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w ith  many MSS o f  th e  ja ta k a s  or th e  Buddhis B ir t h - S t o r ie s  composed in  th e  
sou th ern  p a r t o f  T h a ila n d . A ll  m a n u scr ip ts are beyond a hundred y e a rs  o f  a g e .

d e a ls  n o t o n ly  w ith  th e  N ip ata  Ja ta k a s in  th e  T r i- P ita k a s ,  b u t a l s o  has in  
many a s p e c ts  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  P an n asa-Jatak as o f  Chiengmai and some s t o r i e s  in  
th e  M ahavastu, a w e l l  known M ahayana-canonical book. A ll  are w r it t e n  in  
v e r s e s  i - e  k avya ,ch an d a , r a i , and K long. The a n a ly s is  then  in d ic a t e s  th e  
q u a l i t y  o f t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  in  th r e e  main s u b j e c t s ,  th a t  i s ,  th e  a r t - c r e a t iv e  
w r it in g ,  th e  r e l ig e o u s  th ou gh t and e t h i c s ,  th e  r e f l e x io n  o f  th e  s o c ie t y  and 
c u ltu r e  o f  th e  Southern  Thai p e o p le .

The r e s e a r c h  i s  d iv id e d  in to  s i x  ch a p te r s  and th e  r e s u l t  i s  shown 
c l e a r ly  a t  th e  end o f  each c h a p te r .
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