
C h a p te r  T h re e

T h e  T a m n a k  P h r a  M a e  K u a n -Y in  
C h o k c h a i 4

3 . 1  T h e  T a m n a k :  P a l a c e  o f  K u a n - Y i n  B o d h i s a t t v a

The w ord  “Tam nak” used  as the nam e o f  the relig iou s group, in the  

Thai language, is  another w ord  for “a p lace  w ith  functions sim ilar to  th ose  

o f  a tem p le” . To the relig ious group o f  the Tam nak Phra M a e K uan-Y in  

C hokchai 4 , it is  a lso  referred to  as the “P alace o f  B uddha” (herein  after 

referred as the “Tam nak”). A lthough K uan-Y in  B odhisattva  still retains the 

tittle o f  a B od hisattva , to  her fo llo w ers K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  is regarded as 

a Buddha, as the B od hisattva  has p ostp on ed  entry to  B uddhahood for a 

cau se that is  m eaningful to  other b eings. T herefore, her resid ing  p la ce , it is  

generally  referred to as a “P alace o f  B uddha.” A lso  for this reason, at the  

Tam nak, K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  is referred to as “Phra M a e”, an honorary  

tittle for a R everend  M other.

C hokchai 4 is  the location  o f  the m ain Tam nak w here the full 

address is: N o . 4 /3 7  Soi-Suksunti 7 , C hokchai 4 , Ladprao R oad, Ladprao  

A rea, B angkok. B uilt b y  donations from  d ev o tees and the founder, Phra
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M ae K uan-Seng, h erself, the Tam nak is  a lso  the largest M ahayana Buddhist 

Institution attributed to  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  in Thailand. The Tamnak  

w a s said  to  h ave b een  built at an approxim ate co st o f  m ore than forty m illion  

bahts. The present location  o f  the Tam nak is said  to  b e ch o sen  and the  

Tam nak its e lf  w as built “w ith  the personal a ssistan ce  o f  K uan-Y in  

B od hisattva  herself; her m ale child  attendant C hao C hai A n g-H ai-Y i 

(Prince R ed  C hild), and other d ivine b ein gs including the C hao Pho  

M angkon  K h iaw  (T he G reen D ragon  w h o  is  said  to  have b een  seen  and  

w h o se  photograph w a s taken b y  a p assen ger  aboard an airplane, w ith  

K uan-Y in  B od h isattva  on  h is b ack  traveling through c lou d s) w h o  has b een  

resid ing  in the p lot o f  land lon g  before the construction  o f  the Tam nak w h ile  

w aiting  for the Tam nak to  be built.

The relig iou s group o f  the Tam nak Phra M ae K uan-Y in  C hokchai 4 

w a s originated in H uai-K hw ang area in B an gk ok  and had m o ved  to  its 

current address in Ladprao area in B an gkok  in 1 98 4 , w h ich  according  to  

m em bers o f  the group is  to  “ fo llo w  the instruction g iven  b y  Phra M ae  

K uan-Y in  B od h isattva .” A lthough nam ed as the “Tam nak Phra M ae  

K uan-Y in” , to  the fo llo w ers, all B uddhas, B od h isattvas and D iv in e  B e in gs  

liv ing  w ith in  and outside the M ahayana tradition are a lso  the m ain o b jects o f  

w orship . T herefore, at the Tam nak com p ou nd  and inside the building, there 

are large co llec tio n s o f  statues o f  B uddhas, B od h isattvas and D iv in e  B ein gs  

com p leted  w ith  the altars, o fferings and safety  b o x e s  reconstructed  for



donations to  b e  p laced . For d ev o tees , there are co llec tio n s o f  statues and 

am ulets o f  different functions and o f  different s iz es  to  bring h om e b y  paying  

a certain am ount o f  contribution.
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Illustration 3.1 (a)
The sym b olic  statue o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  w ith  C hao Chai A n g-H ai-Y i 
on the sacred toad.
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The sym b olic  statue o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  B odhisattva  w ith  C hao Chai 
A n g-H ai-Y i on the sacred toad.

Illustration 3.1 (a)
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K uan-Y in  B odhisattva  B od hisattva  travelling on the back  o f  the Green  
D ragon as seen  in the w id ely  distributed photograph w hich  is said  to have  
b een  taken b y  a p assen ger aboard an airplane.

