2548
ISBN 974-14-3833-8

431956



THE ROLE OF CHINESENESS IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT IN
THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF SOPHONPANICH FAMILY

Miss Cao Jing

AThesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts Programs in Southeast Asian Studies
Graduate School
Chulalongkom University
Academic Year 2005
ISBN: 974-14-3833-8
Copyright of Chulalongkom University

)



Thesis Title

By

Field of Study
Thesis Advisor
Thesis Co-advisor

THE ROLE OF CHINESENESS IN BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT IN THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF
SOPHONPANICH FAMILY

Miss Cao Jing

Southeast Asian Studies

Mr. Vorasakdi Mahatdhanobol

Associate Professor Withaya Sucharithanarugse, Ph.D.

Accepted by the Graduate School, Chulalongkom University in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Master’s Degree

7
(Assistant Proressor M.R. Kalaya Tingsabadh, Ph.D.)

Dean of the Graduate School

THESIS COMMITTEE
....... \ eeveesenns s GNAIMAN
(Assistant Professor Theera Nuchpiam, Ph.D.)
.......... S THESIS Advisor
(Mr. Vorasakdi Mahafdhanobol)
R Thesis Co-advisor

(Assouate Professor Withaya Sucharithanarugse, Ph.D.)

Y L 2T 7 i Member

(Associate Professor Sompop Manarungsan, Ph.D.)



(THE ROLE OF CHINESENESS IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT IN
THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF SOPHONPANICH FAMILY) .
;o : : , 132
. ISBN 974-14-3833-8.

aeiledeiian (é@@ﬁy/ ................

(ANAN1397) aeleTenanstnsnen ... T -
WA

UnnsAnwn 2548 aneiadaaansenianssou



# #4689546820: MAJOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES

KEYWORD: OVERSEAS CHINESE/ CHINESENESS/ BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
CAQ JING: THE ROLE OF CHINESENESS IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
IN THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF SOPHONPANICH FAMILY THESIS
ADVISOR: VORASAKDI MAHATDHANOBOL. THESIS COADVISOR:
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR WITHAYA SUCHARITHANARUGSE, Ph.D., 122
op. ISBN 974-14-3833-8,

Thailand has a long history of ethnic Chinese immigration and these ethnic
Chinese people represent a very important and vibrant ethnic minority in the
nation-building process of Thailand. Their economic wealth, which is disproportionate
to their percentage of the national population, is always explained by their Chinese way
of doing business. Their family orientation, risk-taking inclination, perseverance,
frugality, diligence and Confucian codes of behavior embedded in ethnic Chinese
mentality provided them with competitive acdvantage over local and foreign
businessmen in some cases.

This thesis examines the Chineseness in business management in some successful
ethnic Chinese enterprises in Thailand by focusing on Sophonpanich family. By
analyzing their business practices, the study finds that Chineseness has played an
important role in Chin Sophonpanich’s time. With the increase of western influence, the
role of Chineseness in business management reduced gradually, but some characteristics
are retained. The most obvious point is that building and using the networks continues
and has been passed on from generation to generation.
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