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The past several decades o f rap id modernization in  Thailand 
have brought s ig n if ic a n t changes to  the re lig io u s  b e lie fs  and 
p rac tices  o f Thais l iv in g  in  Bangkok. simple observation reveals 
there is  an increasing ro le  in  the non-Buddhist elements of 
animism, s u p e rs tit io n  and magic. T ra d itio n a l Buddhism appears to  be 
decreasing in  in flue nce . The changing face o f Thai Buddhism as a 
re s u lt  o f modernization is  viewed by many as cause fo r  concern.

This paper examines the current re lig io u s  s itu a t io n  by 
focusing on ro le  o f s p i r i t  houses in  Bangkok. The Phra Phum, Jaow 
T h ii and Phra Phrom shrines are examined in  d e ta il .  In  a d d itio n  to 
in te rv iew s w ith  respected scholars and r i t u a l  experts concerning 
these three types o f s p i r i t  houses, data was co llec ted  from 893 
Bangkok res idents to  determine trends in  s p i r i t  house b e lie fs  and 
power perception. The power perception o f the d if fe re n t  s p i r i t  
houses is  also compared w ith  other c u rre n tly  popular s p i r i t  shrines 
and images.
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