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This research aims to study the process of professional development of freelance
television and printed media documentary writers in Thailand. The research examines factors that
influence the writers in this profession, factors that influence the work of freelance writers and
their coping skills in managing these factors in order to be successful in this profession. The key
research method is conducting depth interviews with freelance writers, editors and other
responsible persons in media organizations.

The research findings indicate that the professional development of freelance writers is a
spiraling, continuous process, starting in childhood and continuing to the present. Environmental
factors during childhood, especially those from the family and the mass media contribute
significantly to the preparation for this profession. Likewise, these are key foundations that
influence the opportunities for and capacity of the writers in freelance work at later stages. With
regard to the aspect of professional socialization, it is found that educational background, personal
interests and working experiences are influential in the skill development that creates a unique
style of documentary writing for each writer. In addition, work experience is a key factor in career
management after entering the profession.

With respect to creating freelance features for the printed media, it is found that the
objectives of the media organizations, the writers and "the readers" play a significant role in topic
selection, presentation and language-pattern usage. For television freelance documentary writers,
major factors lay with the objectives of the media organizations. Furthermore, factors that
influence "communication-as-work" in freelance feature writing for the printed media in Thailand
include the autonomous nature of the writers' task at every stage, as well as the limited demand for
freelance writers' products and an inconsistent payment system. Likewise with freelance
television documentaries, a major factor that influences "communication-as-work" is that
freelancers produce documentaries as subcontractors for the media organizations, which involves
responsibility for multiple, costly production steps. These are the important factors that influence
the career management of freelance writers. In other words, these factors require the freelance
writers to have coordination skills, planning ability and responsibility in order to present their
work to the public on a regular basis.

In conclusion, it can be stated that the three significant essential factors that influence the
success of freelance television and print media documentary writers are the following: first, the
capacity to create an outstanding style; second, the capacity for self management and
responsibility in order to produce work constantly; and last, a positive attitude towards freelance
work. However, there are various other support factors that differentiate each freelance writer's
style.
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