y  o f  th e  h o s p i t a l .
The a v a i l a b l e  d a ta  s t r o n g ly  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  h av e  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t  

im provem ent in  a l l  f o u r  outcom e c r i t e r i a  e s p e c i a l l y  h o s p i t a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  and 
c o s t - r e c o v e r y .  The f in d in g s  o f  h o s p i t a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  Ban Paew a r e  com pared 
w ith  a n e ig h b o r in g  d i s t r i c t  w i th  c o n v e n t io n a l  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  m anagem ent sy s te m . 
I t  i s  found  t h a t  Ban Paew h o s p i t a l  h as  much h ig h e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e  th a n  t h a t  
o f  i t s  n e ig h b o r .  C o n c lu s io n s  a r e  th e n  draw n to  d e te rm in e  th e  s u c c e s s e s  o r  
f a i l u r e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p /p  m ix sy stem  o f  Ban Paew. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  P /P  mix m anagem ent i n  Ban Paew h a s  b een  d i s c u s s e d  i n  l i g h t  o f  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n  to  o th e r  com m unity h o s p i t a l s  in  th e  c o u n try  o r  e ls e w h e re  in  th e  
r e g i o n .
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