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The purpose of this study was to analyze the model of causal
relationships among entry knowledge, English extra-curricular activities,
study habits, interest in English, integrative motive, instrumental motive,
encouragement of English learning in the family, quality of instruction,
aptitude, socio-economic status and English learning achievement of students
at the lower secondary education level. The sample consisted of 404 mathayom
suksa 3 Students from secondary schools under the jurisdiction of the
Department of General Education in educational region 4. The data were
analysed by the method of path analysis. The findings were as follows:

1. The hypothesized model was inconsistent with the empirical data.

2. The characteristics of the new model which was consistent with
I the empirical data were as follows

2.1 Entry knowledge had direct effect on English learning
achievement.

2.2 Aptitude, interest in English, instrumental motive and
socio-economic status had both direct and indirect effect on English
learning achievement.

2.3 English extra-curricular activities, study habits,
integrative motive, encouragement of English learning in the family and
quality of instruction had indirect effect on English learning achievement.

2.4 . Aptitude had the highest total effect(.6295) on English
learning achievement, the ranked second was entry knowledge(.5678) and
integrative motive had the least total effect(.0072)
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