Illustration 3.1 (b)
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A t the center o f  the com pound, im m ediately  in front o f  the building, 

K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  stands tall on the toad  that sy m b o lizes  prosperity, 

and w ith  her is her m ale child  attendant, “C hao Chai A n g -H a i-Y ii” on  her 

left, cruising on w a v es  in the sea  w h ich  is sym b olized  b y  the pond w here  

they  stand. Statues o f  B od hisattvas and D iv in e  B ein gs cou ld  b e seen  

surrounding the com pound area and on the r o o f top o f  the first floor o f  the  

build ing behind the statue o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  and on top  floors o f  the 

build ings in the sam e com pound.

Inside the m ain build ing on  its first floor, the hall is  d iv id ed  into  

different legendary w orlds as d escribed  in the o ld  C h in ese , Indian and Thai 

b eliefs . In each  w orld , b esid es  statues o f  o b jects o f  w orsh ip , it is  com p leted  

w ith  altars, o fferings and reconstructed  safety  b o x es  for contribution. On  

the first floor, there is  a shop  offering am ulets and statues for d ev o tees  to  

bring h om e and an inform ation center w here donations for the tem ple are 

accepted . A t on e o f  the entrance on  the left to  the build ing there is  another 

inform ation counter w here offerings are so ld  and w here a d v ises for p lacing  

offering as according to  o n e ’ร w ish es  cou ld  be sought.

The secon d  floor o f  the m ain build ing is m ostly  u sed  as storage  

sp ace and a lso  serve as private quarters for fo llow ers. It is therefore  

norm ally c lo sed  to  public. The third floor is the m editation  hall u sed  for 

serm ons, rituals, and a lso  used  as a p lace  for m editation  and w here d ev o tees
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com m unicate w ith  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva , G od s and G o d d esses  and other 

supernatural b ein gs. The hall is  a lso  served  as a p lace  to  w orsh ip  B uddhas, 

B od hisattvas and other D iv in e  B ein gs. The fourth floor is  ca lled  the 

V egetarian  H all. It is  the dining room  and a lso  a p lace  w here vegetarian  

fo o d  for offering is prepared. There are a lso  altars for payin g  h om age to  

B uddhas and B odhisattvas. On the top floor o f  the m ain build ing, there are 

quarters for the d isc ip les.

A lo n g  the w a lls  at both sid es o f  the stairs lead in g  to  the third and 

fourth floor and a lso  on the fourth floor there are photographs o f  the past 

and present o f  the Founder w ith  her fam ily and friends. A ll are there to  

sh ow  that the Founder had com e from  a happy fam ily. A ccord in g  to  the  

Founder, she had left the happy fam ily life  not to  seek  refuge in a relig ious  

institution, but, b ecau se  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  has m ake her realized  that 

there is a m ore m eaningful cau se  w h ich  is  to  prom ote the teach ing  o f  

K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  to  b e com p assion ate  to  all b ein gs, and to save  their 

souls.

On the top  floors o f  the build ings, there are H eaven ly  W orld  for 

B uddhas built as seen  b y  the Founder during her trips to  H eaven  and H ell. 

T his is  a sp ecia l floor norm ally not u sed  for ordinary rituals but cou ld  be  

v isited  w ith  p erm ission . A  n ew  tw en ty -o n e  story pagoda, w h ich  is to  b e the
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w orld  largest, is  exp ected  to  b e com p leted  by 1999  to  h ou se  a total o f

1 0 ,0 00  statues o f  Buddhas.

T o date, there are tw o  other Tam naks in different loca tion s w h ich  

are b ein g  built under the com m ission  o f  the Tam nak Phra M a e K uan-Y in  

C hokchai 4 . B e s id e s  the m ain Tam nak Phra M ae K uan-Y in  C hokchai 4 in 

Ladprao area o f  B an gkok , there is a m ostly  com p leted  Tam nak in C hiang  

M ai city  in C hiang M ai P rovince in the north o f  Thailand. A nother one is  

situated  on  Ram indra R oad  in B an gkok  w here construction  has already  

begun. The Tam nak at Ram indra is a lso  attached w ith  a h ou sin g  estate  

op en ed  to  public for sa le , w h ich  h as b een  partly com p leted , a lso  for a 

com m unity o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  fo llo w ers w h o  w ish  to  live  nearby the 

tem ple.

