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w h ile  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  of h i s to r y  w r i t te n  by v a rio u s  h is to r i a n s  in  

th e  p a s t  may look  th e  same, i t  i s  n e v e r th e le s s  a w e ll known fa c t  th a t  
d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i a n s  l iv in g  in  d i f f e r n t  p e r io d s  a c tu a l ly  w r ite  som ething q u i te  
d i f f e r e n t l y .  T h is i s  due in  p a r t  to  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s  and backgrounds o f 
h is to r ia n s ,w h ic h  n a tu r a l ly  have t h e i r  b e a rin g s  on a l l  k in d s  o f b e l i e f s  and nyth 
myths found in  such h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t in g s .  A good example would be the  legend  
of Phra Ruang, a m y th ica l k in g  whose s to r y  in c o rp o ra te s  th e  id e a  o f s t a t e  and 
k in g sh ip  from th e  down of Thai h is to r y  down to the  R a ttan ak o s in  p e r io d .

T his t h e s i s  i s  an a ttem p t to  s tu d y  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f the myth o f 
Phra Ruang a s  ex p ressed  in  h i s t o r i c a l  w r it in g s  produced under d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  
economic and p o l i t i c a l  c o n te x ts  from th e  re ig n  o f King Rama VI. S p ec ia l 
em phasis w i l l  be p u t on b e l i e f s  and id e a s  about s t a t e  and k in g sh ip  and how they  
a re  b roug h t to  th e  r e c o q n i t io n  of the g e n e ra l p u b l ic .

The s tud y  re v e a ls  th a t  b eg inn ing  w ith  th e  r e ig n  of King Rama I  the  
myth of P hra Ruang h as been reproduced  through t r a d i t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  พ'r i t i n g  
m ethod (the  c h r o n ic le s ) .  Y et, even w ith in s  the  framework of the " t r a d i t io n "  
a new tre n d  the r e s u l t  o f  th e  w este rn  in f lu e n c e  can be found. T races of b e l i e f s  
in  human a b i l i t y  in  th e  w o rld ly  realm  humanism and ra t io n a l is m  have became th e  
new tradem arks of th e  r u l in g  e l i t e s ’ view of the  w orld . Such a b e l i e f  in  
human power i s  most e v id e n t in  th e  myth of Phra Ruang w r i t t e r s  during  th e  tim e 
of King Rama IV. The s to ry  of Phra Ruang d u rin g  the  time of King Rama V a ls o  
r e f l e c t s  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c ity  o f the  k in g  and h is  ro le  as the  le a d e r  
of th e  c e n te r l iz e d  s t a t e ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  mode of e x p lan a tio n  w ith  i t s  
em phasis on s u p e r -n a tu r a l  r e a l i t y  has been re p la c e d  by r a t io n a l  arqument 
and c o n c re te  e v id en c e s . Then w ith  the em erging wave o f  n a tio n a lis m  coupled  w ith  
bouth in t e r n a l  and e x te rn a l  p o l i t i c a l  d e s ta b i l i z in g  f a c to r s ,  King Rama V I, 
based  upon h is  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e , p roduces a new image o f Phra Ruang 
a s  th e  u n ify in g  c e n te r  o f th e  n a tio n  s t a t e .  Under the  new slogan  of n a t io n -  
r e l ig i o n  and k in g , th e  P hra  Ruang image has been p o p u la r iz e d  by the p la y s ,
I t s  name has become t h a t  of a Buddha image and even a b a t t l e  sh ip .
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