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# # 6280109124 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Slavery, Fishing Workers, Taiwan, Neoliberal State, Global Supply
Chain, Distance
Marisa Sakulchai : Slavery at Sea: The Role of the State and Capitalists in
the Exploitation of Workers on Taiwanese Fishing Vessels. Advisor: Asst.

Prof. Kalaya Chareonying, Ph.D.

Taiwan is one of the countries encountering slavery at sea. Workers
struggle against oppression and rights infringement throughout the seafood supply
chain, from the hiring process, production mechanism to distribution. Although the
European Union rescinded a yellow card in 2016 in response to the amended
regulations on illegal fishing and forced labor, the results show that rights
violations and exploitation of workers in the fisheries sector remain in Taiwan.
Hence, this independent study aims to study the pattern of forced labor on
Taiwanese fishing vessels and the policy implemented on capitalists and fishing
workers in the Tsai Ing-wen era (2016 — 2021). This paper uses the neoliberal state
framework to explain the behavior of states in the process of oppression of
workers in the global supply chain and the concept of distancing to describe
movements within the production chain. This study argues that the state plays a
contributing role to the existing exploitation of foreign fishing workers on
Taiwanese fishing vessels. The state also facilitates capitalists' supply chain
activities in the so-called Zone of Exception, where there is a lack of monitoring
and regulations. The state exploits physical, knowledge, and legal distancing gaps

to abuse and oppress foreign fisheries workers to reap capitalists-related benefits.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccccccevvieenne.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature .......cccccvvvvveene.
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! International Labour Organization and Walk Free Foundation, Global Estimates of Modern
Slavery: forced labour and forced marriage (Geneva: International Labour Office (ILO), 2017), 16-
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® Jennifer Clapp, "Financialization, distance and global food politics," The Journal of Peasant
Studies 41, no. 5 (2014): 799.

" Greenpeace, Supply Chained: Human rights abuses in the global tuna industry, Greenpeace
Southeast Asia (Indonesia: Greenpeace Southeast Asia, 2015), 2-3.

& loannis Chapsos and Steve Hamilton, "lllegal Fishing and Fisheries Crime as a Transnational
Organizied Crime in Indonesia," Trends Organ Crim (2019): 265-66.
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