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Urban open space is a major part with great importance in a city. As a crucial resource, 
urban open space is now risking a decreasing trend under the aggressive development in the 
commercial district. This study concerns the urban open space network in Satom-Silom-Surawongse 
Commercial District, which is recently the heart of this city, with highly dense population and activity 
but limited supply of urban open space. The aim is to explore and explain the issue, relating the 
utilization of the existing physical structure of urban open space network in the district. Basically, this is 
a qualitative study, mainly through survey and observation methods. It also carries a research on the 
evolution and the general data of the district in the present time, as to lead to a more comprehensive 
analysis of such phenomenon, and finally, the more effective development of the urban open space resource.

The results show that the district has undergoing a more-than-100-year evolution, under the 
changing context from agriculture land to a prime residential district and finally, the national business 
center. This causes the intensity and variety of the district in various ways, namely, land use, physical 
structure, population, as well as physical character of the urban open space network. Presently, the open 
space ratio of the district is quite high. However, besides from the right-of-ways, most supplies are in the 
residential-related land use grounds, with lowest connection with the adjacent areas. The other supplies are 
commercial-related, which appears to be small in size and limited m amount. In conclusion, the network 
cannot enable the utilization with favorably quality and efficiency, in order to support various and massive 
demand of the population. In the present, the utilization mainly occurs as necessary activities and with 
monotony appearance, limited in the daytime of the working days and in the northern part of the district.

To direct the future development of the district urban space network, to develop a 
complete activity network, both in the time and space dimensions, shall be of the main concern, rather 
than to stress on the cursory development of the physical network done. The development includes 
three main parts, which are the development of the main activity spaces, the secondary activity spaces 
as “outdoor urban living rooms" ,and the good linkage system, with close relation to the main generators 
in the district. This requires the direct government development, joint investments with the pnvate 
sector and regulations to direct pnvate development.
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