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T h is  r e s e a r c h  s tu d ie s  th e  M o d e l C om m un ity  D e v e lo p m e n t V i l l a g e - o f -

th e -Y e a r  A w a rd  P ro g ram m e . I t  h as  as a h y p o th e s is  t h a t  t h i s  p rogram m e does 

n o t  come fro m  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  th e  v i l l a g e r s ,  n e i t h e r  d o e s  i t  s e rv e  t h e i r  n e e d s . 

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  i t  i s  d e s ig n e d  t o  s e rv e  th e  s t a t e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  i t s  t r a n s fo r m a 

t i o n  i n t o  a p o l i t i c a l  r i t u a l ,  as  w e l l  as a f a c t o r  t o  f o s t e r  u n i t y  and 

i n t e g r i t y  w i t h i n  th e  v i l l a g e .

th e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  th e  " u n iv e r s e "  o f  th e  v i l l a g e r s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  v i l l a g e ,  

d i f f e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f ro m  t h a t  o f  th e  s t a t e .  The v i l l a g e  i n  th e  v i l l a g e r s '  

p e r c e p t io n  has  d i f f e r e n t  s e ts  o f  b e l i e f  and s y m b o ls  fro m  t h a t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  

w h ic h  e m p h a s iz e s  on i n t e g r i t y  and s t a b i l i t y .  B e s id e s ,  e h t  M o d e l C om m un ity  

D e v e lo p m e n t V i l l a g e - o f - t h e - Y e a r  A w ard  Program m e i s  th e  r i t u a l  u sed  b y  th e  

s t a t e  as a "m eans o f  o r i e n t a t i o n " ,  i n  o rd e r  t o  m o b i l iz e  and i n t e g r a t e  

v i l l a g e r s  i n t o  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  as w e l l  as t o  f o s t e r  among th e  

v i l l a g e r s  th e  same p e r c e p t io n  o f  " v i l l a g e "  and "d e v e lo p m e n t"  a d v o c a te d  b y  th e  

s t a t e ,  u n d e r  th e  same r u le s  and s e t  o f  b e l i e f .  I n  o th e r  w o rd , th e  program m e 

a im s  a t  s o c i a l i z i n g  v i l l a g e r s  a c c o r d in g  t o  p a t t e r n s  d e s ig n e d  b y  th e  s t a t e .

The r e s u l t  o f  th e  s tu d y  in d ic a t e s  t h a t  th e  v i l l a g e r s '  p e r c e p t io n  o f
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