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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to study final particles in
chiengmai dialect under three headings first, the study of the
prosodic characteristics of the final particles ; second, the study
of the semantic characteristics of these particles and third, the

study of the relation between the prosodic and the sematic

characteristics of these particles.

For the prosodic characteristics, the final particles are
studied within three systems the intonation system, the quantity
system and the terminal system. These three systems help classifying

the final particles in chiengmai dialect into 13 types.

For the semantic characteristics, the final particles are
studied in relation to four sementic features presupposition,
assertion, syntax and the semantic relationship between the speaker
and the hearer. The four semantic features are conditions which

classify the final particles in Chiengmai dialect into f types.



The study of the relation between the prosodic and the
semantic characterstics of the final particles in chiengmai
dialect has shown that the prosodic characteristics help sub
classify the types of final particles classified by semantic
features and make the meaning of the final particles more precise.
Besides, it shows that each of the six semantic types of the
final particles also have clear prosodic characteristics, for example,
the semantic type which expresses the command have the low level or
low-falling intonation; the semantic types which expresses the

asserted meaning have the mid-level intonation.

The research is presented in seven chapters. The first
chapter is an introduction which states the problem, the purpose,
the scope and the process of the research. The second chapter is
the review of related literature and the phonological system of
Chiengmai dialect. The third chapter concentrates on the prosodic
characteristics of the final particles in Chiengmai dialect. The
forth chapter analyzed, the meaning of the prosodic characteristics
analyzed in chapter 3. The fifth chapter deals with the semantic
characteristics of the final particles in chiengmai dialect. The
sixth chapter describes the relation between the types of final
particles classified by the semantic characteristics and the types
of final particles classified by the prosodic characteristics. The

last chapter is the conclusion and suggestions for further studies.
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