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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this analysis is to construct an index for
measuring the socio-economic status of urban household heads based
on three variables considered indicative of the social and economic
status of a person. The variables are occupation, possession of a
number of selected items of consumer durables, and education. A
number of validity tests of the measurement are based on its consis-
tency v/ith other independent indices that are somewhat indicative of
social and economic position of the household head such as economic
condition of the household from the point of view of an interviewer,
respondents* stated adequacy of income, size of household, condition
of the house. The analysis also tests a number of theoretical hypo-
theses relating socio-economic status with various social and demo-
graphic characteristics such as fertility, household size and ethnicity.
The construction of the socio-economic status measure is useful for
determining a comparative social and economic position of the household
from data or responses to the three variables with expected minimum
biases.

The data used in this thesis come from the National Longitudinal
Survey of Social, Economic and Demographic Change of population in the
urban areas of Thailand, collected by the Institute of Population Studies,
Chulalongkom University during April - May 1970, interviewing the house-
hold heads, their wives and other ever-narried women under age eo.



Tile constructed socio-economic measure is based on the
household heads’ number of complete school years, occupation and
possession of certain consumer durable items, by assigning cires
to the three variables* The scoring system is based on the cumu-
lative percentage frequency distribution of the household heads'
characteristics. Based on the number of school years the person
completed, an educational score was assigned. The coordinates of
the material, possession score provides a score on the household's
possession of consumer durable items. The material possession
score is based on the frequency of items appearing in the urban
households.  The most frequently appeared item has the least score.
The occupational score is based on the average number of school years
completed and the consumer durable items possessed by the members of
the specific occupation.  The overall measure of the household head's
socio-economic status is based on the average of the educational score,
the score on the possession of the household consumer durables and the
occupational score. By the manner in which it was constructed, the
socio-economic status measure is closely related with the three varia-
bles. When testing the validity and reliability of the measure with
other social and economic indices of the household such as adequacy of
income, household economic condition from the interviewer's viewpoint
and housing condition, the measure shows remarkable consistency. This
indicates that the measure is adequately valid and reasonably reliable.

Furthermore the thesis also examines the relation between lhe
socio-economic measure, on one hand, and the number of pregnancies,
live births, living children, on the other hand the relationships were
found to be negative. It is also found that the Thai ethnic group is
somewhat better than the Chinese but the Thai-Chineseseems to be better
off than both groups. The “other" ethnic group concentrates mostly in
the upper socio-economic group.

In conclusion the study indicates that socio-economic measure
so constructed is reasonably valid and reliable enough to be used for
classifying the population into various socio-economic groups.
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