L ocation  o f  the three Tam naks are printed on  the nam e card as in the

fo llow in g:
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Illu stra tion  3 .1  (c )

T h e T am n ak  Phra M a e  K u a n -Y in  C h o k c h a i 4  in  B a n g k o k
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Illu stration  3.1  (d )

T h e  T a m n a k  Phra M a e  K u a n -Y in  in  C h ia n g  M a i
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Illu stration  3 .1  (e )

T h e T am n ak  Phra M a e  K u a n -Y in  C h o k c h a i 4  (R a m in d ra  B ran ch )
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3 . 2  I t s  M e m b e r s h i p

The relig iou s group o f  the Tam nak Phra M ae K uan-Y in  C hokchai 4 

w a s at first form ed b y  c lo se  friends o f  the Founder, Phra M ae K uan-Seng. It 

started as an inform al gathering o f  a fe w  d ev o tees  w h o  m eet frequently to  

read scriptures and for rituals. A s  the Founder b ecam e k n ow n  to m ore  

K uan-Y in  B od h isattva  d ev o tees , m em bers o f  the group increase gradually. 

A  relig iou s group o f  m ore than sev en ty  m em bers w a s then form ed w ith in  a 

year under the nam e o f  the Tam nak Phra M ae K uan-Y in. W h en  the group  

expanded  and the o ld  location  had b eco m e to o  sm all, th ey  m o ved  to  the 

present address at C hokchai 4 and b eca m e the Tam nak Phra M a e  K uan-Y in  

C hokchai 4 . A t present it has a m em bership  o f  d ozen s o f  live-in  m en and  

w om en  ordained d isc ip les; hundreds o f  lay  d isc ip les  and regular m em bers. 

It has a lso  b een  gaining an increasing  num bers o f  n ew  fo llo w ers.

T o organize activ ities and even ts, and a lso  to  a ssist in the daily  

w elfare  o f  the Tam nak and its fo llo w ers, the D isc ip le s  S oc iety  is estab lished  

under the patronage o f  the founder and leader o f  the Tam nak Phra M ae  

K uan-Y in  C hokchai 4 , w h ile  m aintained b y  a group o f  d isc ip les  and  

fo llow ers. A lthough the D isc ip le s  S o c iety  is  m ainly m ade up o f  d isc ip les  

and fo llo w ers o f  the Tam nak, all m em bers o f  the public are w elcom ed .
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B asica lly , there is  a lso  no sp ec ific  w ritten requirem ent to be fu lfilled  

or required p ro cess to  b eco m e a m em ber o f  the group. It requires on ly  the 

active participation o f  the m em ber. A s  the group m em bers has increased  

sharply in recent years, the Tam nak has begun  a registration system  in 1996  

for th ose  w h o  regularly attend its functions and activ ities. T o b e a registered  

m em ber, one is required to fill up the form  and pay up the sum  o f  one  

hundred bahts as a m onthly contribution to  cover the ex p en ses  for all 

printed ack now ledgm ent o f  activ ities forw arded to a m em ber’ร address. 

D ata  to  b e filled  b y  an applicant are as fo llow s:

i. N am e, address, age, nam e o f  introducer, educational 

attainment;

ii. O ccupation , p lace o f  w ork , p osition , o ffice  te lep h on e number;

iii. S pecia l capability;

iv. D ate  o f  jo in in g  m em bership;

V . A m ount o f  financial contribution;

vi. C ontribution is m ade for w h ich  particular m onth.

The o b jectiv es o f  the D isc ip le  S oc iety , as stated b y  the founder and 

as printed on  the handouts distributed b y  the Tam nak, are b ased  on  the 

teach ing  o f  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva  w h ich  are:

a. to  participate in and prom ote the relig ious activities;
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b. to  prom ote unity and for the im provem ent o f  the w e ll b ein g  o f  

the m em bers;

c. to  prom ote mutual understanding and team  w ork  am ong  

m em bers;

d. to  prom ote so c ia l w elfare so  as to  im prove m em b ers’ spiritual 

being;

e. to  prom ote better understanding o f  B u d d h as’ teach in gs so  as 

to im prove m em b ers’ spiritual state.

