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This is a stuay concentrating on the development and continuity ofthe
Tamnak Phra Mae Kuan-Yin Chokchai 4, a new religious group under the
leacership ofits charismatic founder, that has been expanding rapily in Thailand in
recent decaes. Data for this study is obtained through participant-observation and
In-clepth interviews at the main Tamnak, including occasional visits to its branches
on Ramindra Road in Bangkok and in Ch|ang Mai for approximately two years.
In-epth interviews were conducted with the group’s founder and the prominent
members inthe committee.

The study shows that the charismatic qualities, including compassion to

save mankind, ofthe group’s founder, Phra Mae Kuan-Seng, have proven to be the

most 5|gn|f|can t factors that have attracted people to her group.  In her passage of

life, her personality has developed from being a normal person, transforming into a

medium of Kuan-Yin Bodhisattva, and finally identifying herself with Kuan-Yin

Bodhisattva. The group’s social activities are dlso conducted, but have less effect
on bringing in members to the group than its religious activities.

Since the Tamnak Phra Mae Kuan-Yin Chokchai 4, along with the
founder’s charisma as a living Kuan-Yin Bodhisattva, shows no harmto the society
at large, the religious group will be able to continue and coexist with other
Institutions inthe Thai society.
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