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# # 5880120922 : MAJOR THAI
KEYWORD: SUNTHON PHU’S PHRA APHAI MANI, LAKHON RAM TEXTS BY THE FINE ARTS
DEPARTMENT, CONTINUATION, ADAPTATION
Nattapon Keawsen: ADAPTATION OF SUNTHON PHU’S PHRA APHAI MANI TO LAKHON
RAM TEXTS BY THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT. Advisor: Asst. Prof. THANEERAT JATUTHASRI,
Ph.D.

The thesis aims at studying the process, carried out by the Fine Arts Department, of adapting Sunthon
Phu’s Phra Aphai Mani to Lakhon Ram texts from BE 2495-2561, totaling 57 versions.

The study reveals that the Lakhon Ram texts produced by the Fine Arts Department are composed of
2 types; specifically, 40 versions of Lakhon Nok,and 17 versions of Lakhon Nok Kueng Phanthang, which comprises
a combination of Lakhon Nok and Lakhon Panthang. The mentioned Lakhon Ram contains several continuations
and adaptations of Sunthon Phu’s Phra Aphai Mani. The continuations concerning the main content, characters
and original verses aim at both preserving the continuations and developing them for convenient use in
performances.

The adaptations of forms and elements of Sunthorn Phu’s Phra Aphai Mani were found to include:
1) composing new verses following Klon Bot Lakhon’s tradition and Sunthorn Phu’s verses, 2) adding musical, Na
Phat, and different kinds of singing suitable to the performance, 3) adding improvised and written dialogues,
4) developing parting acts and scenes for sequencing situations, and 5) directing character, scene, stage and music
in the texts. The adaptations of content were found to include; : 1) cutting scenes without interrupting the main
content, 2) switching scenes, 3) adding scenes, and 4) changing scenes. The adaptations of characters are found in
the means of adding, deleting and switching. Furthermore, some interesting elements have been inserted into the
text for the purpose of colourising the Lakhon Ram performance. Not only do the continuations and the adaptations
help increase the suitability of the Lakhon Ram texts for modern presentation, but they also ingeniously transmit
Sunthorn Phu’s Phra Aphai Mani to the present society.

The Fine Arts Department’s Lakhon Ram texts 'Phra Aphai Mani' convey several values. Firstly, they convey
performance value. The texts contain some outstanding characteristics, including preservation of the royal Lakhon
Nok tradition, presentation of both Lakhon Nok and Lakhon Nok Kueng Phanthang, with their different types of
characters, and new settings, having different acts that are optional for any given performance, and having vivacity
and modernity. Secondly, the adapted texts convey literary value. The Lakhon Ram texts contain literary aesthetics
in terms of sound, words, and meaning, which appear in both Sunthorn Phu’s original verses and the verses
composed by the Fine Arts Department. Thirdly, these texts convey social value. The Lakhon Ram texts provide
entertainment and knowledge of Phra Aphai Mani’s content, characters and author, as well as guidance, to modern
audiences. Finally, the Lakhon Ram texts help promote Sunthorn Phu’s prestigious position as one of the world’s
most significant cultural and artistic contributors. The texts promote Sunthorn Phu’s biography, Phra Aphai Mani -

his renowned literary work, and the continuing value of Phra Aphai Mani for contemporary society.

Field of Study: Thai Student’s Signature......covceeieneneneer e

Academic Year: 2018 AdVISOr’s SIgNAtUre......ccvivevniericrcr s
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