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(Jones, 2002) lumla@eTa Conference Interpreting Explained AYU

“The conference interpreter must be able to provide an exact and faithful
reproduction of the original speech. Deviation from the letter of the original is
permissible only if it enhances the audience’s understanding of the speaker’s

meaning. ...

The conference interpreter, in a way, becomes the delegate they are

interpreting. They speak in the first person when the delegate does so....

The interpreter must be able to do this work in two modes, consecutive
interpretation and simultaneous interpretation. In the first of these, the interpreter
listens to the totality of a speaker's comments or at least a significant passage,
and then reconstitutes the speech with the help of notes taken while listening;
the interpreter is thus speaking consecutively to the original speaker, hence the

name.

The second mode of interpreting is simultaneous. Here the interpreter listens to

the beginning of the speaker's comments then begins interpreting while the



speech continues, carrying on throughout the speech, to finish almost at the

same time as the original, hence again the name.” (Jones, 2002:5)
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“No sooner had | arrived than the Spanish interpreters got wind of the new guy
in the Translation Section, “the one who knows Russian”. They cajoled me into
joining their ilk, which after a most unsuccessful attempt and a half | managed to
do. So did | become a simultaneous conference interpreter by sheer dint of
negative serendipity: a scholarship sought just to get out of Buenos Aires, an
underdeveloped country that had no use for my qualifications, a language not
weighty enough to have enough people capable of translating into it from
Russian, an Organisation that needed passive Russian so badly that it would
make believe | passed the exam the second time around if | would only promise

to try and learn to interpret.” (http://www.aiic.net/ViewPage.cfm/page1324.htm)
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