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The objectives of this thesis are to analyse the prosodies of final
particles in the Rayong dialect; to investigate how intention, emotion and
attitude of speakers are expressed through the prosodies of final particles by
means of exploring the relationship between prosodies of particles and their
meanings.

An analysis of prosodies shows that through a combination of intona-
tion, length and glottal termination, prosody complexes are formed. This
analysis of prosody complexes posits final particles of the Rayong dialect
into two systems: the primary system and the secondary system. The systems
can be divided into four groups of prosody complexes in accordance with the
meanings expressed through the prosodies: the high level, the mid level, the
rising and the falling prosody complexes. The prosody complexes of final
particles in the secondary system modify the meanings of those in the primary
system within the same group in terms of emphasis and contradiction.

In order to determine how attitudinal meanings are conveyed by proso-
dies, the semantic analysis of final particles is done by analysing the types
of sentences of the utterances, the context of situations, and the speech acts
of utterances in which the particles occur. Based on this semantic analysis,
the final particles can be classified into four groups of core-meanings; '
finality, non-finality, contradiction and predictability.

Analysing the relationship of the prosodies of final particles to
their expressive meanings demonstrates that the prosody complexes of the
falling intonation convey the core-meaning of finality; those of the high-
level intonation convey the core-meaning of non-finality; those of the rising
intonation (including the convolution group in the secondary system) convey
the core-meaning of contradiction; and those of the mid-level intonation
convey predictability.

The results of the analysis prove that there is a relationship
between the core-meanings and the prosody complexes of final particles.
Furthermore, the relationship mentioned above supports the hypothesis 6£ into-
nation universals.
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