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A B S T R A C T

T his study deals w ith  the issu e o f  incorrect hom e care for children under fiv e  

years o f  age in the M ek on g  d elta , V ietnam , the h ighest area on  m orbidity and  

m ortality due to  acute diarrhoea am ong children. O nly  th e treatm ent co s t takes  

approxim ated  21 m illion  U S D  per year. T he lack  o f  k n ow led ge, practice am on g  

m others n eed  to  b e im prove. T h e con seq u en ces o f  incorrect h om e care for children  

are m alnutrition, increased  m ortality, co st and referral to  secondary and tertiary care. 

T he con seq u en ces can  be con tro lled  i f  h om e care for m others w ith  children  su fferin g  

from  diarrhoea cou ld  b e  im proved. T he factors a ssocia ted  w ith  incorrect h om e care o f  

m others are a lso  analyzed  in the essay.

For preparing a in tervention  study, a rapid a ssessm en t w as con d u cted  in  

C hildren’s hospital to  exp lore  the guidance o n  hom e care o f  doctors and practice o f  

h om e care am ong m others h avin g  children w ith  diarrhoea. T he find ings are con sisten t  

w ith  p revious รณdies. Through the rapid assessm en t the K A P  q uestionnaire o f  

proposal รณd y w as tested.

A n action  research study o n  com m u n ity - based  h om e care edu cation  b y  u sin g  

a control group w ith  pre and p ost -  test eva lu ation  w as su ggested  as th e in terven tion  

for im proving  k n o w led g e, attim de and practice o n  h om e care o f  m others in  T h ien  Tri 

v illa g e , in  the M ek on g  delta, V ietnam . T h is รณdy w ill u se  a  strategy w ith  three  

com ponents: m o b iliz in g  the support o f  com m u nity  m em bers, edu cation  m others, and  

d ev e lo p in g  m aterials and training educators. T he e ffec tiv en ess  and feasib ility  o f  th is



IV

stu d y w ill b e eva lu a ted  a fter o n e year im p lem en tin g  th e h om e care ed u cation

program .
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