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This thesis aims at studying twenty-six . sepha literary works in terms of their characteristics and their
development in forms, subject matters, objectives and presentations.These sepha works are divided according to the
period o ftheir composition into three periods :those composed during the Ayutthaya era to the reign of King Rama rv,
those composed during the reign of King Rama V to thereignof King Rama VIl and those written during the reign of

King Rama VIII till the present reign.

The study has found that most of the sepha literary works were originally written in the form of Klon Sepha
with each stanza beginning with the word kra nan. Later, there was a development ofthe use of the beginning words and
formsof versification. As for the beginning words, the poet makes use of the beginning words of Klon Bot Lakon and
Klon Phleng Yaow. As for the forms of versification, the poet inserts Klong, Rai, Chan and verse forms of folk songs
into the sepha. The original forms ofthe sepha literary works have been handed down to most ofthe sepha literary works
atpresent. In terms of the development in subject matters, it has found that they were mainly tales. Later, other subject
matters were added : stories with didactic lessons, those dealing with social and political issue and those meant to give
blessings. In the aspect of the development of their objectives, most sepha literary works initially aimed at narrating
stones and this objective has continued to prevail, yet later objectives to teach lessons, to express opinions and to give
blessings were added. In terms of their presentations, sepha literary works of earlier period were presented in
accompaniment of performances, that is they were recited to entertain listeners. In the reign of King Rama II, they were
sung to accompany the phipat traditional Thai orchestra. In the reign of King Rama V, they were performed in
accompaniment of dances, known as sepha rum and dramas, known as lakhon sepha. After the establishment of a
printing press and improvement in people’s education, sepha literary works have been more widely read up till the

present time.

Studying different aspects in the development of sepha literary works shades light on their two characteristics -

their specific versification and their nature ofbeing narrative poetry.
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