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This thesis aims at studying the history and works of the three private dance companies in
Bangkok during 1955-1995 1 which ceased to exist . They are Pakawali , Chaloemsat, and Ratchatat.
The research is based upon related documents, interviewing companies heads and involved personels.

The research finds that Pakawali started in 1945 and ended in 1981 It produced 14
plays of various genres. It was the leader in arranging the shows of Thai dance for tourists in the
country and abroad. It works are varied. It dances are many, concise, fast and with many props.
Chaloemsat started in 1952 until 1968 and maintained its teaching up to 1994. It works are 20
classical dance dramas, a singing drama and a nationalistic play. Pra Apaimani and Inao are TV
productions Channel 4. Its dance and costume immitates those of the national theatre styles.
Ratchatat is a voluntary group of dance lovers who want to preserve Thai dance through
performance. It operated during 1962 - 1968 and 1976 - 1985. One of its major works is the
adaptation of a spoken drama in verse into dance drama, and also choreographed many dances
based upon Thai traditional dance and costume.

The research also finds that the private dance companies contributed significantly to the
development of Thai dance during their active operation.
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