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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study and compare
the phonology of six Tai dialects spoken in Amphoe Tha fako,
Changwat Nakhon Sawan Lao Tai, Lao ffiang, Lao Erang, Lao
Ngaew, Phuan, and Song. In studying these dialects,the
researcher analysed consonants, vowels and tones in each
dialect and compared them in order to find their similarities
and differences. The phonological analyses were based on
1892 words of linguistic data collected from interviewing
6 informants. Each dialect was represented by the speech
of one informant.

The results of this study show that the phonology

of the 6 dialects are similar. Only few differences exist.
Differences in tone seem to be the most prominent. Among
the dialects studied,Song has the most different consonant,
vowels and tonal systems.

Every dialect has 20 consonant phonemes all of which



can occur in the initial position. Only 9 consonants can
occur in the final position. The fact that the consonant
phoneme /d/ in Song has 2 allophones [d] and [I ] ,
makes it differ from the rest of the dialects. As for
consonant cluster, Song, Phuan and Lao /Viang have 2
consonant clusters, whereas Lao Tai, Lao Krang and Lao

Ngaew have none.

The vowel system of every dialect consists of
18 pure vowels. The number of diphthongs is different
Lao Tai, Lao Krang and Lao Ngaew have 2 diphthongs,whereas

Lao .Viang and Phuan have 3, and Song has 4 ¢

Regarding tonal system, Song has 6 tones, whereas

the others have only 5 tones.

The results of studying the sound correspondences
show that only slight differences occur from one dialect
to another. Song is the dialect with the most different
sound correspondences. The differences are that the other
dialects have initial aspirated stops but Song has initial
unaspirated stops,and the de\relopment of tones from proto
tones is ABGD 123-4,but the Lao group (Lao Tai, Lao Wiang,
Lao Krang, and Lao Ngaew) has AC 1-234 ,B r*DL_,and Phuan has

A 1-234, B=DL and there is no split in the c¢ column.
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