The overall m em bership  o f  the Tam nak cou ld  b e  categorized  as in  

the fo llow in g:

1. O rdained d isc ip les

2. L ay d isc ip les

3. F o llow ers— R egular and Irregular m em bers

A sid e  from  the first group o f  ordained d isc ip les w h o  w ear the  

traditional robe and cloth ing  for m onk and ทนท, the secon d  and third group, 

the lay m em bers, are free to  w ear anything o f  their o w n  p references w h en  

attending functions and cerem onies. A lthough  u sually  lay  group m em bers  

identify  th em selv es b y  w earing  w h ite  robe or w hite cloth ing  on  cerem onial

occasion s.
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D esp ite  its increasing num ber o f  m em bers, the Tam nak has 

m aintained the sam e sim ple organization  chart as w h en  it w a s estab lished  

w ith  its first generation  o f  ordained d iscip les:

The Leader  

Phra M ae K uan-Seng  

(Incarnation o f  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva)

O rdained D isc ip le  L ay D isc ip le

F o llow ers

R egular/ Irregular M em bers

3 .2 .1  O r d a i n e d  d i s c i p l e s

A ccord in g  to  Phra M ae K u an-Seng, ordination is  for th ose  w h o  

have exp ressed  strong determ ination and ability to  renounce the w orld ly  

life— th ose w h o  are prepared to  sacrifice  o n e se lf  com p letely  for the sake o f  

other b ein g s and to seek  the w ay  to N irvana, the suprem e enlightenm ent. A  

m onk or a ทนท o f  the M ahayana sch o o l, w h ile  bearing in m ind the 

com p assion ate w a y  as ob served  b y  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva , to  re lieve liv ing  

b eings o f  all sufferings, should  therefore, first o f  all, has the com p assion  o f
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n ever to  exp lo it or eat the m eat o f  any liv ing  b eings. Thus h e/sh e  has to be  

able to  b eco m e a vegetarian  for h is/her lifetim e. A  d isc ip le , ordained or lay  

d iscip le , d ev o tes h im se lf/h erse lf to  the m oral and relig ious practices o f  the 

M ahayana B uddhist tradition.

In 1 99 1 , the re lig iou s group had first started w ith  five  ordained  

d isc ip les  as the first generation  o f  ordained d isc ip les  o f  the Tam nak. T hey  

w ere ordained at the legendary h o ly  land o f  K uan-Y in  B od h isattva  in the 

P e o p le ’s R ep ub lic  o f  C hina together w ith  the founder, Phra M ae K uan- 

Seng. S in ce then, the num ber o f  ordained d isc ip les  h as b een  increasing  w ith  

both  m ale and fem ale  m em bers w h o  com e from  different age groups and o f  

different background.

The fo llo w in g  are the first five  ordained d isc ip les o f  the Tamnak  

Phra M ae K uan-Y in  C hokchai 4 , ordained at the sam e tim e as the founder.

1. M r. A pilarak Sae-T ang (ordained at age 3 4 )

2. M s. Pakthpring รนทgsittichot (ordained at age 3 2 )

3. M r. Sutheth Sungsittichot (ordained at age 3 0 )

4. M r. N atch esit Suphasiriw ithaya (ordained at age 2 5 )

5. M s. Suphita Chatrapirak (ordained at age 18)
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Illustration 3 .2

The Founder and the first generation  o f  the Ordained D isc ip les .
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A n  ordination cerem ony is norm ally h eld  on ce a year on  the 

ordination day o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva , as stated  in the D h a ra n i o f  G r e a t  

C o m p a ss io n , and in the legendary h o ly  land o f  N am -hai P h o-th o-S u a1 in 

the P eop le  R ep ub lic  o f  China. B e in g  ordained in the h o ly  land, according to  

the founder, w ou ld  m ean a better beginn ing on the path to  salvation . A n  

ordination cerem ony is perform ed at the K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  T em ple in 

the P e o p le ’ร R ep ub lic  o f  C hina w here according  to  the leg en d  is  the  

enlightenm ent p lace  o f  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva. The cerem ony is  norm ally  

h eld  o n ce  a year for the d isc ip les  o f  the Tam nak on au sp iciou s day.

O rdained d isc ip les o cca sion a lly  v isit H ut-K w ang-Sua, a large and 

fam ous B uddhist tem ple in the South o f  T aiw an to study scriptures and for  

the m editation  practice. A ccord in g  to  the d isc ip les  and fo llo w ers, the  

reason  for ch oo sin g  H u t-K w ang-S ua as location  for the relig iou s stud ies is , 

it is  a h o ly  p lace  w herePhra M ae K u an -S en g  has b een  sh ow n  o f  her faith, a 

p la ce  w here the truth o f  life  and her m ission s in th is w orld  has been  

revealed . It is  a lso  a p lace  w here the Founder has b een  v isited  b y  K uan-Y in  

B od hisattva  and has exp erien ced  m iracles such  as b ein g  lifted  o f f  to  the sky  

and taken to a tour to  H eaven  and H ell b y  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva.

