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ABSTRACT

The purpose of th is  research was to  study the ro les  o f the 

aged in  Thai, socie ty toward the fam ily  aid pub lic  as perceived by 

youth and the aged in  Bangkok M etropolis.

The Sample o f the research comprised of two groups ะ 400 youth 

(15-24 years o ld ) and 303 aged people (60-74 years o ld) in  Bangkok 

M etropolis , by using the m u lti stage random sampling method.

The research instrument was a questionnaire developed by the 

researcher. The content of questionnaire c la s s if ie d  in  two catagories 

ะ ro le  and status o f the aged in  fam ily  and in  p u b lic . The subjects 

were requested to  ra te  the questiounaire on 3 -  le ve l ra tin g  scale. 

The questionnaire was va lidated by the expert. Five research 

assistants were used to  help in  data c o lle c tio u  fo r  in te rv iew ing  the 

aged group. As fo r  the youth subjects they were requested to f i l l  the 

questionnaire by themselves. R e lia b il i ty  among the pa irs  in te rv iew er 

was .9943. The s ta t is t ic a l  analysis, SPSS pragram has been applied.



FINDINGS

I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h  s a m p le  b e i n g  e d u c a t i o n e d  i n  

v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  i . e .  s e c o n d a r y ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  b a c h a l e r  d e g r e e  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  M o s t  o f  th e m  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s  

w i t h  t h e  a g e d  l i k e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d  /  o r  s e n i o r  r e l a t i v e s .  On t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  s e l e c t e d  a g e d  p e o p l e  l i v e  w i t h  t h e i r  s p o u s e .  

B e in g  f r o m  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l , t h e y  h a v e  e a r n e d  t h e i r  l i v i n g  o n  

b u s i n e s s  a n d  m a j o r i t y  d i l i b e r a t e l y  r e t i r e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  6 0 .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  30% s t i l l  h a v e  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o rk  f o r  l i v i n g .  M o s t  o f  t h e  

a g e d  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  h o u s e h o l d  h e a d  o r  s e n i o r  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  

f a m i l y .  M o s t  o f  th e m  h a v e -  g o o d  h e a l t h  a n d  f a i r l y  g o o d  e c o n o m ic s  

s t a t u s ,  a n d  t h e y  s e e m s  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  h a p p i l y .

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  a g e d  a r e  a s  

f o l l o w i n g  ะ

1 .  R o l e s  o f  t h e  a g e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  y o u t h  

a n d  t h e  a g e d  a r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r .  T h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  r o l e  

o f  b e i n g  f r i e n d l y  h e l p f u l  s p o u s e ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e x  i s  n o t  t h e  p r i m a r y  n e e d ,  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  m o t h e r  a n d  

f a t h e r  s u g g e s t i v e ,  c o n s u l t a t i v e  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  

a l s o  t h e  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  s e n i o r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  t h e  

t a s k  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e  e c o n o m ic s  r o l e  i n  f a m i l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m s  n o t  c l e a r  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  y o u t h  b u t  f o r  t h e  a g e d  p e r c e p t i o n ,  t h e  a g e d  c a n  r e d u c e  

t h e  f a m i l y  e x p e n s e s  b y  b e i n g  e c o n o m i z e d .



2 .  R o l e s  o f  t h e  a g e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  y o u t h  

a n d  t h e  a g e d  a r e  a l s o  s i m i l a r .  T h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  r o l e  

o f  b e i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  k n o w le d g e  i n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c e r e m o n i e s ,  a n d  c u l t u r e s ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  g o o d  b u d d h i s t ,  

t h e  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  c o n s u l t a n t  s o l i c i t o u s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o c c u p a t i o n  

p r o m o t i o n  a n d  t h r  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  g o o d  m e m b er o f  t h e  p u b l i c  p u r s u a n t  t o  

t h e  d o n a t i o n s  o r  p u b l i c ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  a g e d  

a r e  n o t  i n f l u e n t i a l  f o r  m a k e in g  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .
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