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T his th e s is  a im s  at s tu d y in g  tw e n ty -s ix  . s ep h a  literary w o r k s  in  term s o f  th e ir  ch a ra cter istics  a n d  their  

d ev e lo p m en t in  fo r m s, s u b je c t  m a tters , o b je c t iv e s  a n d  p resen ta tio n s .T h ese  sep h a  w o r k s  are d iv id e d  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  

period o f  th eir  c o m p o s it io n  in to  th ree p e r io d s  : th o s e  c o m p o s e d  d u r in g  th e  A y u tth ay a  era to  th e  r e ig n  o f  K in g  R am a r v ,  

those c o m p o s e d  d u r in g  th e  r e ig n  o f  K in g  R am a V  to  th e  r e ig n  o f  K in g  R am a V II a n d  th o s e  w ritten  d u r in g  th e  re ig n  o f  

K in g  R a m a  V III till th e  p r e s e n t  re ig n .

T he s tu d y  h a s  fo u n d  that m o s t  o f  th e  s e p h a  literary w o r k s  w ere  o r ig in a lly  w ritten  in  th e  fo rm  o f  K lo n  S ep h a  

w ith  e a c h  s ta n z a  b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  w o r d  kra nan. Later, there w a s  a  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  u s e  o f  th e  b e g in n in g  w o r d s  an d  

form s o f  v e r s if ic a tio n . A s  fo r  th e  b e g in n in g  w o r d s , th e  p o e t  m a k e s  u s e  o f  th e  b e g in n in g  w o r d s  o f  K lo n  B o t  L ak on  an d  

K lo n  P h le n g  Y a o w . A s  fo r  th e  fo r m s o f  v er s if ica tio n , th e  p o e t  in serts  K lo n g , R a i, C han  a n d  v e r se  fo r m s o f  fo lk  s o n g s  

in to  th e  sep h a . T h e  o r ig in a l fo r m s o f  th e  sep ha literary w o r k s  h a v e  b e e n  h a n d e d  d o w n  to  m o s t  o f  th e  se p h a  literary w o rk s  

at present. In term s o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  su b jec t m a tters , it h a s  fo u n d  that th e y  w e r e  m a in ly  ta les . L ater, o th er  su b ject  

m atters w e r e  added : s to r ie s  w ith  d id a ctic  le s s o n s , th o s e  d e a lin g  w ith  so c ia l a n d  p o litic a l is s u e  a n d  th o s e  m e a n t to  g iv e  

b lessin gs. In th e  a sp e c t  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  their o b je c tiv e s , m o s t  se p h a  literary w o r k s  in itia lly  a im e d  at narrating  

ston es an d  th is  o b je c t iv e  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  p reva il, y e t  later o b je c tiv e s  to  te a c h  le s s o n s ,  to  e x p r e s s  o p in io n s  a n d  to  g iv e  

b less in g s  w e r e  a d d ed . In term s  o f  th eir  p r ese n ta tio n s , s e p h a  literary w o r k s  o f  earlier p e r io d  w e r e  p r ese n ted  in  

a cc o m p a n im en t o f  p e r fo r m a n c e s , that is  th e y  w ere  re c ited  to  en terta in  listen ers. In th e  r e ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  II, th e y  w ere  

su n g  to  a c c o m p a n y  th e  p h ip at trad ition al T h ai o rch estra . In th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R am a V ,  th e y  w e r e  p e r fo rm ed  in  

a cco m p a n im en t o f  d a n c e s , k n o w n  a s sep h a  ru m  a n d  d ram as, k n o w n  as la k h o n  sep ha. A fte r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a  

printing p r e ss  a n d  im p r o v e m e n t  in  p e o p le ’s  ed u c a tio n , sep ha literary w o r k s  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  w id e ly  read  u p  till the  

p resen t t im e .

S tu d y in g  d iffere n t a sp e c ts  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  sepha literary w o r k s  sh a d e s  lig h t  o n  their tw o  ch aracter istics - 

th eir  s p e c if ic  v e r s if ic a tio n  a n d  their n a tu re  o f  b e in g  narrative p o e try .
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