1 According to tile legend, Kuan-Yin Bodhisattva lives in Nam-hai, which in Chinese means the 
South Sea. Pho-tho-Sua, tile name of place adopted from the Photola where it is said in the legend 

that Avalokitesvara lives.
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Important as it is , the ordination is perform ed b y  a M ahayana  

B uddhist authority o f  appropriate relig ious statuร in a sim ple cerem ony  

w h ich  includ es p ay in g  h om age and taking up the v o w  to  fo llo w  the relig ious  

teach ing. O n ce ordained, the d isc ip le  is  required to  rem ain at the h o ly  land  

for a short period  o f  relig iou s study w h ich  include recitation , m editation  and  

other relig ious practices. I f  con d itions a llo w ed , norm ally the d isc ip les  

w ou ld  then v isit T aiw an for further study.

In daily  life , the ordained d isc ip le , m ale or fem ale a like, w o u ld  w ear  

gray or dark gray lo o se  top and b ag gy  trousers. A nd  in cerem onial 

activ ities, th ey  w ou ld  w ear y e llo w  robe over the w hite  or dark robe, w ith  

w h ite cotton  or straw  b oots. In the Tam nak, there are separate liv ing  

quarters for m onk and ทนท. E ach  individual live-in  d isc ip les  perform s their 

daily  duties in the Tam nak separately  and b y  h elp in g  each  other.

3 .2 . 2  L a y  d i s c i p l e s

A  lay d isc ip le  is  a d ev o tee  w h o  fo llo w s the relig ious p ractices and i f  

the requirem ents h ave b een  fu lfilled , a sim ple but form al cerem ony w ou ld  

b e h eld  at the Tam nak for the accep tan ce o f  the d isc ip le  to  b eco m e a form al 

d iscip le . A ccord in g  to  the founder and the relig ious calendar o f  the  

Tam nak, the accep tan ce o f  lay  d isc ip le  is  held  tw ice  a year, on  the birthday
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and the ordination day o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  for the w e ll-b e in g  o f  the 

d isc ip le  and as a tribute to  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva.

A  lay  d isc ip le , w h ile  lead in g  the n on nal life  o f  a laity, a lso  has to  

fo llo w  the m oral and relig ious p ractices w h ich  include m editation , recitation  

o f  scriptures, and has to  b e a vegetarian. A  lay  d isc ip le  u sually  w ears dark, 

dark brow n or w h ite  robe w ith  b ig  s le ev e s  on  cerem onial o cca sion , for 

rituals, serm on, and during recitation  and m editation  c la sses . In the 

Tam nak, although lay d isc ip le  are not liv e-in  d isc ip les  and th ey  are not 

required to  perform  the daily  duties o f  m aintaining the condition  o f  the  

Tam nak, th ey  h ave b een  k n ow n  to h ave a lw ay s com e in to  help  voluntarily  

in the daily  w elfare o f  the Tamnak.

A ccep tan ce  o f  lay  d isc ip les  is  perform ed at the Tam nak on  the 

birthday o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  and on  the enlightenm ent day o f  the 

B od hisattva  each  year. A dm itted  d isc ip les  are g iven  an identification  card  

w ith  a n ew  relig ious nam e and date o f  adm ission  printed on the card.

For this o cca sion , K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  is invited  through a long  

p ro cess  o f  recitation  and m editation. B y  m idnight, all p rosp ective  d isc ip les  

w ou ld  go  up to the top  floor o f  the m ain build ing to  w e lco m e  the teacher, 

K uan-Y in  B odhisattva. A fter the rituals o f  payin g  h om age to  all B uddhas 

and B od hisattvas, K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  w ou ld  com e d ow n  and enter the
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m editation  hall from  the top floor to perform  a series o f  rituals to  g ive  

b lessin g s to  the p rosp ective  d isc ip les  through the p hysica l appearance o f  the  

Founder, Phra M ae K uan-Seng. K uan-Y in  B odhisattva  w ou ld  first g ive  

b lessin g  to  attendants o f  the day through Phra M ae K u an -S en g  from  her 

throne, a go ld en  chair w ith  layers o f  cush ion s p la ced  in the center at the 

b ack  o f  the hall facin g  the m ain altar o f  the im ages o f  B uddhas, the  

B od hisattva  as A va lok itesvara  and K uan-Y in  B odhisattva. A s  an 

identification  for an a ccep ted  lay  d isc ip le , K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  w ou ld  

p lace a red seal mark on the w hite robe o f  the lay  d iscip le .

