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# # 6085982034 : MAJOR LAWS
KEYWORD:
Panissara Sudchukiat : Legal measures to assist or facilitate people with visual disabilities in exercising their rights to

vote for Members of the House of Representatives. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. NARONGDECH SRUKHOSIT, Ph.D.

The spirit of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017) aims at encouraging people to participate in
politics, especially in an election which is fundamental to the exercise of people’s rights to vote for their representatives to exercise
sovereignty power on behalf of people in democratic governance. Under the fundamental principles of elections, in the case where
people with visual disabilities still experience any obstacles in casting their votes for Members of the House of Representatives,
states must establish legal measures to eliminate the obstacles in order to assist or facilitate these people to exercise their voting

rights. Such legal measures must also be subject to the principles of direct suffrage and secret ballot.

The study found that even though there are legal measures to assist or facilitate people with disabilities in casting
votes prescribed in section 92 paragraph 1 of the Organic Act on the Election of Members of the House of Representatives, B.E. 2561
(2018), they have yet to efficiently eliminate obstacles in casting votes faced by people with visual disabilities. Consequently, some
of the visually disabled are unable to exercise their voting rights. Furthermore, neither details nor procedures exist to ensure that the
principles of direct suffrage and secret ballot are genuinely observed when voters with visual disabilities are assisted in marking a
ballot card. Therefore, the exercise of voting rights by people with visual disabilities may conflict with the equality, non-

discrimination, and elementary principles of elections.

Based on the aforementioned problems, the author therefore proposes the guidelines, which are in accordance with
the principles of direct suffrage and secret ballot, to determine legal measures in order to assist or facilitate people with visual
disabilities in exercising their voting rights. These guidelines require the state to amend its legal measures — to provide information
on elections in a format accessible to the visually disabled — to establish measures enabling people with visual disabilities to cast
votes by themselves — to set up measures facilitating easy access to a polling station. Also, the state is required to prescribe rules
and approaches under section 92 paragraph 1 of the Organic Act on the Election of Members of the House of Representatives, B.E.
2561 (2018) in a decisive manner to ensure that the person assisting the voters with visual disabilities in casting votes will mark a
ballot card in accordance with the determination of the voters and that the person will protect the secrecy of the ballot for the
voters. This will result in the casting votes by people with visual disabilities genuinely according with the principles of direct suffrage

and secret ballot.

Field of Study: Laws Student's Signature ......ocooccveerrieeinnes
Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature .........cccoecveeverienns
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"% Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom ,sec 3.
> Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom ,sec 15(1) .
' Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom ,sec 15(2) .

" Canada Human Rights Act 1985, sec 2.
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"8 Elections Cannada,“A History of Vote In Canada” [eaula], https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=

res&dir:his&document:index&tang:ek[ﬁuﬁmﬁai’uﬁ 20 WunAN 2563].
" Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 163 and 164.

8 Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 281.6.
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8 Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 18(1)
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8Elections Cannada, “Way to register to vote in a federal election”[eaulail], https//www.elections.ca/con

tent.aspx?section=vot&dir=vop&document=fareg&lang=e, Gududlotud 25 NeWAIAN 2563].

® Elections Cannada, “Accessibility Policy and Service Offering” [aaulatl], https://www.elections.ca/content

.aspx?section=vot&dir=spe/policy&document=index&lang=e#sec2, [FEumuiioTuil 1 Junnu2564].

% Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 161(2)
8 Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 18(2)(e)
87 Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 168(6)
8 Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 121(1)

¥ Elections Cannada, “Accessibility Policy and Service Offering” eoulail], https://www.elections.ca/content

aspx?section=vot&dir=spe/policy&document=index&lang=e#sec2, [Aufuilaiun 30 wawnAN 2563,

0 Canada Election Act 2000 ,Sec 121(2)
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