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Identification and distribution of fish lavae in mangrove forest at Sikao District, Trang Province, were
earned out during May 1996 to May 1997. Sampling periods were scheduled every two months of the total 6 stations
from the coastal water to the inner mangrove forests. The fish larval tows were conducted twice each sampling period
during the in-coming high tide and the highest high tide. Salinity, temperature, pH, transparency and dissolved

oxygen were recorded in situ.

Ofthe total 20 families of fish larvae mostly marine fishes recorded from the area, the family Gobiidae
was the dominant group in terms of abundance and distribution. Fish larvae in the families of Clupeidae and
Blenniidae were next in term of abundance. The Sikao mangrove forest served as the nursing ground, feeding and
shelters for various fishes. The marine fishes that were classified as true mangrove dependent species which were the
permanent resident species were those in the 9 families of Gobiidae , Clupeidae, Engraulidae, Gerreidae,
Leiognathidae, Hemiramphidae, Apogonidae, Sillaginidae and Tetraodontidae. Fishes in the mentioned families
came into the forest during their spawning period and occasionally came in to feed in the mangroves where they were
matured; Blenniidae, Atherinidae, Ambassidae, Mullidae, Syngnathidae, Terapontidae, Exocoetidae, Cynoglossidae,
Monacanthidae, Soleidae and Synodondidae. Fish eggs were recorded throughout the sampling period with the

highest density in May.

Fish larval abundances reflected seasonal variations of the highest density during the Southwest
Monsoon during the month of June while the lowest density recorded in March of the Northeast Monsoon period.
Most marine fish larvae showed different distribution patterns according to the time of the tides. They were found
concentrated in the coastal area where the environmental changes were in the narrow ranges. Gobiidae larvae were
widely distributed and concentrated inner mangrove forest fringes. The wide ranges of environmental changes
occurred in the in the inner mangrove forest area. Clupeidae larval distribution showed significant correlations with

salinity .temperature and pH.
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