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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study parenthood readiness
of parents in the Northern region of Thailand, and tc compare parenthood
readiness of parents with different ages, income and education level,

and of parents from different residence areas,

The research subjects, selected by systematic sampling, consisted
of 100 couples who were admitted for labour, from 4 selected hospitals
in the Northern region of Thailand. An interviewing questionnaire
developed by the researcher was used in collecting data for this study.
The questionnaire had been evaluated by 10 experts for content validity.
Its reliability tested by coefficent alpha was 0.85. The gathered data
were analyzed by using the following statistical procedures, percentage,
arithmatic mean, standard deviation, t-test, one way analysis ofjvariance

and two way analysis of variance.
The analysis of data indicated the following conclusions,

1. The majority of parenthood readiness of parents in the Northern



&

region of Thailand (65 per cent) was at the middle level. The rest

(35 per cent) of parents had the parenthood readiness at the high level.

2. There was a significant difference at the .01 level between
the means of the total scores of parenthood readines§ of parents who
were in different age groups. Thus the hypothesis was substantiated.
The parenthcod readiness of parents who were 21 - 30 years of age and
above were higher than that of the parents who were 20 years of age and

lower,

3. There was a significant difference at the .01 level between
the means of the total scores of parenthood readiness of parents who
were in different residence areas. Thus the hypothesis was substantiated.
The parenthood readiness of parents who lived in the metropolitan area

were higher than that of the parents who lived in the rural area.

4, Therc was a significant difference at the .01 level between
the means of the total scores of parenthood readiness of parents who
had different income, Thus the hypothesis was substantiated. The
parenthood readiness of parents who had high income and middle income

were higher than that of the parents who had low income.

5. Therc was a significant difference at the .01 level between
the means of the total scores of parenthcod readiness of parents who had
different cducation level. Thus the hypothesis was substantiated. The
parenthood readiness of parents who had high education and secondary
education were higher than that of the parents who had the primary educa=-
tion,

The researcher draw several nursihg implications from the above

findings.
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