The w h o le  se ss io n  is perform ed under the atm osphere o f  a casual 

fam ily  gathering. A ttendants are free to  talk, to  ask  q u estion s, to  jo k e  w ith  

K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  in the form  o f  Phra M ae K uan-Seng. A s  th is is  a lso  

a K uan-Y in  B od h isa ttva’ร birthday and ordination day, during the se ss io n , 

other B od hisattvas and supernatural b ein g s w ou ld  u sually  jo in  in. The  

cerem ony then b eco m e a spectacular gathering o f  m any b ein g s— o f  

B od hisattvas, supernatural b ein gs and the hum an being.

3 .2 . 3  F o l l o w e r s

A  fo llo w er  is a m em ber w h o  fo llo w s part o f  the relig ious practices. 

A m on g fo llo w ers o f  the group, there are m em bers w h o  attend all functions  

regularly (regular m em bers) and th ose  w h o  participate in the group
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activ ities o cca sio n a lly  (irregular m em bers). The m ost significant

d ifferen ce b etw een  d isc ip les  and fo llo w ers is that all d isc ip les are 

vegetarian , w h ile  som e fo llo w ers o f  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva, although m any  

am ong them  are vegetarian , for th ose  w h o  cannot b eco m e a vegetarian , 

w ou ld  refrain from  eating b e e f  for the reason  that b e e f  is  the m eat o f  one o f  

the tw e lv e  anim als in the zod iaca l sign s and therefore it a lso  under the care  

o f  K uan-Y in  B odhisattva.

1. R e g u la r  M e m b e r s

A  regular m em ber is a d ev o tee  w h o  regularly attends all functions 

and activ ities held  b y  the Tam nak. There is no sp ec ific  requirem ent for 

anyone w h o  w ou ld  lik e to  b eco m e a m em ber although on e w ou ld  be  

requested  to  fill in a registration form  for a p rosp ective  m em ber. D ata  

required are as fo llow s:

A s the m em ber registration has on ly  started in the year 1996 on  a 

m onthly and voluntary b asis , the com p lete  statistical record is for the tim e  

b ein g  for the purpose o f  b oo k  k eep in g  the am ount o f  contribution on  a 

m onthly b asis. The one hundred bahts contribution is u sed  to  cover  

ex p en ses  for delivering  ack now ledgm ent o f  activ ities to  a m em ber’s hom e. 

The group has not yet d esign ed  a registration system  for a yearly  

m em bership or lifetim e m em bership.
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2. Ir r e g u la r  M e m b e r s

A n  irregular m em ber is  a d ev o tee  w h o , w h ile  is  a lso  a d evoted  

fo llo w er  o f  K uan-Y in  B od hisattva  and Phra M ae K uan-Seng, has not b een  

able to  attend all functions or activ ities regularly but is a supportive m em ber  

alw ays ready to  p rovide support to  the activ ities o f  the group and its 

m em bers alike. Irregular m em bers m ight not v isit the Tam nak on a regular 

b asis, but m ight b e an active m em ber in participating the activ ities h eld  at 

the Tam nak. T hey m ight b e d evoted  m em bers w h o  fo llo w  the relig ious  

practices faithfully. Irregular m em bers a lso  include d ev o tees w h o  com e to  

visit o cca sion a lly  to  pray and to  m ake m erits.

T o m aintain the o n -g o in g  o f  the daily  activ ities, the ordained  

d isc ip le  and volun teered  lay  d isc ip le  share the w ork  load. A  com m ittee is  

u sually  form ed to m anage and organize particular activ ities, esp ec ia lly  

w h en  m ore hands are n eed ed  for the task. B asica lly , there is  n o  sp ec ific  

w ritten rules or restrictions for fo llo w ers to  b eco m e a com m ittee m em ber  

excep t that b ein g  a com m ittee m em ber, on e h as to  have the understanding  

and the w illin gn ess to  b e an active participant. M em ber o f  com m ittee cou ld  

b e an ordained d isc ip le , a lay  d isc ip le  or any o f  the fo llo w ers. A s  a 

com m ittee m em ber, a d isc ip le  or fo llo w er , w h ile  w orking to  organize
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activ ities, som etim e a lso  h elp s m aintain the m anagem ent and developm ent 

o f  the daily  w elfare o f  the Tam nak.
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