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A b s tra c t

The purpose  o f  t h i s  th e s is  i s  to  s tu d y  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  in  

ch ienqm a i d ia le c t  unde r th re e  head ings ะ f i r s t ,  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  

p ro s o d ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  ; second, th e  s tu d y  

o f  th e  sem antic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  these  p a r t i c le s  and t h i r d ,  th e  

s tu d y  o f  th e  r e la t io n  between th e  p ro s o d ic  and th e  sem atic  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  these  p a r t i c le s .

For th e  p ro s o d ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  a re  

s tu d ie d  w ith in  th re e  system s ะ th e  in to n a t io n  system , th e  q u a n t i ty  

system and the  te rm in a l system . These th re e  systems h e lp  c la s s i f y in g  

th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  in  ch ienqm ai d ia le c t  in to  13 ty p e s .

For th e  sem antic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s , th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  a re  

s tu d ie d  in  r e la t io n  t o  fo u r  sem entic  fe a tu re s  ะ p re s u p p o s it io n ,  

a s s e r t io n ,  syn ta x  and th e  sem antic  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  speaker 

and th e  h e a re r . The fo u r  sem antic  fe a tu re s  a re  c o n d it io n s  w h ich  

c la s s i f y  th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  in  Chiengmai d ia le c t  in to  fe ty p e s .



The s tu d y  o f  th e  r e la t io n  between th e  p ro s o d ic  and the  

sem antic  c h a r a c te rs t ic s  o f  the  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  in  ch iengm ai 

d ia le c t  has shown th a t  th e  p ro s o d ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  h e lp  sub 

c la s s i f y  the  type s  o f  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  c la s s i f ie d  by sem antic  

fe a tu re s  and make the  meaning o f  the  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  more p re c is e .  

B es ide s , i t  shows th a t  each o f  the  s ix  sem antic  ty p e s  o f  th e  

f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  a ls o  have  c le a r  p ro s o d ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  f o r  exam ple , 

th e  sem antic  ty p e  w h ich  e xp re sse s  the  command have th e  lo w  le v e l  o r  

lo w - f a l l in g  in t o n a t io n ; th e  sem antic  typ e s  w h ich  expresses the  

a s s e rte d  meaning have th e  m id - le v e l in to n a t io n .

The re se a rch  is  p re se n te d  in  seven c h a p te rs . The f i r s t  

c h a p te r i s  an in t r o d u c t io n  w h ich  s ta te s  the  p ro b le m , th e  pu rpose , 

th e  scope and the  p rocess o f  th e  re s e a rc h . The second c h a p te r  is  

th e  re v ie w  o f  r e la te d  l i t e r a t u r e  and th e  p h o n o lo g ic a l system o f  

Chiengmai d ia le c t .  The t h i r d  c h a p te r c o n c e n tra te s  on the  p ro s o d ic  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  in  Chiengmai d ia le c t .  The 

f o r t h  c h a p te r ana lyzed, the  meaning o f  th e  p ro s o d ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  

ana lyzed  in  c h a p te r 3. The f i f t h  c h a p te r d ea ls  w ith  th e  sem antic  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  f i n a l  p a r t i c le s  in  ch iengm a i d i a l e c t . The 

s ix t h  c h a p te r d e s c r ib e s  th e  r e la t io n  between th e  type s  o f  f i n a l  

p a r t ic le s  c la s s i f ie d  by th e  sem antic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  and th e  typ e s  

o f  f i n a l  p a r t ic le s  c la s s i f ie d  by th e  p ro s o d ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  The 

la s t  ch a p te r i s  th e  c o n c lu s io n  and s u g g e s tio n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s tu d ie s .
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