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This thesis is an attempt to explore into concepts of feminism in four
novels; Simone de Beauvoir's She Came to stay, Sylvia Plath’s The Bell Jar, Brigitte
Schwaiger's Why Is There Salt the Sea?, and Siremorn Ounhatub’s Lamnao Pah
(Wild Track).

The concept of feminism is the integrated ideas concerning the
consciousness raising in women's rights, the proper way that a woman should be
treated as a member of a society. The concept of feminism is underpinned by the belief
that all men and women are equally able to gain any accomplishment in public sphere.
However, social expectation and limitation have been significant obstacles for the
improvement of women’s well-being. The concept of feminism employed in the study of
four novels could be categorized into three folds: women's identity, the division of labour
by sex, and Authentic Realism approach where the authors’ biographies and women's

experience were closely looked into.

It is found that the protagonist of each novel is aware of the conflict between
the social expectation imposed upon women and their self identity. Such condition
leads to the identity crisis of each female protaganist. Moreover, all protagonists want to
have economic autonomy order to live independent life. However, their intention is
undermined Dy the attitude about “good women" of other people society. The
analysis of the four novels is based on Authentic Realism approach. It is found that all
the novels have a lot of similarity to the authors' biographies, except Lamnao Pah in
which the protagonist’'s way of life is very similar to the author’s herself. After all,
experience encountered by protagonists of the four novels is found to be common

experience shared by most women from every walk of life.
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