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This th e s is  aims a t studying the s ig n if ic a n c e  o f s o c ia l  s ta tu s  in  
Thai s o c ie ty  through name. In Thai s o c ie ty  c e r ta in  names are reserved  fo r  
the people o f h igher s ta tu s  w h ile  some oth ers are fo r  the people o f lower 
s t a t u s .

S O M JA D E  P H A U N G N U T : T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  O F  N A M E S  A N D  C L A S S E S  I N  T H A I

This study attem pts to  i l l u s t r a t e  the p attern  o f names adoption  
of the econom ically  h ig h -sta tu s  groups in  p resen t day Thai s o c ie ty  and 
the s tru g g le  to  m aintain the id e n t ity  of the former h ig h e r -s ta tu s  groups.

I t  i s  found out th a t those o f Chinese o r ig in  p re fer  to  adopt Thai 
names and surnames more and more. The h ig h -s ta tu s  groups names adoption  
p o in ts  to  three d i f fe r r e n t c a teg o r ie s ;  th a t i s  tendency to u t i l i z e  com plicate  
words as names, d if f e r e n t  p attern  of words com bination, and useing grand 
words fo r  names. This p ro sp er ity  was obvious s in c e  the world war two p eriod .

The attem pt to  use name adoption to  d if f e r e n t ia t e  between the  
high-born groups and the econom ically  h igher s ta tu s  groups i s  not su c c e ss fu l  
s in ce  the la t t e r  g e t  c lo se r  to  former as fa r  as name adoption i s  concerned. 
This has become the p attern  of name adoption of h ig h e r -s ta tu s  groups in  
p resen t day Thai s o c ie ty .

In the p resen t s i tu a t io n , name adoption can d is t in g u is h  between 
th ose  o f higher-econom ic s ta tu s  groups and those o f lower economic groups.
I t  i s  not merely the d if f e r e n t ia t io n  between the noble-born and the commoners.

This study makes use o f names of people of d if f e r e n t  s ta tu s . These 
names are taken from sc h o o ls . I t  i s  a lso  found out th a t , to  a le s s e r  e x ten t, 
urban-rural d if f e r e n t ia t io n  has some in flu en ce  over name adoption.
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