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while the subject matter of history written by various historians in
e past may look the sdme, it is nevertheless a well known fact that _
different historians living in differnt periods actually write something ?une
differently. This is due 1h part to different settings’ and backgrounds™o
historians,which naturally have their bearings on all”kinds of beliefs and nyth
m%/ths found in such historical writings. A good examPIe would be the quend
of Phra Ruang, a mythical king whose Story incorporates the idea of state and
kingship from the down of Thai history down to the Rattanakosin period.

This thesis 1s_ an attempt to study the evolution of the myth of
Phra Ruang as expressed in historical writings produced under different social
economic and political contexts from_ the reign of King Rama VI. Special
emphasis will be put on beliefs and ideas about state “and kingship and how they
are brought to the recognition of the general public.

The study reveals that beginnin(h; with the rejgn of King Rama I the
myth of Phra Ruang has been reproduced  through traditional historical  ‘'riting
method(the chronicles). Yet, even withins the framework of the_"tradition"

a new trend the resulf of the western influence can be found. Traces of beliefs
in human ability in the worldly realm humanism and rationalism have hecame the
new trademarks “of the ruling elites” view of the world. Such a helief in
human power is most evident” in the myth of Phra Ruang writters during the time
ofKing Rama 1V, The story of Phra_Ruan? during the time of King Rama”V also
reflects the intellectual ca amt_Y of the king and his role as the leader

th

of the centerlized state, the fraditional mode 0f explanation with its

emphasis on super-natural realify has been replaced by rational arqument
and concrete evidences. Then with, the emergm_q_wave of nationalism coupled with
pouth Internal and external political destabilizing factors, King Rama VI,
based upon his personal experience, produces a new image of Phra"Ruang .

as the unifying center of the natign state. Under the new slogan of nation-
religion and King, the Phra Ruang image has been popularized %_the plays,

Its "name has become that of a Buddha image and even a battle ship.
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