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The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a r e  t o  s tu d y  th e  em p h asis  and 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  news c o v e ra g e , t o  a n a ly s e  t h e  v ie w p o in t and r e a s o n s  to w a rd s  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  and  t o  in s p e c t  th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  T h a i R a th  n ew sp ap er d u r in g  
th e  May C r i s i s  1992. U sin g  d e s c r i p t i v e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h i s  s tu d y  aim s t o  e x p la in  th e  
r e s u l t s  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  agenda s e t t i n g  th e o r y .

The a n a l y s i s  e x p re s s e s  t h a t  T h a i R a th  n ew sp ap er o b v io u s ly  in fo rm s  and 
s e t s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  ag en d a  o f  th e  governm en t and  m i l i t a r y :  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  
G e n .S u c h in d a  K rap ray o o n  and h i s  p re m ie r s h ip  w i th  l e g a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic 
r e a s o n s  and  th e  a c c u s a t io n  o f  N arong Wongwan1ร d ru g s  t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  th e  re a s o n  
o f  p o l i t i c s .

The s t a n d p o in t  o f  T hai R ath  n ew sp ap er d o es n o t a g a in s t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. 
To b e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t o r ,  T h a i R ath  makes i t s  h e a d l in e s  n u e t r a l  and o m its  p r o t e s t i n g  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t. L ik e ly ,  b o th  colum ns and e d i t o r i a l  d i s s e n t  th e  p ro -d e m o c ra cy  
d e m o n s t r a t io n  i n  t h e  re a s o n s  o f  law , p o l i t i c s  and  eco n o m ics.
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